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In this edition we will focus on the progress of 
Tillamook County - the challenges we faced this 
year and expectations for 2021.
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	 •	Government
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	 •	Non-profits

We invite you to work with us to illustrate to 
our readers how your business or organization 
has contributed to the overall quality of life in 
Tillamook County in 2020 - year of the Covid-19 
pandemic – and new projects planned for           
next year.
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First COVID-19 vaccines make it to Tillamook County

Adventist Health Tillamook 
healthcare associates on 

the front lines of the COVID-19 
pandemic have received a historic 
shot of protection against the novel 
coronavirus after aquiring the first 
doses of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine.

Adventist Health Tillamook is 
distributing its allotment of 400 
vaccine doses to physicians and 
associates who are in direct contact 
with COVID-19 patients, per the 
CDC guidelines. “As the COVID-19 
pandemic has lasted much longer 
expected, the vaccine will help to 
ensure our healthcare personnel 
remain healthy, safe and ready to 
provide care to all who need it,” said 
Gina Seufert, physician and clinic 
services executive.

Vaccines are being rolled out in 
phases and will be made widely 
available to the public in 2021. The

COVID-19 vaccine was rigor-
ously tested for safety before being 
approved for Emergency Use

Authorization in the United 
States.

Dr. John Bohlman, the medical 
officer for Adventist Health Tilla-
mook says, “I believe the best and 
likely only real solution to bringing 
an end to the COVID-19 pandemic 
is for everyone to get vaccinated a 
soon as possible. It is our only hope 
of stopping this virus and returning 
to our normal lives. I am confident 
that the vaccine will change the 
trajectory of the pandemic.”

The Moderna vaccine uses 
messenger RNA (mRNA) to teach 
cells in the body how to make a 
protein that triggers an immune 
response. The immune response, 
which produces antibodies, is what 
protects against COVID-19. Because 
the mRNA stays within the cell’s 
cytoplasm, there is no effect on its 
DNA.

The vaccine does not contain a 

live virus and does not carry a risk 
of causing disease in the vaccinated 
person.

While vaccinations begin taking 
place across our region, community 
members are encouraged to con-
tinue practicing safety precautions, 
including wearing masks, staying at 
least 6 feet and washing their hands 
frequently. Additional information 
about the COVID-19 vaccine may 
be found online at cdc.gov/coro-
navirus. Questions about community 
distribution of the vaccines may be 
directed to the Tillamook County 
Community Health Center.

(right) Gina Seufert, physician 
and clinic services executive at 
Adventist Health in Tillamook, 
gives the first immunization to 
Ann Batchelder, FNP. 
Photo courtesy of Cherie 
Plaisted, Adventist Health.

Visit Tillamook Coast donates four beach wheelchairs to high-demand areas, part of tourism’s equity to outdoor access program. 
Courtesy photo

Beach access much easier thanks to 
grants from Visit Tillamook Coast

As part of their strategic 
commitment to out-

door access, Tillamook Coast 
Visitors Association (Visit 
Tillamook Coast) has deliv-
ered four beach wheelchairs 
to three high-demand beach 
areas in Tillamook County: 
Manzanita, Rockaway Beach 
and Pacific City. The chairs 
will be available to the 
public, at no cost, through 
Manzanita Visitors Center, 
Troxel’s in Rockaway Beach, 
and Kiwanda Hospitality in 
Pacific City.

Manzanita, which receives 
one chair, has offered beach 
wheelchairs for several years, 

but a chair in their stable was 
beyond repair after more than 
10 years in service. Troxel’s, 
which gets one chair, began 
offering the service in 2019, 
but the chair they have now 
(purchased by Troxel’s) was 
not enough to meet demand. 
Pacific City, which has not 
previously had beach wheel-
chairs available to the public, 
receives two chairs.

“When our budget was 
drastically cut this fiscal year, 
we thought we might have 
to put this program on hold,” 
said Nan Devlin, executive 
director of Tillamook Coast 
Visitors Association. “Fortu-
nately, we received $10,000 
in a COVID-relief grant from 
Travel Oregon to help with 
our operational costs, so that 
freed up just enough funds 
in our budget to go ahead 
and purchase these beach 
wheelchairs.”

TCVA’s destination 
management strategic plan 
includes helping improve 

outdoor access for people 
of all abilities. This was espe-
cially important to Devlin, 
whose late mother suffered 
from Parkinson’s Disease.

“Being at the Oregon 
Coast, being on the beach, 
was a family ritual. It’s 
where we had our best times 
growing up,” said Devlin. 
“As my mother’s mobility 
decreased with Parkinson’s, 
it became harder and harder 
for her to walk on sand. I saw 
and felt her disappointment 
and sadness, and fear of 
falling. I know firsthand how 
important it is to individu-
als with mobility issues to 
enjoy the coast in meaningful 
ways.”

In choosing equity part-
ners, TCVA looked for beach 
accessibility, high visitor 
counts, ability to respond 
to requests for the chairs, 
and partners who could 
maintain the equipment. The 
chairs were purchased from 
Debug Mobility Products, a 

company recommended to 
TCVA by Seaside’s tourism 
organization for the chairs’ 
long-lasting quality and the 
company’s customer service. 
For more information, visit 
www.beachwheelchair.com

“With our close proxim-
ity to beach access at Cape 
Kiwanda, and seven days 
a week staffing, we volun-
teered to manage the beach 
wheelchairs, making them 
available to both locals and 
visitors,” and Kiwanda Hos-
pitality’s CEO, Jim Prinzing. 
To reserve a beach wheel-
chair in Pacific City, email 
adventures@headlands.com

“Our one chair was some-
times too small for people 
to sit comfortably, so this 
new chair gives us a way to 
accommodate more adults as 
well as children,” said Victor 
and Jenn Troxel, co-owners 
of Troxel’s store, located 

For the Citizen

Vaccine doses 
continue to 
trickle into 
Oregon
Oregon recently exceeded 100,000 cases of 

COVID-19 and recorded over 1,300 virus 
related deaths. Despite the consistent increase, Gov-
ernor Kate Brown and the Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) remain optimistic the coronavirus spread is 
slowing.

During a Dec. 22 press conference, Gov. Brown 
was joined by OHA Director Pat Allen to update 
Oregonians on COVID-19 vaccine distribution, 
financial relief and more.

“It’s really, really tough to be heading into a 
time where traditional celebrations are once again 
hindered by the virus,” Gov. Brown said. “Every 
single family that has lost a loved one to this virus 
and every Oregonian that has suffered emotionally, 
financially or physically from COVID-19, I want 
you to know that you are in my thoughts.”

Gov. Brown said there is light at the end of the 
tunnel however, and nearly 4,500 healthcare work-
ers in Oregon have received the COVID-19 vaccine 
so far. Oregon received the full 35,100 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine allocated by the federal government 
and distributed doses to 16 hospitals across the state 
last week.

“I’m grateful for the healthcare workers who have 
been heroes throughout this pandemic,” Allen said. 
“It’s fitting, truly, that they are the ones among the 
first to be vaccinated who will light the path for all 
of us to follow out of this dark terrible forest that is 
the coronavirus pandemic.”

In addition to the Pfizer vaccine, Allen said the 
Western States Scientific Safety Review Work-
group now recommends the Moderna vaccine after 
confirming it as safe and effective. An issue with 
distributing the Pfizer vaccine is the need to store 
in freezing temperatures. But according to OHA, 
the Moderna vaccine does not need to be stored at 
those temperatures. Allen feels this gives the state an 
advantage to easier distribution, especially to more 
rural areas.

Over 12,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine ar-
rived in Oregon this week and the state is expecting 
an additional 25,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine. 
Later in the week, Allen said over 72,000 doses of 
the Moderna vaccine are due to arrive in Oregon.

By the end of the month, OHA expects to have 
received over 92,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and 
97,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine. However, 
Allen said these allocations are often ever-changing 
due to supply and demand across the United States.

“That means we have to be prepared for months 
of limited supplies and the need to prioritize who 
gets the vaccine and when,” Allen said.

Oregon has also begun administering the vaccine 
to residents and staff of long-term care facilities. 
OHA reported that 10,000 doses of the Pfizer vac-
cine have been distributed so far statewide as Gov. 
Brown noted the care facilities have been among the 
hardest hit by the pandemic.

“It feels really good to be able to start these vac-
cinations with the hope that these folks can reunite 
with their families once again and feel safe from the 
virus soon,” Gov. Brown said.

Gov. Brown also noted that daily case counts 
have tapered off a bit lately. The state is attribut-
ing some the decrease to the two-week freeze and 
additional safety restrictions that Gov. Brown said 
‘blunted the virus surge.’

n See VACCINE, Page 6
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2020 STATE OF THE BAYS
A report on the  habitat restoration, enhancement and conservation projects 

completed by Tillamook Estuaries Partnership and our partners from 2015 - 2019.
View the full report online at www.TBNEP.org.

Graphics by Elise Wahl | Timberdoodle Studio

A look back at the top 10 stories of 2020 in Tillamook County
We took a look at the 

top 10 most read and 
shared stories of 2020 in this 
Progress section of our last 
paper of 2020. It’s hard to 
plot out where you are going 
if you don’t take time to see 
where you’ve been. 

Number One
Sept. 2, 2020

Hunter gored by elk in 
Tillamook County

 
Mark David, of Hillsboro, 

was archery hunting on 
Saturday, Aug. 29, on private 
property in the area of Trask 
Road East in Tillamook. 
David wounded a bull elk 
but was unable to locate it 
before dark. 

 According to Oregon 
State Police (OSP), David 
and the landowner attempted 
to find the wounded bull the 
morning of Sunday, Aug. 30. 
At approximately 9:15 a.m., 
David located the bull and 
attempted to kill it with his 
bow.  The elk charged David 
and gored him in the neck 
with its antlers. 

 The landowner attempted 
to help David but he sus-
tained fatal injuries and died. 

Number Two
Sept. 8, 2020

Incident command 
provides Pike Fire update

The Pike Fire started at 
approximately 10:50 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 7, and at this 
time, has grown to between 
50 and 100 acres in size and 
is at minimal containment. 
Crews have been battling 
high winds and are focusing 
on structural protection as 
they prepare for the night. 

The sheriff’s office said 
no structures have been lost 
at this point. Winds are ex-
pected to remain steady with 
gusts up to 30 mph decreas-
ing to 20 mph overnight. 
Currently Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry, Tillamook 
Fire District, Nestucca Rural 
Fire District, Bay City Fire, 
Garibaldi Fire, Nehalem Bay 
Fire, Netarts Oceanside Fire, 
the Sheriff’s Office, White-
head Reforestation, South 
Fork Inmate crews, and 
private heavy equipment op-
erators are currently battling 
the fires.  

Evacuations were insti-
tuted for residents and will 

be reevaluated at least 8 a.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 9. Initially 
a shelter was established at 
the Tillamook County Fair-
grounds. Due to lack of use, 
the shelter has been closed 
subject to reevaluation. We 
are requesting people stay 
clear of the area so as not to 
impede emergency opera-
tions. 

In addition, the Port Fire 
started at approximately 
10:29 p.m. on Sept. 7, and 
had burned approximately 7 
acres and is fully contained. 
No structures lost, but there 
have been flare ups due to 
the winds and crews remain 
battling this fire as well. 

Tillamook PUD and other 
utilities have been working 
throughout the last 24 hours 
and power and other utilities 
are being restored gradually 
to all customers. Visit tpud.
org/outages for additional 
information. 

Again, please remain out 
of these areas for your safety 
and that of the firefighters. 
Please do not call 911 or 
the nonemergency line for 
Tillamook 911 for updates on 
evacuations or fire informa-
tion. The information will be 
put out as available. 

Number Three
Sept. 9, 2020

Lincoln City ordered 
to evacuate

Lincoln City, on the Ore-
gon coast, has been ordered 
to evacuate immediately 
(Level 3: GO NOW) due to 
imminent arrival of the Echo 
Mountain Fire. Citizens of 
Lincoln City are advised to 
travel safely and avoid State 
Highway 18 as they evac-
uate. Currently, Hwy 101 
north and south are open; 
Hwy 229 (Siletz Hwy) is 
open.

Surrounding areas 
currently under Level 2 
evacuation (areas south of 
Barnett Road to Campbell 
Rd. and Glenwood) will be 
notified by Lincoln County 
officials to evacuate as soon 
as the traffic clears from the 
Lincoln City evacuation.

A Red Cross Temporary 
Evacuation Point (TEP) has 
been set up at Oregon Coast 
Community College in South 
Beach at 400 SE College 
Way, Newport, OR 97366. 
Buses are staged at Lincoln 
City Safeway and Lincoln 

City Community Center 
for those with transporta-
tion needs. Lincoln County 
Fairgrounds is accepting 
livestock and other animals 
excluding dogs and cats.

Neighboring communities, 
such as Newport, Depoe 
Bay, Neskowin and Pacific 
City, are encouraged to avoid 
travel at this time to allow 
evacuees needed access to 
roadways. Please be aware 
and as accommodating as 
possible for those seeking 
safety.

Number Four
March 26, 2020

First presumptive 
case of COVID-19 in 
Tillamook County

 
Health officials confirmed 

Thursday, March 26, the 
first presumptive case of 
COVID-19 coronavirus in 
Tillamook County.

The individual is a health 
care provider between 35 
and 54 years of age. As of 
Thursday, the provider is 
reportedly convalescing at 
home under quarantine. She 
is employed by the county 
and works at the Tillamook 
County Community Health 
Centers.

“Like all health care staff, 
this provider and other health 
center staff have been using 
recommended precautions 
and personal protective 
equipment to limit exposure 
and transmission,” said Lisa 
Steffey, Community Health 
Centers. “Consequently, we 
expect to have limited the 
transmission to other staff or 
patients.”

The Community Health 
Centers clinic in Tillamook 
was closed immediately and 
staff were sent home.

Number Five
Sept. 9, 2020

Sheriff’s office provides 
Pike Fire update

The Pike Fire started at 
approximately 10:50 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 7, in the Pike 
Road / Doughty Road area 
and at this time has grown to 
approximately 175 acres. Or-
egon Department of Forestry 
(ODF) is reporting minimal 
containment currently.

The sheriff’s office said 
there are over 100 ODF 

personnel in addition to four 
South Fork Prison Camp 
Fire Crews and all local 
resources. The fire’s speed 
has been unpredictable due 
to changing wind speeds 
and directions, but it has 
been moving southeasterly 
direction and away from the 
state forest and residences. 
Crews have been battling 
winds and rough terrain and 
are focusing on structural 
protection as they prepare for 
the night.

Number Six
April 10, 2020

They’re back: Outsiders 
still coming to 

Tillamook County

“With this nice weather, 
we are seeing – unfortunately 
– more and more people 
from outside of Tillamook 
County coming here,” Com-
missioner David Yamamoto 
said during a teleconference 
this past week.

Yamamoto said he was 
bothered by people choosing 
to ignore the stay at home 
order put in place by Gov. 
Kate Brown. He noted the 
frequency of out-of-state 
license plates and said local 
enforcement is limited in 
what can be done. Yamamoto 
asked the public to continue 
reporting activity so that au-
thorities can have a conver-
sation with visitors.

“It’s very difficult for us to 
just close down our borders; 
it’s not something we can 
do easily,” Yamamoto said. 
“I’m hoping that people will 
understand, but please, if you 
see things like that going on 
in the county, please let us 
know.”

Sheriff Jim Horton con-
firmed numerous sighting of 
non-Oregon license plates 
in the south county area, 
particularly around Pacific 
City. He pointed out that law 
enforcement is not autho-
rized to stop vehicles just for 
having a license plate from 
another state.

Horton said Tillamook 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
taking an educational ap-
proach, making contact when 
possible to advise people of 
the state order and encourage 
them to return home.

“That’s a very slippery 
slope just to contact citizens 
for no reason other than 
that,” Horton said. “Having 

an out-of-state license plate, 
yes we’re concerned about 
them in our area and in our 
community, but we do have 
to respect their constitutional 
rights as well.”

Horton said concerned 
citizens should call his office 
rather than dispatch, add-
ing that short-term rental 
concerns should be directed 
to the Community Develop-
ment office. He said while 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s 
Office (TCSO) deputies are 
busy, they are seeing a lot 
of compliance from local 
citizens.

Number Seven
Nov. 3, 2020

Christmas basket program 
applications available

The Tillamook Ecumeni-
cal Committee (TEC) is now 
accepting applications for 
the annual Christmas basket 
program. They will work 
with providers and sponsors 
who will adopt families in 
Tillamook.

Dave Stuck, moderator 
of the TEC, said those who 
would like to apply for the 
program need to fill out an 
application. The applications 
can be picked up at CARE in 
Tillamook, located at 2310 
1st St. The TEC encourages 
families and people who are 
in need of a Christmas din-
ner, and a gift for their child, 
to submit an application.

There is an explanation 
on the application that states 
if the program is short on 
sponsors, those new to the 
program would receive the 
program before those who 
have received it in the past, 
but this is in rare cases.

“In the last few years, its 
been around 250 families 
adopted overall,” Stuck said.

The Christmas basket 
program has been going on 
for the past 10 years, thanks 
to the generosity of its spon-
sors.

Number Eight
Aug. 13, 2020

Garibaldi resident 
arrested for filming 
child pornography

A citizen contacted the 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s 
Office on Sunday, Aug. 9, 
with some concerns regard-
ing some electronic devices. 

The electronic devices 
reportedly contained child 
pornography and were turned 
into the sheriff’s office 
CAMI detectives.

The sheriff’s office said an 
investigation was conducted 
and through the course of the 
investigation, detectives were 
able to identify the suspect 
that filmed the recordings as 
Nickolas Edward Olson, 36, 
of Garibaldi.

On Aug. 11, detectives 
located Olson after having 
had returned from a fishing 
trip and contacted him at 
his residence. Following an 
interview with Olson, he 
was arrested for 16 counts of 
encouraging child sex abuse 
in the first degree, 16 counts 
of possession of child por-
nography in the first degree, 
16 counts of invasion of 
personal privacy in the first 
degree. During the arrest, a 
search of Olson’s person pro-
duced evidence of drug use. 
He was consequently also 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and lodged in the Tillamook 
County Jail.

Sheriff Jim Horton said 
that the sheriff’s office main-
tains two detectives assigned 
to investigate cases of child 
abuse/neglect and domestic 
violence. These positions are 
funded through state and fed-
eral grants and are a key line 
of defense for the defense of 
the most vulnerable popu-
lation – youth and families 
– which is an upmost priority 
for Horton and his staff. 
These are services we cannot 
do without, Horton added.

Number Nine
April 9, 2020

Oregon closes 
recreational 

hunting, fishing 
to non-residents

The state is closing rec-
reational hunting, fishing, 
crabbing and clamming to 
non-residents due to con-
cerns about travel to Ore-
gon to participate in these 
outdoor activities, according 
to the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).

Traveling could spread 
COVID-19 coronavirus and 
put more of a burden on Or-
egon’s coastal communities. 
Tillamook County officials 
had already discussed con-
cerns that clammers from 

Pearl & Oyster
Music Festival

Bay City
Be sure to watch 

for our annual 
TWO-DAY EVENT 

coming to Bay City, Oregon 

Friday, August 27 & Saturday August 28, 2021
Vendors, Food, Music and Fun for All Ages
For more information about becoming a vendor or entertainer at the 2021 festival, 

contact Jody at (503) 931-9721 or email jodydesign@hotmail.com
H62824

per COVID-19 pandemic conditions
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www.tillamookheadlightherald.com  •  www.northcoastcitizen.com • 1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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A look back at the top 10 stories of 2020 in Tillamook County
The electronic devices 
reportedly contained child 
pornography and were turned 
into the sheriff’s office 
CAMI detectives.

The sheriff’s office said an 
investigation was conducted 
and through the course of the 
investigation, detectives were 
able to identify the suspect 
that filmed the recordings as 
Nickolas Edward Olson, 36, 
of Garibaldi.

On Aug. 11, detectives 
located Olson after having 
had returned from a fishing 
trip and contacted him at 
his residence. Following an 
interview with Olson, he 
was arrested for 16 counts of 
encouraging child sex abuse 
in the first degree, 16 counts 
of possession of child por-
nography in the first degree, 
16 counts of invasion of 
personal privacy in the first 
degree. During the arrest, a 
search of Olson’s person pro-
duced evidence of drug use. 
He was consequently also 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and lodged in the Tillamook 
County Jail.

Sheriff Jim Horton said 
that the sheriff’s office main-
tains two detectives assigned 
to investigate cases of child 
abuse/neglect and domestic 
violence. These positions are 
funded through state and fed-
eral grants and are a key line 
of defense for the defense of 
the most vulnerable popu-
lation – youth and families 
– which is an upmost priority 
for Horton and his staff. 
These are services we cannot 
do without, Horton added.

Number Nine
April 9, 2020

Oregon closes 
recreational 

hunting, fishing 
to non-residents

The state is closing rec-
reational hunting, fishing, 
crabbing and clamming to 
non-residents due to con-
cerns about travel to Ore-
gon to participate in these 
outdoor activities, according 
to the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).

Traveling could spread 
COVID-19 coronavirus and 
put more of a burden on Or-
egon’s coastal communities. 
Tillamook County officials 
had already discussed con-
cerns that clammers from 

Pearl & Oyster
Music Festival

Bay City
Be sure to watch 

for our annual 
TWO-DAY EVENT 

coming to Bay City, Oregon 

Friday, August 27 & Saturday August 28, 2021
Vendors, Food, Music and Fun for All Ages
For more information about becoming a vendor or entertainer at the 2021 festival, 

contact Jody at (503) 931-9721 or email jodydesign@hotmail.com
H62824

per COVID-19 pandemic conditions

(503) 842-5561
Fax: (503) 842-6321

E-mail: tdr97141@gmail.com

405 Main Ave. N. , 
Tillamook, OR 97141

H48490

Tillamook Diesel RepaiR

For Your Support & Patronage

Se habla español
801 Pacific Avenue • Tillamook

www.tillamookchc.org

To schedule your appointment
503-842-3938 • 800-528-2938 • TTY 711

            Wellness Exams
       For ages 3 and up, extended to Dec. 31
                        (by popular demand)

•  NO COST to you (insurance will be billed)

•  $25 Gift card (mailed after visit)

If you have not had a wellness exam 

in the past year.

The wellness exam* will cover:

  •  Physical exam
  •  Immunizations
  •  Lab testing (as needed)
  •  Dental, hearing, nutritional and vision screening

             * Wellness exam meets all of the requirements 
                                             for a sports physical

out of state had intentions 
to swarm local areas this 
coming weekend.

“I hope this will help dis-
suade out-of-state clammers 
with the low tides this com-
ing weekend,” Tillamook 
County Commissioner Mary 
Faith Bell said.

As of Friday 11:59 p.m., 
non-residents may no longer 
participate in these activ-
ities in Oregon. The ban 
stands until state coronavirus 
restrictions are lifted and it 
is deemed safe to travel into 
Oregon. This order does not 
apply to anyone living in Or-
egon for less than six months 
who has not yet established 
residency.

Number Ten
Sept. 8, 2020

ODF, Tillamook County 
agencies respond to fires

East winds and smoke 
moved into the coast range 
Monday afternoon, Sept. 7, 
causing extreme fire condi-
tions. Late Monday and into 
Tuesday morning, Sept. 8, 
two fires started and grew 

quickly.
The first fire was on 

Stimson ownership east of 
the Blimp Base. Oregon De-
partment of Forestry (ODF) 
responded with employees 
from Stimson and a contract 
dozer and held the fire to 7 
acres. The fire was controlled 
and is in mop-up phase.

The larger of the two, 
Pike Road Fire, has grown to 
over 40 acres in size. ODF 
personnel responded to this 
fire along with Tillamook 
Fire, Nestucca Rural, Bay 
City, and Garibaldi Fire 
departments, Tillamook 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
South Fork Inmate crews and 
heavy equipment operators. 
The Pike Road fire resulted 
in evacuations and extreme 
fire activity. A shelter has 
been established at the 
county fairgrounds, 4-H 
dorms for evacuees.

The fire continues to be 
active and plans are being 
made for day shift with con-
tinued dozer work, engines 
and three hand crews. The 
cause of the fire remains 
under investigation.

All emergency responders 
ask the public to not enter 

the area of the fire for your 
safety and that of the fire-
fighters. The weather pattern 
of east winds and low hu-
midity will continue through 
Sept. 8 and into Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, and then followed 
by hot and dry conditions, 
keeping the risk of fire high 
across the area. ODF is ask-
ing for the public’s contin-
ued efforts to limit risk and 
follow the county-wide burn 
ban put in place on Sept. 7.

ODF would like to Thank 
Fred Meyer for donating all 
the food for the firefighters 
this morning.

The Tillamook County 
Incident Command Team 
would like to advise ev-
eryone that the evacuation 
order for the Pike Fire has 
not been lifted.  They are 
working on it and will advise 
as soon as it is safe to go in.  
In the meanwhile, they ask 
that people not call 911 or 
the nonemergency line for 
Tillamook 911 to inquire 
about being able to return to 
the area.  Dispatch is being 
inundated with these calls 
while trying to assist with 
emergency callers.

H62890
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YOU CAN GET
THERE.

WE CAN HELP.

LEARN HOW TBCC
CAN HELP YOU

REACH YOUR
POTENTIAL.

TILLAMOOKBAYCC.EDU 

FIND OUT FIRST
HAND WHAT

YOU'RE MADE OF

The past year presented 
some interesting challenges 
for all of us, but it was also 
not without some great news. 
Tillamook Bay Community 
College was ranked #10 for 
Best Community Colleges 
in the United States for 2020 
according to SmartAsset, 
a financial technology firm 
that has conducted the study 
for the past seven years. The 
study ranked 821 of the 1,050 
community colleges in the 
U.S. by analyzing student-to-
faculty ratio, graduation and 
transfer rate, and cost of 
tuition and fees. The college 
was also ranked #6 in the 
state on the list of 2020 Best 
Online Community Colleges 
in Oregon according to the 
Guide to Online Schools. 
The ranking is determined 
by several factors, including 
retention rate, graduation rate, 
percentage of online enroll-
ment data, and the number 
of online associate degrees 
offered.

Here are some other 
highlights from 2020
New Academic Programs
The College thinks 

carefully about developing 
degrees, certificates, and 
educational opportunities 
that will meet the needs of 
students and employers in the 
community. The process in-
cludes meeting with business 
and industry professionals, 
listening to future workforce 
needs, and being innovative 
in how the college addresses 
these needs within the scope 
of academic learning and ca-
reer-technical skill building.

In 2019/2020, TBCC
 introduced the following

• A new Basic Healthcare 
Certificate was created that 
can be completed while a 
student is still in high school. 
The first high school student 
to complete this certificate 
will finalize their internship 
this winter term. 

• Three new certificates 
were added in Welding Tech-
nology: SMAW, GMAW, and 
GTAW. 

• A new Associate of 
Applied Science Degree in 

Agricultural Technology was 
developed with input from 
several local farmers and 
producers including Zwiefel, 
Oldenkamp and DaLaval. 
Courses are taught by local 
industry experts and students 
spend a great deal of time 
in the field doing hands-on 
learning.

• The college launched 
an Associate of Applied 
Science Degree in Health-
care Administration, where 
students take courses in 
healthcare business and 
choose a clinical certificate in 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) Phlebotomy or 
Medical Assisting. Students 
can also now earn the Phle-
botomy certificate for credit 
in addition to non-credit. The 
brand new Medical Assisting 
certificate began in 2020, and 
all program graduates were 
not only highly recruited but 
also able to accept employ-
ment locally. 

• The Tillamook Works 
program launched, and 
placed its first intern at the 
TCCA Farm Store over the 
summer. Tillamook Works is 
a career readiness program 
that connects high school and 
college students in Tillamook 
County to local businesses, 
organizations, and profes-
sionals through internships 
and career exploration 
activities. The Tillamook 
Works program is supported 
by Tillamook Bay Commu-
nity College, Neah-Kah-Nie 
School District, Nestucca 
Valley School District, Til-
lamook School District, and 
the Northwest Regional ESD.  

• The college also added 
transfer degree options in 
both Biology and English. 
Students in these degree pro-
grams can transfer to every 
public university in Oregon 
as a junior in their major. 

• In 2020, TBCC began 
offering three new options 
to complete a degree online. 
Students can now complete 
an Associate of Arts Oregon 
Transfer (AAO¬¬T), Asso-
ciate of Science (AS), and an 
Associate of General Studies 
(AGS) degree completely 
online. The three degrees 

join the Business Adminis-
tration degree that has been 
online since 2015. There are 
also four certificates that can 
be earned online including 
certificates in accounting and 
office supervision.

Equity and Inclusion
In 2020, the TBCC 

Leadership Team affirmed 
their support for Black Lives 
Matter. As an educational in-
stitution, the College believes 
it has an obligation to speak 
up and take an active part in 
dismantling systemic racism. 
To this end, over the summer 
TBCC screened the movie 
‘Just Mercy’ at the Tillamook 
Coliseum Theater free to the 
community to start a commu-
nity wide discussion on the 
topic. Seventy people viewed 
the film. 

TBCC will continue to 
focus on community-wide 
discussions and efforts to 
dismantle racist systems and 
inequities within Tillamook 
County and the nation.

Expanding Career
Technical Education

The College increased Ca-
reer-Technical education of-
ferings in the academic year 
2019-2020. The focus this 
past year was on healthcare 
and industrial technology and 
was to support the needs of 
local employers seeking to 
hire qualified, high-skilled 
employees to fill high-wage 
jobs. To support the growth 
in the Manufacturing and 
Industrial Technology pro-
grams, TBCC purchased the 
former Mechtronics building, 
which sits on Third Street 
across from the college’s 
main campus. This building 
will become the Center for 
Industrial Technology and 
house the Manufacturing 
and Industrial Technology 
programs, which have been 
in desperate need of space to 
grow. 

Small Business 
Development Center
The TBCC Small Business 

Development Center (SBDC) 
has been a key resource 

for businesses impacted by 
COVID-19.  

The client load increased 
from the usual 110-120 busi-
nesses per year to 230 small 
businesses served. Training 
programs were added around 
managing through challeng-
ing times, how to access 
SBA disaster assistance and 
using creativity to survive a 
disaster.  

The SBDC partnered with 
the Tillamook County Eco-
nomic Development Council 
to help distribute multiple 
rounds of grant funding, to-
taling $798,000 so far, to the 
business community. SBDC 
clients reported raising over 
$870,000 in new capital so 
far in 2020. Additionally, 
they provided 38 training 
programs with a total of 297 
participants. Many of the 
workshops were offered at no 
charge through grant funding 
provided by The Ford Family 
Foundation.  

High-Tech Classroom 
Options

The pandemic threw 
everyone in education a 
curve ball, and the college 
did its part to meet the health 
crisis head on. TBCC was 
a frontliner in developing a 
brand new class modality 
that allows students to take 
certain classes either in 
person, via Zoom, or online 
simultaneously in the same 
term and same class (or move 
back and forth in modalities 
where needed). This hy-flex 
class option launched winter 

term, and gives students a 
level of flexibility that meets 
their needs while still deliver-
ing high-quality education. It 
also helps keep students safe 
as they can work from home 
when able, and come in for 
face-to-face instruction as 
needed.

COVID Response
In mid-March, the world 

was impacted by the spread-
ing coronavirus pandemic. 
The College made a series of 
decisions over the first few 
weeks of the pandemic to 
keep both students and staff 
safe, including taking a step 
back from offering in-per-
son classes for spring term. 
However, the College came 
back strong and through a 
detailed and evolving Covid 
Response Plan, was able to 
safely offer 60% of classes 
face-to-face in summer and 
fall terms.

During spring and fall 
term, TBCC offered free col-
lege classes to juniors and se-
niors enrolled in a Tillamook 
County high school as a way 
to support K-12 students with 
additional learning options. 
Students who enrolled earned 
college credits and saved a 
total of $134,000 in college 
tuition and fees. 

Facilities Master Plan
The TBCC Board of 

Education approved the 
College’s Facilities Master 
Plan in 2020, which calls for 
a renovation of the current 
main campus building to 

better serve students, and a 
new two-story building on 
the south college lot across 
the driveway from the main 
campus. The new building 
will include both office and 
classroom space and an adja-
cent community-space with a 
seating capacity of 500. The 
plan is current being consid-
ered by the legislature for 
match funding for up to $8M 
in state funds. The College 
has reached a critical state in 
its ability to continue to meet 
the needs of the community 
within the current infrastruc-
ture, and an approval of the 
Facilities Master Plan is the 
first step toward making 
these improvements. 

Looking toward the future
In 2021, TBCC will cel-

ebrate its 40th anniversary, 
and will plan an appropriate 
celebration with the commu-
nity. While it is unclear at 
this point what that will look 
like, the college intends to 
recognize this milestone and 
share its accomplishments 
and growth over the last four 
decades. 

The College will also 
undergo its first 7-year 
accreditation visit in October 
2021. This is an opportunity 
to showcase to the Northwest 
Commission on Colleges and 
Universities how the college 
is meeting our strategic goals. 
Every accredited college is 
reviewed on a 7-year basis, 
and this is TBCC’s first inde-
pendently-accredited review. 

TBCC progresses in 2020 with an award winning year
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headlightads@countrymedia.net
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Deadlines
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before publication date

Citizen
North Coast

Astro
& Odie

FREE
ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H40845

H
40844

20 Years Experience in Tillamook County

503-801-6016

Engineering

H
40

84
7

Attorney

Realty

Landscaping

Astro
& Odie

FREE
ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H40845

Floor Covering

johnaedgar@outlook.com

(503) 368-3362
Cell (503) 812-0830

Construction

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC

H
40

84
3

• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel

Highlight of the Week

Business     Service Directory& To advertise call 503-842-7535 
or email Katherine at 

headlightads@countrymedia.net

Business     Service 
Directory

&
To advertise

Call 503-842-7535 

Citizen
North Coast

Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street • PO Box 156
Nehalem 97131-0156
503-368-5612
nehalembayumc@gmail.com 
The Reverend Steve Wolff
Worship Service: Sunday 11:00
Adult Sunday School: 
9:30 A.M. Sunday 

Nehalem Senior Lunches: 
Noon Tuesday & Thursday
Nursery Available 
ADA Accessible

Manzanita
Calvary Bible Church
560 Laneda Avenue, PO Box 308
Manzanita, OR 503-368-5202
calvarymanzanita@gmail.com
Pastor Ryan Holloway
Worship Service: 8:30 A.M. 
& 11:00 A.M. Sunday
Sunday School: 10 A.M. 
Nursery Available
ADA Accessible

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Are you DOWNSIZING, 
organizing an ESTATE SALE, 

GARAGE SALE or FUNDRAISER?
Use our classifieds to get the word out!

Contact us today!
503-842-7535

headlightads@countrymedia.net
classifieds@orcoastnews.com

Cannon Beach Gazette
North Coast Citizen

Tillamook Headlight Herald
Lincoln City News Guard 

Clatskanie Chief
St. Helens Chronicle

better serve students, and a 
new two-story building on 
the south college lot across 
the driveway from the main 
campus. The new building 
will include both office and 
classroom space and an adja-
cent community-space with a 
seating capacity of 500. The 
plan is current being consid-
ered by the legislature for 
match funding for up to $8M 
in state funds. The College 
has reached a critical state in 
its ability to continue to meet 
the needs of the community 
within the current infrastruc-
ture, and an approval of the 
Facilities Master Plan is the 
first step toward making 
these improvements. 

Looking toward the future
In 2021, TBCC will cel-

ebrate its 40th anniversary, 
and will plan an appropriate 
celebration with the commu-
nity. While it is unclear at 
this point what that will look 
like, the college intends to 
recognize this milestone and 
share its accomplishments 
and growth over the last four 
decades. 

The College will also 
undergo its first 7-year 
accreditation visit in October 
2021. This is an opportunity 
to showcase to the Northwest 
Commission on Colleges and 
Universities how the college 
is meeting our strategic goals. 
Every accredited college is 
reviewed on a 7-year basis, 
and this is TBCC’s first inde-
pendently-accredited review. 

Annual two-day festival 
in Bay City, Oregon

per COVID-19 pandemic conditions

Friday, August 27 and Saturday, August 28, 2021 
For more information about 

becoming a vendor or entertainer, 
contact Jody at (503) 931-9721 or email 

jodydesign@hotmail.com 

Pearl & Oyster
Music Festival

Bay City

Call for 
Vendors & Entertainers

H
62

85
9

Experienced Medication Aide
Kilchis House and Nehalem Bay House

Experience the non-profit difference 
where Residents are number one!

Contact Nehalem Bay House at (503) 368-6445 
or Kilchis House at (503) 801-1529

email tdelano@careinc.org
H49552

CNA’s encouraged to apply
30/60/90 day reviews with potential 

for pay increases.
Healthy bonus structure

Hero bonuses
Outstanding PPE

Paid Time Off
Delicious meals

Experienced long-term management
The opportunity to make a difference 

in the lives of others

 

 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141 

 

Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!  

We are looking for the following positions: 

RN or LPN: Part-time 

CNA: Full or Part time (Ask about our sign on 
bonus!) 

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at  

https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/ 

Walk – Ins welcome! 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141
Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!
We are looking for the following positions:

CNA – Full time & Part time
RN/LPN – Full time & Part time

Dietary Aide – Part time
For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3101, or apply online at 

https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/ H49982

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141

Are you looking to start a 
career in healthcare?

Take an 8 hour course to become a 
Temporary Nursing Assistant.
We have full time and part time 

positions available.
For more information please email 

Chant’e Griffin at cgriffin@nvcarecenter.org 
or apply online at 

www.nehalemcarecenter.com

H4
97

33

Let us help you get 
your office organized
For 2021. We provide

CONFIDENTIAL
DOCUMENT 
SHREDDING

(503) 457-3089 
SIGHT UNSEEN 

SHREDDING, LLC 
License #20-480 H6

28
72
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   The Citizen welcomes letters that express readers’ opinions 
on current topics. Letters may be submitted by email only, 
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Obituaries
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obituaries. 
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week prior to publication.
All obituary announcements are placed on the North Coast 
Citizen website at no cost.
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Treatment Plant Operator 
CITY OF ROCKAWAY BEACH 

 
See position descriptions and our application form 

at our Employment Openings page.  Submit resumes 
and applications to the City of Rockaway Beach, P.O. 
Box 5, Rockaway Beach, Oregon 97136, or by email 
to cityhall@corb.us  First review of applications will 

be held January 15, 2021. 
 

City of Rockaway Beach – Plant 
Operator I/II  
The City of Rockaway Beach is seeking a motivated 
individual to join the Public Works team as a 
Treatment Plant Operator I or II, depending on 
experience and certification.  
 
The Operator I position performs a variety of 
technical duties involved in the construction, 
maintenance, and operation of the City’s public 
infrastructure and equipment with an emphasis on 
the City’s water and wastewater systems. This is 
an entry level position. The applicant must either 
possess or be reasonably able to obtain an Oregon 
Water Treatment I Certification and an Oregon 
Wastewater Treatment 1 certification within 2 
years of employment. Starting wage for Operator I 
ranges from $18.72- $21.71 per hour depending 
upon qualifications and experience. 
 
The Operator II is an intermediate level position, 
performing inspection, maintenance, and 
troubleshooting of the City’s water and wastewater 
systems. This position requires basic to 
intermediate knowledge of water and wastewater 
treatment plant operation and technical skills to 
interpret telemetry information and generate 
compliance reports. The applicant must either 
possess or be reasonably able to obtain an Oregon 
Water Treatment 2 Certification and an Oregon 
Wastewater Treatment 2 certification within 12 
months of employment. Starting wage for Operator 
II ranges from $23.03- $26.70 per hour depending 
upon qualifications and experience. 
 
Both positions require a high school diploma or 
GED, and possession of a valid Oregon Drivers 
License. Applicants must pass a 
background/driving check and pre-employment 
drug/alcohol screening. Both positions are full-time 
40-hour per week hourly position with competitive 
health, dental, vision, and retirement benefits. 
Employees in each position must to be able to 
respond to call-outs and/or emergencies within 20 
minutes. Position descriptions and employment 
application are available in person, by 
appointment, at the front counter of City Hall (276 
S. Hwy 101, Rockaway Beach, OR 97136) or online 
via the City’s website at www.corb.us. The City of 
Rockaway Beach is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
*First Review of Applications: January 15th, 2021* 
 

 
 

NOW HIRING
Bus Drivers

Tillamook County Transportation District 
(TCTD) is looking for customer service-
oriented individuals to join our team of 
professional drivers.  Training provided 
along with competitive wages and 
benefits.

Application available online at: 
http://www.nworegontransit.org/jobs/
transit-driver/ 

Submit completed application to:
Tillamook County Transportation District
Attn: Driver Position
3600 Third Street, Suite A
Tillamook OR 97141
Fax: 503-815-2834 
or email: 
hr@tillamookbus.com 

 

3600 Third St. Ste A, Tillamook OR  97141  (503) 815-8283  Fax (503) 815-2834 
www.tillamookbus.com 

        Tillamook County Transportation District 
             “Connecting the community through sustainable transit services” 

 
 
        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
        Date 1/2/2019 
 
 
Contact: Doug Pilant 
Telephone: 503-842-3115 
Email:  dpilant@tillamookbus.com 
 
 
Tillamook County Transportation District Announces Board Vacancy 

The Tillamook County Transportation District (TCTD) Board of Directors is requesting 
applications from citizens interested in filling the Board’s Position # 5 vacancy.  The District’s 
Board of Directors are responsible for adopting an annual budget and setting policy for the 
operations of all public transportation in Tillamook County.   

TCTD was established in July 1997 to provide Tillamook County residents with public 
transportation services.  The District has grown over the years and now operates 7 fixed 
routes 7 days per week providing connecting services to Portland, Lincoln City, Cannon 
Beach, Salem and Yamhill County.  The District also operates demand response services 
called Dial-A-Ride and provides non-emergency medical transportation (NEMT) services for 
Tillamook County residents to access to medical services in Portland and Salem.  TCTD also 
operates the NW Rides NEMT brokerage, which coordinates medical transportation 
throughout Tillamook, Clatsop and Columbia counties.  

The person appointed to this position will serve until the next district election in May 2021.  
Applicants are required to reside within the District and be a registered voter.  Applications 
will be accepted until February 1, 2019 at 5 PM.  

Application forms are available on the District’s website at www.tillamookbus.com or may be 
picked up at the TCTD Office located at 3600 3rd Street, Suite A, Tillamook.  For more 
information please contact Cathy Bond at 503-842-2693 or at cbond@tillamookbus.com.  
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• Helical Pilings
• Foundation Leveling
• Foundation Support

• Soil Stabilization
• Deck & Patio Leveling

info@salemlandclearing.com • 503-856-2886
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

CCB# 222261

503-919-0764
 jsholzgrafe@gmail.com
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gagellcconstruction.com

RESIDENTIAL 
CONTRACTOR

All your home improvement needs

Got rot, leaky 
windows or roof, 

warped deck?
We do Siding, 

windows, decks, 
and roofs!

Coastal SIDING 
EXPERTS!

across the street from the 
Rockaway Beach wayside. 
To reserve a beach wheel-
chair in Rockaway Beach, 
call or text 541-418-2842 or 
email rockawayrocks@gmail.
com

“The demand for beach 
wheelchairs is quite high in 
Manzanita, and when one 
chair could no longer be re-

paired, we weren’t sure what 
we would do. So getting this 
new chair will help us help 
others more often,” said Dan 
Haag, manager of Manzanita 
Visitors Center. To reserve a 
beach wheelchair in Manza-
nita, call 503 812-5510.

TCVA’s other equity to 
outdoor projects are in the 
planning stages and will go 
forth when more funding be-
comes available to the organi-
zation. For more information, 
contact Nan Devlin at nan@
tillamookcoast.com

“Thanks to the decisions 
you, and the majority of Ore-
gonians continue to make, we 
are slowing the spread of this 
disease,” Gov. Brown said. 
“While our case counts are 
still up, we are avoiding many 
worse case scenarios. This is 
proof that we determine how 
the next few months play out 
while we work to swiftly dis-
tribute the COVID vaccine far 
and wide across the state.”

Both Gov. Brown and 
Allen encouraged Oregonians 

to continue following safety 
guidelines and to rethink their 
Christmas and New Years 
plans.

“Don’t let the memories of 
this holiday turn into painful 
regrets because of a care-
less gathering that led to a 
tragic outbreak,” Allen said. 
“We can enjoy each other’s 
company without being in 
each other’s presence. We can 
celebrate the season together 
in different locations. We 
can show we care about one 
another be keeping each other 
safe and healthy.”

Financial Relief
Oregon held a special ses-

sion this week to address sev-
eral financial needs that have 

been caused by the pandemic. 
The state passed legislature 
for a $800 million package 
that will provide relief for 
tenets and landlords, keep 
roofs over people’s heads by 
extending the eviction mor-
atorium and provide support 
for restaurants and bars. Gov. 
Brown said they also passed a 
wildfire relief package.

“I called for a special ses-
sion because it is absolutely 
critical we get the help to Ore-
gonians who have made the 
necessary sacrifices to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19,” 
Gov. Brown said.

Gov. Brown also ac-
knowledged the $900 billion 
pandemic relief package that 
passed through the United 
States Congress this week 
that includes direct stimulus 
payments to Americans. The 
bill includes $600 to individu-
als making up to $75,000 per 
year and $1,200 to couples 
making up to $150,000, with 
payments phased out for 
higher incomes. An additional 
$600 payment will be made 
per dependent child, similar 
to the last round of relief 
payments in the spring of 

2020. There is also a $300 per 
week jobless benefit that will 
be distributed to individuals 
on unemployment, which will 
last until March 2021.

“(Both packages) will help 
carry us through the coming 
months as we continue to 
gain traction with our vaccine 
campaign,” Gov. Brown said.

The next steps on that 
vaccine campaign includes 
widening distribution of the 
vaccine to people over 75 
and essential workers. Gov. 
Brown noted on Tuesday that 
educators and various school 
staff members will be at the 
top of the list in Oregon’s next 
round of vaccines.

“Our kids need to know 
they are number one, and 
we are doing everything we 
can to get them back in our 
classrooms,’ Gov. Brown said. 
“This pandemic has shown us 
the hard truth that in person 
instruction is so much more 
than what we take for its face 
value. School is where our 
kids connect with their com-
munity, it’s where many kids 
get meals and much needed 
support from caring adults.”

n Vaccine
Continued from Page 1

The Garibaldi Museum has 
welcomed Serena Fanning as 
their new executive direc-
tor. Fanning started at the 
museum in December and her 
current goal is to allow the 
museum to be open on a more 
regular basis during the week 
from Thursday to Monday, as 
well as being open during the 
winter months.

 Fanning has come to Til-
lamook from Colorado where 
she was a museum manager 
for the Grand County Histor-
ical Society’s Pioneer Village 
Museum. The Garibaldi 
Museum’s Board of Directors 
selected her in an extensive, 
nationwide search.

 Chris Bacon, board chair, 
said of Fanning, “We inter-

viewed almost two dozen ap-
plicants from as far as Florida 
and even Malaysia. But when 
we met Serena, we knew she 
was a good fit. We are very 
excited to see how Serena 
will take our museum into the 
virtual age.”

 One of Fanning’s favorite 
quotes is from Walt Disney: 
“We keep moving forward, 
opening new doors, and doing 
new things, because we’re 
curious and curiosity keeps 
leading us down new paths.”

 “It was an available 
opportunity and curiosity that 
brought me to Oregon. I have 
loved every minute of being 
here so far. I have enjoyed 
the people, the climate and, 
of course, my job. Sometimes 

curiosity leads us to where 
we were always meant to be 
all along,” said Fanning when 

asked what brought her to 
Garibaldi.

Garibaldi Museum welcomes new executive director

Starting in January 2021, 
the new “Driver License for 
All” law takes effect and you 
will no longer need to pro-
vide proof of legal presence 
to get a standard Oregon 
driver license or ID card. The 
law was passed by the 2019 
Legislature as House Bill 
2015.

 The standard driver 
license and ID card will 
remain as acceptable proof 
of driving privileges and as 
an identification document. 
The standard license or ID 
card, however, is not Real ID 
compliant, so you will not be 
able to use it to get on a plane 
beginning Oct. 1, 2021.

 

Appointment required

To apply for any type of 
Oregon driving privileges 
or ID card, you must make 
an appointment at DMV2U.
Oregon.gov. DMV adds 
appointment slots regularly 
to the online scheduling tool, 
with 15,000 being added 
today for March 2021. So 
check regularly until you find 
a time and DMV location that 
work for you.

 
When you go to DMV 

for your appointment, wear 
your face mask and follow all 
other safe-distance practices 
during your visit.

 

What you need to qualify

At your DMV appoint-
ment:

• Provide proof of identity, 
current legal name and date 
of birth, such as your pass-
port (current, or expired less 
than five years) or consular 
card

• Provide proof of Oregon 
address

• Provide your full 9-digit 
Social Security number (or 
certify you have not been 
issued an SSN)

• Pay fees
• Pass all required tests
• Have your picture taken
 
The card design and fees 

will be the same as they 
are today. Also the same as 
today: If you do not provide 
proof that you are a U.S. citi-
zen, you will not be automat-
ically registered to vote under 
the Oregon Motor Voter Law.

 
Online services

Many other common 
DMV services are available 
online or by mail, such as 
replacing a lost or damaged 
driver license or ID card. 
Find out what’s available 
now at OregonDMV.com or 
DMV2U.Oregon.gov.

Driver Licenses for All law takes effect January 2021

northcoastcitizen.com
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Sponsored by

SHOP.  • Anyone who shops at a locally-owned business in Tillamook County from  
 Nov. 9 through Jan. 4 is eligible to enter the Sweepstakes. Keep your receipt.
ENTER.  • Shoppers can enter once per day during the duration of the
 Sweepstakes. To enter, bring your receipts to the Tillamook Chamber of   
 Commerce during business hours (M-F, 9-5) or feel free to text a picture of your  
 receipt to 503.389.0631 along with your full name.  
 • Each week receipts turned in that week will be entered to win a weekly   
 prize sponsored by a local business and entered into the grand prize of 
 $1,000 sponsored by US Bank. 
 • Weekly drawings will take place each Tuesday, and the grand prize drawing  
 will take place early in January.
WIN.  • Check the Tillamook Chamber of Commerce Facebook page to see if you’re  
 a winner! 
For more information about the Shop Small Sweepstakes contact the 
Tillamook Chamber of Commerce.

The Tillamook Headlight Herald and North Coast Citizen are supporting the 
Shop Small Sweepstakes by offering discounted display advertising rates to small 
businesses in Tillamook County through Dec. 2020.  For more information contact 
Katherine at 503.842.7535 or email headlightads@countrymedia.net. 
Let us help you get the word out about your holiday happenings this holiday season.

January 4th Grand Prize Sponsor: US Bank $1000 Grand Prize
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November 9 - 
January 4

OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES AT 
tillamookchamber.org/sweepstakes/

asked what brought her to 
Garibaldi.

Manzanita Polar Plunge held virtually this year
Manzanita Polar Plunge will 

be held differently this year due 
to COVID-19. The event usually 
has about 500 people gather at 
Manzanita beach. This year, the 
event will be held virtually, still at 
11 a.m. on New Years Day, Jan. 
1, 2021.

 Because the event is virtual, 
the location of the plunge is up to 
you. Make sure whatever you do, 
take a picture and use the hashtag 
#manzanitapolarplunge2021 and 
post it on Facebook or the Spa 
Manzanita Facebook page. Gather 
with your COVID-19 safe circle 
or by yourself and come up with 

your own Polar Plunge event.
 Suggestion: Plunge into the 

ocean somewhere; jump in a 
river, lake, pond or creek; run 
through a sprinkler or have a 
friend spray you with a hose; 
submerge into a cold bath; dump 
cold water over your head.

 Neither Spa Manzanita, nor 
Janice (the person who thought of 
the Polar Plunge many years ago) 
are responsible, liable or account-
able for your actions or safety 
during, before or after the Polar 
Plunge. Be smart and childlike 
at the same time. Costumes are 
encouraged. Manzanita’s Polar Plunge in 2020 drew about 500 plungers, this year the event will be held virtually. 

Citizen file photo. 

Approx. 11 a.m. on Sat. Dec. 26, Nehalem Bay Fire and Rescue and Tillamook ambulance were paged to a motorcycle accident in front  of the Nehalem Post 
Office. The rider was transported the Adventist Health in Tillamook with serious injuries. Responding along with the Nehalem Bay Fire And Rescue were Man-
zanita Police, Tillamook ambulance, Tillamook County Sheriff and State Troopers. The Hwy. was closed for about one-and-a-half-hours. Photos Hal McMahan

Sea Star listed as endangered following search
Steve Lundeberg,

steve.lundeberg@oregon-
state.edu

The iconic sunflower 
sea star has been listed as 
critically endangered by 
the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
following a groundbreaking 
population study led by Ore-
gon State University and The 
Nature Conservancy.

“These sea stars used to 
be easy to find and were a 
hit with students and divers 
because they are unforget-
table – they can be as big as 
a trash bin lid with 20 slimy 
arms covered in suction 
cups,” said OSU’s Sarah 

Gravem, a research associate 
in the College of Science and 
the lead author on the study. 
“Unfortunately, your chances 
of finding one now are next 
to nothing in most of the 
contiguous United States – 
this listing is one step above 
extinction – and I don’t think 
they’re coming back without 
help like captive rearing and 
reintroduction and reducing 
direct harvest and accidental 
harvest.”

More than 60 institutions 
joined Oregon State and 
The Nature Conservancy in 
the population study on the 
sunflower sea star, known 
scientifically as Pycnopodia 
helianthoides, which plays 

an important role in main-
taining kelp forests, and thus 
sustaining marine life, along 
the West Coast from Alaska 
to Baja, California.

Populations of the 
sunflower sea star suffered 
dramatic crashes because of 
a marine wildlife epidemic 
event, referred to as sea 
star wasting syndrome, that 
began in 2013.

Scientists used more than 
61,000 population surveys 
from 31 datasets to calcu-
late a 90.6% decline in the 
sunflower sea stars and esti-
mated that as many as 5.75 
billion animals died from the 
disease, whose cause has not 
been determined.

Moreover, the research 
produced no indications of 
population recovery in any 
region in the five to seven 
years since the outbreak.

Sunflower sea stars are 
now nearly absent in Mexico 
as well as the contiguous 
United States, the scientists 
say. No stars have been seen 
in Mexico since 2016, none 
in California since 2018, and 
only a handful in Oregon 
and Washington since 2018.

Sunflower sea stars are 
a key predator of purple 
sea urchins and the sea star 
decline has helped fuel an 
explosion in the urchin pop-
ulation in many regions. An 
overabundance of urchins 
is linked to a decline in kelp 

forests already facing pres-
sure from marine heat wave 
events, making the future 
uncertain for ecosystems that 
provide habitat for thousands 
of marine animals and help 
support coastal economies.

“Because most people 
aren’t out in the ocean every 
day, we don’t realize how 
much it’s being changed and 
impacted by humans,” said 
study co-author Sara Ham-
ilton, a Ph.D. candidate in 
the OSU College of Science. 
“We need to think creatively 
about how to keep our ocean 
healthy. While drawing 
down carbon emissions 
is the most pressing need, 
rebuilding key predator pop-
ulations, like the sunflower 

sea star, can be an important 
piece of the puzzle too.”

The IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species is an 
important resource for guid-
ing conservation action and 
policy decisions, assessing 
the risk of extinction of a 
species should no conserva-
tion action be taken. Species 
are assigned to one of eight 
categories of threat based on 
criteria linked to population 
trend, population size and 
structure and geographic 
range.

Species listed as critically 
endangered, endangered or 
vulnerable are collectively 
described as threatened.
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For more information about recycling or hazardous waste disposal: 
Call (503) 815-3975 or visit our website at www.co.tillamook.or.us/gov/solidwaste

503 Marolf Loop, Tillamook, OR 97141

Tillamook County Solid Waste

H62835

January Dates to Watch
1 New Year’s Day – all transfer stations closed
9 E-Waste & Styrofoam Collection at local Transfer Stations (10am-2pm)
12 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday – Pacific City transfer station closed

David Rupkalvis 
Country Media

 
While much of the state 

was paying attention to the 
COVID-19 relief package 
that passed Congress on 
Monday, Congressman Peter 
DeFazio was celebrating 
another win. 

DeFazio, who serves 
as the chair of the House 
Committee on Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure, said 
the spending bill that also 
passed was a big win for the 
nation’s coastal communities. 
Included in the package was 
the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2020, which 
fully funds harbor mainte-
nance. 

“This is a tremendous 
victory for Oregon’s coastal 
communities,” DeFazio said. 
“For decades, I have fought 
to unlock the Harbor Mainte-
nance Trust Fund and ensure 
that funds already collected 
for harbor maintenance are 
fully utilized to keep our 
local ports dredged and 
jetties maintained. Finally, 
WRDA 2020 fulfils that 
goal. With this fix, our ports 
and harbors will have the 

resources they so desperately 
need, all without raising 
taxes or adding a penny to 
the deficit. My bipartisan bill, 
approved by both the House 
and the Senate, will create 
and sustain jobs on the coast, 
make conditions safer for 
Oregon’s commercial fishing 
and recreation industries and 
boost our state and national 
economic competitiveness.” 

DeFazio explained 
Congress passed a small tax 
while Ronald Reagan was 
president to fund harbor 
maintenance. But over the 
last decade, Congress has 
withheld some of that money, 
which accumulated to $10 
billion. 

When the spending bill 
passed, the money was un-
locked and will be spent over 
the next decade. DeFazio 
said beginning in 2021, $500 
million in extra funding will 
be released every year, with 
the number climbing to $1 
billion in the sixth year. 

“By unlocking the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund, my 
legislation will ultimately 
provide up to $3 billion an-
nually for port maintenance 
around the country and right 

here in Oregon,” he said. 
“I also successfully pushed 
for a 50 percent increase in 
funding for small harbors, 
like the Port of Gold Beach 
and the Port of Siuslaw, and 
for a provision that allows 
harbor maintenance funds 
to be seamlessly spent on 
the maintenance of adjacent 
marinas. This funding will be 
put to immediate use paying 
for planned projects such as 
the Coos Bay North Jetty re-
habilitation and maintenance 
dredging along the coast.” 

DeFazio said the Water 
Resources Development 
Act twice passed the House 
unanimously, but the Senate 
refused to take it up for con-
sideration. That left no choice 
but to attach it to the spend-
ing bill that was approved by 
Congress on Monday. 

DeFazio said the addi-
tional funding will help offset 
years of deferred mainte-
nance at ports and harbors 
across Oregon and the nation. 

“This is going to the big,” 
he said. “The North Jetty at 
Coos Bay has needed repairs 
for a long time. When jetties 
start to go, they go quickly. 
This assistance will help us 

go forward with the North 
Jetty repair.” 

DeFazio also pointed to 
a dredging project at the 
Gold Beach harbor as much 
needed. He said so much 
gravel has washed into the 
harbor that the Coast Guard 
had to remove its boat from 
the area. Most boats can only 
enter and exit at high tides 
due to the built-up silt. With 
the funding, not only can the 
harbor be dredged, but work 
can be done upriver to keep 
rocks from flowing in for 
several years. 

At Port Orford, the fund-
ing will help reconfigure the 
jetty or put in a permanent 
dredging system. 

“It’s really good for 
coastal communities,” he 
said. “We’ve got to dredge 
these. We lose people on the 
harbor bars up and down the 
coast every year.” 

DeFazio said he also got 
funding for the Coast Guard 
attached to the spending bill. 
The legislation will fully 
fund the Coast Guard and 
will keep an air station in 
Newport that was in danger 
of closing. 

While DeFazio said he 

would have preferred to pass 
the legislation independently, 
he was forced to attach it to 
the spending bill when the 
Senate refused to consider 
it. The $10 billion surplus 
will help make repairs and 
finish dredging projects at all 
the harbors across the nation 
over the next decade, the 
congressman said. 

 
COVID-19 relief 
DeFazio said the pack-

age that was approved by 
Congress was not perfect, but 
it was nice to see something 
done. 

“It is not as much as I 
would have liked,” he said. 
“This got restarted by a 
bipartisan group in the House 
and I weighed in and said, 
‘Hey, this may not be what 
we like, but we have to do 
something.’” 

DeFazio said even the 
imperfect package will help 
Oregon residents. He said 
100,000 Oregonians who 
would have lost unemploy-
ment this month will con-
tinue to receive it. He also 
said federal money will go to 
tenants and landlords to stop 
evictions,ß and money would 

go to small businesses that 
need it most. 

“That should provide 
particular relief to restau-
rants, gyms and other small 
businesses that have been 
impacted by coronavirus 
restraints,” DeFazio said. 

While DeFazio has been 
spending most of his time in 
Oregon to limit travel during 
the pandemic, he said he 
would return to Washington 
D.C. early in the new year. 
He will be sworn in for a 
new term Jan. 3 and will take 
part in the Electoral College 
vote Jan. 6. DeFazio said he 
expects some Republicans 
to protest the results but was 
confident nothing would 
change. 

“They could drag it out for 
a few days, but the result is 
preordained,” he said. “This 
craziness has got to stop at 
some point and we can get 
back to the business of help-
ing the country.” 

DeFazio said he antici-
pates the new Congress will 
take up more COVID relief 
discussions, but the end result 
is uncertain. 

“There’s a lot of room for 
improvement,” he said.

Water bill provides relief for Oregon coast

The Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) released a report 
to state forest trust land counties 
highlighting economic, environ-
mental and social accomplish-
ments in fiscal year 2020, includ-
ing distributing $31.4 million in 
revenue to Tillamook, Washington 
and Columbia counties along with 
local service providers.

 At over 357,000 acres, the 
Tillamook State Forest is Oregon’s 
largest state forest. Tillamook 
County and local taxing districts 
with state forestland received 
$22.2 million in fiscal year 2020, 
while Washington County and lo-
cal districts received $8.8 million. 
Additionally, a portion of state 
forestland in Columbia County 
managed out of ODF’s Forest 
Grove District generated $376,759 

for the county.
 ODF recently released its 

Council of Forest Trust Land 
Counties annual report, which 
highlights the array of economic, 
environmental and social contribu-
tions from approximately 729,000 
acres of actively managed state 
forestland.  It includes a recap of 
timber sales and revenue distribu-
tion, conservation and forest health 
activities, and recreation use, 
including popularity and number 
of visitors, among other statistics.

 Statewide, counties and local 
governments received $69.2 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2020, collected 
from timber sales on state-owned 
forests. Revenues are distributed 
based on timber sales within a 
particular jurisdiction. Other 
highlights include replanting more 

than 3 million trees and hosting 
more than 22,000 campers at ODF 
campgrounds.

 On the Tillamook State For-
est, one environmental highlight 
included continuing to improve 
fish habitat on Gales Creek. By 
planting 1,000 western red cedar 
seedlings on a mile-long stretch of 
the creek, as trees grow they will 
provide shade to help maintain 
cool water – vital to native upper 
Willamette steelhead listed as 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act. This is the latest in 
a multi-year effort to improve 
aquatic habitat conditions in this 
portion of the Tillamook State 
Forest in an area where natural 
processes are inhibited by a lack 
of large, older trees due to wildfire 
history in the area. This project 

highlights collaborative solutions 
in natural resource management 
that address continuing challenges 
faced on the Tillamook State 
Forest nearly 70 years after the 
Tillamook Burn.

 Counties and local service 
providers receive approximately 
64 percent of net revenues from 
timber harvests on state forests. 
The remaining revenues finance 
virtually all aspects of state forest 
management, including ODF’s rec-
reational offerings, environmental 
enhancement projects, replanting 
after timber harvest, and forest 
road maintenance. The state’s 
share of revenue was approxi-
mately $38.3 million in fiscal year 
2020.

 “The economic, environmental 
and social successes detailed in 

this annual report highlight the 
broad scope of benefits healthy 
working forests provide to Ore-
gonians and communities,” State 
Forester Peter Daugherty said.

Other report highlights state-
wide include:

• 238 million board feet of tim-
ber harvested through management 
activities

• 4.9 miles of fish access re-
stored

• 20 fish barriers removed
• 389 miles of trail maintained
• 1,015 woodcutting permits 

issued
• 29,472 visitors to the ODF Til-

lamook Forest Center. The TFC’s 
physical location was closed for 
most of the 2020 season to reduce 
spread of COVID-19.

Tillamook State Forest delivers $31.4M for county, local services
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