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Citizen Editor

Since the February clo-
sure of the U.S. Renal Care 
Dialysis clinic in Tillamook, 
patients with end stage renal 
disease have been forced to 
travel more than an hour for 
thrice-weekly, life-sustaining 
care.

But that is all set to 
change in the coming weeks 
when the clinic reopens under 
the management of Dialysis 
Clinics Incorporated (DCI), a 
Nashville-based nonprofit, as 
the Tillamook Kidney Center. 
Dr. Doug Johnson, the Vice 
Chairman of DCI’s Board, 
said that he was enthusiastic 
about the opportunity to help 
bring dialysis back to Til-
lamook and stressed that it 
would not have been possible 
without the strong partner-
ship of Adventist Health, and 
especially Adventist President 
Eric Swanson.

“Eric and the Adventist 
team have been such incred-
ible partners, and it was so in-
spiring to be able to visit the 
community, be able to spend 
time in the community,” John-
son said. “We’re so excited 
to be able to help provide this 
service.”

The situation began un-
folding in late January of this 
year, when patients at the U.S. 
Renal Care (USRC) dialysis 
clinic in Tillamook received 

a letter from the company’s 
management informing them 
that the center would be clos-
ing as of February 23, due to 
economic factors. That forced 
the clinic’s 11 patients to 
either transition to in-home 
treatments or travel to Lincoln 
City, Astoria or Forest Grove 
three times weekly to dialyze.

“IT’s been rough, there 
for a month or two I had to 
be on the road by 3:30 in the 

morning to be there at 4:30, 
and for an old lady, that’s a 
long way,” said Sharon Gal-
lino, a patient who was forced 
to seek care in Lincoln City. 
Fortunately, the early start 
time that forced the pre-dawn 
departures has since shifted, 
but Gallino is still spend-
ing a minimum of six hours 
on travel and treatment on 
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Tillamook’s Board of County 
Commissioners voted to award 
$1.7 million of transient lodging 
tax funding to the North County 
Recreation District on December 
4, to aid in the completion of the 
district’s new pool facility.

After multiple discussions 
with the district’s leadership in 
recent months, Commissioners 
Mary Faith Bell and Erin Skaar 
voted in favor of the grant, citing 
the project’s community support, 
large existing financial support and 
in-process status. Commissioner 
Doug Olson voted nay saying that 
while he would support a smaller 
award, the lack of decision-mak-
ing process made him uncomfort-
able with the number approved.

North County Recreation 
District (NCRD) Board Chair 
Michael Howes and interim Ex-
ecutive Director Barbara McCann 

first reached out to commissioners 
in October and attended several 
work sessions with the commis-
sioners in October and November 
to discuss the possibility of county 
funding for the pool project.

The project, which will replace 
the North County Recreation 
District’s (NCRD) nearly century 
old pool in Nehalem, has received 
more than $16 million in support 
from numerous donors in the 
community as well as through a 
bond approved by district voters 
in 2020. However, cost escala-
tions due to inflation have driven 
the project’s budget well over 
its initial estimate, leaving the 
district facing a $2.5 million gap to 
complete the pool facility with the 
installation of equipment, commis-
sion the new facility and decom-
mission the old facility.

Construction crews are 
expected to complete the second 
phase of the project by January 15, 
at which point the facility’s interior 

will be finished. The next phase 
of the project, which will see the 
installation of pool equipment, will 
cost an estimated $1.7 million, is 
planned to begin in February and 
be complete by April, putting the 
facility on track for a June open-
ing.

However, the district has 
exhausted its previously secured 
funding and faced the prospect of 
demobilizing construction, which 
would have led to further cost 
escalations, if they could not show 
proof of funds to pay for the next 
phase by mid-December. 

With the county sitting on a $3 
million surplus in funds from the 
tourist-supported transient lodging 
tax (TLT), Howes and McCann 
reached out to the board to request 
the county’s support, kicking off a 
series of meetings.

In the last meeting between 
the board and NCRD leadership 
on November 6, Skaar and Olson 
both voiced concerns about the 

award potentially being unequita-
ble to other projects in the county, 
owing to the lack of process 
entailed by the district’s ad hoc 
request for a donation. 

Olson suggested that the coun-
ty award $1 million to the project, 
in the form of a $500,000 lump 
sum and five $100,000 annual 
payments, while Skaar mentioned 
a $1.5-million grant with the same 
format. Bell concurred with the 
formatting of the donation but 
said she would support funding 
the project’s balance, citing past 
instances of the county making 
large TLT awards without a formal 
process, such as the $2.5-million 
purchase of the Jentzen property in 
Pacific City.

Commissioners asked Howes 
and McCann to get specifics about 
a loan to cover the project’s third 
phase and return with those for a 
final decision.

See ELECTION, Page A3

See OPRD, Page A3

See NCRD, Page A3

See KIDNEY CENTER, Page A5

County commissioners award 
$1.7 million to NCRD for pool project

Tillamook Kidney Center prepares 
for opening in the coming weeks
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Tillamook County Clerk Christy Nyseth certi-
fied the county’s election results on December 2, 
confirming the success of the county’s emergency 
radio system bond question.

While Oregon Secretary of State LaVonne Grif-
fin-Valade is not due to certify statewide results 
until December 12, Republican State Representa-
tive Cyrus Javadi also still appeared on track to 
win reelection against Democrat challenger Andy 
Davis.

Certified returns from Nyseth showed that 
16,405 of Tillamook County’s 21,673 registered 
voters cast ballots in the November 5 election, 
representing a 75.7% turnout.

The bond question seeking $24 million in 
taxpayer funding to support an upgrade to the 
county’s aging emergency radio system received 
7,926 yes votes of 15,232 cast in the race, or 
52.0%.

Javadi received 54.9% of the votes counted in 
Tillamook County in the race against Davis and 
52.1% across the entire district.

United States Congresswoman Suzanne 
Bonamici remaind on pace for an easy win over 
Republican challenger Bob Todd, having received 
68.6% of the almost 352,000 votes across the 
district. Bonamici also won Tillamook County, 
but received just 49.1% of votes tallied, with Todd 
accounting for 47.8% of the total, and Libertarian 
Joe Christman 3.0%.

At the top of the ticket, Tillamook County 
supported President-elect Donald Trump with 
49.0% of voters casting their ballot for Trump and 
running mate J.D. Vance. Vice President Kamala 
Harris received 47.7% of the vote in the county, 
while Robert F. Kennedy Jr. garnered 1.5% and 
Jill Stein accounted for .7%.

In races for the Tillamook County Peoples’ 
Utility District Board of Directors, Tamra Per-
man received 55.3% of the vote against 43.7% for 
Maile Rosa Samek in the race for subdivision one, 
while Lonnie Jenck won the three-way race for 
subdivision three, with 49.5% of the vote against 
25.5% for Harry Hewitt and 24.1% for Justin 
Aufdermauer. 

Tillamook city council’s incumbents were 
all retained their seats, with Garrett Noffsinger, 

Election results 
certified
Radio bond 
passes, Javadi 
reelected

PHOTO BY JOHN HAY
(Left to right) Dialysis Clinic Inc. Nurse Manager Molly Lust, Tillamook Adventist President Eric Swanson and 
Tillamook Adventist Patient Care Executive Heather Thompson outside the once and future dialysis clinic.

OPRD steps up 
Salmonberry 
Trail involvement 

WILL CHAPPELL
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Last month, the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department took the first steps towards becom-
ing the governmental home for the Salmonberry 
Project, announcing that they were exploring the 
establishment of a committee to govern it.

That process is being led by Mike Cafferata, 
Forest Grove District Forester for the Oregon 
Department of Forestry (ODF), and the transition 
would see the committee replace the Salmonberry 
Trail Intergovernmental Agency (STIA), which is 
set to cease operations at the end of this year.

Cafferata has committed to spending the next six 
months leading the exploratory phase of the move 
and said that staff at the Oregon Parks and Recre-
ation Department (OPRD) had decided to step in 
after seeing that the current organizational structure 
was not performing optimally.

The Salmonberry Trail Intergovernmental 
Agency was formed in 2014 and consists of the 
governments of Tillamook and Washington County, 
ODF, as much of the proposed trail’s 82 miles run 
through state forest lands, and OPRD. When it was 
founded, STIA was given a decade-long mandate, 
and as the end of that period drew near in recent 
months, members began contemplating the best 
way forward with OPRD staff deciding to offer 
their department as a potential home.

Cafferata said that STIA had always been con-
strained by a lack of staff as well as a lack of exper-
tise in trail building among the partner agencies and 
that the transition of responsibilities to OPRD will 
help to address both of those concerns.

While planning is still ongoing, Cafferata said 
that OPRD does not plan to take an increased lead-
ership role in the trail process, but rather to provide 
an appropriate home and technical assistance for 
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After discussing the 
possibility of declin-
ing to select from among 
three options to update 
floodplain development 
codes in favor of a county-
developed alternative at 
a meeting earlier in the 
month, Tillamook’s Board 
of County Commissioners 
officially chose that path 
on November 27.
The decision was unani-

mously formalized in a 
letter to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) that informed the 
agency that the county will 
require projects in areas 
of special flood hazard 
to submit a letter from a 
biologist certifying that 
the project will cause no 
take of endangered species 
beginning December 1.
Tillamook County 

Director of Community 
Development Sarah Absher 
has been a leader on the 
issue across the state and 
came up with the proposed 
alternative in conjunction 
with Molly Lawrence, a 
land-use attorney for the 
county. Absher and Law-
rence argue that the new 
ordinance will meet the 
letter of federal law while 
allowing for more develop-
ment in areas of special 
flood hazard, though it is 
unclear how FEMA will 
respond.
Absher said that given 

this lack of clarity and with 
Oregonians for Floodplain 
Protection, a coalition 
opposed to the required 
development updates, set 
to file a lawsuit challeng-
ing the requirements in the 
coming weeks, the situa-
tion is far from resolved.
“This is not the end, I 

would say this letter brings 
us forward into the begin-
ning of a new process,” 
Absher told commission-
ers. 

Work on updating the 
requirements for participa-
tion in the FEMA’s flood 
insurance program has 
been ongoing since a 2009 
lawsuit by the Audubon 
Society, which claimed that 
FEMA’s National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) 
was harming coho salmon 
in Oregon in violation of 
the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA). 
FEMA commissioned 

the National Marine Fish-
eries Service to investigate 
the claim and in 2016, the 
fisheries service released a 
report saying that the flood 
insurance plan was caus-
ing an illegal take of coho, 
other anadromous fish spe-
cies and orca whales. This 
meant that FEMA needed 
to update the requirements 
of partner governments in 
the flood insurance plan 
to comply with federal 
statute. 
But that work was 

delayed, first by a 2016 
suit against FEMA by 
Oregonians for Floodplain 
Protection and then by a 
2018 congressional delay 
of three years passed by 
former Congressman Peter 
Defazio. 
When the implemen-

tation stay expired in 
2021, progress resumed 
on updating the program, 
with a proposal for up-
dates released in 2023. The 
biological opinion called 
for the program to update 
the ordinances for building 
in flood plains to achieve 
zero net loss in three areas 
of floodplain functional-
ity that help preserve fish 
habitat: flood storage, 
water quality and riparian 
vegetation.
Under the new rules, any 

projects proposed in the 
100-year floodplain would 
have to include mitigation 
efforts that would lead to 
no loss in any of the three 
fish habitat functions to 
receive building permits. 

Since FEMA is a federal 
agency and not allowed to 
make land use laws, it falls 
on the localities it partners 
with in the flood insurance 
program to implement the 
new standards.
Initially, FEMA officials 

had said that they would 
not require governments 
to update their codes until 
the proposal had undergone 
full NEPA review, expected 
in either 2025 or 2027. But 
that changed with a July 15 
letter, spurred by further 
litigation from the Centers 
for Biological Diversity, 
that told local governments 
they need to select one of 
three options to update 
their ordinances by Decem-
ber 1 of this year.
Since receiving that 

letter, Tillamook County 
Commissioners and Absher 
have been vociferous in 
their opposition to the new 
deadline and options pre-
sented. Absher began work 
with Lawrence on craft-
ing the county’s response 
while also participating in 
ongoing conversations with 
FEMA officials, including 
a trip to Colorado to meet 
with national leaders last 
month.
A proposed plan for the 

county’s response to the 
deadline and proposed op-
tions, as well as the path 
forward in litigating against 
the requirements was un-
veiled at a combined meet-
ing of the board of com-
missioners and planning 
committee on November 
14, attended by more than 
100 concerned citizens.
At the meeting, Law-

rence told the crowd that 
Oregonians for Floodplain 
Protection is preparing to 
file a lawsuit, similar to 
a 2018 suit, challenging 
FEMA’s actions by the be-
ginning of 2025, relying on 
four legal arguments.
First, the suit will argue 

that the proposed updates 
are premature as FEMA has 

not completed the National 
Environmental Planning 
Act review process and is 
therefore uninformed about 
the environmental effects 
of the proposed changes. 
The failure to complete that 
process has also deprived 
the public of an opportunity 
to give feedback during the 
decision-making process.
Second, no provision of 

the act creating the NFIP 
gives FEMA the authority 
to implement the options 
that it has presented to 
counties.
Third, even if FEMA 

does have the authority, the 
only way for it to imple-
ment the change is through 
passing updated regula-
tions, which it has not 
done.
And fourth, none of the 

presented options exist in 
the county’s code and they 
need time to meet Oregon 
land use public noticing 
requirements.
Lawrence also presented 

the possible fourth op-
tion that the county could 
choose to pursue to update 
its development codes, in 
lieu of those proposed by 
FEMA.
Lawrence suggested 

that the county require 
applicants to include a 
statement from a qualified 
biologist that proposed 
projects in areas of special 
flood hazard would not 
cause a take of endangered 
species. Lawrence said 
that, in her opinion, this 
phraseology would meet 
the requirements of federal 
statute while being far less 
restrictive than the no-net-
loss standard required by 
FEMA’s proposals.
Lawrence said that she 

has drafted a letter regard-
ing this fourth option to 
FEMA and that she expect-
ed FEMA officials would 
not like the proposal but 
that the gap between the 
no-take standard required 
by statute and no-net-loss 

standard set forth in the 
BiOp was their problem, 
not Oregon counties’.
The risk to the county in 

pursuing such an approach 
would theoretically be 
suspension or removal from 
the NFIP, but according to 
Lawrence that risk is low.
Lawrence said that the 

fastest such a process 
could progress would be 
six months, and that in her 
experience in a similar situ-
ation in Washington state in 
the 2000s it would take at 
least a year. Lawrence also 
said that the county would 
have the option to change 
course on its decision and 
come into compliance if 
leaders got cold feet, with-
out penalty.
At the meeting, members 

of the planning committee 
and commissioners reached 
a consensus on moving 
forward with the proposed 
plan and agreed that com-
missioners would consider 
the letter at a coming meet-
ing.
The letter was presented 

by Absher at the commis-
sioners’ regular meeting on 
November 27, with Absher 
starting the discussion by 
thanking the commissioners 
for their bravery and cour-
age in supporting communi-
ties with their forthcoming 
choice. Absher also thanked 
her staff for helping her to 
work through the process 
and solicit as many applica-
tions for development in 
the floodplain as possible 
ahead of the deadline.
Absher said that she 

felt the proposal met 
requirements set forth in 
federal statute and that, if 
approved, she would work 
on developing a list of bi-
ologists who could provide 
the required certification 
letter for projects after the 
requirement took effect on 
December 1.
Absher also said that she 

will be bringing a letter of 
support for a lawsuit from 

Oregonians for Floodplain 
Management to commis-
sioners for approval in the 
coming weeks and suggest-
ing that the county con-
tribute funds toward legal 
expenses for that suit.
Tillamook County Com-

missioner Erin Skaar said 
that she felt taking the 
proposed approach was the 
best option to support lo-
cal communities and push 
back against unreasonable 
requests from FEMA.
Tillamook County Com-

missioner Doug Olson said 
that in the weeks since 
the meeting proposing the 
alternative he had heard 
from many members of 
the public, and not one 
had supported choosing 
from among the proposed 
options. Olson said that 
he felt the demands from 
FEMA were a severe over-
reach and that he planned 
to support the proposal.
Tillamook County Com-

missioner Mary Faith Bell 
thanked Absher for her 
diligent work on the issue 
over the past eight years 
and praised her expertise 
and leadership at the state 
level. Bell said that she 
agreed with her fellow 
commissioners and be-
lieved in standing up to 
authority when it was in 
error.
Commissioner-elect Paul 

Fournier, invited to state 
his position, concurred 
with the current commis-
sioners and said that he 
was proud of them for tak-
ing a stand against FEMA.
Commissioners then 

unanimously voted in favor 
of sending the letter to 
FEMA and instituting the 
requirement that applica-
tions for projects in areas 
of special flood hazard be 
required to submit a letter 
from a biologist certify-
ing they will cause no take 
of endangered species in 
violation of federal law 
beginning December 1.

County commissioners hew own path in response to FEMA

Neah-Kah-Nie boys’ basketball shoots to defend league title
BY MIKE WEBER       

For The Headlight Herald

The defending Coastal 
Range League champion 
Neah-Kah-Nie High Pirates 
enjoyed a tremendous 
amount of success in a 
breakthrough boys basket-
ball season last year.

The Pirates, guided by 
fifth-year Coach Erick 
White, won the league title 
while compiling a 10-2 
CRL mark (19-7 overall). 
The Pirates advanced to the 
state playoffs for a second 
straight year and they’re 
hoping to continue that suc-
cess this season by extend-

ing their playoff streak to 
three in a row. The Pirates 
recorded a second-round 
playoff victory (66-61 over 
Pleasant Hill) on Feb. 23, 
2024, and advanced to the 
state tournament quarter-
finals for the first time in 
recent history.
“We lost three key play-

ers from a team that was 
very successful last year, 
but we still have a pretty 
good team, and we have 
some players who have 
really stepped up, along 
with some younger play-
ers who will play big roles 
too,” said White. “Things 
are looking pretty good so 
far and we’ll be a lacking 
a little in height, but we’re 
a pretty solid all-around 
team.”  
Despite losing three se-

niors to graduation, the Pi-
rates started practice Nov. 
18 with a solid foundation 
of eight returning players 
from last year’s quarterfi-
nals squad.  
“If we had a little more 

height, I would feel more 
comfortable that we could 
duplicate last year’s suc-
cess, but I think we’ll have 
strong guard play and solid 
post play too,” said White. 
“I think if everything 
rounds into shape and the 
team continues to improve, 
then we should be a play-

off team again this year.”
A somewhat younger 

team with only two 
seniors, including re-
turner Ethan Hanson, also 
includes juniors Brady 
Douma, Noah Scovel, 
Greyson Lott, Clayton 
Dante, Jordan Lewis and 
Kason Fletcher. Hanson is 
expected to be one of the 
top players after he earned 
a CRL All-League Honor-
able Mention Award last 
year.
“We have several play-

ers who are capable of 
being scoring leaders, in-
cluding Ethan, Clayton and 
Jordan,” said White.
The Pirates will be one 

of the top contenders again 
along with the Warrenton 
High Warriors (9-3, 14-11 
last year) and the Yam-
hill-Carlton High Tigers 
(8-4, 14-13 last year) in 
the seven-team CRL as 
they seek to win a second 
straight league title.
The Pirates begin a 

24-game schedule with a 

5 p.m. nonleague season 
opening matchup Thursday 
versus the Class 2A Ken-
nedy High Trojans (18-9 
last year) in the Westside 
Christian Winter Tourna-
ment Dec. 5-7 in Tigard.
“I wish we had a few 

more practices other than 
the 10 that we get before 
the season starts, which 
always seems like it’s not 
enough,” said White. “If 
we could have two or three 
more it would be much 
better. We’re going to have 
a tough nonleague schedule 
that will really provide a 
good test for us though, 
and it will help us a lot to 
prepare for the CRL regular 
season.”
The Pirates play their 

home opener Dec. 11 at 
7:30 p.m. in a Tillamook 
County rivalry matchup 
versus the Nestucca High 
Bobcats (7-17 last year) 
in Rockaway. Neah-Kah-
Nie starts a 12-game CRL 
schedule Jan. 8 on the road 
versus Yamhill-Carlton.

Deal of the Week!
2016 Keystone RV 

Hideout
26bhswe

$17,900

Special Pricing for the Holidays!

A&M Auto Wholesale
Tillamook, Oregon

503-318-7787 • 503-842-0050 
See all vehicles at www.tillamookauto.com 

Free CARFAX with every car
We are a CUDL Direct Lender 
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H24708



North Coast Citizen • December 12, 2024  A3

At the meeting on De-
cember 4, Howes reviewed 
the information that had been 
previously shared and told the 
commissioners that since the 
last meeting the district had 
received approval for a $2 
million loan from its bank at a 
4.99% interest rate. 

Howes presented three 
potential award possibilities to 
the commissioners, the $1 mil-
lion option advanced by Olson 
at the November meeting, the 
$1.5 million option mentioned 
by Skaar and a package to fund 
the full $1.7 million required 
to complete phase three. This 
third option would involve an 
initial award of $550,000 fol-
lowed by five annual awards of 
$230,000. 

Howes said that the district 
would appreciate any of the 
three awards but that selecting 
the third would obviously be 
their preferred option.

Olson kicked off the 
discussion, saying that he 
still favored the first option 
of awarding $1 million, for 
the same reasons he had cited 
previously. He said that the 
thought of awarding more than 
$1 million without a formal 
process made him uneasy and 
that he had some concerns 
about the project’s conformity 
to state law’s requirements that 
projects receiving TLT funding 
serve tourists.

Skaar then spoke and said 
that while she was still con-
cerned about the lack of pro-
cess, her opinion had shifted 
since the last meeting, largely 
based on Howes’s arguments 
in favor of a larger award.

Skaar said that while she 
had previously worried about 
disadvantaging other projects 
in an unfair way, these con-
cerns had been alleviated by 
the NCRD project’s status and 
the fact that no other projects 
in the county were at the same 
phase. Skaar said that the proj-
ect’s $16 million in already-
secured funding, including 
community support through 
the 2020 bond, and the fact that 
construction was already under 
way were a unique circum-
stance in the county and that 
she would encourage any other 
projects in a similar position to 
come to the board in the future.

Further, the $1.7-million 
request would only represent 
10-12% of the project’s total 
budget, which Skaar said made 
her more comfortable with the 
figure and the awards compli-
ance with state TLT law, as that 
percentage of the new facility’s 
capacity is likely to be used by 
tourists. 

Given those factors, Skaar 
said that she was comfortable 
with the $1.5-million award 
and would be open to further 
discussion about the $1.7-mil-
lion figure.

Bell said that she was firm 
on the $1.5-million figure and 
was open to the $1.7-million 
award because she wanted 
to see the county help get 
the project done. She echoed 
Skaar’s points about the 
project’s unique backing and 
process and said that a statistic 
shared by Howes that 25% of 
the county’s assessed prop-
erty value was in the district’s 
bounds had further convinced 
her.

Bell continued that while 
she was also sensitive to 
concerns about the process of 
awarding funding, the board 
explicitly had the executive 
powers to make decisions out-

side of those processes when 
they felt it was appropriate, as 
they had in past instances.

“I will feel good about 
doing this because it’s an op-
portunity to invest in our com-
munity and it’s timely,” Bell 
said before making a motion 
to award the $1.7 million as 
proposed by Howes.

Olson said that he would 
vote no because of the lack of 
process but reiterated his sup-
port for the project before Bell 
and Skaar voted aye to approve 
the award and Olson voted nay.

Howes and McCann 
profusely thanked the commis-
sioners for their support, with 
Howes saying that it felt like 
a weight had been lifted from 
their shoulders.

Tillamook County Chief 
Administrative Officer Rachel 
Hagerty said that she would 
begin working on an intergov-
ernmental agreement to man-
age the grant and would aim 
to complete it by the commis-
sioners’ December 18 meeting, 
but that it might be January 8, 
because of the holidays.

The award leaves the proj-
ect with an $800,000 gap to 
meet its entire original scope, 
although Howes clarified in his 
presentation that only $400,000 
of that was necessary to com-
mission the pool and outfit 
essential items such as life-
guards’ chairs. The remaining 
$400,000 will allow the district 
to decommission the old pool 
and outfit the new pool facility 
more fully, with acoustic tiling 
and bleachers.

The district recently 
received a grant of $500,000 
contingent on funding the rest 
of the project, that Howes said 
he believed would be triggered 
by the county grant, a fact 
which he will confirm at an 
upcoming meeting with that 
granter. 

NCRD
Pool project
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Nicholas Torres and Sylvia 
Schriber running unopposed 
and Brian Reynolds garner-
ing 67.5% of the vote against 
29.4% for challenger Richard 
Reidt.

Bay City Mayor Liane 
Welch was unopposed in her 
race and Colin Jones, Tim 
Josi and Justin Howard were 
elected to three open seats on 
the council.

Katie Findling was also un-
opposed in her bid to maintain 
the mayoralty of Garibaldi, 
while in a three-way contest 
for two open council seats, 
Cheryl Gierga and Sandra 
Tyrer received 268 and 248 
votes, respectively, against 
240 tallied for Terry Kandle.

Rockaway Beach’s hotly 
contested elections returned 
incumbents to their posi-
tions across the board. Mayor 

Charles McNeilly received 
65.3% of votes cast in his 
race, with Rodney Breazile 
garnering 24.1% and Dane 
Winchester 10.3%.

In city council races, Mary 
McGinnis was unopposed in 
the race for position one, Tom 
Martine defeated Kristine 
Hayes with 62.7% of the 
vote for position two, Kiley 
Konruff defeated Stephanie 
Winchester with 68.3% of 
votes in the race for position 
three, Alesia Franken beat Jus-
tin McMahan with 63.4% of 
the vote for position four and 
Penny Cheek bested Debra 
Reeves with 61.2% of position 
five votes tallied.

Wheeler’s mayoral race 
saw Denise Donohue notch 
the victory with 74.4% of the 
vote against William Goulardt. 
Heidi Stacks, Mary Leverette 
and Gordon Taylor secured 
three open council positions, 
with 193, 178 and 143 votes, 
respectively, while Garry 
Gitzen received 84.

Nehalem Mayor Phil Chick 
was unopposed in his bid for 

reelection and Kristina Quin-
tana won the race for position 
two on the council, with 70 
votes against 39 for An-
gela Hanke and 38 for Lydia 
O’Connor. In the race for 
position three on the council, 
Dave Cram beat Vern Scovell 
receiving 60.7% of the vote.

Manzanita Mayor Kathryn 
Stock ran unopposed and 
Councilors Jerry Spegman and 
Thomas Campbell received 
325 and 323 votes respectively 
in the race for two open seats 
on the city council. Manzanita 
voters also supported remain-
ing on a monthly billing cycle 
for water billing, with 55.1% 
of votes in favor of that fre-
quency over quarterly.

In statewide races, Demo-
crats were on pace to sweep 
races for elected offices, while 
two of five proposed ballot 
measures, those regarding 
impeachment of statewide 
elected officials and unioniza-
tion at cannabis businesses, 
were on pace to succeed.

Democrat Tobias Reed had 
received 54.5% of the votes 

counted in the race for secre-
tary of state, a 12.6% victory 
over Republican Dennis Lin-
thicum who garnered 41.9% 
of the vote, while Progressive 
Nathalie Paravicini tallied 
3.6%.

Democrat Elizabeth Steiner 
looked on track to win the 
contest for state treasurer by 
a smaller margin, with just 
49.4% of the votes against 
43.3% for Republican Brian 
Boquist and 7.3% for Mary 
King of the Working Fami-
lies party.

In the race for attorney 

general, Democrat Dan 
Rayfield was on pace for 
a victory, having received 
54.4% of the vote against 
Republican Will Lathrop’s 
45.5%.

Support for Ballot 
Measure 115, establishing 
a process for the legislature 
to impeach elected officials, 
had a commanding lead, 
garnering 64.2% of votes 
counted. Ballot Measure 119 
was also on pace to pass with 
56.8% of the vote and would 
require cannabis retailers and 
processors to remain neutral 

regarding communications 
from labor unions.

Three other proposed 
ballot measures all looked 
set to fail, with Measure 116, 
proposing an independent 
commission to set salaries 
for some state officials, 
receiving 52.5% opposi-
tion, Measure 117, propos-
ing ranked-choice voting, 
having 57.7% opposed, and 
Measure 118, proposing an 
increase to corporate taxes to 
fund an annual payment to 
all citizens, drawing 77.5% 
of votes counted against.

Election
Results
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the project. Cafferata said that 
the counties that are members 
of STIA would still be asked 
to take the lead on the proj-

ect and to contribute funds 
to OPRD for any staff that 
might be hired.

Cafferata said that as he 
works to develop the agree-
ments that will establish 
and govern the committee 
in the coming months, he 
will be looking at the Bear 
Creek Greenway in Jackson 
County and Lower De-

schutes River Management 
projects as guides. Both of 
those projects also involve 
several jurisdictions working 
together to manage recre-
ational assets.

Construction of the 
trail will still be an effort 
achieved by the counties 
and cities along the trail’s 
pathway as a series of small 

projects, Cafferata said, 
though OPRD will take over 
the lease and rail banking 
agreement that STIA cur-
rently holds with the Port of 
Tillamook Bay.

Cafferata said that the 
main role of OPRD will be 
to provide a more certain 
foundation for the project 
and technical support, mak-

ing it easier for localities to 
build and maintain the trail. 
“I think it will provide more 
support and clarity for the 
places that are going to build 
the trail,” Cafferata said.

Cafferata also clarified 
that the Salmonberry Trail 
Foundation, a non-profit that 
works to support develop-
ment of the trail, will not be 

impacted by the change.
Before the end of the year, 

Cafferata plans to work on 
the committee’s founding 
documentation, figure out 
the process to transfer the 
lease and rail banking agree-
ments from STIA and either 
consummate the transition or 
extend STIA’s sunset date as 
necessary.

OPRD
Salmonberry Trail
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Councils decide on floodplain development 
updates in response to FEMA

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

With a December 1 Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency deadline to update 
ordinances regulating devel-
opments in area of special 
flood hazard looming, cities 
across Tillamook County 
made changes to their zoning 
ordinances in November.

Rockaway Beach and 
Bay City signaled their 
intention to adopt a Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) model 
ordinance, Nehalem selected 
a permit-by-permit approach, 
Wheeler’s council did not 
take action and will default 
to a permit-by-permit regime, 
Garibaldi opted to let staff 
decide based on neighboring 
cities’ decisions, Tillamook 
opted to pursue a fourth ap-
proach suggested by county 
leaders and Manzanita was 
unaffected.

Originally triggered by 
a 2009 Audubon Society 
lawsuit, updates to the 

Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s (FEMA) 
flood insurance plan and its 
recommended flood plain 
development ordinances are 
expected to be finalized by 
2026. The updates will follow 
recommendations laid out in 
a biological opinion from the 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service in 2016 that called for 
new development in flood-
plains to meet a no-net-loss 
standard to the floodplains’ 
functionality to preserve habi-
tat for 16 endangered species, 
including coho salmon and 
orca whales.

After the biological opin-
ion was issued in 2016, the 
process was paused by then-
Congressman Peter DeFazio 
in 2018 for three years.

When the implementation 
stay expired in 2021, prog-
ress resumed on updating 
the program, with a proposal 
for updates released in 2023. 
The biological opinion called 
for the program to update 
the ordinances for building 
in flood plains to achieve 

zero net loss in three areas of 
floodplain functionality that 
help preserve fish habitat: 
flood storage, water quality 
and riparian vegetation.

Under the new rules, any 
projects proposed in the 100-
year floodplain would have 
to include mitigation efforts 
that would lead to no loss in 
any of the three fish habitat 
functions to receive building 
permits. The new regulations 
would allow agricultural, 
forestry and fishing activities 
in the floodplain but would 
make obtaining permits to 
place fill, add water imper-
vious surfaces or remove 
vegetation more difficult. 

Earlier this year, spurred 
by further litigation filed by 
the Centers for Biological 
Diversity, FEMA officials 
determined that waiting 
until the flood insurance 
plan updates were complete 
for partner governments to 
update their ordinances would 
cause further harm to endan-
gered species and decided to 
require those governments to 

implement interim measures. 
Partnering governments 
received a letter in mid-July 
informing them of the change 
and laying out three options 
to comply, as well as a De-
cember 1 deadline to inform 
FEMA of which option they 
would pursue.

Those options were adopt-
ing a model ordinance from 
FEMA that includes a no-net-
loss standard for new devel-
opment, requiring developers 
to obtain habitat assessment 
and mitigation plans for their 
projects showing that they 
meet the no-net loss standard 
or prohibiting development in 
areas of special flood hazard 
entirely.

Tillamook County leader-
ship has taken a hard line in 
response to the demand and 
at a mid-November meeting 
unveiled a plan to propose 
their own option to FEMA, 
requiring that projects in 
areas of special flood hazard 
submit assessments showing 
they will cause no take of 
endangered species. Lawyers 

for the county argued that 
this language mirrors that in 
applicable federal statute and 
that it will allow for more 
development activity than the 
no-net-loss standard put for-
ward in FEMA’s proposals.

County attorneys said that 
they did not expect a positive 
response from FEMA but that 
they believed the option was 
legally defensible while the 
county pursued legal chal-
lenges to the update require-
ments as part of Oregonians 
for Floodplain Protection, 
a coalition fighting the 
changes.

In city council meetings 
throughout November, most 
city leaders seemed more 
tepid at the prospect of tak-
ing on the federal agency, 
with only Tillamook’s 
council opting to follow the 
county’s course of action.

Councilors in Bay City 
approved temporary morato-
rium on floodplain develop-
ment starting December 1, 
with plans to adopt the mod-
el ordinance going forward. 

Rockaway Beach’s council 
asked staff to prepare a ver-
sion of the model ordinance, 
tailored specifically to the 
city, while leaving the exist-
ing regulations in effect for 
the time being. Nehalem’s 
council voted to move for-
ward towards implementing 
the permit-by-permit ap-
proach and Wheeler’s coun-
cil declined to act, reasoning 
that doing so might run afoul 
of Oregon’s land use laws, 
which means the city will de-
fault to the permit-by-permit 
approach.

Garibaldi’s council 
directed staff to evaluate the 
responses of neighboring 
cities and make a decision 
that was in line with those. 
Manzanita does not have any 
areas of special flood hazard 
in its city limits.

Tillamook’s board of 
county commissioners is 
expected to make a formal 
decision this week and all 
local jurisdictions have until 
June of next year to imple-
ment their selected option.
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Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays and says that 
driving after treatments is 
grueling.

Knowing of these 
challenges and especially 
concerned about the diffi-
culty of travel when winter 
weather returned, Swan-
son immediately swung 
into action following the 
closure announcement 
looking for a way to get 
the center reopened. “I was 
on the phone every single 
day talking with people 
about dialysis, trying to 
find a good option for Til-
lamook,” Swanson said.

Tillamook’s low num-
ber of dialysis patients, just 
11 patients at the time of 
closure, created a hurdle, 
as any for-profit company, 
like USRC, would not be 
able to make money oper-
ating a center.

But after receiving a tip 
from a consultant, Swan-
son reached out to DCI, 
and a path towards reopen-
ing began to take shape.

Dialysis Clinics Incor-
porated was founded in 
1971 by Johnson’s fa-
ther, Dr. Keith Johnson, a 
nephrologist at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center, 
who was concerned about 
the hurdles preventing 
non-veterans from access-
ing dialysis care. Johnson 
would treat patients during 
the day and then stay late 
in the evening to dialyze 
several patients who were 
waiting for transplants and 
had nowhere else to go for 
care.

After hearing about an 
outpatient dialysis program 
in Seattle, the elder John-
son solicited a $100,000 
charitable contribution 
from his father and opened 
the company’s first clinic 
in Nashville.

Although Medicare 
started reimbursing dialy-
sis providers for treatments 
in 1972, helping to al-
leviate the issues that had 
initially drawn Johnson 
to open a clinic, he saw 

that there was still a need 
for dialysis care in certain 
communities that wasn’t 
being met.

The younger Johnson 
said that the company 
always partners with local 
organizations in the com-
munities that they serve 
and only open clinics in 
communities that reach out 
seeking help. Nowadays, 
the company operates 242 
clinics in 29 states and 
serves more than 14,000 
patients.

When Swanson reached 
out, Johnson said that the 
company had already heard 
about the potential need 
in Tillamook and would be 
happy to get the ball rolling 
on the process.

Tillamook Kidney 
Center, as the reopened 
facility will be known, will 
be DCI’s first center in 
Oregon, and the company 
has been working to obtain 
regulatory approvals since 
the summer, with Johnson 
saying that state officials 
have been very helpful in 
that process.

The new center will 
operate three days a week 
and offer a home dialysis 
program, allowing patients 
to train to dialyze them-
selves in their homes and 
do monthly check-in visits 
at the clinic, rather than 
having to travel out of the 
county for those appoint-
ments.

In addition to helping 
coordinate the management, 
Adventist will be allowing 
DCI to use the basement 
dialysis clinic space “basi-
cally rent free,” according 
to Swanson, and shar-
ing a staff dietician and 
social worker to help staff 
the center. While USRC 
donated the machines that 
they had been using to 
provide care, DCI opted to 
purchase new machines.

Dr. Claire Kassakian of 
Northwest Renal Clinic, 
who previously worked 
with USRC, will be the 
center’s medical direc-
tor and the dialysis nurse 
formerly employed by 
USRC will also be return-
ing. Johnson said that he 
expects the center may end 
up serving a larger number 
of patients than before the 

closure but said that finan-
cial plans had been made 
based on eleven patients.

With that number, 
Johnson said that the clinic 
is expected to run at a 
$200,000 annual deficit, 
but that donations and rev-
enues from profitable cen-
ters run elsewhere by the 
company will help to offset 
that. Two foundations as-
sociated with DCI, the Life 
Extension Foundation and 
Johnson Family Founda-
tion have already pledged a 
combined $100,000 annu-
ally for the first three years 
of the center’s operations, 
and Adventist health will 
be helping lead further 
fundraising efforts going 
forward. Medicare will 
also contribute $50,000 
annually to the center’s 
operations after it has been 
open for two years.

Johnson said that the 
team at DCI were work-
ing to get the center open 
as soon as possible and 
that he hoped they would 
be able to begin providing 
service in December, but 
that it might be a bit later.

Johnson repeatedly 
stressed that while DCI 
was the company running 
the clinic, they viewed the 
project as a community 
initiative. “We see this 
as a community clinic,” 
Johnson said, “we happen 
to be the company that’s 
providing the dialysis, but 
we see this as a community 
service.”

Swanson echoed that 
sentiment and said that the 
small, closely-knit nature 
of the community, had 
made the problem personal 
and urgent, keeping him 
and the team at Adventist 
motivated to find a solu-
tion. “At the end of the day 
what we’re really trying 
to do is take care of our 
friends and family in our 
community,” Swanson 
said. “That’s the advantage 
of rural healthcare, you’re 
taking care of your friends 
and family.”

Kassakian said that 
she and the physicians at 
Northwest Renal Clinic 
were honored to be able 
to return to Tillamook 
and begin offering their 
patients convenient care 

again. “As a nephrologist, 
the prior closure of the 
dialysis unit was one of 
the saddest events of my 
career;” Kassakian said, “I 
am so grateful to all those 
who have joined hands to 
bring dialysis care back to 

Tillamook.”
Gallino said that she 

was excited and relieved 
that the center was reopen-
ing and that it would make 
a big difference for her 
wellbeing.

“It was just awesome,” 

Gallino said of learning 
the news of the center’s re-
opening. “It was a miracle 
that that happened, that 
everything got into place 
the way it did and thank 
God for that. I was very 
excited.”

Kidney 
Center

From Page A1

PHOTO BY JOHN HAY
(Left to Right) Thompson, Lust and Swanson next to one of the recently arrived machines that will 
treat patients when the Tillamook Kidney Center opens in the coming weeks. 
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Eugene Schmuck Foundation

Eugene Schmuck 
Foundation 
Supporters
Advanced Excavation
AIM 
A Mighty Thai
Barview Jetty Store
Bayway Tavern
Beacon Building Products
Bennett Construction
Buoy Beer Company
Buttercup
Cascade Wholesale
Clatsop Distributing
Cloud and Leaf Bookstore
Coastal Junkers
Coastworks
Deeply Kneaded Coastal 

Massage
Dion Vineyard
Dixie’s Vino
DoJu Moon Tea Shop
Durkin’s Nursery
El Trio Loco
Escape Lodging
Federated Insurance - Carole 

Thomas
Finnesterre
Flamingo Jim’s Gifts
Fort George Brewery
Four Paws on the Beach
Fred Meyer
Fuller Brothers, Inc
Garibaldi Charters
Garibaldi Marina

Gearhart Golf Links
Handy Creek Bakery
Highlands Golf Club
Hoffman Center
Home + Sea Realty
Howells Floor Covering
International Wood Products
Joe Zak Construction
John Longfellow Construction
Kayak Tillamook
Kerri Lin Charters
Living Room Realty
Lunacy Coffee
Mamma Mia’s
Manzanita Beach Getaway
Manzanita Coffee Company
Manzanita Fresh Foods
Manzanita Grocery & Deli
Manzanita Landscapes
Manzanita Links
Manzanita Lumber Company
Manzanita Lumber Co Friday 

Groups
Manzanita Mudd Dogs
Manzanita News and 

Espresso
Manzanita Sweets
Mark McCorkle Construction
McCann Woodworking & 

Construction
Meals for Seniors
Mersereau Homes
Milgard Manufacturing
Mohler Co-Op
Moxie Fair Trade
Neah-Kah-Nie Smokehouse

Nehalem Bay Health Center
Nehalem Bay Ready Mix
Nehalem Food Mart
Nehalem Landing Storage 

Center
Nehalem Lumber Company
Nehalem Shores RV Park & 

Moorage
Nikki Luxuria Salon

North Coast Recreation 
District

North Coast Watchman 
Services

Northwest Medical 
Foundation

Ocean Inn
Offshore Grill
Oregon Mint Snuff Company
OrePac Building Products
Paint Sundries Solutions
Pelican and Piper
Pine Grove Properties
Plummer Family 

Homebuilders Inc.
Reding Baits
Rice & Shine
RTI
Sand and Pine Wellness
Salty Raven
Scalabrin Company
Schwab Charitable Fund
Schwietert’s Cones and Candy
Scovel Ink
Sisters and Pete’s Pies
Sleepy Monk Coffee
Stephens Homes
Sunset to Sunset
The Roost
Tie Breaker
Tillamook County Creamery 

Association
Tillamook Estuary 

Partnership
T-Spot
Unfurl
Vanguard Charitable Giving
Wanda’s Cafe + Bakery
Werner’s Gourmet Meat 

Snacks
Wheeler Marina
Whitecap Construction
Wisteria Chic
Yolk
4th Street Gallery

Steffen Aalykke
Steve Auer
Peggy Began
Mark Beach
Troy & Colleen Bowers
Marc & Julia Butorac
Barry Calvarese
Elizabeth Campbell-Plummer
Bob Cerelli
Matt & Kay Christianson
Roselle J Colwell Trust
Catherine Culver
Karen Czopek
Lee & Victoria Dillard
Jim Downie
John & Nancy Durkin
Jenna Edginton
Barbara & Robert Edstrom
Joanne Marie Engels
Karen Fetty-Al-Khaledy
Tim & Beth Fuller
Diane Gibson
Mark & Jennifer Gilroy
Mary Jane & James M 

Gleeson
David Gray
Bob Joseph
Nancy Keiburtz
Barbara Krueger
David Mathis
Chip MacGregor
Keith Meisenheimer
Devon Mersereau
Erich & Laura Merrill
Donna Miller
Kris & Natalie Nelson
Nern-Desaro Family Trust
Doug Nicholson
Hans & Lanell Nolf
Carol Owens
Larry Paluck
Nancy Resnick
Patty Rinehart
Mary Rogness

Ralph & Patricia Rossknecht
Wendy & Thomas Ryan
Sanderson Family
Rob & Paula Sansum
Doretta Shull
Rob Skinner
Breanna Stephens
Dave & Gayle Stephens
Mike & Sally Vanebo
Valeri Family
Camy VonSeggern
Peter Walczak
 
Eugene Schmuck 
Foundation Volunteers 
Joe Altenhafen
Marilyn Anderson
Whitney Averill
Dan Ayers
Tiffany Bay
Mark Beach
Isabel Beaton
Chris Bennett
Harv Bennett
Renee Bennett
Travis Bennett
Colleen Bowers
Bob Calkins
Janet Carter
Alex Cazanas
Kim Chase
Michelle Chesnut
Julie Chick
Gary & Cara Chin
Nina Crist
Sue Crist
John Cunningham
Bruce Czopek
Bill & Nancy Dillard
Don Dillard
Brady Douma
Mike Durkin
Seth Durkin
Barbara Edmundson

Mark Erickson
Kason Fletcher
Jeff Folen
Sam Gray
Steve Grimes
Vicki Haker
Carrie Hendricks
Marty Hickey
Scot Howell
John Hull
English Huston
Stacey Jacobsen
Gordy Johnson
Barbara Krueger
Jeanne LeJeune
Barry Mammano Jr.
Vinny Martinez-Ybor
Eric May
Lark Miller
Mark & Donna Miller
Caroline Mitchell
Natalie Nelson
Barbara Nichols
Jeff Olson
Jeff Pfeifer
Greg Radich
Patty Reksten
Barbara Riley
Patty Rinehart
Ralph Rossknecht
Wendy Ryan
Dan & Bonnie Savickas
John Sherrett
Nick Smith

Tim Stein
Gayle & Dave Stephens
Judi Strayer
Michael Stryffeler
Paul Tetley
Doug Tharp
Marlene Tharp
Loren Thompson
Bob Turner
Diane Unruh
Ryan Vandecoevering
Mike & Sally Vanebo
Chuck Winkleman
Dan Winslow  
Kristen Wohl
Teresa Woodward
Vanna Yost
Steve Young
Laurie Zacker
Craig Zuck
 
Eugene Schmuck 
Foundation Board 
Members
Troy Bowers
John Dunkin
Beth Gienger 
Dan Nichols
Tosha Reinmiller
Breanna Stephens
Karen Stephens
Connie Vanderwaal
Camy VonSeggern

We wish to thank everyone who contributed to the success of the Annual Manzanita Open Golf Tournament.  
Through your generous support we are able to reinvest in our community and the youth of tomorrow. 

We hope you will join us in 2025

P.O. Box 58, Manzanita, OR 97130
eugeneschmuckfoundation.org

We strive to recognize each and every one who supports ESF. 
Please let us know of any omissions.

Tillamook County criminal convictions
Staff Report

On October 31, Jacob 
A Noel, 51, pled guilty to 
one count of animal ne-
glect in the second degree, 
a class B misdemeanor, 
committed on or about 
July 15, 2023. Noel was 
sentenced to 18 months’ 
probation.
On October 31, Bobby 

Allen Roberts, 49, pled 
no contest to one count of 
criminal mischief in the 
second degree, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about August 10, 
2023. Roberts was sen-
tenced to 60 days in jail.
On November 1, Audra 

Rose Terrill, 33, pled no 
contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about September 1. 
Terrill was sentenced to 
two days in jail and two 
years’ probation, and her 
driver’s license was sus-
pended for one year.
On November 1, Patrick 

Douglas Dietz, 30, pled 
no contest to one count of 
attempting to commit the 
class C felony of supply-
ing contraband, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about August 13, 
2023. Dietz was sentenced 
to 90 days in jail.
On November 1, Kyle 

William Curtis, 35, pled 
no contest to one count of 
assault in the second de-
gree constituting domestic 
violence, a class B felony, 
committed on or about 
October 6. Curtis was 
sentenced to 70 months in 
prison and three years of 
post-prison supervision. 
On November 4, Ste-

ven Bernard Curran, 60, 
pled guilty to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about September 
12.  Curran was assessed 
$2,255 in fines and fees, 
sentenced to two years’ 
probation and his driver’s 
license was suspended for 
one year.
On November 5, Wil-

liam J Houck, 34, pled 
no contest to one count 
of unauthorized use of a 
vehicle, a class C felony, 
committed on or about 
October 16. Houck was 
sentenced to 26 months in 
prison and two years’ post-
prison supervision, and 
his driver’s license was 
revoked for one year.
On November 8, Aaron 

Eli Stacy, 35, pled no 
contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about February 27. 
Stacy was sentenced to 
two days in jail and two 
years’ probation, and his 
driver’s license was sus-
pended for one year.
On November 8, Rich-

ard Genesis Merlos, 38, 
pled no contest to one 
count of burglary in the 
second degree, a class C 
felony, one count of crimi-
nal trespass in the second 
degree, a class C misde-
meanor, both committed 
on or about July 20, one 
count of criminal mischief 
in the second degree, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about May 
9, two counts of criminal 
trespass in the first degree, 
a class A misdemeanor, 
committed on or about 
July 21 and 24, and one 
count of escape in the third 
degree, a class A misde-
meanor, committed on or 
about July 24. Merlos was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
and five years’ probation. 
On November 12, Brit-

tan y Marie Lanza, 34, 
pled guilty to one count 
of harassment, a class B 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about June 21. Lanza 
was sentenced to one year 
on probation. 
On November 14, Kevin 

Matthew Bachtel, 40, pled 
guilty to one count of 
theft in the second degree, 
a class A misdemeanor, 
committed on or between 
February 5 and 20, and one 
count of failure to appear 
on a criminal citation, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about March 

25. Bachtel was sentenced 
to 20 days in jail.
On November 14, Cody 

Alan Vulgaris, 32, pled 
no contest to one count of 
criminal mischief in the 
second degree, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about March 9, 2021. 
Vulgaris was sentenced to 
25 days in jail.
On November 15, Brock 

Gabriel Graff, 24, pled no 
contest to one count of as-
sault in the fourth degree, 
a class A misdemeanor, 
committed on or about 
September 10. Graff was 
sentenced to three years’ 
probation.
On November 18, Nel-

son Daniel Ramos-Rivas, 
23, pled no contest to one 
count of disorderly con-
duct in the second degree, 
a class B misdemeanor, 
committed on or about 
October 9. Ramos-Rivas 
was sentenced to one year 
on probation.
On November 18, 

Maximo Menera-Aleman, 
30, pled no contest to one 
count of harassment, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about August 
11. Menera-Aleman was 
sentenced to 18 months’ 
probation and ordered to 
pay a $100 fine.
On November 21, Dan-

iel Robert Essary, 38, pled 
no contest to one count of 
violating a court’s stalking 
protective order, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about August 14. Es-
sary was sentenced to six 
months in jail.
On November 25, James 

Codie Wasdin, pled no 
contest to one count of 
resisting arrest, a class A 
misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about August 7, 
2023. Wasdin was sen-
tenced to time served in 
jail. 
On November 25, James 

Darrell Dotson, 31, pled 
no contest to one count 
of recklessly endangering 
another person, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about June 29. Dot-
son was sentenced to one 
year on probation. 

OBITUARY
John  Gregory Foster

July 1, 1966 - Nov. 28, 2024
John Gregory Foster was 

born in Evansville, IN on 
July 1, 1966 to John Gilbert 
and Lois Kay (Schro-
eder) Foster. He grew up in 
Princeton, IN with his older 
sister, Kim.
Greg studied chemi-

cal engineering at Purdue 
University, where he met 
his future wife, Kristi Sivak, 
during his sophomore year. 
Eight days after graduating, 
they were married on May 
21, 1988 at St. Adalbert’s 
Church in South Bend, IN. 
They moved to Beaumont, 
TX to begin working for 
different divisions of Mobil 
Chemical across town from 
each other.
Greg became an expert 

in polyethylene manufac-
turing and research. He 
co-invented a “zippering” 
catalyst that allowed the 
tabs on plastic coffee cup 
lids to pull cleanly along 
the perforations, rather 
than rip across the entire 
lid. His work resulted in 
three patents, which were 
granted to Mobil in 1993. 
He was transferred between 
Beaumont and New Jersey 
several times before he 
accepted a position with 
Lyondale (later Equistar) in 
Houston.
He semi-retired for the 

first time in 2000, after 13 
years in the petrochemical 
industry. Greg and Kristi 
moved to Dania Beach, 
FL to study at the National 
Coral Reef Institute of Nova 
Southeastern University. 
He received a joint MS in 
Marine Biology and Coastal 
Zone Management and a 
PhD in Oceanography. His 

field of study was acoustic 
mapping of coral reefs, sea-
grass and oyster beds, and 
drift macro-algae through-
out Florida, in Palau, and in 
the Philippines. His research 
resulted in a dozen peer-
reviewed scientific publica-
tions.
His second semi-retire-

ment began in 2014, when 
his wife accepted a position 
at a coral reef research facil-
ity in Little Cayman. He 
was not eligible for a work 
permit, so Greg volun-
teered as a “rogue scien-
tist”. He was a mentor for 
undergraduate students and 
collaborated with numerous 
international researchers.
Greg and Kristi moved to 

Nehalem, OR in 2016. Greg 
volunteered for Tillamook 
Estuaries Partnership’s 
water quality monitoring 
program and children’s 
outdoor education events. 
He was also on the Board of 
Directors for the Nehalem 
Bay Watershed Council.
Greg was a brilliant, 

adventurous, and fun-loving 
eccentric who loved to 

cause mischief, playfully 
offend people’s sensibili-
ties, and make them think 
outside of the box. He 
enjoyed golf, roller-blading, 
bowling, visiting zoos and 
museums, live music, and 
owning chowchows that he 
treated as if they were his 
children. He was a scuba 
instructor, with over 1100 
logged dives. He explored 
over 50 countries with his 
wife. Some of his photos 
were published in Dr. Sylvia 
Earle’s book, Defying 
Ocean’s End.
Greg passed away on No-

vember 28, 2024 at Provi-
dence St. Vincent Medical 
Center in Portland, OR 
after a long and hard-fought 
battle in their cardiac ICU. 
He is survived by his wife; 
mother; sister Kim (Grant) 
LaMar; niece Emily (Jason) 
Satterfield; nephew Cory 
(Hannah) Fougnies; several 
grandnieces and grandneph-
ews; numerous cousins and 
other relatives; many, many 
friends from around the 
world; and his chowchow 
Tesla. He was preceded in 
death by his father. We will 
remember Greg with smiles 
and laughter forever.
Per his wishes, no funeral 

service will occur. Loved 
ones are invited to share 
their memories on greg-
foster.forevermissed.com. A 
Celebration of Life will be 
held in the Spring of 2025.
In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donating to the 
Greg Foster Memorial Fund 
through Tillamook Estuaries 
Partnership (TEP). To do-
nate, go to https://givebutter.
com/XgchV6.

Subscribers to the North Coast Citizen have full access to 
all our online content, past E-Editions and Special Sections.

Just go to www.northcoastcitizen.com/subscribe!

Subscribe & claim your 

FREE online accessCitizen
North Coast


	NCC-1212-A01
	NCC-1212-A02
	NCC-1212-A03
	NCC-1212-A04
	NCC-1212-A05
	NCC-1212-A06

