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WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

In just under a month, the 
Tillamook County Fairgrounds 
will transform into a hive of 
activity from August 6-9 for the 
Tillamook County Fair.

Attendees from across 
the county and region will be 
treated to a plethora of dis-

plays, pari-mutuel horse racing, 
a standout concert lineup and, 
of course, Pig n’ Ford races as 
the fair celebrates 100 years of 
Pig n’ Ford as its theme.

The fair will kick off at 10 
a.m. on Wednesday, August 6, 
and have hours of 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. each day through Satur-
day, August 9.

During the day, fairgoers 

can wander the fair’s exhibit 
halls, where a host of local 
businesses and organizations, 
including the Headlight Herald, 
will have decorated booths. 
There will also be displays 
featuring local agricultural 
products from area granges, 4H 
and FFA animal competitions, 
and live entertainment on the 
fair’s central courtyard stage.

For those looking for a 
thrill, Rainier Amusements will 
be offering carnival style rides 
(tickets must be purchased in 
addition to fair entry) and every 
day will see pari-mutuel horse 
racing in the grandstand arena 
throughout the afternoon.

See FAIR, Page A3 See TLT, Page A5

See COMMISSIONERS, Page A3

See INDEPENDENCE DAY, Page A3

Less than a month until 
the Tillamook County Fair

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

A week after passing through the 
Oregon House of Representatives, 
a bill seeking to change the state’s 
transient lodging tax allocation for-
mula reached the end of the line when 
it was not voted on in the Senate 
Finance and Revenue Committee on 
June 24.

The bill was cosponsored by Rep-
resentative Cyrus Javadi and Senator 
Suzanne Weber, along with Repre-
sentative Jules Walters, and Javadi 
said that he plans to bring a similar 
piece of legislation in the 2026 short 
session.

Javadi’s attempts to reform the 
spending restrictions of House Bill 
2267 that passed in 2003 and estab-
lished the current regime for TLT 
spending were a focus throughout 
the long session. Javadi and leaders 
in counties that receive high levels 
of tourism argued that the current 
restrictions requiring 70% of funds 
from the TLT go towards tourism pro-
motion or facilities leave jurisdictions 
without sufficient revenues to meet 
the cost of serving visitors, especially 
as it relates to emergency services.

Initially, Javadi introduced two 
bills, one proposing a change in the 
percentage of funds restricted for 
tourism use from 70% to 50% and the 
other proposing a change to the defi-
nitions of tourism-related spending 
to add law enforcement and tourism 
facility maintenance in the allowed 
expenditures for the restricted funds.

Both of those proposals fizzled 

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Tillamook County celebrated the 249th an-
niversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence with parades, wiener dog races 
and fireworks on July 4.

Rockaway Beach’s celebrations kicked 
off the day, with the city’s annual Fourth of 
July Parade taking place at 11 a.m. before the 
18th annual Firecracker Wiener Nationals 

kicked off at 1 p.m. The parade featured 
entries from a wide assortment of local busi-
nesses from Flamingo Jim’s to Pronto Pup and 
was preceded by a flyover from the United 
States Airforce.

Manzanita’s parade rolled down Laneda 
Avenue at one and saw a wide array of lo-

cal groups, including the Manzanita Police 
Department, neighborhood associations and 
Tillamook Peoples’ Utility District participate.

The day was capped off at dusk with 
Rockaway Beach’s annual fireworks show.

TLT 
reform 
push ends 
in senate 
committee

Independence Day the Tillamook way

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Tillamook County’s Board of 
Commissioners approved a budget for 
fiscal year 2026 at their meeting on 
June 25.

In the wake of the failure to gain 
voter approval for an increase to the 
county’s transient lodging tax (TLT) 
and the death of a bill pushing TLT 
reform in Salem, the general fund 
budget will be balanced with two 
$1-million transfers, one from the 
Parks Department and one from the 
county’s revenue stabilization fund.

Before approving the budget, all 
three county commissioners stressed 
that work to find new revenue streams 
and minimize expenses is ongoing, as 
the current situation is not sustainable.

Conversations around the county’s 
tenuous budget situation kicked in to 
high gear last summer after the spring 
approval of a habitat conservation 
plan for western Oregon state for-
ests cut the county’s timber revenues 
substantially. Along with statutorily 
limited increases to property taxes, 
that revenue cut created a projected 
deficit of to $2 million to $3.6 million 
in each of the next five fiscal years 
starting in 2025.

In special meetings of the bud-
get committee last summer and fall, 
suggestions for cutting expenses and 
generating new revenues were brain-
stormed, including raising the coun-
ty’s TLT, instituting utility fees on 
electric bills and shortening employee 
work weeks. 

Eventually, the committee plugged 

County 
commissioners 
approve budget

PHOTO BY SCOTT FISHER
Rockaway First Prize: The winning float from Rockaway Beach’s 2025 parade. 

A group carries a large American flag in the Manzanita Parade.

Fairgoers queue for and enjoy Tillamook ice cream and peruse the flower display in the fair’s main building in 2024.
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MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H64713 36180 HWY 101, Manzanita • CCB#128946
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LUXURY VINYL FLOORING

Floor Covering

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC
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84
3

• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel
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Local Business Spotlight
Green Coast Market brings specialty, 

local products to Rockaway Beach
Julie and Jason Maxfield 

envisioned a store where 
shoppers could have a 
farmers’ market experience 
year-round. Their dream 
also aligned with a commu-
nity need. Rockaway Beach 
is defined as a “food desert.” 
Food deserts, according to 
the US Department of Agri-
culture, are geographic areas 
where residents’ access to 
affordable, healthy food op-
tions (especially fresh fruits 
and vegetables) is restricted 
or nonexistent due to the 
absence of grocery stores 
within convenient traveling 
distance. 

“We’ve lived in Rocka-
way Beach for four years, 
and have noticed a lack of 
fresh, local options,” Julie 
said. “We saw the lines at 
the farmers’ market and so it 
seemed like a need.” 

As their brainstorming 
progressed, the opportunity 
to enter the 2024 Tillamook 
Economic Development 
Council’s “LevelUp” mini 
pitch competition arose. The 
competition, in its second 
season, was an opportu-
nity for Tillamook County 
small business owners and 
aspiring entrepreneurs to 
pitch their business plans. 
Those pitches were evalu-
ated by a panel of judges, 
who awarded cash prizes to 

support the businesses. 
The Maxfields’ proposal 

for Green Coast Market was 
a finalist in the first round of 
the competition, winning an 
award of $250 and proceed-
ing to the finals, where it 
placed third and received a 
$2,500 grant. 

“The timing was perfect 
as we were still imagining 
the business idea. It forced 
us to get our business plan 
and presentation together,” 
Julie said. “It was fun, and 
we met of lot of other en-
trepreneurs that have stayed 
connected to our business 
since then.”

Green Coast Market, lo-
cated at 117 S. Miller Street 
in Rockaway Beach, opened 
on Valentine’s Day. Their 
store’s selection is a reflec-
tion of the farmers’ market 
vibe they seek to embody 
with a tagline of fresh and 
local, specialty foods. 

Local products from 
Brickyard Farms, An-
gora Peak Granola, Brittney 
Bakes (previous LevelUp 
competitor), Josi’s Farms, 
Fawcett Creek Farms, Ben-
nett milk, Zweifel eggs, 
delicious cheeses from three 
different small creameries, 
Heritage Family Farms, 
Captain’s Corner, Oregon 
Seaweed, Sweet Begonias 
(previous LevelUp com-

petitor) can be found at the 
market as well as local craft 
cider, wine and beer.

“This is our local food,” 
Maxfield, said. “We have a 
great, small-town vibe and 
want to connect people with 

our food scene. We have 
produce, meat, dairy and 
other fresh items. If there’s 
stuff that people are looking 
for, we try and find out if we 
can carry that product.”

Since opening, Green 

Coast Market has hosted 
evenings filled with product 
sampling, knife sharpening 
and artist showcases. 

Green Coast Market is 
open Thursday – Monday, 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. (extended 

hours during summer 
months). For upcoming 
events, new products an-
nouncements and features, 
and hour changes, follow 
Green Coast Market on 
social media. 

Maxfield family: Julie, Jason, Scarlet (older) and Oscar (younger).

New benches installed at 
Rockaway Nature Preserve

A younger guest ex-
pressed it perfectly by 
saying, “It’s like we’re in 
Jurassic Park.”

The second most fre-
quented destination in 
Rockaway Beach is the Na-
ture Preserve, known locally 
as The Big Cedar.

To reach this stunning 
Western Red Cedar, visitors 
can walk along a boardwalk 
that stretches more than half 

a mile in either direction.
As people venture deep 

into the ancient forest, the 
atmosphere grows serene, 
prompting hushed conversa-
tions.

However, for older guests, 
there wasn’t a resting spot 
until they reached the half-
way mark or found them-
selves at the Big Cedar.

 All of this changed with 
the installation of two spe-

cially crafted benches by the 
Rockaway Public Works.

Along the boardwalk, 
there are multiple turnouts 
designed to facilitate wheel-
chair navigation.

Nevertheless, placing a 
bench in those areas would 
hinder wheelchair users 
from passing through.

Collaborating with the 
bench maker Pilot Rock, a 
distinctive design was devel-

oped that allowed the bench 
to extend beyond the edge.

This initiative aimed to 
provide a place for people 
to relax and appreciate the 
wetland surroundings while 
maintaining sufficient space 
for passage.

 Rockaway Public Works 
successfully set up the 
benches, enhancing the 
walkway with an additional 
accessibility feature.

Securities and advisory services are offered through 
LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor 
and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance 
products are offered through LPL or its licensed 
affiliates. Fibre Federal Credit Union and Fibre 
Financial Group are not registered as a broker-dealer 
or investment advisor. Registered representatives of 
LPL offer products and services using Fibre Financial 
Group and may also be employees of Fibre Federal 
Credit Union. These products and services are being 
offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate 
entities from, and not affiliates of, Fibre Federal Credit 
Union or Fibre Financial Group. Securities and insurance 
offered through LPL or its affiliates are:

Not insured by NCUA or Any  
Other Government Agency

Not Credit Union  
Guaranteed

Not Credit Union 
Deposits or Obligations May Lose Value

Our LPL Financial Financial Advisors with Fibre Financial  
Group are located at Fibre Federal Credit Union. They’re  

available to consult with you at no initial cost!

Schedule an appointment at 360-414-4224.

Our Goal Is to Be Your  
Valued Financial Partner

592398-01-01
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and died in the general govern-
ment committee early in the 
session, but Javadi continued 
his quest and in early May, 
Democratic Representative Jules 
Walters revived the discussion, 
dedicating one of her five priority 
bills to redefining the allowable 

uses of restricted TLT funds.
Walters’s bill proposed 

switching the allocation formula 
to allow counties unrestricted use 
of 60% of TLT funds and passed 
a vote on the house floor with 31 
yes votes and 23 nays on June 19.

However, when the bill ar-
rived in the senate last week, it 
stalled out at a June 24 Finance 
and Revenue Committee hear-
ing when Committee Chair Mark 
Meek declined to hold a vote on 
the bill.

Despite the result, Javadi 

sounded a positive note, high-
lighting that this was the most 
extensive conversation that had 
occurred around the tax since its 
institution and saying he would 
try to reform the system again in 
next year’s session.

“We made it further than it 
has been in twenty years,” Javadi 
said. “I’m not done; I’ll be back 
in the short session.”

Javadi said that he plans to 
start next year’s bill in the senate 
and that he is bullish on his 
prospects of success. 

TLT
Reform

From Page A1

Fair
Coming Up

From Page A1

Commissioners
Approve Budget

From Page A1

After the horse 
races end, the Model 
T Pig n’ Ford Asso-
ciation will take over 
the arena with their 
centennial competi-
tion. Get there early 
to find a good seat 

so you don’t miss a 
second of the action.

Following the Pig 
n’ Ford races, the 
arena will play host 
to the fair’s annual 
concert series, with 
Chase Matthew per-
forming on Wednes-
day, Fleetwood Mac 
cover band Taken 
by the Sky playing 
on Wednesday and 
Waylon Wyatt taking 
the stage on Friday. 

Closing out the week 
of fair fun will be 
Saturday night’s 
annual demolition 
derby.

Check the Head-
light Herald in the 
coming weeks for 
more stories about 
the fair and be sure 
to visit tillamookfair.
com for more infor-
mation and to pur-
chase tickets.

the hole in the 2025 budget 
by accounting for unfilled 
positions at the county, 
backfilling projects with 
American Rescue Plan Act 
dollars and allowing a drop 
in the general fund’s begin-
ning balance.

To address future 

budgets, commissioners de-
cided to seek an increase to 
the county’s TLT, putting a 
measure on the May ballot 
to increase the tax from 
10% to 14%. This would 
have yielded an additional 
$1 million annually, but the 
measure failed by 12 votes.

Even if the increase 
had passed, commissioners 
were still looking at further 
action to fully bridge the 
budget gap, with a finan-
cial analyst telling commis-
sioners in April that they 

would need to choose two 
of three options between 
instituting a utility fee, 
strategically slowing hiring 
and redesigning the general 
fund to shift permissible 
costs to other funds.

Commissioners did not 
act on any of those pro-
posals prior to the budget 
adoption, instead opting 
for the transfers from the 
parks department and the 
county’s revenue stabili-
zation fund to give them 
more time to weigh their 

options.
Commissioner Paul 

Fournier said that the com-
missioners plan to backfill 
the money transferred from 
the parks fund with re-
stricted TLT dollars, as all 
that department’s projects 
qualify as tourist-related 
under state statute. The 
revenue stabilization fund 
had a balance of $2.035 
million, and Commissioner 
Erin Skaar said that the 
remainder would be used to 
bridge gaps in next year’s 

budget, as needed.
Skaar also said that she 

expected to hold frequent 
budget committee meetings 
and that there was still a lot 
of work to be done to ad-
dress the budget situation, 
as county leaders evalu-
ated revenue-generating 
and cost-cutting proposals. 
Skaar said that she expects 
the board to adopt at least 
one supplemental budget 
during the upcoming fiscal 
year once they have de-
cided on a path forward.

At the meeting, com-
missioners also accepted 
a Travel Oregon grant 
for $150,000 to help with 
design and engineering for 
a redesign of the entrance 
at Barview Jetty County 
Campground. The funds 
will be used to complete a 
site assessment and create 
schematic and design plans 
for the project, including 
permitting, by Novem-
ber 2026. The estimated 
total cost of the project is 
$300,000. 

COLPAC hosts Mass Timber 101
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

As part of an ongoing ef-
fort to increase awareness and 
use of mass timber products, 
the Columbia-Pacific De-
velopment District hosted a 
webinar for northwest Oregon 
leaders on June 18.

In the meeting, Jonathan 
Heppner, a principal at Lever 
Architecture, which has been 
a pioneer in the use of mass 
timber products over the past 
decade, described the history, 
production process and uses 
for mass timber.

The meeting began with 
Lydia Ivanovic, Columbia-
Pacific Development District 
(COLPAC) programs manag-
er, welcoming attendees and 
discussing the purpose of the 
meeting. Ivanovic explained 

that COLPAC had received 
grants from Oregon’s Depart-
ment of Land Conservation 
and Development to help 
expand the use of manufac-
tured wood products through-
out their coverage area in 
northwest Oregon. This 
process began with a group of 
COLPAC employees learning 
about the products last winter 
and will continue with work 
on amending codes and per-
mitting processes, while the 
purpose of the June event was 
to educate local partners.

Heppner then began his 
presentation, saying that 
there was a busy mass timber 
business in Oregon that had 
been growing over the past 
decade, with his firm working 
on more than 15 projects us-
ing mass timber in that time 
frame.

Mass timber can refer to 
any number of products that 
are produced by using an ad-
hesive to join small pieces of 
wood together to create large, 
structural pieces that can be 
used in construction, accord-
ing to Heppner. Heppner said 
that wood was a good product 
to build with because it had 
a strength to weight ratio 
comparable to steel, can flex 
significantly and, in the case 
of mass timber products, is as 
fire resistant as concrete.

Heppner said that cross 
laminated timber, the first 
mass timber product, was 
originally developed in the 
1920s, but with a large supply 
of old growth timber avail-
able, did not have an econom-
ic use case until much later.

Beyond its advantageous 
physical characteristics, 

mass timber is also easier 
to construct with, according 
to Heppner, as it is prefab-
ricated in production facili-
ties allowing easy assembly 
on construction sites. Mass 
timber products can also 
be fabricated from smaller 
diameter trees or byproducts 
from the milling process that 
would otherwise go to waste, 
making it attractive to for-
est product companies.

Most mass timber prod-
ucts in Oregon are made 
from Douglas fir, Heppner 
said, but pine and spruce 
are also being incorporated 
at scale and any wood prod-
uct can be used.

However, the relatively 
recent shift towards the 
products means that there is 
currently a shortage of pro-
duction facilities, making 

the products comparatively 
expensive, Heppner said. 
Owing to this, mass timber 
products are cost effective 
in larger buildings—those 
over three stories—while 
traditional wood fram-
ing makes more economic 
sense for smaller projects. 
Heppner said that as the 
industry continues to grow, 
he envisions products that 
can be used to build smaller 
buildings like IKEA furni-
ture in very little time and 
at a lower cost.

Heppner said that mass 
timber could be used for 
buildings up to 18 stories 
tall, though was mostly 
used in projects 12 stories 
or shorter, and could also 
be used for specific applica-
tions, such as flooring or fa-
çade decoration, in projects 

constructed primarily from 
other materials.

The field is also quickly 
evolving, with an acoustic 
research lab set to come 
online soon at the Univer-
sity of Oregon to test new 
products, as well as a fire 
testing lab and new facility 
from Timberlab, a company 
that works to develop new 
manufactured wood prod-
ucts, under development 
elsewhere in Oregon.

Heppner said that he 
also expected modular 
building products to come 
online soon and that local 
governments could encour-
age its use by allowing 
more exposed material in 
their codes, but that it was 
already relatively easy to 
use mass timber products in 
projects. 

Tillamook Bay Watershed Council ramping up
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Following a reformation 
in 2023, the Tillamook Bay 
Watershed Council has a new 
coordinator and logo and is in 
the final stages of developing 
a new website and strategic 
action plan.

Mike Wendel, the council’s 
new coordinator, hosted an 
open house on the plan at 
Bay City city hall on June 
24, where he said he was first 
working to build relationships 
with local stakeholders and 
the community before mov-
ing into projects.

“This is just a time where, 
I just got hired and we’re 
back,” Wendel said. “We’re 

trying to get feedback on us, 
get this project going, get 
this organization back in the 
fold.”

The Tillamook Bay 
Watershed Council (TBWC) 
was initially formed in 1998 
to protect and enhance the 
waterways in the watershed 
of Tillamook Bay. Watershed 
councils are overseen and 
funded by the Oregon Wa-
tershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB), which withdrew 
its recognition and support of 
the Tillamook council in 2020 
because of concerns over its 
management. OWEB’s with-
drawal led Tillamook County 
to withdraw its recognition 
from the group, followed 
shortly after by the group’s 

dissolution.
In 2021, a new group 

came together to revive the 
moribund council, forming 
a new board and receiving a 
two-year, interim recognition 
from the county to resume its 
work. The new board, led by 
Chair Haakon Smith, was 
able to take the necessary 
steps to receive recognition 
and funding from OWEB, 
which awarded a $166,000 
council capacity grant to the 
Tillamook Watershed Coun-
cil in July 2023. Tillamook’s 
board of county commis-
sioners also recognized the 
group in August of that year.

After regaining recogni-
tion, the board contracted 
with Bierly & Associates 

and HydroLogic strate-
gies to develop a ten-year 
strategic action plan for 
the organization. The draft 
plan describes the rivers 
under the council’s jurisdic-
tion, past accomplishments, 
restoration partners and 
potential future projects.

Wendel arrived at the be-
ginning of June, having just 
completed a master’s degree 
in public policy from Or-
egon State University. Wen-
del, who previously worked 
for a watershed council in 
Washington County, said 
that he has long recreated in 
Tillamook County and was 
excited by the opportunity 
to work to preserve it.

“Being able to work in 

the watershed where I like 
to recreate and then commu-
nicate with all these folks, 
that’s been a wonderful 
experience so far,” Wendel 
said.

In his early days on the 
job, Wendel said that he 
is focusing on outreach to 
learn what locals want from 
their watershed council and 
building relationships with 
partners and landowners.

Once the strategic action 
plan is finalized, Wendel, 
whose position is funded by 
an OWEB grant, will start to 
identify specific projects to 
enhance fish passage before 
seeking grant funding to 
support them. Those projects 
will include replacing aging 

and inadequate culverts with 
newer, larger examples or 
bridges, planting vegetation 
in riparian areas and creating 
habitat conducive to spawn-
ing by strategically placing 
large woody debris in area 
rivers to make pools.

The council already has a 
new logo and Wendel said he 
is working to finalize a new 
website, which will soon be 
online at tillamookbaywc.org. 

Wendel is also working to 
organize the Wild and Scenic 
Film Festival at the Coliseum 
Theater in Tillamook, set for 
August 23 and 24, which will 
feature documentary nature 
films, including at least one 
local entry, and serve as a 
fundraiser for the council.

Independence Day
Continued from page A1

PHOTO BY SCOTT FISHER 
Two cows spread holiday spirit and candy during the parade. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT FISHER 
Members of the Rockaway Bike Brigade rode in the Independence Day parade.

Laneda Avenue was packed with spectators for the parade. One of the Manzanita parade groups performs choreography with their beach chairs.
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Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Commission expands rules where you can ride your e-bike
JEREMY C. RUARK

Country Media, inc.

Electric-assist bicycles 
(e-bikes) are now allowed 
on trails where other bi-
cycles are allowed unless 
specifically prohibited 
at Oregon State Parks. 
E-bikes are also allowed 
on the ocean shore on wet 
sand except where specifi-
cally restricted.

Previously, e-bikes were 
only allowed on trails that 
were at least 8 feet wide. 
Signs will be posted on 
trails and areas where e-
bikes are not allowed, and 
the trails and areas will be 
listed on the Oregon State 
Parks website.

Where e-bikes are not 
allowed:

• On the dry sand along 
the ocean shore, including 
soft sand, dunes and ev-
erything above the natural 
high-tide line

• On the wet sand below 
the natural high-tide line in 
snowy plover habitat on the 
ocean shore during nesting 
season (March 15 to Sept. 
15).

• Elijah Bristow State 
Park (all trails)

• Willamette Mission 
State Park (all equestrian 
trails and the Vision Trail)

• Clyde Holliday State 
Recreation Site (Riverside 
Trail)

• Emigrant Springs State 
Natural Area (Lewis and 
Clark Trail)

When considering e-bike 
use on the ocean shore, the 
Oregon Parks and Recre-
ation Department (OPRD) 
Commission reviewed in-
put from the agency’s rule 
advisory committee, public 
comments, and OPRD staff. 

“Based on that input, the 
Commission determined 
that allowing e-bikes on the 
wet sand presents mini-
mal environmental impact 
while supporting broader 
access to recreation,” 
OPRD Policy Coordinator 
Robert Ellison said. “At the 
same time, the Commission 
maintained important pro-
tections. Riding e-bikes on 
dry sand remains prohib-
ited to safeguard sensitive 
species and habitats, such 
as nesting snowy plovers 
and fragile dune vegeta-
tion. The Commission also 
adopted rules that prohibit 
e-bike use in designated 

marine protected areas, 
ensuring continued protec-
tion of Oregon’s coastal 
resources.”

Prior to the Commis-
sion’s decision, OPRD 
conducted a public involve-
ment process about the 
e-bikes, which generated 
165 comments. with 123 
expressing concerns pri-
marily about speed differ-
ences and safety hazards on 
narrow trails. 

“Many advocated for 
segregated access based on 
recreation type, while 38 
comments supported the 
proposed language, empha-
sizing increased accessibil-
ity and minimal trail impact 
compared to traditional 
bicycles, according to El-
lison.

“Overall, public feed-
back highlights key 
concerns around safety, 
maintaining quiet natural 
recreation spaces, and pre-
venting potential environ-
mental harm, while sup-
port centers on improved 
accessibility, consistent 
regulations, and the belief 
that e-assisted bikes, when 
operated responsibly, func-
tion similarly to traditional 
bicycles,” he said.

Ellison added that the 
OPRD will monitor the use 
of the e-bikes along the 
beaches and in the state 
parks to make sure they are 
safe and fit environmen-
tally.

“We are concentrating 
enforcement efforts on rider 
behavior, particularly when 
that behavior poses a public 
safety concern, threatens 
Oregon’s natural or cultural 
resources, or negatively 
affects wildlife within our 
parks and along the ocean 
shore,” he said. “To support 
responsible use, OPRD will 
also focus on public educa-
tion. This includes outreach 
through social media, in-
formational flyers at select 
trailheads, and appropriate 
signage in areas where e-
bike access is prohibited as 
well as contact with visitors 
when necessary. Our goal is 
to promote safe, respectful 
recreation while protecting 
the natural integrity of Or-
egon’s parks and beaches.”

The updated rules also 
include stronger and clearer 
language on safety, par-
ticularly operation around 
other visitors, pets, chil-

dren and equestrians, ac-
cording to Ellison.

“We ask that all riders 
ride responsibly, stay on 
designated trails and yield 
to others at Oregon State 
Parks and the ocean shore,” 
Stub Stewart State Park 
Ranger Aaroin Raines said. 
“Please keep operating 
speeds low as people might 
not be aware that riders 
are approaching. These are 
multi-use pathways where 
they will share the trail 
with many other users.” 

The rules apply to Class 
1, 2 and 3 e-bikes as de-
fined by the Oregon State 
Legislature. Anything not 
included in those e-bike 
classifications is consid-
ered a motor vehicle and is 
not allowed on trails.

E-bike classification:
Class 1: Provides assis-

tance only when the rider 
is pedaling and ceases to 
provide assistance when the 
bicycle reaches the speed 
of 20 mph.

Class 2: May be pro-
pelled by its motor without 
a rider pedaling and ceases 
to provide assistance once 
the bicycle reaches a speed 
of 20 mph.

Class 3: Provides assis-
tance only when the rider is 
pedaling, ceases to provide 
assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 28 
mph, and is equipped with 
a speedometer.

While education remains 
the primary focus for rule 
enforcement at Oregon 
State Parks, enforcement 
rangers do have the author-
ity to issue citations, which 
carry fines starting at $100 
for significant or repeated 
violations of park rules.

Safety tips for sharing 
the path:

• Yield to pedestrians, 
horses and slower users

• Announce yourself 
when passing (“On your 
left”)

• Ride at a safe, con-
trolled speed, especially on 
corners or in high-use areas

• Slow down near pets, 
children and equestrians

• Stay on designated 
trails: do not ride off-trail

• Be prepared to stop: e-
bikes are heavier and often 
faster than regular bikes 
so increase your follow-
ing distance to allow for 
more time to stop and slow 
down.

The OPRD Commission 
approved the proposed 
OAR changes allowing E-
Assisted Bikes (Class 1, 2, 
3) April 23.

For more information 
and a list of trails where 
e-bikes are prohibited, 
visit Oregon State Parks 
website at https://state-

parks.oregon.gov/index.
cfm?do=v.page&id=131 or, 
contact the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department 
at 800-551-6949.

Tillamook PUD has a
Wildfire Mitigation Plan.

To remain prepared for an emergency such as a
wildfire, Tillamook PUD follows a Wildfire
Mitigation Plan. This plan is a guide to how

Tillamook PUD mitigates, prepares and responds
to wildfire situations within the Tillamook PUD
service territory. For more information and to

review the Wildfire Mitigation Plan, visit
www.tpud.org/safety/wildfire-safety/.

                                
    PO Box 433PO Box 433        1115 Pacific Ave1115 Pacific Ave      Tillamook, OR 97141Tillamook, OR 97141

                503.842.2535503.842.2535        www.tpud.orgwww.tpud.org

Did you know???

#skincancerawareness
#healthyskin

It is easy to forget about the health of our skin, but
it is important that we don’t. Even living on the
cloudy coast, we must protect our skin each time
we go outside by wearing sunscreen. 

In addition to wearing sunscreen, it is best to check
your skin at least one time per month for any new
marks or changes. If you have any questions or
concerns about your skin, Dr. Dale Westrom and
Dove Rainbow, PA, provide dermatological services
on Wednesdays from 9AM-5PM.

Come On In & Love The Skin You’re In

(800) 528-2938  TTY 711

801 Pacific Avenue, Tillamook, OR

Schedule an appointment today!
(503) 842-3900

Se habla español

www.tillamookchc.org
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Summer arrives with Dairy Parade and Rodeo
Tillamook’s 38th annual 

Dairy Parade kicked off 
the summer season on June 
28, bringing floats, bands, 
tractors and more through 

downtown to celebrate a 
theme of “Moovin’ Thru 
the Seasons.”

The parade was part of a 
weekend packed with fam-

ily fun in Tillamook, with 
the 68th annual Tillamook 
County Rodeo taking place 
at the Tillamook County 
Fairgrounds on June 27 

and 28.
Tillamook YMCA’s Milk 

Run started Saturday off 
strong at 8 a.m., before an-
ticipatory crowds thronged 
downtown and lined the 
parade route for an 11 a.m. 
start time.

A color guard and Til-
lamook County Dairy Prin-
cess Simone Ferguson led 
the parade, followed closely 
by vans from the Tillamook 

County Creamery As-
sociation, Grand Marshal 
Ray Monroe, Pioneer of 
the Year Eric Simmons, 
Honorary Grand Marshal 
Kaylan Sisco, and State 
Senator Suzanne Weber and 
State Representative Cyrus 
Javadi sharing a car.

Then came representa-
tives from a host of area 
and regional businesses 
and organizations, includ-

ing Werner Gourmet Meat 
Snacks, the Oregon Coast 
Dance Center, Tillamook 
Peoples’ Utility District, 
the Tillamook Police 
Department, Tillamook 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
local fire departments and 
districts, the Tillamook 
County Library, United 
States Bureau of Land 
Management and United 
States Forest Service.

 The parade began with a color guard followed by Tillamook County Dairy Princess Simone Ferguson.

Portland Rosearians also made the trip from the valley to get in on the fun.

Members of the Tillamook County Swiss Society brought several cows to the parade.

Al Kader Shriners performing in the intersection of Fourth Street and Main Avenue.

State Senator Suzanne Weber drove in the parade with State Representative Cyrus Javadi.

1APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective 7/1/25-7/31/25. Minimum opening deposit required is $500. Maximum 
CD amount is $240,000. Fees may reduce earnings on your account. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 
2Relationship is defined as opening and using a consumer or business checking account with 1st Security Bank.

4.25%
 RELATIONSHIP RATE2

APY1

NON-RELATIONSHIP RATE2

3.90%
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Save on our Special Section 
advertising this summer!
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ARE
Congratulations to the 2024 Best of the Best Readers Choice winners!

     Shop 
     Local 

at these award-winning 
businesses this 
holiday season 
and in 2025!

2024

Reader’s Choice • Aug. 12 

Headlight Herald

Tillamook County

Aug. 7-10, 2024

Tillamook County Fair • Aug. 5

www.TillamookHeadlightHerald.com  Our Time  •  2015  •  1
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See inside for:
• Carolyn Decker
• Kris Lachenmeier, Tillamook School Board
• Mary Faith Bell, Tillamook County Commissioner
• Michele Bradley, Port of Tillamook Bay
• Erin Skaar, Tillamook County Commissioner
• Heather Taksdal, Zwald Transport
• Katie Vokelke, Executive Director of NCLC
• Kelli Ennis, Director of HRAP
• North Coast EOL Collective
• Tamara Mautner, Garibaldi Charters
• Neskowin Farm & Fest

Successful

Celebrating women of the north coast 
who make a difference in our communities

Business  |  Civic  |  Non-profit

Carolyn Decker inside 
Tillamook Air Museum’s Hanger B

Successful Women • July 29 Sample covers from past issues are shown

Headlight Herald
www.tillamookheadlightherald.com 

1906 Second St., 
Tillamook, OR 97141

Attention businesses and organizations!
Hit targeted audiences this summer through our special sections in print and online
The more publications you participate in, the more you save!

Participate in 2 or more and Save 15%
Participate in 3 or more and Save 20%

To find out more details about 
our SUMMER SPECIAL 

on special sections, 
give our sales rep 
Katherine a call at 

503-842-7535 or email her at 
headlightads@countrymedia.net
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Bay City Pearl & Oyster Festival, pg 4Haystack Rock Awareness Program’s Spring Events, pg 10. Photo by  Bob Kroll

Rockaway Beach Chamber of Commerce 
& Community Education Events at the 

Ocean’s Edge Wayside, pg 7

Monday Musical Club of Tillamook honors 
beloved member and talented pianist, 

 the late Joan Petty, pg 7

Spring/Summer 
2025

Our
Time

55+

Our Time • Sept. 16
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