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OVID-19 has brought

changes to everything,
and home design is no excep-
tion. Experts are expecting to
see lasting impacts on every-
thing from the materials we
use to the rooms we prioritize.
Check out these and other
noteworthy trends:

Houses over apartments:
Many people who live in
condos or apartments do
so to be closer to the action
— work, entertainment and
shops — and never planned
on spending much time at
home. But the pandemic has
changed that, and more people
are going to want a home that
offers plenty of room and out-
door space in case they need
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We're open Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:00
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(503) 368-5619 to self-isolate again.
Self-sufficiency: A hard

12895 H St., Hwy. 101, lesson we’ve learned is

Nehalem that things and services we

MASKS REQUIRED F thought we could count on

aren’t necessarily a sure
thing, so items that increase
self-reliance will become very
popular. Expect to see more
homes with sources of energy
like solar panels, sources of

heat like fireplaces and stoves,
and even urban and indoor
gardens that allow you to
grow your own produce.
Outdoor living: Between
playgrounds closing and
parks becoming overcrowded,
many of us are turning to our
balconies, patios and back-
yards for fresh air and nature.
This means we’re going to be
investing more in our outdoor
spaces, with functional kitch-
ens, soothing water features,
cozy firepits, and high-quality
outdoor furniture to create a
much-needed escape.
Healthier spaces: Thanks to
spending more time indoors
and reprioritizing our health,
we’ll turn to design to help
ensure our homes are safe
and healthy for our families.
We’ll see a rise in products
like water filtration systems as
well as materials that improve
indoor air quality. For new
homes and additions, alterna-
tives to wood-framing like
insulated concrete forms from
Nudura, which offer improved
ventilation for healthier indoor
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How home design trends are evolving for social dlsta.ncmg

air quality and an environment
that’s less susceptible to mold,
will be key.

Home office space: Busi-
ness experts are suggesting
many companies will see
that working from home is
not only possible but offers
tangible benefits, like saving
money on office space rent.
With working from home
on the rise, creating a home
office space that inspires
productivity will be a major
project many of us tackle.
Luxury home office furniture

t's kitchen remodeling time.
Are you upgrading your
home or rental property!

2111 Third Street, Tillamook

H47377

Let our experts be your
kitchen upgrade consultants.
We have a variety of price ranges and
ideas to help you get the job done.

that feels chic and blends into
your décor as well as ergo-
nomic chairs and desks will
see a major boost.

Custom and quality: With
the hit to the economy, people
are going to be buying less,
but what they do buy will be
better quality, while at the
same time making an effort to
support American businesses.
When it comes to design,
trends will shift to locally
made furniture, custom-built
homes and pieces and materi-
als that stand the test of time.

503-842-2211 - allstarappliance.net

CCB #202914



Signs your gutters are in need of repair

Spring is a great time to tackle proj-
ects around the house. The weather
each sprinh allows homeowners to make
improvements to their homes’ exteriors
without worrying about extreme heat or
cold, while interior projects like paint-
ing are made easier because homeowners
can open the windows to allow for proper
ventilation.

Spring also marks a great time to pre-
pare for upcoming projects that can make
work that much easier. For example, spring
is a great time to take stock of your gutters
so you can address any issues before leaves
begin to fall or the first snowstorm touches
down. Compromised gutters can contribute
to water issues in basements and adversely
affect a home’s foundation if not addressed
immediately, so it behooves homeowners
to learn the signs that gutters are in need of
repair or replacement.

e Gutters hanging off the home: Gutters
were once installed predominantly with
spikes. However, many industry profes-
sionals now install gutters with hanger
brackets. Why the change? Spikes loosen
over time, leading to the gutters hang-
ing off the home. That can contribute to
serious issues if left untreated. Gutters
hanging off the home need not necessarily
be replaced, but rather secured to the home,
ideally with hanger brackets instead of spikes.
Brackets hook into the front of the gutter and
are then screwed into the fascia of a home. A
professional who specializes in gutter repair
can perform this task relatively quickly, and it’s
an inexpensive yet highly effective solution.

e Gutter separation: Gutters that are no lon-
ger fastened together can leak and contribute to
issues that affect the home’s foundation, siding
and appearance. Clogs and the accumulation
of debris can cause gutters to separate because
they are not designed to hold too much weight.
Replacement of separated gutters may or may
not be necessary depending on how big the
problem is and the condition of the existing
gutters. If replacement is not necessary, sepa-
rated gutters may be remedied by securing the
joints, another relatively simple and inexpen-
sive fix.

LElpglis

¢ Peeling exterior paint: Paint that appears
to be peeling off of your home may indicate
that water is seeping over the edge of the gut-
ter closest to your home. When that happens,
water is coming down the side of the house,
causing the paint to peel. In such instances,
replacing the gutters is often necessary.

* Basement flooding: Not all signs of dete-
riorating gutters are outside a home. Many a
homeowner has been flummoxed by flooding
in their basements, and such flooding can be
caused by aging, ineffective gutters. That’s
because deteriorating gutters sometimes allow
water to leak near the foundation of a home,
contributing to basement flooding.

Spring is an ideal time to inspect gutters and
have any issues fixed so your home is ready
for when leaves begin to fall or harsh winter
weather arrives.
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e Fences & Decks Restoration
e Paver & Flagstone e Lot Clearing
Patios & Paths and more

We are now providing home remodel
and new construction projects
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PAERWL

Practical.
Reliable. Local.

Laura Laskey

Attorney

Scott Barbur
Attorney

WILLS
TRUSTS
PROBATE
BUSINESS
REAL PROPERTY

Open 9 to 5, Monday to Friday

1000 N. Main Avenue, Suite 7
Tillamook, OR 97141

503-842-2553
www.barburlaw.com

H63649

The many benefits of houseplants

he lines between the

outdoors and indoors
are being blurred. Homeown-
ers build extensive outdoor
living spaces so they can
relax on weather-resistant fur-
niture and even cook in lavish
kitchens in their backyards.
In addition, indoor three-
season rooms full of bright,
open windows that showcase
outdoor vistas challenge the
boundaries between outside
and inside.

For those working with
limited budgets, there are
some easy, inexpensive
ways to enjoy the majesty of
natural landscapes indoors.
Houseplants can be used to
improve indoor spaces, and
they also provide various
health benefits.

Help with allergies
According to WebMD,
rooms with houseplants tend

to have less dust and mold

in them than those without
any foliage. Leaves and other
parts of the plants serve as
natural filters, catching air-
borne particles and allergens.
Plants with textured leaves
might be especially effective
at trapping particles.

Put more oxygen into the

air

The human respiratory
system works by bringing in
oxygen and releasing carbon
dioxide. Plants do the op-
posite during photosynthesis.
They absorb carbon dioxide
and then release oxygen.
Plants can put much more
oxygen into the air, improv-
ing indoor conditions.

Increase indoor humidity
and reduce illness
Studies from the Agricul-

tural University of Norway
found that indoor plants can
increase humidity in indoor
spaces, which decreases the
incidences of sore throats,
dry coughs, dry skin, and the
common cold. Higher abso-
lute humidity can decrease
the chances of survival and
transmission of the flu virus.

Filter the air

Researchers who presented
their work at the 252nd
National Meeting & Exposi-
tion of the American Chemi-
cal Society found certain
houseplants can combat the
potentially harmful effects of
volatile organic compounds.
Plants may help filter out
VOC:s like benzene, acetone
and formaldehyde, which can

enter indoor air via cleaning
supplies, dry-cleaned clothes,
furniture, printers, and paints.

Improve interior atmo-

sphere

Prevention magazine says
plants can be used to screen
unattractive areas, moderate
room temperature by shading
spots from the sun and even
reduce noise. Plants also can
improve ambiance and create
a pleasing atmosphere in a
room.

Can improve mood
Growing and caring for
plants can alleviate everyday

stress. A nationwide study
from UK Magazine Garden-
ers World found 80 percent of
gardeners declared them-
selves satisfied with life com-
pared to 67 percent among
non-gardeners. Gardeners
were more positive mentally.
Greenery can help people feel
more at home and improve
mental health. A rehab center
in Norway found patients
reported a greater increase in
well-being four weeks after
having greenery added to
their surroundings.

Houseplants can improve
indoor areas and positively
affect personal health.
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Simple ways to improve a kitchen pantry

People have been spend-
ing more time at home
than in years past, and certain
projects around the house
have become a priority. One
home improvement idea that
serves the double benefit of
creating organization and
making cooking at home
more efficient is to reimagine
the kitchen pantry.

A pantry is a room or clos-
et where food, beverages and
linens or dishes are stored.
Pantries can be highly useful
spaces that provide ancillary
storage in kitchens. Many
modern homes are equipped
with pantries, but older
homes may require some
modification to create more
useful pantries. Whether start-
ing from scratch or modifying
an existing pantry, these tips
can help projects go more
smoothly.

* Maximize vertical
storage. Utilizing verti-
cal areas can help increase
storage capacity. Build in
extra nooks by investing in

undershelf storage baskets.
These baskets can instantly
create designated areas for
different types of ingredients.
Homeowners also can look
for ways to use the inside of
cabinet doors or add extra
shelves on walls or in eaves.

* Consider your needs.
Figure out which items you
would like to store in the
pantry and then shop for cor-
responding storage systems.
For example, storage solu-
tions may feature wine bottle
racks, baskets for potatoes
and other produce, shelving
for small appliances, and
even pull out racks for baking
pans or cutting boards.

e Use clear storage. Put
ingredients in clear, airtight
containers of similar dimen-
sions so that you can easily
find items you need. Transfer
bulky items, like cereals and
baking supplies, to storage
containers for uniformity.

» Store bulk items else-
where. Bulk shopping can be
cost-efficient, but bulk items

can quickly eat up real estate
in the pantry. Designate an-
other area for non-perishable
bulk products, like paper
goods or canned items, such
as in a garage or utility room.

e Pull out drawers are
convenient. Pull-out drawers
can reduce the need to seek
and reach for items. These
drawers conveniently roll out
so items in the back can be
accessed without disturbing
foods in the front. Drawers
can be custom built for any
pantry space.

* Make it accessible. Think
about who will be taking
items from the pantry. Put
children’s snacks on the
bottom pantry shelf where
they can reach them, and then
organize other shelves for
adults in the home.

A pantry remodel can
add valuable storage space
and make one of the busiest
rooms in the house operate
more efficiently.
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Lawn watering and fertilizing techniques

Aiush, green lawn is a sight
o behold. Many variables

are involved in growing and
maintaining grass, and water and
fertilizer are among the most
important components.

Knowing how much water and
fertilizer to apply and when to
apply it can make a big difference
in the appearance and health of a
lawn. That’s because a well-fed
and watered lawn will develop a
better root system, which makes
the lawn less vulnerable to stress-
ors like drought, mowing, foot
traffic, and heat, according to the
Scotts® company.

Fertilize

There is no magic formula gov-
erning when to fertilize a lawn.
The type of grass and how well-
established a lawn is must be
considered. Experts suggest hav-
ing the soil tested to determine its
pH levels and if any nutrients are
lacking. A fertilizing schedule can
then be developed after testing.

Dennis Widmer
Construction Inc.

Where Quality and Creativity go hand in hand:
Building in Tillamook County since 1986

» Remodels/Additions, e« Windows
including «Siding
«Kitchens *Decks
«Baths
¢« truly enjoy
being in the

design process,
perfecting it,
building it, and
making it a
reality. If you are
considering a
building project
of any kind, I
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Keep in mind that overfeed-
ing a lawn will not make it
grow any better and actually can
damage the turf. Several small
applications of fertilizer during
the lawn’s most active growing
period may be helpful, advises
the home improvement resource
Tools Around the House. An
annual application (late spring
for warm-season grass or fall for
cool-season grass) may be all
that’s needed.

Certain fertilizers need to be
applied and watered in. Others
may be combined with weed-
control products and must be
set on top of damp grass. Read
packaging to determine the right
application.

Water

The right watering schedule
and techniques can help a lawn
thrive. Scotts® says adjusting
for climate and nature can help
grass to grow strongly. A lawn
that has a grayish cast or appears
dull green is telling an owner that

it needs water. Another test is to
step on the lawn. If footprints dis-
appear quickly, the grass blades
have enough moisture to spring
back.

Water the lawn in the morning
before 10 a.m. when it’s cooler
and the winds tend to be calm so
that the water can soak in. For
those who must water at night,
do so in early evening so that the
water can dry before nightfall and
will not contribute to disease.

Scotts® says to water an es-
tablished lawn until the top six to
eight inches of soil is wet. Most
lawns need one to 1.5 inches of
water per week from rain or a
hose to soak the soil that deeply.

Newly established lawns may
require more water to keep the
soil moist but not soggy.

Visit a lawn care center for
more information on watering the
type of lawn for your area or visit
www.scotts.com for additional
tips.

LLow-maintenance

Agaditional lawn may
ot be right for every
property nor desired by every
homeowner. There is no
denying that lawns take time
and effort to establish and
daily or weekly maintenance
to thrive. Homeowners who
find that a traditional lawn

is not practical can explore
some low-maintenance alter-

natives.

Wildflower meadow

Homeowners with wide
swaths of property may
discover meadows are cost-
and time-efficient. Stores sell
special wildflower meadow
mixes of seeds or home-
owners can use wildflower
plug plants throughout areas

lawn alternatives

where grasses are left to grow
longer. This natural area can
be a home to wildlife and an
idyllic backdrop to a home.
Most meadows only require

a spring or summer and
autumn cut to thrive and look
good.

Ornamental grasses
Partition areas of the prop-

e Hot Water

¢ Fill Material
Drain Rock
Rip Rap

Bark

e Prompt Delivery
e Crushed Rock
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e Decorative Boulders
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NEHALEM BAY READY Mix © MOHLER SAND & GRAVEL, LLC
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Call in advance for Saturday delivery. 20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157

H70164

erty for ornamental grasses to
grow. The gardening re-
source Elemental Green says
ornamental grasses tend to
be drought-resistant and low-
maintenance. They won’t
need much fertilizer and are
often resistant to pests as
well. Ornamental grasses
grow in tufts or sprays and
will not require mowing.
However, they are not ideal
for areas that get foot traffic.

Moss

Moss can thrive in shady
areas and ones where the
soil tends to stay a bit damp.
Moss is velvety soft and
green, so it can mimic the
look of a traditional lawn
but won’t require mowing
and other upkeep. Because
it spreads quickly, moss can

Lawn

Continued on Page 7



Renovation trends that figure to
be popular in the year ahead

ome renova-
tion trends
are ever-changing.
Renovations that
might have been
de rigueur 20 years
ago may seem dated
now. Recogniz-
ing the potentially
popular trends of
tomorrow is a great
way for homeowners
to give their homes
a fresh new look and
put themselves in
position to capitalize
on popular trends when they
put their homes on the mar-
ket. That’s especially so after
2020, a year when millions
of people spent more time
at home than ever before.
All that time working from
home and relaxing at home
gave millions of homeowners
ideas about what they like
about their homes and what
they hope to change. The fol-
lowing are some renovation
trends that various experts
suspect could emerge in
2021.

* Eco-friendly living:
Climate change, and how to
combat it, was a hot button
issue during the 2020 presi-
dential election in the United
States. So it should come as
no surprise that urdesignmag.
com, a web magazine that
showcases creative trends
in design, architecture, art,
technology, and fashion,
predicts that eco-friendly
living solutions figure to be

hot commodities in 2021.

Eco-friendly appliances, fur-
niture and designs can help to
conserve energy and reduce
waste, which environmental-
ists and government agencies
like the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency note are two
critical components in the
fight against climate change.
* Large windows: Large
windows can provide stun-
ning views of the outdoors
and allow ample natural light
into a home. It may not be a
coincidence if large windows
prove to be a hot trend in
2021. The COVID-19 pan-
demic that dominated much
of 2020 forced many people
to spend considerably more
time at home. Darker homes
without much natural light
can adversely affect mood,
especially when people
are spending more time at
home. HGTV predicts that
homeowners will seek ways
to bring more natural light
into their homes in 2021,

and large windows
naturally brighten
homes while making
rooms appear bigger,
helping people feel
less cramped. That’s
an especially beneficial
characteristic when
spending more time
indoors at home.

o Minimalism: The
anticipated popularity
of minimalism in 2021
may also be connected
to the pandemic. As
professionals were
forced to work from home
and many families spent
more time together inside
their homes then ever be-
fore, they may have recog-
nized a need to cut back on
clutter, including extra furni-
ture. A minimalist approach
is both simple and clean,
which can make homes feel
less claustrophobic.

o Multi-functional spaces:
Homeowners asked a lot

of their homes in 2020, as
rooms were transformed
into multi-functional

spaces seemingly overnight.
HGTYV notes that spending
more time at home showed
homeowners that it may

not make sense to dedicate
entire rooms of a home to a
single purpose. Renovations
that can help homeowners
transform rooms into multi-
functional spaces figure to
be hot commodities in the
years ahead.

Lawn

Continued from Page 6

take over quite rapidly. You
will need to protect areas
where you do not want moss
by creating barriers to stop
spread.
Gravel
Stone and gravel areas can

reduce maintenance in the
landscape and require very
little upkeep. When gravel

is installed correctly, weeds
may not grow readily. Gravel
installation may include
laying heavy-duty, semi-
permeable landscape fabric,
which is available in home
improvement centers. Gravel
is cheaper than pavers and
can be just as beautiful.

Artificial turf

If the desired look is a
lawn without all the upkeep,
there are various artificial
grass options on the market.
Homeowners who opt for
artificial turf can save money
and space devoted to lawn
mowers and other lawn tools.

Grass may be ideal for
some, but there are alterna-
tives for people who have
troublesome landscapes or
desire a low-maintenance
product for their homes.
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Need a Loan for Your
Home Improvement Project?

We finance up to 100% of your
home’s value, less what you owe.
Plus, you pay little to no fees, and
no closing costs except escrow
and appraisal if needed. All for
a fantastic rate that saves you a
bundle.

Apply Online or in Person Today!

For more information, text:
Home Equity to 360-351-4111

1510 3rd St Tillamook
www.tlcfcu.org ¢ 503.842.7523
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HEAT PUMP WATER
HEATERS

Heat pump water heaters are
not only the most efficient way
to heat water, they also help to
reduce energy waste and hot
water costs by up to 50%!
Tillamook PUD offers a $600
rebate on qualifying unitary

models and a $800 rebate on
qualifying split-system models.

SMART THERMOSTATS

At home or away, a smart
thermostat helps you save energy
and stay comfortable!

Tillamook PUD is now offering a
$150 rebate on all qualifying
smart thermostat purchases.

Ao

WINDOWS
Looking into new windows?
Through the weatherization
program at Tillamook PUD, site
built and manufactured homes
could qualify for a $6 per sq. ft
rebate on ENERGY STAR®
Replacement Windows with a
U-Value of .30 or below.
*A free energy audit of your
home must be completed
before installation.

START SAVING TODAY

For more information about Energy Efficiency
and the programs offered at Tillamook PUD, visit
www.tpud.org/ways-to-save/.

TILLAMOOK PUD
PO Box 433 1115 Pacific Ave.
Tillamook, OR 97141

503-842-2535 800-422-2535
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