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Vacasa responds to coronavirus 
concerns, makes cuts to staffing

The welcome sign at the entrance to Manzanita showing the town is closed to 
visitors. Courtesy photo Kristine Hayes

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

Residents of the Oregon coast know 
there are always visitors in the com-

munity, more so during summertime and 
holidays. Despite warnings in place because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, the visitors 
came in droves for spring break.

Many visitors stay in transient lodging – 
hotels, motels, RV parks and campgrounds. 
And normally the population swell is wel-
comed by local businesses, many of which 
depend on tourism to stay afloat in rural 
coastal towns. Due to growing worries about 
the pandemic, however, locals have been 
wary of outside visitors and even those who 
own second homes in the area.

Seeing so many people from outside the 
community during ‘stay home’ mandates 
to prevent viral spread left some asking if 
short-term rental companies had moved 
quickly enough to take down advertis-
ing and cancel sold rooms. Others have 
questioned whether the cleaning staff for 
such businesses are properly prepared and 
equipped against COVID-19.

Facing the potential spread of coronavi-
rus, county officials took significant action 
to stop the flow of tourists during spring 
break. Much of Tillamook County was 
already closed for business by then after the 
state banned large gatherings and limited 
service from restaurants and bars to delivery 

and carryout.
Tillamook County is under a state of 

emergency until at least April 28. County, 
state and federal parks are closed as well as 
county parking lots, county beach access 
and certain roadside parking areas, pub-
lic boat launches except for commercial 
fishing.

Hotels, motels, short-term vacation 
rentals, bed and breakfasts, RV parks and 
campgrounds are all closed except to guests 
registered longer than 30 days, essential per-
sonnel and emergency responders. Which 
means there are still visitors in Tillamook 
County despite the best efforts.

Vacasa, a Portland vacation rental man-
agement company, is perhaps the biggest 
name in coastal short-term rentals. Vacasa 
public relations manager Anni Murphy said 
in an email that during this period of uncer-
tainty the company is strongly encouraging 
everyone to follow health and safety guide-
lines from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).

Murphy said Vacasa is complying with 
orders and travel restrictions issued by fed-
eral, state and local governments.

“Specifically, we are adhering to the re-
cent order issued by Tillamook County, and 
we are cancelling reservations in the region 
as required,” Murphy said.

Murphy said to the company’s knowl-
edge, no Vacasa employees have tested 
positive for COVID-19 as of this past week. 

She said Vacasa is offering comprehensive 
health benefits including flexible time off 
and the ability to work remotely.

“We employ local team members in 
every destination where we operate, which 
allows us the ability to ensure our homes are 
cleaned thoroughly in line with standards 
set by the World Health Organization and 
Health and Safety Executive,” Murphy said. 
“We provide our valuable employees with 
the proper cleaning supplies per the CDC 
and Environmental Protection Agency for 

COVID-19, and we’re ensuring they’re able 
to work autonomously to adhere to social 
distancing recommendations.”

Responding to the question of protective 
masks for cleaning staff, Murphy cited the 
short supply of masks and respirators and 
guidance that they should be reserved for 
people who are exhibiting symptoms or 
healthcare professionals working directly 

Artists invited to reflect the times
The Hoffman Center for 

the Arts in Manzanita 
is inviting area artists to cre-
ate works reflecting the im-
pact Covid-19 is having on 
themselves, their community, 
family, friends, neighbors or 
environment. 

“We’re all affected by 
social distancing and restric-
tions on movement,” said 
project lead David Dillon. 
“People may feel isolated, 
concerned or fearful, but 
we’re all humans and hu-
mans need to interact. None 
of this should dampen our 
creative spirit and ability to 
connect through art.” 

The project “Creating in 
Place: Connecting in a Time 
of Uncertainty,” will feature 
works in a new, online-only 
salon on the Hoffman 

Center’s 
webpage. The 
artwork will 
not be for 
sale; the pur-
pose is purely 
creative 
expression. 

All art 
forms are 

encouraged 
Visual 

artists are invited to sketch, 
draw, paint in any medium 
or multi-media, or collage 
whatever they’re feeling, and 
submit a digital photograph 
of the finished work.

• Photographs of three-di-
mensional artwork, such as 
wood, ceramics or sculpture, 
are welcomed.

• Poets and fiction or 

non-fiction 
writers are 
encouraged to 
pen some-
thing new 
and submit 
a PDF of the 
document.

• Photogra-
phers are in-
vited to shoot 
whatever 
inspires them 
in the current 

situation.
• Dancing, music, or other 

kinetic art may be filmed and 
a link sent to the website.

Instructions for submit-
ting works to the Creating in 
Place salon are on the hoff-
manarts.org website under 
“Submissions.”

Dillon said the idea recalls 

the “Tower Art” show orga-
nized by local artist Susan 
Walsh after the Sep. 11, 2001 
terrorist attack. Twenty-six 
artists responded with their 
interpretations of the tragedy. 
“The show was both stun-
ning and emotional,” said 
Dillon.

“The current coronavirus 
crisis is also affecting our 
community in a big way,” 
added Dillon. “We’re all in 
this together, but we need to 
keep creating and connecting 
with each other. We might be 
limited to six feet in physical 
space, but those limits don’t 
apply to creativity and the 
Internet.” 

Submissions can be made 
any time. The online salon 
will be updated often. 

Capture the impact

No new coronavirus 
cases reported in 
Tillamook County

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

There were no new COVID-19 coronavirus cases 
reported in Tillamook County this week. County 

officials held a teleconference Monday, April 6, that began 
with updates from the Public Health Department and Ad-
ventist Tillamook.

Marlene Putman, administrator at Tillamook County 
Community Health Centers, said around 100 people have 
been tested by her agency for coronavirus. Three cases 
were reported in Tillamook County this past week. In 
Oregon, 1,132 have tested positive and 29 have died from 
COVID-19, while more than 400 have been hospitalized 
and 82 people have been put on ventilators.

Eric Swanson, Adventist Tillamook president, said the 
hospital launched an online symptom checker for those 
who suspect they have COVID-19. He reminded the public 
there is an urgent care/emergency room checkpoint in the 
former ambulance garage at the hospital to reduce poten-
tial viral exposure for patients. Virtual appointments are 
being rolled out as well. Swanson thanked those who have 
donated masks to hospital staff.

With a state of emergency in place and orders to stay 
home when possible, Tillamook County Commissioner 
David Yamamoto said he is noticing local residents are 
starting to get restless. People are still getting outside and 
down to the beaches for recreation, but parks and day-use 
areas are closed. Some have suggested letting locals roam 
free but keep outsiders away, however, Yamamoto said that 
would not be tenable. 

“Please just work with us. Things will get better,” Yama-
moto said. “Hopefully soon, but we just don’t know.”

The Tillamook County Public Health Department re-
ported March 29 there was a third positive case of coro-
navirus in the county. The person who was diagnosed is a 
south-county resident over the age of 65-years-old who was 
reportedly hospitalized in the Portland area.

On March 28, Public Health announced the second coro-
navirus case in the county, a north-county resident who was 
recovering at home under quarantine. The second person 
with COVID-19 in Tillamook County was not reported to 
be a contact of the county’s first positive case.

The county’s first case of coronavirus was reported 
March 26. That person is a health care provider between 35 
and 54 years old who works at Tillamook County Commu-
nity Health Centers and recovering at home.

The Centers for Disease Control is recommending 
simple cloth face coverings to slow the spread of the 
virus where other social distancing measures are difficult 
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Governor expands block on evictions
Gov. Kate Brown today Wednesday, 

April 1, issued an executive order placing 
a 90-day moratorium on commercial 
evictions for nonpayment, in light of the 
impacts on business owners caused by 
the COVID-19 crisis.

The order also strengthens Brown’s 
previous ban on residential evictions, and 
prohibits landlords from charging tenants 
late fees for nonpayment of rent during 
the moratorium.

“During this unprecedented public 
health crisis, too many Oregonians have 
found themselves with no way to pay the 
monthly rent for their homes and busi-
nesses,” Brown said. “These are difficult 
times. This order will help Oregon small 
businesses stay in their locations without 
the threat of eviction.”

The previous executive order put a 
temporary moratorium on residential 
evictions for nonpayment in light of the 
public health emergency caused by the 

spread of coronavirus in Oregon. The 
order is effective for 90 days as of March 
22.

“Through no fault of their own, many 
Oregonians have lost jobs, closed busi-
nesses, and found themselves without a 
source of income to pay rent and other 
housing costs during this coronavirus 
outbreak,” Brown said. “The last thing 
we need to do during this crisis is turn 
out more Oregonians struggling to make 
ends meet from their homes and onto the 
streets. This is both a moral and a public 
health imperative. Keeping people in 
their homes is the right thing for Oregon 
families, and for preventing the further 
spread of COVID-19.”

Under the Governor’s emergency 
powers, the order places a temporary 
hold throughout Oregon on law en-
forcement actions relating to residential 
evictions for not paying rent.

Recognizing that landlords and 

property owners face their own costs 
if tenants are not able to pay rent, the 
governor and her Coronavirus Economic 
Advisory Council are engaging lend-
ers to find potential solutions and are 
exploring various state and federal policy 
options that might be available to provide 
assistance to borrowers or other options 
for relief. Oregon Housing and Com-
munity Services and the Department of 
Consumer and Business Services are also 
pursuing relief options.

The order is part of the governor’s 
coronavirus housing and homelessness 
strategy, which includes expanding 
shelter capacity with social distancing 
measures in place, identifying emergency 
COVID-19 shelter options for people 
experiencing homelessness who must be 
isolated or quarantined, exploring options 
for rent assistance, seeking expansion of 
federal eviction moratoriums, and home-
owner foreclosure avoidance.
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In response to the “Stay 
Home, Save Lives” Executive 
Order to reduce the effects of 

the COVID-19 virus, a coali-
tion of Oregon state agencies 
are asking Oregonians to 
voluntarily refrain from con-
ducting outdoor burning. 

The Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ), Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF), Oregon 
State Fire Marshal’s Office 
(OSFM), Oregon Department 
of Agriculture (ODA), and 
Oregon Health Authority 

(OHA) recognize that many 
Oregonians use fire as a 
necessary tool to manage their 
lands, including industrial 
forest landowners, farmers, 
small woodland owners, and 
rural residents. However, it’s 
important to weigh possible 
effects on the wider commu-
nity before choosing to burn. 
Please be a good neighbor. 
Smoke from fires during the 
current pandemic may result 

in the following negative 
consequences for the public 
and first responders:

Smoke inhalation can cause 
upper respiratory symptoms, 
which could be incorrectly 
attributed to COVID-19, 
leading to unnecessary testing 
or self-isolation.

Exposure to smoke and 
other forms of air pollution 

Agencies ask for refrain from outdoor burning

n See BURNING, Page 2
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Made for more love

To learn more about staying healthy,  
active and connected, visit 
AdventistHealthTillamook.org

We were all made for more. More love. 
More hope. More connection. And now 
more than ever, it’s important for us to 
stay connected. In times of uncertainty 
we pull together as a community, and 
together we can overcome anything.

Pearl & Oyster
Music Festival

Bay City’s
Summer’s End Celebration

H48896

For more information contact Jody Daily, Pearl Festival Coordinator
at (503) 931-9721 or email jodydesign@hotmail.com.

Friday, Aug. 21 & Saturday, Aug. 22, 2020
 Al Griffin Memorial Park

10 AM to 9 PM
Presented by Friends of Bay City in Bay City, Oregon 

“Home of the Pearl and Oyster Music Festival” 

LIVE BANDS • WINE & BEER GARDEN
Grilled Oysters & More

FOOD VENDORS  •  CRAFT VENDORS
 FAMILY ACTIVITIES • RESOURCE FAIR AND MORE!

March 27, 2020
Dear Festival Participants,

We recognize the seriousness of this Coronavirus pandemic. We know that you have 
been impacted by the disruption of your lives and also financially with the shutdown or 
reduction of your businesses. We pray that this letter finds you and your loved ones in 
good health.

We want you to know that we are proceeding with the Pearl and Oyster Music Festival, 
with the hope and expectation that businesses will be open and events will be 
proceeding as planned.

We will be continuing to work from home on The Pearl and Oyster Music Festival to 
be held on August 21-22. Unless we do this, we would not be ready to open when 
the restrictions are lifted. At this time we have signed all of the bands, food vendors, 
and the majority of the craft vendors and community resource organizations. All fees 
received to this date have been deposited and are being held by our fiscal agent, the 
Bay City Art Center and will be returned, should the festival be canceled. If the event is 
postponed until later in the fall, you will have the option of a refund or attending the 
rescheduled event.

I personally would like to thank you for your support of the 2018 and 2019 festivals and 
your continued support for 2020.

Our mission was to create a destination music festival in Tillamook County as a vehicle 
to bring tourists and local guests to Bay City and beyond. As the chairman of the Pearl 
and Oyster Music Festival, I am dedicated to do all that I can to help our local businesses 
and all the Pearl Festival participants, so they can revive financially, renew their spirit, 
and move beyond the Coronavirus pandemic.

Thank you and be safe.
Jody Daily, Chairperson
Bay City Pearl and Oyster Music Festival
P.O. Box 3514, Bay City, OR 97107

can increase the risk of con-
tracting infectious respiratory 
disease such as COVID-19, 
increase the severity of exist-
ing respiratory infections, and 
worsen underlying chronic 

respiratory conditions.
There is a severe short-

age of personal protective 
equipment to reduce smoke 
exposure at this time.

First responders and other 
emergency services are op-
erating at a reduced capacity 
and have limited resources 
to respond to out-of-control 
burns.

COVID-19 affects the 

respiratory system. Fever, 
cough and difficulty breath-
ing are the most common 
symptoms. While some 
people with COVID-19 are 
hospitalized, most patients re-
cover at home, where smoke 
from a nearby outdoor burn 
could worsen their condition. 
To avoid additional health 
impacts, all people in Oregon 
are asked to voluntarily re-

frain from conducting outdoor 
burning activities until further 
notice.

Burning that can be 
delayed includes:

• Debris burning around 
one’s property

• Burn barrels
• Industrial burning
• Slash and forest burning
• Agricultural burning that 

would impact neighbors and 
can be delayed

Local officials may already 
have prohibited outdoor burn-
ing in your area. If you must 
conduct outdoor burning, 
please first check with your 
local fire agency to see if out-
door burning is still allowed. 
If it is, please follow best burn 
practices, which can be found 
on the website of the Office of 

the State Fire Marshall.
DEQ, ODF, OSFM, and 

ODA encourage the public to 
use the following alternatives 
to burning when available:

• Recycle paper products 
when possible

• Compost or chip yard 
debris on site

• Haul to a yard debris 
composting or recycling site

• Reuse old lumber

to maintain. Masks help 
prevent those who may have 
COVID-19 and not know it 
from transmitting it to others. 
Cloth masks fashioned from 
household items or made at 
home from common materials 
at low cost can be used as an 
additional, voluntary public 
health measure.

A significant portion of 
individuals with coronavirus 

lack symptoms (asymptom-
atic) and that even those who 
eventually develop symp-
toms (pre-symptomatic) can 
transmit the virus to others 
before showing symptoms. 
This means that the virus 
can spread between people 
interacting in close proximity 
even if those people are not 
exhibiting symptoms.

The cloth face coverings 
recommended are not surgical 
masks or N-95 respirators. 
Those are critical supplies that 
must continue to be reserved 
for healthcare and medical 
workers.

n Cases
Continued from Page 1

Local business owner seeks funds to build 10 ventilators for Adventist Health
Hilary Dorsey

headlightreporter@countrymedia.
net 

Jeremy Saldate, a small 
business owner of Harmo-
nium, LLC in Tillamook has 
started a GoFundMe account 
to raise funds to build 10 
ventilators for local use. 
To try to combat an antici-
pated upcoming ventilator 
shortage, he hopes to create 
stopgap devices based on 
designs provided by the 
MIT Emergency Ventilator 
(E-Vent) Project to support 
Tillamook County Regional 
Medical Center. 

Harmonium, LLC has 
been in Tillamook since 
2015. Harmonium, LLC 
provides comprehensive 
network penetration testing 
services, aiding clients in 
discovering vulnerabilities, 
repairing those vulnerabil-
ities, conducting threat mod-
eling, updating infrastructure 
to mount a proactive defense, 
and forming an incident 
response plan, including a 
disaster recovery plan. 

 “I focused on the health 
care sector,” Saldate said. 
“My customers right now, 
none of them are primary 
care physicians. They all 
practice different special-
ties.”

Most of Saldate’s clients 
are in the Portland area, 
with some in Tillamook. 
Because of the Centers for 
Disease Control order sent 
out in March, they have all 
shut down. Some are open 
for emergency only. These 
clients are worried about 
whether they will be a busi-
ness after the crisis. 

 “As little as six weeks 
ago, I was looking at book-
ing up my entire calendar for 
2020,” Saldate said. “A lot of 
that was referral work, a lot 
of that was through net-
working, and now all of that 
within the last few weeks has 
dried up.”

A vast majority of the 
projects have been put on 
hold or cancelled. 

 “The Health and Human 
Services has issued a free-
dom from liability,” Saldate 

Photos: Jeremy Saldate

said. “It’s a liability waiver, 
for any kind of interventions, 
which is what makes this 
possible.”

Saldate has first-hand ex-
perience with manufacturing 
devices. He also has 20 years 
of professional programming 
experience. He will be man-
ufacturing the ventilators in 
this project. 

“Because this is within 
my ability, I found this open 
source design that MIT has 
produced and I’ve talked to 
people at the local hospital 
about the project and they’ve 
got a lot of interest in seeing 
this come about,” Saldate 
said. 

Saldate said Adventist 
Health is worried about the 
supply chain supplying the 
number of ventilators they 
need. 

The goal of this project 
is to minimize the loss of 
human life where possi-
ble, by supplying qualified 
clinicians with the tools they 
need during the COVID-19 
crisis, to free up ICU ven-
tilators to support the most 
critical patients, or support 
patients in life or death situ-
ations when there is no other 
option. 

“The timing on this is 
really critical,” Saldate said. 
“In talking with Tillamook 
County Regional Medical 
Center, they expect a full 
force of the pandemic to hit 
Tillamook County within 
the next few weeks.”

Saldate said it is difficult 
to know when that will 
happen and the severity. It 
depends on the communi-
ty’s willingness and ability 
to self-isolate. If resources 
become overwhelmed, ev-

eryone can be affected. 
Saldate’s goal is to raise 

$25,000.  He said it is diffi-
cult to know the exact cost; 
this is just an estimate of 
what he needs. He does not 
need the full amount to get 
started. The initial alloca-
tion of funds is intended to 
cover the cost of material 
to complete assembly of 
a prototype, and up to 10 
emergency ventilators, to 
supplement existing ICU 
ventilators and combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic as it 
progresses through Tilla-
mook County. 

Providing additional 
ventilators would be supple-
menting the hospital’s ef-
forts, Saldate said. The way 
the development process 
is expected to unfold starts 
with the plans released by 
MIT. The ventilator will 
operate at a similar level as 

a traditional ventilator. 
Saldate said he will take 

the MIT design and im-
prove upon it for safety and 
bring it to the respiratory 
team at Adventist Health 
to consult with them. The 
prototype will have multiple 
revisions. The process will 
continue until Adventist 
Health gives Saldate the 
green light. Then he can 
start making copies of the 
design. 

Saldate is volunteering 
his time to this project. He 
is not in a financial position 
to cover the costs himself 
and need funds from the 
crowdsourcing campaign 
in order to complete the 
project. 

Saldate said he would 
like to have the prototype 
completed within one 
month. The projected peak 
of the pandemic in Oregon 

overall is May 5, he said. 
Tillamook is trending a little 
behind that. 

“If we can meet that 
timeline, supplementing 
the existing resources that 
the hospital already has in 
place, we should be able 
to save additional lives,” 
Saldate said. 

Saldate has a consulting 
engineer, some additional 
people helping circulate 
the campaign, is consulting 
with the respiratory team at 
Adventist Health, and is the 
primary hands-on person in 
Tillamook County, he said. 

Saldate said there has 
been interest in the project 
as far away as Los Angeles. 

The project cannot move 
forward without donations. 
If you would like to donate, 
you can do so at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/
event-manufacturing
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503-436-2949

ATTENTION 
VETERANS!
Supportive Services Available:
 1. Housing
 2. Homeless Services
 3. Case Management
 4. Low Income Assistance
 5. Other Resources

CARE has available openings providing supportive 
services to Veterans and their families in Tillamook 
County. The program provides housing assistance, 

case management and assistance in obtaining VA and 
other benefits. Eligibility is determined through a 

screening with a Case Manager at CARE. 

All Veterans are invited to contact CARE at 503-842-5261 
to receive an assessment and learn what benefits 

they may qualify to receive.
2310 1st St. Ste. 2, Tillamook, OR 97141 H48430

Youth, Adults, Families
Your health deserves the highest quality 
uncompromised care. 
Learn about services 
and schedule a 
free initial meeting here – 
www.clarkmillertherapy.com

H48891

NOW OFFERING 
TELEHEALTH SESSIONS

         
Connect by Video 

From Your Home
Call 971-324-0061

to ask about telehealth

the State Fire Marshall.
DEQ, ODF, OSFM, and 

ODA encourage the public to 
use the following alternatives 
to burning when available:

• Recycle paper products 
when possible

• Compost or chip yard 
debris on site

• Haul to a yard debris 
composting or recycling site

• Reuse old lumber

Local business owner seeks funds to build 10 ventilators for Adventist Health County discusses community reaction to tourists
Hilary Dorsey

headlightreporter@countrymedia.net 

The Tillamook County Board 
of Commissioners held a County 
Leadership Team Teleconference 
with elected officials and depart-
ment heads Friday, March 27. These 
meetings are being held to discuss 
updates related to COVID-19. One 
of the topics discussed was the com-
munity’s reaction to tourists. 

Lieutenant Gordon McCraw said 
residents are verbally assaulting 

people with out of state license 
plates and one car was egged. Many 
people are coming into the county to 
take care of elderly parents.

“I had word that a military spouse 
with a different plate was verbally 
assaulted at a convenience store,” 
McCraw said. “In the military, when 
you transfer to another state, you are 
not required to change your plates.”

Commissioner Bill Baertlein said 
there are a lot of health workers in 
the county with out of state license 
plates. 

“Don’t harass these people,” 
Baertlein said. “They may be the 
ones that are going to save your 
life.”

There has been concern in the 
community about people coming 
in from out of the county to their 
second homes. Baertlein said the 
county cannot tell them not to go to 
their second home. Sarah Absher, di-
rector of Tillamook County Depart-
ment of Community Development, 
said they have encouraged people to 
be kind and polite. 

“We are making sure people are 
educated on the intent of the order,” 
Absher said. “If people are coming 
to visit their own home, they can.”

Absher said these people can 
bring any family members with 
them. It is their property and their 
right. The intent of the order is not 
to displace people. 

Tillamook Mayor Suzanne Weber 
said she is getting emails from peo-
ple who are concerned about people 
coming to their homes in the county. 
She is forwarding those emails to 

the board of commissioners. 
Commissioner Mary Faith Bell 

said there is a lot of tension in the 
community about visitors. Someone 
was delivering food at an RV park 
and people were telling her to leave, 
not recognizing that she is a local. 

“I recognize the feeling because 
we want to protect our own,” Bell 
said. “This situation will bring out 
the best or the worst in us.”

Bell asks people to be compas-
sionate. 

Tillamook County unemployment claims skyrocket
Tillamook is among the 

hardest hit in the state for 
unemployment numbers in 
the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

During the week start-
ing March 22, the Oregon 
Employment Department 
received 92,700 initial claims 
for Unemployment Insurance 
Benefits. That represented a 
21 percent increase from the 
previous record during the 
week starting March 15.

By comparison, the 
agency received 4,900 initial 
claim filings during the week 
starting March 8. The Em-
ployment Department con-
tinues to take proactive steps 
to meet the unprecedented 
need for unemployment 
benefits, which is largely due 
to reduced hours and layoffs 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Sen. Jeff Merkley spoke 
out after national unem-
ployment claims shot up 
to a record-shattering 6.6 
million, showing the eco-

nomic devastation of the 
coronavirus crisis. He said 
Oregon workers and small 
business owners are terrified 
about what the crisis means 
for their families and their 
futures.

“Behind these historically 
bad numbers are millions 
of real people whose lives 
have been thrown into chaos 
through no fault of their 
own,” Merkley said. “We 
need to throw lifelines out to 
struggling families, and we 
need to get those lifelines out 
now.”

Merkley said as the 
federal government works 
to implement its first relief 
package and Congress 
works to write the next one, 
there should be a priority on 
people and small business 
rather than the wealthy and 
powerful.

“We need to make sure 
that help gets to every state 
and territory across this great 
nation—not just red states or 
blue states,” Merkley said. 

“And we need to do much 
more to help the working 
families who are the back-
bone of America, and who 
are facing a crisis the likes of 
which most of us have never 
seen.”

Sen. Ron Wyden said 
he advocated for helping 
workers replace lost wages. 
He urged modernizing the 
unemployment system to in-
clude the self-employed and 
gig economy workers.

“My provision in the 
COVID19 relief bill super-
charges unemployment to 
provide workers with an 
additional $600 a week,” 
Wyden said. “This will be 
a lifeline for the millions of 
workers who have been hit 
by this economic wrecking 
ball.”

Initial Claims
The Employment Depart-

ment has detailed informa-
tion for 45,800 of the claims 
processed during the week 
starting March 22. The 
leisure and hospitality sector, 

which includes hotels and 
restaurants, saw the greatest 
number of initial claims 
for unemployment benefits 
(15,500).

This reflects impacts of 
additional public health and 
safety measures related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
initial claims also came from 
workers in health care and 
social assistance (7,600) and 
retail trade (4,600).

Multnomah (10,900), 
Washington (5,300), and 
Lane (4,200) were the 
counties with the largest 
number of claims. The 
largest percentage increases 
in initial claims over the 
week occurred in Harney and 
Tillamook counties.

More initial claims data 
by industry and area can be 
found on the QualityInfo.org 
COVID-19 page.

Helping Oregonians
Over the past two weeks 

the Employment Depart-
ment doubled the number 
of staff dedicated to taking 

claims and is in the process 
of tripling it. The agency 
employees processing claims 
are doing so at a record rate. 
They also continue adding 
secure phone lines to take 
more calls while also protect-
ing the personal information 
of those filing claims.

Still, the truly unprece-
dented and sudden level of 
initial claims has caused 
delays and frustration for 
Oregonians who need help, 
especially by phone.

The Employment Depart-
ment encourages anyone 
who can file an online claim 
to do so. The agency’s web-
site includes a video with 
step-by-step instructions for 
filing online claims specific 
to COVID-19 situations. Fil-
ing an initial or weekly claim 
online helps those who must 
file their claim by phone.

Calls to follow up on the 
status of successfully filed 
claims also allows fewer new 
initial claims, which require 
the most time and work, to 

be received by phone. The 
Employment Department has 
started sending automatic 
confirmations for success-
fully filed claims with an e-
mail address provided. Other 
automatic fixes and guidance 
have been implemented to 
address common online 
claim errors and reduce the 
need for follow-up.

To file an online claim for 
unemployment benefits, go to 
Oregon.gov/employ or call 
1-877-FILE-4-UI. For help 
finding jobs and training 
resources, contact your local 
WorkSource Oregon center 
or go to WorkSourceOregon.
org.

Equal Opportunity 
program — auxiliary aids 
and services available upon 
request to individuals with 
disabilities. Contact: (503) 
947-1794. For people who 
are deaf or hard of hearing, 
call 711 Telecommunications 
Relay Services.

Nehalem Bay Fire & Rescue makes changes in response to pandemic
In an effort to protect its responders and the 

public, Nehalem Bay Fire & Rescue has made 
significant operational changes. Effective im-
mediately, office hours have been suspended 
for the duration of Gov. Kate Brown’s “Stay 
in Place” Order. 

In addition, full-time responders have been 

moved from 10-hour shifts to 48-hour shifts. 
Despite the scarcity of supplies, all respond-
ers will be using a higher level of personal 
protection equipment (PPE) on all calls for 
assistance, regardless of the nature. Also, 
the number of personnel responding will be 
limited to the greatest extent possible in order 

to minimize the risk of exposure.
During this pandemic, EMS responders 

must take extraordinary measures to ensure 
their safety. If one responder is exposed, or 
even potentially exposed, it could put the 
majority of personnel out of commission due 
to illness or quarantine protocols.

 “Without these extraordinary measures, 
all of our people could be at risk,” Fire Chief 
Chris Beswick said in a press release. “I want 
to assure our community that their firefight-
ers and medical personnel are still here to 
respond, but we have to take action to protect 
both our members and our citizens.”

Tillamook PUD Community Support Grants awarded
Tillamook People’s Utility 

District (PUD) is delighted to 
announce the local organiza-
tions that have been selected 
to receive funding through 
the Tillamook PUD Commu-
nity Support Grant program 
in 2020.

A total of 20 grant requests 
were received. With so many 
important community proj-
ects submitted for consider-
ation, and limited funds bud-
geted annually, the selection 
decision was challenging for 
the Board of Directors once 
again this year.

After an extensive review 

process, the Board awarded 
funds to the following entities 
for their valuable community 
projects:

• Camp Makuala- for camp 
facility repairs.

• Helping Hands Reentry 
Outreach Center- for facility 
electrical improvements.

•Nehalem Senior Lunch- 
for a meal-sealing machine.

• North County Recreation 
District- for the Rex Champ 
Baseball Field renovations.

• Rockaway Beach Visitors 
Center Chamber of Com-
merce Caboose- for electric-
ity at the visitors’ center.

• The Hoffman Center for 
the Arts- for new electrical 
service at the Hoffman Won-
der Garden.

• Tillamook County 
Composite Flight, Civil Air 
Patrol- for cybersecurity, 
robotics, and search & rescue 
equipment.

• Tillamook County 
Historical Society- for the 
Cloverdale revitalization 
project.

• Tillamook Early Learn-
ing Center- for cold kitchen 
and lighting upgrades.

• Tillamook High School- 
for exterior lighting improve-

ments.
• Tillamook Pilots Associa-

tion- for the Tillamook Air-
port weather camera project.

• White Clover Grange- for 
facility electrical upgrades.

Tillamook PUD developed 
the Community Support 
Grant program nearly 19 
years ago to assist local 
nonprofit organizations in 
funding projects that promote 
economic development in 
Tillamook County and en-
hance community livability.

Tillamook PUD is pleased 
to support the outstanding 
work of these organizations 

and looks forward to another 
year of beneficial community 
projects.

List of grants awarded:
Camp Makuala
$7,050
Tillamook County Com-

posite Flight, Civil Air Patrol
$2,868
Helping Hands Reentry 

Outreach Centers
$10,000
The Hoffman Center for 

the Arts
$10,000
North County Recreation 

District
$8,058

Nehalem Senior Lunch
$3,236
Rockaway Beach Visitors 

Center Chamber of Com-
merce Caboose

$9,222
Tillamook School District
$1,476
Tillamook County Histori-

cal Society
$6,300
Tillamook Early Learning
$3,205
Tillamook Pilots Associ-

ation
$3,585
White Clover Grange
$10,000
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County pays $300,000 for cyberattack ransom
Cody Mann

headlightnews@countrymedia.net

Tillamook County officials 
revealed that a $300,000 

ransom was paid to regain data ac-
cess after a cyberattack. The ransom 
amount was disclosed during the 
Tillamook County Board of Com-
missioners meeting Wednesday, 
March 11.

Commissioner Bill Baertlein, 
reading from a prepared statement, 
said it could have taken 12-24 

months and cost $1 million to un-
lock the county’s computer system if 
a ransom went unpaid.

“The county’s rapid and aggres-
sive response to the incident miti-
gated the compromise and contained 
the encryption to 17 of 55 servers 
and five of 280 county worksta-
tions,” Baertlein said.

The attack was reportedly car-
ried out by an international cyber-
criminal organization known to law 
enforcement both nationally and 
internationally. The prepared county 

statement said the computer system 
was disabled for around two weeks, 

adding that new security measures 
were being implemented.

“The county made every effort 
to avoid the payment of a ransom to 
the cyber attacker, including recov-
ery through two independent backup 
solutions and hundreds of hours 
of retained and county resources; 
however, data critical to county 
operations could not be restored 
without paying the cyberattacker for 
decryption keys,” Baertlein said.

“While the county maintained re-
dundant backup solutions that would 

have protected our data in the event 
of a natural disaster, the cyberat-
tack resulted in encrypted backups,” 
Baertlein said.

Commissioner Mary Faith Bell 
emphasized that the government 
was the victim of a crime, noting 
a new frontier of security hazards 
in the digital age. Commissioner 
David Yamamoto said while other 
municipalities have not disclosed 
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Tillamook County officials 
declare state of emergency

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

County officials held an emer-
gency meeting Saturday, 

March 14, to declare a local state of 
emergency due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. Most county offices will 
close to the public, operating by 
phone and email instead.

Tillamook County Commission-
er Bill Baertlein said the declaration 
was necessary due to the rapidly 
developing situation around COV-
ID-19. Commissioners Mary Faith 
Bell and David Yamamoto agreed 
with the necessity. No COVID-19 
cases have been confirmed in the 
county at this time.

“Are we going to be infected,” 
Yamamoto said. “I can tell you 
pretty much yes, we will.”

Votes for a resolution declaring 
the emergency and enacting a con-
tingency plan passed unanimously. 

The state of emergency will last 
until April 1, when it will be re-
evaluated.

“This is a very fluid situation 
and things are changing rapidly,” 
Yamamoto said.

Concerned about the impact of 
a possible COVID-19 spread in 
the area, Bell said with only a few 
intensive care beds, Tillamook 
County lacks the capacity to handle 
a serious outbreak.

Access to the Tillamook County 
Courthouse will be screened. 
County department offices at the 
courthouse will serve the public 
by appointment. The Community 
Development office will close to 
the public but will serve people by 
phone and email. County Public 
Works will be closed to the public, 
though the solid waste transfer sta-
tions remain open.

The north courthouse entrance 
will be closed. Those who need 

to access the building should use 
the south entrance. Access to the 
Justice Court, District Attorney’s 
office, Juvenile Department and 
Circuit Court will be available. 
Handicapped access to the court-
house also remains available.

The Tillamook County Health 
Department will still be open. Pub-
lic access will be closed off at the 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s Office, 
but jail visitations will continue. All 
Tillamook County libraries and the 
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum 
will close immediately.

The Tillamook County Fair-
grounds is suspending all events 
of 250 people or more in compli-
ance with Gov. Kate Brown’s 
mass gathering ban. Canceled and 
rescheduled events include the 
Spring Bazaar, Creamery Asso-

Testing for COVID-19 
in Tillamook County

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

A Tillamook lumber mill 
worker was tested for 

coronavirus this past week, 
leading operations to shut down 
Thursday, March 12, for a clean-
ing.

Hampton Lumber Mill Plant 
Manager Mark Elston issued a 
statement about the employee 
and the closure. In the statement, 
he said the employee was tested 
at the local hospital and advised 
by medical professionals to 
self-quarantine at home pending 
results.

“The employee is following 
that advice and has commit-
ted to inform us of a positive or 
negative result once known,” he 
said. “We will let our employees 
know this result and will keep the 
appropriate community leaders 
informed.”

Elston said upon learning of 
the possible infection risk, Hamp-
ton Lumber closed shop to clean 
and sanitize areas the employee 
frequented. He said the relevant 
break rooms, restrooms, offices, 

and control rooms were sanitized 
by a local cleaning service.

“We take the health and safety 
of our employees and the com-
munity very seriously,” Elston 
said. “We will monitor the situ-
ation and take the appropriate 
action to safeguard our employ-
ees and our operation as we get 
additional information.”

As of Monday, March 16, 
Elston said the employee’s test 
results had not yet been received. 
The mill was reopened for work 
after the temporary shutdown to 
sanitize gathering areas.

County officials confirmed 
Friday, March 13, that tests for 
COVID-19 were conducted in 
Tillamook County. Test kits are 
reportedly in short supply.

As of Friday, there were no 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Tillamook County. The Health 
Department tested two sick 
individuals, and both came back 
negative, according to a statement 
from county officials. Adventist 
Health has also tested patients 
for the virus and is waiting for 

Hampton Lumber Mill in Tillamook. Cody Mann/Headlight Herald

State takes additional measure against COVID-19 spread
Gov. Kate Brown on Monday, 

March 16, announced new 
measures to flatten the curve of 
coronavirus transmission in Oregon. 
The state has a total of 51 people 
who have been diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 as of Tuesday.

“I know it’s difficult to learn that 
we are seeing more active commu-
nity spread of COVID-19, but this is 
something we’ve been expecting,” 
said Dr. Dean Sidelinger, state health 
officer and epidemiologist. “It’s a 
good reminder to take steps to pro-
tect yourself, and vulnerable friends 
and family members, by washing 
your hands, covering your coughs 
and sneezes, and staying home and 

away from others if you’re sick.”
The measures include new orders 

and guidance on social distanc-
ing, an agreement for the Portland 
metro hospital system to coordinate 
resources and increase capacity, acti-
vation of the state’s Unified Com-
mand emergency response organiza-
tional structure, and a new order to 
prevent price gouging.

“My goal is to protect the health 
and safety of Oregon families. Every 
step we are taking is being made 
with community input and careful 
consideration of its impacts,” Brown 
said. “Each action has ripple effects 
across our state, both on a personal 
and an economic level. But we can 
overcome these hurdles in an Or-
egon Way. By working together, we 
are stronger, even if it’s in ways we 
never thought possible.”

The new orders on social distanc-
ing measures, effective March 17 for 
at least four weeks, include:
•	 A	statewide	cancelation	of	all	
events	and	gatherings	larger	
than	25	people	—	exempting	es-
sential	locations	like	workplaces,	
grocery	stores,	pharmacies,	and	
retail	stores.	It’s	additionally	
recommended	that	Oregonians	
avoid	gatherings	of	10	people	or	
more.

•	 Restaurants,	bars,	and	other	
establishments	that	offer	food	or	
beverages	for	sale	are	restricted	

to	carry-out	and	delivery	only	
with	no	on-site	consumption	
permitted.

•	 Food	service	at	health	care	
facilities,	workplaces,	and	other	
essential	facilities	will	continue.

•	 All	other	businesses	are	urged	to	
assess	their	practices,	imple-
ment	strong	social	distancing	
measures,	and	close	their	doors	
temporarily	if	they	cannot	put	the	
new	guidance	in	place.

“I know that while these actions 
will impact Oregon businesses and 
employees, they will help decrease 
the rate of infection while bringing 
state and federal resources up to 
the same speed as the spread of the 
virus,” Brown said.

The Governor’s Coronavirus 
Economic Advisory Council was 
slated to convene Tuesday, March 
17, to examine ways to mitigate 
the impacts of new social distanc-
ing measures and anything else that 
adversely affects Oregon’s economy. 
The council will examine a variety 
of tools available, including requests 
to the State Legislature and the fed-
eral government.

Brown also announced the forma-
tion of two command groups, one 
to manage our health care system’s 
resources and the other to manage 
state resources. The metro regional 
COVID-19 hospital response plan 

will help the health care community 
to prepare for the expected surge 
of COVID-19 cases in the com-
ing weeks — a model for a crisis 
care plan that can be implemented 
statewide. 

Working together, hospitals will 
treat COVID-19 testing resources 
and personal protective equipment, 
including gowns, masks, and gloves, 
as community resources, and work 
together to increase bed capacity. 
After someone contracts COVID-19, 
illness usually develops within 14 
days. Symptoms mirror those of the 
flu, including fever, cough, runny 
nose, headache, sore throat and 
general feelings of illness.

The state’s Unified Command 
emergency response organizational 
structure, an incident management 
structure similar to what Oregon 
would activate during a major 
Cascadia earthquake, has also been 
activated. This will fully integrate 
the Oregon Health Authority’s public 
health response efforts with the Of-
fice of Emergency Management’s 
efforts to minimize any disruption to 
critical services in Oregon.

At the request of the Attorney 
General, Brown declared an abnor-
mal market disruption regarding es-
sential items like hand sanitizer and 
toilet paper, to prevent price gouging 
during this public health crisis.

n See EMERGENCY, Page A3

n See TESTING, Page A11

n See RANSOM, Page A2

Cody Mann/Headlight Herald
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Seven new presumptive cases 

to Oregon’s COVID-19 count 
Save bees with the Annual 

Beehive Raffle at library

Longtime 
Garibaldi 
public works 

employee 
resigns

A former City of Garibaldi em-

ployee expressed concerns about 

city management during the Jan. 21 

meeting of the Garibaldi City Council.

Martin McCormick worked for the 

city for more than 32 years before 

resigning and is certified for water and 

wastewater treatment. He read a pre-

pared statement to the council that out-

lined an alleged hostile work environ-

ment in the public works department, 

one that resulted in losing a valuable 

staff member when it is already short-

handed, he said.
“The City reviewed the Public 

Works Department working environ-

ment and found that no hostile work 

environment existed,” said Garibaldi 

City Manager Geoff Wullschlager in 

response to the allegations.  

Wullschlager said a hostile work 

environment exists when illegal 

employment discrimination (which is 

discrimination based on race, religion, 

national origin, sex and other protected 

classes) is so severe and pervasive that 

a reasonable person would consider 

the workplace intimidating, hostile or 

abusive. 
According to McCormick’s state-

ment, he and another employee, Cory 

Perkins, were the only ones at public 

works for years. A third employee was 

added this past July that McCormick 

said did not want to be a team play-

er, which led to the allegations of a 

hostile work environment. He said after 

a month a half, he and Perkins were 

separated from working with the new 

employee. 
Wullschlager declined to comment 

on the specifics, citing personnel pri-

vacy. 
“As a manager, if I observe employ-

ees having a difficult time working 

Seeking solutions for 

Tillamook County’s housing crisis

Amid the wider housing crisis in 

Oregon, Tillamook County’s di-

vided and aging housing market threat-

ens local livability and economic vital-

ity. Housing for year-round residents 

remains slack while seasonal housing 

is crowding out long-term rentals.

At the center of the crisis are low 

wages and a lack of affordable hous-

ing. While those at the bottom and 

middle are most affected, the housing 

crunch hits every demographic. Land 

scarcity and other factors such as 

permitting processes encumbered by 

environmental regulations means an 

inadequate housing stock for the area. 

To address the problem, Tillamook 

County Commissioner Bill Baertlein 

formed a housing task force with key 

partners CARE, Inc. and the Tillamook 

County Creamery Association. Work 

began in 2015 with a study that was 

primarily funded by the Creamery As-

sociation. Additional studies followed.

A 2017 housing task force report 

titled “Creating a Healthy Housing 

Market for Tillamook County” outlines 

two distinctive elements of the area’s 

housing market – coastal and interior. 

The coastal market is strong, featuring 

newer, more expensive homes. The 

interior market is weak and needs re-

vitalization. Not a new issue, housing 

concerns have been mounting for at 

least a decade.
The two markets are not isolated. 

High-end seasonal properties at the 

coast drive tourism, an industry that 

relies on low-wage service workers. 

Those workers are forced to find 

interior market housing, where they 

compete for need against typically 

low-paid agriculture workers and mid-

dle-wage earners such as education and 

healthcare employees. The pressure 

is compounded by numerous vacation 

rentals, and proximity to Portland adds 

a high demand for second homes in 

Tillamook County. 

The absence of housing drives up the 

number of workers living outside the 

county, and leaves others paying more 

than they can afford. Either choice 

makes it harder to build the workforce 

in Tillamook County and harder for 

companies to build stable staffs. As the 

housing task force report said, “those 

with the least money have fewer hous-

ing choices and travel disproportion-

ately further for work.”

Complicated geography and envi-

ronmental protections add to a scarce 

land supply in Tillamook County, but 

the 2017 report said urban growth 

boundaries have helped preserve the 

area’s rural character and its sustain-

able agriculture sector, particularly 

dairy farming. The environmental 

protections and boundary constraints 

still limit the land supply, which may 

increase development costs or reduce 

interest altogether. 

Housing mobility is also limited in 

Tillamook County. Those who wish to 

relocate within the county face eco-

nomic and market challenges, resulting 

in low levels of housing turnover. De-

mand is strong enough to keep the va-

cancy rate low, but not strong enough 

to spur development, especially in the 

low- and mid-market price ranges.

The housing task force report cited 

“tired-looking housing stock” as a 

critical aspect, weakening confidence 

in would-be investors or developers 

considering the area. Too many homes 

are not well-maintained because of ab-

sentee landlords, dissatisfied but stuck 

homeowners, low-wage households 

lacking resources, and discouraged 

owners who see low standards around 

them.
According to a 2019 Tillamook 

County Community Development De-

partment housing needs analysis, the 

Problem driven by low wages, lack of affordable housing and divided market

Oregon Health Author-

ity (OHA) confirmed 

seven new presumptive 

cases of novel coronavirus, 

COVID-19, on Sunday, March 

8. OHA announces actions it 

is taking to slow the spread of 

the virus and protect Orego-

nians, in response to Gov. 

Kate Brown’s emergency 

declaration. 
“We are prepared to acti-

vate an unprecedented state 

and private effort to contain 

the spread of COVID-19 in 

Oregon by focusing specifi-

cally on at-risk populations,” 

said OHA Director Patrick 

Allen in a press release. “We 

want to protect Oregonians 

at greatest risk of 

the most severe 

outcomes of 
this disease, 
including 
older 
adults, 
people 
with un-
derlying 
condi-
tions, 
people 
who are 
homeless and 
those who are vul-

nerable in other ways.”

Allen said the emergency 

powers Brown authorized 

March 8 gave OHA more 

freedom and flexibility to take 

specific actions to contain 

the outbreak. These actions 

include:
• Finalizing agreements 

with major hospital systems 

to expand locations 

where COVID-19 

tests can be 
conducted 

safely.
• Prepa-

rations to 
mobilize 
Oregon’s 
medical 
reserve 
corps to 

provide 
emergency 

support for 
vulnerable popula-

tions.
• Expanding telemedicine 

so patients can be screened, 

evaluated and treated by 

The Tillamook Bee-

keepers Association is 

hosting their Annual Beehive 

Raffle. The beehive is set up in 

the Tillamook County Library, 

along with two display cases, 

teaching the public about the 

importance of saving the bee. 

The display case is com-

plete with about 1,000 dead 

bees. One third of everything 

humans eat is dependent on 

pollination. The honey bee 

does 80 percent of the work. 

There are 2,000 species of 

bees. The honey bee is the 

only insect that provides food 

for human consumption. 

Predators
 President of the Tillamook 

Beekeepers Association, Brad 

York, said one of the threats to 

honey bees is the Asian green 

hornet, which is two and half 

inches long, five times bigger 

than a bee. Bees cannot defend 

against it very well. These 

hornets are in Washington 

now and may be heading for 

Oregon. 

Another threat is the varroa 

destructor mite, which came 

into existence from China. 

“It’s everywhere,” York 

said. “I think Australia is the 

only place left that doesn’t 
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Coast Guard rescues two after 

boat safety concerns 

Friday night, Feb. 29, a 

couple was rescued by the 

Coast Guard after a couple had 

safety concerns crossing the bar 

with their 44-foot boat. Coast 

Guard determined that conditions 

were unsafe to tow the vessel. 

The Coast Guard decided to 

hoist the boaters. 

Cannon Beach Rural Fire and 

Protection District asks everyone 

to leave the boat alone. In the 

past when boats have washed up, 

individuals have looted the boats. 

There are still private property 

and should be left alone until 

the salvage company can come 

retrieve it for the family.

The boat is state park property 

and Oregon State Police jurisdic-

tion. It has since been moved from 

the beach.

Cannon Beach Rural Fire & Protection District

Display case with about 1,000 dead bees.              

Hilary Dorsey/North Coast Citizen
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We’re open to help 
your business succeed 

through this  
challenging time

 

Go to 

Tillcodems.org 
For links to current and     
dependable sources of     

local, state, and na�onal 
updates on the COVID-19 
virus, as well as sources 
for ways you can help. 

Go to
Tillcodems.org

For links to current and dependable 
sources of local, state and national 
updates on the COVID-19 virus, 

as well as sources for ways 
you can help.
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Our heroes wear scrubs! 

COVID-19 Nurse Advice Line 
503-842-3940  

Se habla Español  
801 Pacific Avenue • Tillamook  

503-842-3900 •  800-528-2939 • TTY 800-735-2900 
www.tillamookchc.org 

Part of our COVID-19 rapid 
response team, Dove Rainbow, 
PA-C, is a Physician Assistant in 
Primary Care providing services to 
patients of all ages. She has been 
an integral part of our team, 
helping with tests and treating 
patients both in our clinic and in 
the mobile clinic. 
 

In 2019 Rainbow completed her 
Master of Physician Assistant 
Studies at Idaho State University.  
 

Join us in sharing appreciation for 
our health care providers, who 
are working to protect the health 
of our communities. 
 
 
 

 
 

#ourheroeswearscrubs 

In response to 
David McCall’s 
March 31, Op/Ed: 
Democracy and 
Public Service,

 I appreciate the op-
portunity to set the record 
straight.

The Tillamook Board 
of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) is bound by Ore-
gon Public Meetings

Law and there are rules 
we are required to follow in 
a declared emergency. In the 
past two

weeks things have been 
happening so fast with the 
COVID-19 public health 
crisis that the

BOCC has called emer-
gency meetings in order to 
provide strong leadership in 
a timely way. For

example, when we were 
inundated with visitors on 
Saturday, March 21, we 
called an

emergency meeting 
for Sunday, March 22 to 
address the issue and make 
decisions to protect

our community. Things 
were evolving so fast that 
some of our meetings were 
only known a

couple of hours before 
we needed to act. In every 
case we followed both the 
letter and spirit of

the law. Our meetings 
were available to attend in 
person or by teleconference. 
Let me reiterate

that we did not violate 
any Oregon Open Meetings 
Laws.

Our 8:00 a.m. meetings 
occur on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday and are live 
streamed on

KTIL. We have followed 
and continue to follow the 
open meeting law require-
ments for

notice. Currently, to 
comply with the Governor’s 
order of social distancing 
and limits of 10

people in a group, we are 
not able to accommodate 
live attendance at our regu-
lar meetings. We

allow the public to phone 

in and listen and to e-mail 
questions or testimony dur-
ing the meeting.

I want to take this op-
portunity to thank all those 
in the community that are 
working so hard to

support each other. The 
decisions we made the past 
two weeks were difficult. 
Closing the

motels, short term rent-
als, parking lots and boat 
launches was one of the 
hardest I have had to

make. There were sleep-
less nights in the decision, 
but it was correct for the 
protection of our

residents. I am heartened 
by the fact that all seven 
cities in Tillamook County, 
our lodging

providers, restaurants and 
residents understand the 
need to protect everyone in 
our community

over the next couple 
of months. In this time of 
unprecedented crisis our 
communities have come

together in the ‘Tilla-
mook Way’: we fight, we ar-
gue, we jump up and down 
then we come to

together and do the right 
thing.

Bill Baertlein, Chair
Tillamook County Board 

of Commissioners

City Council needs 
to listen to voters

Just four months ago, 
Manzanita voters surprised 
City Council with a re-
sounding NO to Council’s 
plan for a new City Hall 
building with 30 year 
bond funding. In response, 
Council members pledged 
to listen to citizens’ con-
cerns and reformulate their 
plan to move City Hall 
with an expensive plan to 
the Underhill Property and 
to consider renovating the 
existing Underhill building 
as an alternative at lower 
costs.

Initially, Council mem-
bers were surprised by the 
strong voter turnout and 

68% negative vote. Voters 
were saying in a loud clear 
voice that they did not want 
to go into debt for a too 
large, too expensive new 
structure. Council pledged 
to listen to the voters and 
reconsider the plan includ-
ing the remodel design and 
cost estimate circulated as 
an alternative.

Sounds good? 
Actually the City Council 

is tone deaf. Council paid 
lip service to the remodel 
plan and have not com-
pleted a full cost estimate 
or even completed an 
inspection of the Underhill 
property. Now, they seem 
to be reformulating their 
own new build plan : adopt 
a smaller building , use dif-
ferent funding, maybe even 
complete their plan without 
a vote of the citizens for the 
new debt. 

Justification? To keep the 
staff happy? Because a bank 
knows the credit from a City 
is always good because our 
taxes can be raised to pay 
the debt? Because it will be 
their legacy?

At a minimum this is bad 
faith with their citizens they 
represent . True leadership 
by City Council is to open 
their ears and listen to their 
constituents. Doing an end 
run around the voters is 
poor leadership.

City Council should 
conduct a true study of a 
new building plan versus 
a remodeling plan with 
competitive designs, cost 
estimates and options to 
fund. After publicizing the 
results, let voters weigh in 
on the results.

Will Stone
Manzanita, OR

Healthcare in 
the Time of 
Coronavirus 

This is a very stressful  
time for healthcare person-
nel,  they’re  on the front-
lines  of an unprecedented  
public health crisis, putting 

their own health at risk in 
order to care for ours. I 
would like to shout out to 
local healthcare providers as 
the heroes they are.

Recently my mom 
received personal and 
compassionate healthcare 
services in our home from 
Adventist Health, which 
was a great reassurance and 
a service to us both. 

My mom moved in with 
me a month ago, because 
her health is in precipitous 
decline. She moved from 
the valley, and we needed to 
establish healthcare for her 
with local providers. 

As mom’s first appoint-
ment with August Fineout 
from Adventist Health 
Manzanita approached, staff 
called and asked to resched-
ule, in order to minimize 
mom’s risk of exposure to 
the Coronavirus. 

I appreciate that level of 
caution and concern; how-
ever my mom is not well 
and getting  worse and we 
need help. 

Rather than having us 
come to the clinic, August 
Fineout and Dacia, her 
medical assistant,  came to 
our house and cared for my 
mom, thoroughly masked 
and gloved, practicing Cor-
onavirus safety protocols. 
It was above and beyond 
the call of duty, and I am 
grateful.  

It is a strange time for all 
of us, navigating  Coronavi-
rus,  and I am very thankful 
to have excellent healthcare 
available for my mom, and 
for everyone in our com-
munity. I am grateful  to 
healthcare providers for the 
risks that they are taking by 
caring for others and I ap-
preciate the accomodations 
they are making in order to 
provide care in the safest 
manner possible. Thank 
you.

Mary Faith Bell 
Nehalem

Keep our 
water safe

Concurrently with the 

coronavirus public health 
emergency that is going 
on, many people who live 
in rural communities near 
the Oregon Coast are also 
concerned about their 
ongoing exposure to smoke 
and pesticide spray.  One 
concern is the smoke and 
pesticide spray caused by 
outdated industrial forestry 
practices that put the health 
of the public at risk.  Smoke 
from prescribed burning 
of wood is a major source 
of dioxin and other toxic 
emissions, damaging both 
our health and our environ-
ment.  Exposure to smoke 
and pesticides can have both 
short and long-term adverse 
health consequences.  Those 
of us living on the Coast are 
concerned that with poten-
tial exposure to the novel 
coronavirus, which can 
result in serious respiratory 
infections, toxic chemicals 
in the air from smoke and 
pesticide spraying puts our 
health at even more risk.  
We are requesting that the 
Governor issue an executive 
order banning all prescribed 
burning and aerial pesticide 
spraying.  As it is, people 
who live and work at the 
Coast are already adversely 
affected by existing pol-
icies that allow burning 
and pesticide spraying.....
policies that can endanger 
public health by sending 
harmful substances into the 
air we breathe and the water 
we drink.  

As someone associated 
with North Coast Com-
munities for Watershed 
Protection recently wrote, 
“At a time of sheltering 
at home, those who have 
sought spray notifications in 
the past [notification prior 
to the spraying of pesticides 
by timber companies so that 
nearby residents can evacu-
ate the area] will not be able 
to go elsewhere without 
additional virus exposure.  
So, can we please ask that 
the State impose a spray ban 
when folks are supposed 
to stay at home?”  There 
currently is no vaccine 
against this coronavirus; so, 

we have been told to “stay 
home and stay safe.”  At 
the same time, it would be 
possible to stop slash/pre-
scribed burning and aerial 
pesticide spraying, both 
of which are not essential 
activities.  Even during this 
State of Emergency, the ap-
plication of pesticides both 
from the air and at ground 
level continues across rural 
Oregon.  In many rural 
areas, aerial spraying is 
done near highly vulnerable 
populations, including near 
health care facilities, long-
term convalescent homes, 
and communities with many 
people older than sixty.

Please inform your  
friends and neighbors.  
Share the message you send 
to Governor Brown with 
local news sources, other 
elected officials, and gov-
ernment agencies.

Call Governor Brown, 
it only take a minute, it’s 
painless, and it will make 
you feel like you are doing 
something to help, because 
you are!

Here is contact informa-
tion for the Governor of 
Oregon:

Gov. Kate Brown, Office 
of the Governor, 900 Court 
Street NE, Suite 254

Salem, OR 97301-4047  
Phone: (503) 378-4582

https://www.oregon.gov/
gov/Pages/contact.aspx

Our name, North Coast 
Communities for Watershed 
Protection (formerly known 
as Rockaway Beach Citi-
zens for Watershed Protec-
tion), reflects our working 
together on a regional basis 
to insure that the air we 
breathe and the water we 
drink are safe. 

https://healthywatershed.
org/

https://www.facebook.
com/rockawaybeachcitizens

rockawaycitizen.water@
gmail.com

 Nancy Webster
Rockaway Beach

Let us help you promote your business 
throughout the Columbia-Pacific Region 

• Print Media       • Website Advertising
• Social Media Marketing
• Fibre/Cyber Packages
• Website Development & Hosting

For your free consultation contact 
Katherine at 503-842-7535 or 
email headlightads@countrymedia.net.
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 Is your business open?  Are you serving the public and want to get the word out?

 TRY OUR COVID-19 $19 Special
3.487”w” w x 2”h color unit in print  (size of a business card) •  Includes free online post

We also have a COVID-19 $29 Special
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For both of these COVID-19 offers there is an additional facebook post of the ad available on the newspaper’s account for 
$10. Our Headlight Herald account gets over 54,000 engagements a week and during this crisis it is growing each day.

To participate in this special offer, please contact Katherine
 at 503-842-7535 or email headlightads@countrymedia.net 

We are “Essential” according to the State Government to bring you the news, happenings, 
reports and yes, savings for you and your family as you navigate these unprecedented times.
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County pays $300,000 for cyberattack ransom
Cody Mann

headlightnews@countrymedia.net

Tillamook County officials 
revealed that a $300,000 

ransom was paid to regain data ac-
cess after a cyberattack. The ransom 
amount was disclosed during the 
Tillamook County Board of Com-
missioners meeting Wednesday, 
March 11.

Commissioner Bill Baertlein, 
reading from a prepared statement, 
said it could have taken 12-24 

months and cost $1 million to un-
lock the county’s computer system if 
a ransom went unpaid.

“The county’s rapid and aggres-
sive response to the incident miti-
gated the compromise and contained 
the encryption to 17 of 55 servers 
and five of 280 county worksta-
tions,” Baertlein said.

The attack was reportedly car-
ried out by an international cyber-
criminal organization known to law 
enforcement both nationally and 
internationally. The prepared county 

statement said the computer system 
was disabled for around two weeks, 

adding that new security measures 
were being implemented.

“The county made every effort 
to avoid the payment of a ransom to 
the cyber attacker, including recov-
ery through two independent backup 
solutions and hundreds of hours 
of retained and county resources; 
however, data critical to county 
operations could not be restored 
without paying the cyberattacker for 
decryption keys,” Baertlein said.

“While the county maintained re-
dundant backup solutions that would 

have protected our data in the event 
of a natural disaster, the cyberat-
tack resulted in encrypted backups,” 
Baertlein said.

Commissioner Mary Faith Bell 
emphasized that the government 
was the victim of a crime, noting 
a new frontier of security hazards 
in the digital age. Commissioner 
David Yamamoto said while other 
municipalities have not disclosed 
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Tillamook County officials 
declare state of emergency

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

County officials held an emer-
gency meeting Saturday, 

March 14, to declare a local state of 
emergency due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. Most county offices will 
close to the public, operating by 
phone and email instead.

Tillamook County Commission-
er Bill Baertlein said the declaration 
was necessary due to the rapidly 
developing situation around COV-
ID-19. Commissioners Mary Faith 
Bell and David Yamamoto agreed 
with the necessity. No COVID-19 
cases have been confirmed in the 
county at this time.

“Are we going to be infected,” 
Yamamoto said. “I can tell you 
pretty much yes, we will.”

Votes for a resolution declaring 
the emergency and enacting a con-
tingency plan passed unanimously. 

The state of emergency will last 
until April 1, when it will be re-
evaluated.

“This is a very fluid situation 
and things are changing rapidly,” 
Yamamoto said.

Concerned about the impact of 
a possible COVID-19 spread in 
the area, Bell said with only a few 
intensive care beds, Tillamook 
County lacks the capacity to handle 
a serious outbreak.

Access to the Tillamook County 
Courthouse will be screened. 
County department offices at the 
courthouse will serve the public 
by appointment. The Community 
Development office will close to 
the public but will serve people by 
phone and email. County Public 
Works will be closed to the public, 
though the solid waste transfer sta-
tions remain open.

The north courthouse entrance 
will be closed. Those who need 

to access the building should use 
the south entrance. Access to the 
Justice Court, District Attorney’s 
office, Juvenile Department and 
Circuit Court will be available. 
Handicapped access to the court-
house also remains available.

The Tillamook County Health 
Department will still be open. Pub-
lic access will be closed off at the 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s Office, 
but jail visitations will continue. All 
Tillamook County libraries and the 
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum 
will close immediately.

The Tillamook County Fair-
grounds is suspending all events 
of 250 people or more in compli-
ance with Gov. Kate Brown’s 
mass gathering ban. Canceled and 
rescheduled events include the 
Spring Bazaar, Creamery Asso-

Testing for COVID-19 
in Tillamook County

Cody Mann
headlightnews@countrymedia.net

A Tillamook lumber mill 
worker was tested for 

coronavirus this past week, 
leading operations to shut down 
Thursday, March 12, for a clean-
ing.

Hampton Lumber Mill Plant 
Manager Mark Elston issued a 
statement about the employee 
and the closure. In the statement, 
he said the employee was tested 
at the local hospital and advised 
by medical professionals to 
self-quarantine at home pending 
results.

“The employee is following 
that advice and has commit-
ted to inform us of a positive or 
negative result once known,” he 
said. “We will let our employees 
know this result and will keep the 
appropriate community leaders 
informed.”

Elston said upon learning of 
the possible infection risk, Hamp-
ton Lumber closed shop to clean 
and sanitize areas the employee 
frequented. He said the relevant 
break rooms, restrooms, offices, 

and control rooms were sanitized 
by a local cleaning service.

“We take the health and safety 
of our employees and the com-
munity very seriously,” Elston 
said. “We will monitor the situ-
ation and take the appropriate 
action to safeguard our employ-
ees and our operation as we get 
additional information.”

As of Monday, March 16, 
Elston said the employee’s test 
results had not yet been received. 
The mill was reopened for work 
after the temporary shutdown to 
sanitize gathering areas.

County officials confirmed 
Friday, March 13, that tests for 
COVID-19 were conducted in 
Tillamook County. Test kits are 
reportedly in short supply.

As of Friday, there were no 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Tillamook County. The Health 
Department tested two sick 
individuals, and both came back 
negative, according to a statement 
from county officials. Adventist 
Health has also tested patients 
for the virus and is waiting for 

Hampton Lumber Mill in Tillamook. Cody Mann/Headlight Herald

State takes additional measure against COVID-19 spread
Gov. Kate Brown on Monday, 

March 16, announced new 
measures to flatten the curve of 
coronavirus transmission in Oregon. 
The state has a total of 51 people 
who have been diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 as of Tuesday.

“I know it’s difficult to learn that 
we are seeing more active commu-
nity spread of COVID-19, but this is 
something we’ve been expecting,” 
said Dr. Dean Sidelinger, state health 
officer and epidemiologist. “It’s a 
good reminder to take steps to pro-
tect yourself, and vulnerable friends 
and family members, by washing 
your hands, covering your coughs 
and sneezes, and staying home and 

away from others if you’re sick.”
The measures include new orders 

and guidance on social distanc-
ing, an agreement for the Portland 
metro hospital system to coordinate 
resources and increase capacity, acti-
vation of the state’s Unified Com-
mand emergency response organiza-
tional structure, and a new order to 
prevent price gouging.

“My goal is to protect the health 
and safety of Oregon families. Every 
step we are taking is being made 
with community input and careful 
consideration of its impacts,” Brown 
said. “Each action has ripple effects 
across our state, both on a personal 
and an economic level. But we can 
overcome these hurdles in an Or-
egon Way. By working together, we 
are stronger, even if it’s in ways we 
never thought possible.”

The new orders on social distanc-
ing measures, effective March 17 for 
at least four weeks, include:
•	 A	statewide	cancelation	of	all	
events	and	gatherings	larger	
than	25	people	—	exempting	es-
sential	locations	like	workplaces,	
grocery	stores,	pharmacies,	and	
retail	stores.	It’s	additionally	
recommended	that	Oregonians	
avoid	gatherings	of	10	people	or	
more.

•	 Restaurants,	bars,	and	other	
establishments	that	offer	food	or	
beverages	for	sale	are	restricted	

to	carry-out	and	delivery	only	
with	no	on-site	consumption	
permitted.

•	 Food	service	at	health	care	
facilities,	workplaces,	and	other	
essential	facilities	will	continue.

•	 All	other	businesses	are	urged	to	
assess	their	practices,	imple-
ment	strong	social	distancing	
measures,	and	close	their	doors	
temporarily	if	they	cannot	put	the	
new	guidance	in	place.

“I know that while these actions 
will impact Oregon businesses and 
employees, they will help decrease 
the rate of infection while bringing 
state and federal resources up to 
the same speed as the spread of the 
virus,” Brown said.

The Governor’s Coronavirus 
Economic Advisory Council was 
slated to convene Tuesday, March 
17, to examine ways to mitigate 
the impacts of new social distanc-
ing measures and anything else that 
adversely affects Oregon’s economy. 
The council will examine a variety 
of tools available, including requests 
to the State Legislature and the fed-
eral government.

Brown also announced the forma-
tion of two command groups, one 
to manage our health care system’s 
resources and the other to manage 
state resources. The metro regional 
COVID-19 hospital response plan 

will help the health care community 
to prepare for the expected surge 
of COVID-19 cases in the com-
ing weeks — a model for a crisis 
care plan that can be implemented 
statewide. 

Working together, hospitals will 
treat COVID-19 testing resources 
and personal protective equipment, 
including gowns, masks, and gloves, 
as community resources, and work 
together to increase bed capacity. 
After someone contracts COVID-19, 
illness usually develops within 14 
days. Symptoms mirror those of the 
flu, including fever, cough, runny 
nose, headache, sore throat and 
general feelings of illness.

The state’s Unified Command 
emergency response organizational 
structure, an incident management 
structure similar to what Oregon 
would activate during a major 
Cascadia earthquake, has also been 
activated. This will fully integrate 
the Oregon Health Authority’s public 
health response efforts with the Of-
fice of Emergency Management’s 
efforts to minimize any disruption to 
critical services in Oregon.

At the request of the Attorney 
General, Brown declared an abnor-
mal market disruption regarding es-
sential items like hand sanitizer and 
toilet paper, to prevent price gouging 
during this public health crisis.

n See EMERGENCY, Page A3

n See TESTING, Page A11

n See RANSOM, Page A2

Cody Mann/Headlight Herald
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Seven new presumptive cases 

to Oregon’s COVID-19 count 
Save bees with the Annual 

Beehive Raffle at library

Longtime 
Garibaldi 
public works 

employee 
resigns

A former City of Garibaldi em-

ployee expressed concerns about 

city management during the Jan. 21 

meeting of the Garibaldi City Council.

Martin McCormick worked for the 

city for more than 32 years before 

resigning and is certified for water and 

wastewater treatment. He read a pre-

pared statement to the council that out-

lined an alleged hostile work environ-

ment in the public works department, 

one that resulted in losing a valuable 

staff member when it is already short-

handed, he said.
“The City reviewed the Public 

Works Department working environ-

ment and found that no hostile work 

environment existed,” said Garibaldi 

City Manager Geoff Wullschlager in 

response to the allegations.  

Wullschlager said a hostile work 

environment exists when illegal 

employment discrimination (which is 

discrimination based on race, religion, 

national origin, sex and other protected 

classes) is so severe and pervasive that 

a reasonable person would consider 

the workplace intimidating, hostile or 

abusive. 
According to McCormick’s state-

ment, he and another employee, Cory 

Perkins, were the only ones at public 

works for years. A third employee was 

added this past July that McCormick 

said did not want to be a team play-

er, which led to the allegations of a 

hostile work environment. He said after 

a month a half, he and Perkins were 

separated from working with the new 

employee. 
Wullschlager declined to comment 

on the specifics, citing personnel pri-

vacy. 
“As a manager, if I observe employ-

ees having a difficult time working 

Seeking solutions for 

Tillamook County’s housing crisis

Amid the wider housing crisis in 

Oregon, Tillamook County’s di-

vided and aging housing market threat-

ens local livability and economic vital-

ity. Housing for year-round residents 

remains slack while seasonal housing 

is crowding out long-term rentals.

At the center of the crisis are low 

wages and a lack of affordable hous-

ing. While those at the bottom and 

middle are most affected, the housing 

crunch hits every demographic. Land 

scarcity and other factors such as 

permitting processes encumbered by 

environmental regulations means an 

inadequate housing stock for the area. 

To address the problem, Tillamook 

County Commissioner Bill Baertlein 

formed a housing task force with key 

partners CARE, Inc. and the Tillamook 

County Creamery Association. Work 

began in 2015 with a study that was 

primarily funded by the Creamery As-

sociation. Additional studies followed.

A 2017 housing task force report 

titled “Creating a Healthy Housing 

Market for Tillamook County” outlines 

two distinctive elements of the area’s 

housing market – coastal and interior. 

The coastal market is strong, featuring 

newer, more expensive homes. The 

interior market is weak and needs re-

vitalization. Not a new issue, housing 

concerns have been mounting for at 

least a decade.
The two markets are not isolated. 

High-end seasonal properties at the 

coast drive tourism, an industry that 

relies on low-wage service workers. 

Those workers are forced to find 

interior market housing, where they 

compete for need against typically 

low-paid agriculture workers and mid-

dle-wage earners such as education and 

healthcare employees. The pressure 

is compounded by numerous vacation 

rentals, and proximity to Portland adds 

a high demand for second homes in 

Tillamook County. 

The absence of housing drives up the 

number of workers living outside the 

county, and leaves others paying more 

than they can afford. Either choice 

makes it harder to build the workforce 

in Tillamook County and harder for 

companies to build stable staffs. As the 

housing task force report said, “those 

with the least money have fewer hous-

ing choices and travel disproportion-

ately further for work.”

Complicated geography and envi-

ronmental protections add to a scarce 

land supply in Tillamook County, but 

the 2017 report said urban growth 

boundaries have helped preserve the 

area’s rural character and its sustain-

able agriculture sector, particularly 

dairy farming. The environmental 

protections and boundary constraints 

still limit the land supply, which may 

increase development costs or reduce 

interest altogether. 

Housing mobility is also limited in 

Tillamook County. Those who wish to 

relocate within the county face eco-

nomic and market challenges, resulting 

in low levels of housing turnover. De-

mand is strong enough to keep the va-

cancy rate low, but not strong enough 

to spur development, especially in the 

low- and mid-market price ranges.

The housing task force report cited 

“tired-looking housing stock” as a 

critical aspect, weakening confidence 

in would-be investors or developers 

considering the area. Too many homes 

are not well-maintained because of ab-

sentee landlords, dissatisfied but stuck 

homeowners, low-wage households 

lacking resources, and discouraged 

owners who see low standards around 

them.
According to a 2019 Tillamook 

County Community Development De-

partment housing needs analysis, the 

Problem driven by low wages, lack of affordable housing and divided market

Oregon Health Author-

ity (OHA) confirmed 

seven new presumptive 

cases of novel coronavirus, 

COVID-19, on Sunday, March 

8. OHA announces actions it 

is taking to slow the spread of 

the virus and protect Orego-

nians, in response to Gov. 

Kate Brown’s emergency 

declaration. 
“We are prepared to acti-

vate an unprecedented state 

and private effort to contain 

the spread of COVID-19 in 

Oregon by focusing specifi-

cally on at-risk populations,” 

said OHA Director Patrick 

Allen in a press release. “We 

want to protect Oregonians 

at greatest risk of 

the most severe 

outcomes of 
this disease, 
including 
older 
adults, 
people 
with un-
derlying 
condi-
tions, 
people 
who are 
homeless and 
those who are vul-

nerable in other ways.”

Allen said the emergency 

powers Brown authorized 

March 8 gave OHA more 

freedom and flexibility to take 

specific actions to contain 

the outbreak. These actions 

include:
• Finalizing agreements 

with major hospital systems 

to expand locations 

where COVID-19 

tests can be 
conducted 

safely.
• Prepa-

rations to 
mobilize 
Oregon’s 
medical 
reserve 
corps to 

provide 
emergency 

support for 
vulnerable popula-

tions.
• Expanding telemedicine 

so patients can be screened, 

evaluated and treated by 

The Tillamook Bee-

keepers Association is 

hosting their Annual Beehive 

Raffle. The beehive is set up in 

the Tillamook County Library, 

along with two display cases, 

teaching the public about the 

importance of saving the bee. 

The display case is com-

plete with about 1,000 dead 

bees. One third of everything 

humans eat is dependent on 

pollination. The honey bee 

does 80 percent of the work. 

There are 2,000 species of 

bees. The honey bee is the 

only insect that provides food 

for human consumption. 

Predators
 President of the Tillamook 

Beekeepers Association, Brad 

York, said one of the threats to 

honey bees is the Asian green 

hornet, which is two and half 

inches long, five times bigger 

than a bee. Bees cannot defend 

against it very well. These 

hornets are in Washington 

now and may be heading for 

Oregon. 

Another threat is the varroa 

destructor mite, which came 

into existence from China. 

“It’s everywhere,” York 

said. “I think Australia is the 

only place left that doesn’t 

n See RESIGN, Page A5
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Coast Guard rescues two after 

boat safety concerns 

Friday night, Feb. 29, a 

couple was rescued by the 

Coast Guard after a couple had 

safety concerns crossing the bar 

with their 44-foot boat. Coast 

Guard determined that conditions 

were unsafe to tow the vessel. 

The Coast Guard decided to 

hoist the boaters. 

Cannon Beach Rural Fire and 

Protection District asks everyone 

to leave the boat alone. In the 

past when boats have washed up, 

individuals have looted the boats. 

There are still private property 

and should be left alone until 

the salvage company can come 

retrieve it for the family.

The boat is state park property 

and Oregon State Police jurisdic-

tion. It has since been moved from 

the beach.

Cannon Beach Rural Fire & Protection District

Display case with about 1,000 dead bees.              
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We’re open to help 
your business succeed 

through this  
challenging time

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE APRIL 30

www.tillamookbaycc.edu

go to the "Paying for College" tab then "Scholarships"  to
see what is available and to apply. 

Nearly 
$95,000 
available!

H48913

I am a lifelong Oregonian raised in Maupin, a rural town 
where my family owned a small business dependent on 
tourism and fishing in a farm community. This gives me 
a first-hand understanding of the challenges we face in 
Tillamook County blending our strong farm and forest 
heritage with our expanding tourism market.

As the Executive Director at Community Action 
Resource Enterprises (CARE) I have demonstrated 
my community leadership skills and my ability to 
build partnerships and coalitions to address complex 
community issues. As the manager in a not for profit 
business, I have a strong commitment to ensuring that 
public money is used wisely, and I look for efficiencies 
and ways to cut costs at all times.

I look forward to bringing my experience and leadership 
to serve you as your next county commissioner.

I hope you will vote for me, Erin Skaar. Thank you!

H48886Paid for by Vote for Erin Skaar, www.voteerinskaar.org

Let us help you promote your business 
throughout the Columbia-Pacific Region 

• Print Media       • Website Advertising
• Social Media Marketing
• Fibre/Cyber Packages
• Website Development & Hosting

For your free consultation contact 
Katherine at 503-842-7535 or 
email headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) rest areas along the interstates 
and state highways remain open during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 

“We have no plans to close the rest areas 
as long as we have the staff and cleaning 
supplies,” said Vivian Payne, ODOT Interim 
Maintenance and Operations Branch Man-
ager, in a press release. 

But Payne said the public has a key role in 
ensuring the rest areas will not be infection 
points for the virus.

“Everyone plays an important role in lim-
iting its spread by keeping their distance and 
practicing good hygiene,” Payne said.

Rest areas managed by the Oregon Travel 
Information Council or funded by ODOT will 
remain open, including the Interstate 5 Rest 
Stop at Canyonville, managed by the Cow 
Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians.

Cleaning of most rest areas has been 

doubled, and signs have been added warning 
those using the facilities to keep at least six 
feet apart at all times.

The I-5 Siskiyou Rest Area south of Ash-
land remains open to all northbound traffic, 
except commercial trucks. The Siskiyou 
Welcome Center, managed by Travel Oregon, 
closed last Friday, March 20, due to concerns 
over the virus and public safety.

All state parks are closed at least until May 
8, but the rest area portion of a state park will 
remain open, according to Oregon State Parks 
and Recreation spokesman Chris Havel. 

Barricades will separate a state park’s open 
rest area from the closed recreation area.

ODOT reminds travelers that the best 
choice is to not use the rest areas at all, but 
avoid unnecessary travel. Governor Kate 
Brown’s Executive Order says to “Stay 
Home, Save Lives”. 

ODOT Rest Areas open statewide

Tillamook County receives second delivery of  protective equipment
Lt. Gordon McCraw, the 

Tillamook County director 
of emergency management 
and incident commander 
for the Tillamook County 
COVID-19 Incident Com-
mand Team, accepted a ship-
ment of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) from the 
Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) on Saturday, April 4. 
This was the second delivery 
that week.

 “This was not as much 
as I was hoping for but was 
more than we had so I am 
still grateful,” McCraw said 
in a press release. 

The PPE is to be distrib-
uted within the county in 
accordance with a directive 
outline to the county by 
OHA.

OHA developed its PPE 
distribution process in part-
nership with the COVID-19 
Medical Advisory Group 

(MAG). Through Monday, 
March 23, PPE Allocation 
from OHA was based on 
population and distributed 
through resource requests 
from each county. This pro-
cess was not optimal in that 
counties that had COVID-19 
positive patients were run-
ning out of PPE allocation 
and the request process was 
too lengthy.

Upon approval by the 
MAG, OHA changed to 
regular PPE bulk shipments 
of received, purchased and 
donated items to all counties 
and tribes. This new process 
does not require counties 
and tribes to submit requests 
for individual locations. The 
shipments are made to one 
location in each county or 
tribe. 

If allotment is too small 
to ship, it may be delayed 
to the next shipment. The 

state will retain 30 percent 
for state agencies, life safety 
(urgent hospital or EMS 
requests over and above the 
distribution a county is able 
to provide) requests and OHA 
Operations missions (such 
as responding to a specific 
outbreak). If counties identify 
an urgent need, those are 
handled separately.

The MAG plans to meet as 
needed to update the allo-
cation. A reallocation could 
account for any additional 
supplies received from fed-
eral or other sources, or for 
greater impact of COVID-19 
in some communities com-
pared to others. 

McCraw said he hope to 
have additional deliveries 
but is uncertain as to when or 
how much will be received.

Lt. Gordon McCraw, the Tillamook County director of emergency management 
and incident commander for the Tillamook County COVID-19 Incident Command 
Team, accepted a shipment of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) from the 
Oregon Health Authority (OHA) on Saturday, April 4. 

with sick patients. Vacasa 
employees have been in-
structed to stay home if they 
are feeling ill to minimize 
the risk of spreading illness.

Vacasa notified employ-
ees at the end of March that 
it is laying off an unspecified 
number of workers, cutting 
the hours of others in half, 
and reducing executive pay.

The Oregonian reported 
that Vacasa was Oregon’s 
most promising company in 
a generation, raising more 
than $500 million in outside 
investment that valued the 
business at more than $1 bil-

lion. But the hospitality and 
lodging industry has been 
walloped by the coronavi-
rus outbreak, with vacation 
travel all but ceasing as 
people seek to protect them-
selves from infection.

“With rapidly evolv-
ing travel restrictions and 
closures in popular vacation 
destinations like ski resorts 
and beaches, we are see-
ing a significant decline in 
reservations and revenue,” 
Vacasa said in a written 
statement. “To preserve the 
longevity of our business, 
we have to make proactive 
and significant cost adjust-
ments, including staffing 
changes across the organi-
zation.”

Privately held Vacasa also 
maintains vacation homes 

for property owners. It has 
6,000 employees world-
wide. While Vacasa did not 
say how many employees 
would be laid off or how 
many would have hours cut, 
the company did say that 
interim CEO Matt Roberts 
would take no pay through 
the end of the year and that 
other executives will have 
their compensation reduced 
by half.

Gov. Kate Brown has 
urged Oregonians to stay 
home. She said people 
should “stay home, stay 
healthy,” and she has banned 
large gathering and closed 
schools because of the coro-
navirus.

City of Manzanita staff is-
sued a press release Tuesday, 
April 7, outlining staying at 

home guidelines for second 
home owners. The press 
release said Manzanita city 
staff have received a number 
of complaints from citizens 
over the past week regard-
ing those who own second 
homes in the area choosing 
Manzanita over their pri-
mary residences.

“We highly encourage 
everyone with homes in 
Manzanita to please stay 
home at their permanent 
or primary residence,” the 
press release said. “Manza-
nita, and the rest of Tilla-
mook County have limited 
resources, including food, 
general supplies, and an 
extremely limited amount of 
hospital beds and medical 
care facilities.”

“In addition, there is the 

added concern about those 
traveling from a more highly 
infected area bringing the 
virus to Manzanita that has, 
thus far, been effective in 
preventing wide-spread 
infection,” the press release 
said.

Manzanita does not have 
the authority to force a sec-
ond-home owner to leave or 
to enter homes and enforce 
social distancing mandates, 
count occupants or issue 
tickets if multiple cars are le-
gally parks outside a home, 
the press release continued. 
Street closures and identity 
checkpoints are also out of 
the question.

It was asked that resi-
dents do not contact city 
staff because of strange 
people or vehicles in town to 

ensure limited resources are 
used only to pursue serious 
complaints about stay home 
mandates. Contact 911 for 
emergencies; for non-emer-
gency situations you can call 
and leave a message at the 
Manzanita Police Depart-
ment 503-368-7229.

“The City is standing 
ready to aid in gaining com-
pliance during this emer-
gency and will follow-up 
with reported violations,” 
the press release said. “The 
city will follow up on 
complaints by first attempt-
ing to educate potential 
violators. If education fails 
to gain compliance, the City 
may, by the language in the 
executive order, cite individ-
uals with a Class C Misde-
meanor.”

n Vacasa
Continued from Page 1
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Camping closures at parks, forests, wildlife areas
Three Oregon state agen-

cies will suspend camping 
to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(OPRD) will accommodate 
current overnight guests 
through Thursday, April 2. 
Reservations for all state 
park stays from April 3 to 
and including May 8 will 
be canceled and site fees 
refunded. Before May 8, 
the department will review 
the state park campground 
closure to decide whether it 
should be extended. 

The decision affects all 
individual and group over-
night facilities: campsites, 
yurts, cabins, tepees, and 
services operated by con-
cessionaires. The suspended 

service also affects reser-
vations for group day-use 
areas.

The Oregon Department 
of Forestry maintains camp-
grounds in the Clatsop, San-
tiam, and Tillamook State 
Forests. Most campgrounds 
are currently closed for the 
season and will not reopen 
for individual or group use. 
Year-round campgrounds 
will close starting on Mon-
day, March 23. 

All day-use and camp-
ground restrooms are 
temporarily closed due to 
limited janitorial services. 
A reopening date for all 
restrooms and state forest 
campgrounds has not yet 
been determined. During 
this time, trails, forest roads 
and trailheads on state 

forestlands will remain open 
to the public.

The Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW) is closing its 
Wildlife Areas to overnight 
camping effective Sunday, 
March 22. The closure 
affects both dispersed 
camping and established 
campgrounds. Several wild-
life areas are also currently 
fully or partially closed to 
all visitors as part of annual 
seasonal closures to protect 
wintering wildlife. 

While camping will be 
prohibited, wildlife areas 
that are currently open 
remain open to visitors for 
day-use activities including 
wildlife viewing, fishing, 
hunting and other outdoor 
recreation. See the ODFW 

Wildlife Area Visitor Guide 
for more information. 

The Tillamook County 
Parks Department sus-
pended overnight camping 
in its campgrounds to mini-
mize close contact between 
individuals.  The parks 
department strives to ensure 
the safety of its employees, 
volunteers, and visiting 
public, the agency said in a 
press release. Refunds will 
be given for cancelled reser-
vations, less the non-refund-
able transaction fee.  

State park, forest, and 
wildlife area camping areas 
are built into relatively small 
areas by design. Maintaining 
social distance is difficult. 
Working with fewer staff 
and volunteers is becoming 
a reality, making it difficult 

to maintain proper cleaning 
procedures. 

OPRD said to support the 
state goal of reducing trans-
mission of COVID-19, tem-
porary campground closures 
are necessary. The details of 
these actions—such as dates 
and affected programs—are 
under constant review and 
will change as new informa-
tion develops.

This will reduce long-
distance travel for many 
people, but all state natural 
resource agencies remind 
Oregonians that a local 
outdoor experience can 
improve our mental and 
physical health, especially 
now. Daytime activities are 
still widely available and en-
couraged. The usual remind-
ers, plus the new COVID-19 

guidelines, apply:
• Prepare for your visit 

with the clothing, supplies, 
and knowledge you need to 
have a safe visit.

• If you’re ill, stay home.
• Cover sneezes and 

coughs with a tissue (then 
throw it away) or inside of 
your elbow.

• Avoid touching your 
face.

• Wash regularly with 
soap and water for at least 
20 seconds. It’s up to you to 
practice good personal hy-
giene, and not every place at 
every park can be kept clean 
all the time.

• If place is so crowded 
you can’t maintain a healthy 
social distance—at least six 
feet—find a different place 
to go.

Tighter social distancing 
measures: ‘Stay home, save lives’

Gov. Kate Brown Monday, March 
23, issued Executive Order 20-12, 
directing everyone in Oregon to stay 
at home to the maximum extent pos-
sible and adding to the list of busi-
nesses that will be temporarily closed 
to stem the spread of COVID-19 in 
Oregon. The order is effective im-
mediately and remains in effect until 
ended by the governor.

Brown’s remarks follow:
“We are learning more about this 

virus and how people react to it every 
day. Not just from a medical stand-
point, but from a social and behav-
ioral standpoint.

“I started by asking Oregonians to 
stay home and practice social distanc-
ing. Then I urged the public to follow 
these recommendations. Instead, 
thousands crowded the beaches of 
our coastal communities, our trails, 
our parks, and our city streets, po-
tentially spreading COVID-19 and 
endangering the lives of others across 
the state. Now, I’m ordering it. To 
save lives and protect our commu-
nity.

“Today, I am issuing a new exec-
utive order further requiring social 
distancing measures because we 
know this is the most effective way to 
flatten the curve and slow the spread 
of this virus. I hope everyone in Ore-
gon abides by its core message: stay 
home unless absolutely necessary.

“Staying home both keeps you safe 
from infection and ensures you do 
not unknowingly infect others.

“We’ve already put a number of 
measures forward specifically aimed 
at increasing hospital capacity, such 
as cutting down on non-emergency 
care, so we conserve masks, gloves, 
and gowns to save the lives of the 
health care workers who are working 
so hard to save others. All of these 
things add up, and by slowing the 
infection rate, we preserve hospital 
beds so that there will be one avail-
able if and when you need it.

“None of us have ever been 
through this before, and that means 
there is no way to know exactly 
what lies ahead. We don’t know yet 
when this outbreak will end, or what 
changes this will bring for our state 
and for our country. But I want to 
make sure that we’ve done all we can 
to end it as quickly as possible.”

About the order:
All non-essential social and recre-

ational gatherings of individuals are 
prohibited immediately, regardless 
of size, if a distance of at least six 
feet between individuals cannot be 
maintained. Gatherings of members 

of the same residential household are 
permitted.

It closes and prohibits shopping 
at specific categories of retail busi-
nesses, for which close personal 
contact is difficult to avoid, such as 
arcades, barber shops, hair salons, 
gyms and fitness studios, skating 
rinks, theaters, and yoga studios.

It requires businesses not closed by 
the order to implement social distanc-
ing policies in order to remain open 
and requires workplaces to imple-
ment teleworking and work-at-home 
options when possible.

It directs Oregonians to stay home 
whenever possible, while permitting 
activities outside the home when 
social distance is maintained.

It closes playgrounds, sports 
courts, and skate parks, among other 
types of outdoor recreation facilities. 
Those that remain open are required 
to strictly adhere to social distancing 
guidelines.

It outlines new guidelines for child 
care facilities, setting limits and rules 
on amounts of children allowed in 
care, and outlining that child care 
groups may not change participants.

Failure to comply with the order 
will be considered an immediate 
danger to public health and subject to 
a Class C misdemeanor.

The governor’s office said follow-
ing the order would save lives while 
still allowing businesses to function 
if they can protect employees and 
customers through social distancing.

While many businesses and organi-
zations that are heavily dependent on 
foot traffic and in-person interactions 
have already closed or will close 
under the expanded order, other busi-
nesses that make robust plans to meet 
social distancing requirements—and 
enforce those requirements—may 
remain in operation, preserving jobs 
while ensuring health.

This distinction from closing all 
businesses except for those catego-
rized as essential as mandated in other 
states, aims to minimize unintended 
consequences and add clarity for 
businesses who can adjust their busi-
ness models to accommodate vital 
social distancing measures.

“This order is designed to flatten 
the curve over the coming weeks, 
preserving scarce hospital space and 
equipment. It will also ensure that 
any place of business that remains 
operational does its part to enforce 
social distancing rules,” Brown said. 
“It is designed to be more sustainable 
over time, to allow Oregonians to 
keep their jobs when their work does 

not add to the growth of COVID-19 
in Oregon.”

Retail businesses closed by Execu-
tive Order 20-12 include:

Shopping: Outdoor and indoor 
malls and retail complexes, although 
individual types of businesses not 
subject to the measures may stay 
open.

Fitness: Gyms, sports and fitness 
centers, health clubs, and exercise 
studios

Grooming: Barbershops, beauty 
and nail salons, and non-medical 
wellness spas

Entertainment: Theaters, amuse-
ment parks, arcades, bowling alleys, 
and pool halls

Other retail businesses will not be 
able to continue to operate unless they 
can implement strict social distancing 
measures and designate an employee 
or officer charged with ensuring 
compliance. Retail businesses able 
to adapt to take-out style shopping 
experiences can also remain open.

If businesses can have employees 
work from home, then they must do 
so. Many of the businesses outlined 
in the order have voluntarily closed 
their doors already, to do their part 
to protect Oregon’s communities. 
In addition, non-retail businesses 
like manufacturers and the construc-
tion industry must ensure that their 
employees are maintaining social 
distancing measures.

Please read the full details on all 
businesses listed in the executive 
order here.

In addition to businesses, Exec-
utive Order 20-12 also orders state 
executive branch offices and build-
ings to close to the public and provide 
public services by phone to the extent 
possible. When public services re-
quire in-person interactions, the order 
requires social distancing measures to 
be implemented and enforced.

State agencies must also facilitate 
telework and work-at-home for state 
employees whenever possible. While 
the order does not apply to local, 
federal, or tribal governments, those 
governments are strongly encouraged 
to follow these directives.

The order also directs state agen-
cies to close parks and other outdoor 
spaces where social distancing cannot 
be maintained––expanding on actions 
already taken by the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department.

All coronavirus executive orders 
will be posted on the Oregon Coro-
navirus Information and Resources 
Page after they have been issued and 
signed.

Sue Dindia-Gray
NCRD Aquatics

The 30th Annual Pool-A-Thon held 
Feb. 22, 2020 was extremely prosperous. 
$18,720.00 has been raised so far with 
additional donations still trickling in. 
2,474 lengths (35 miles) were swam by 57 
enthusiastic swimmers. In addition, there 
were 18 participants who were not able 
to swim but were kind enough to solicit 
donations towards our cause.

This event raised funds to help keep 
the NCRD/ Nehalem Elementary School 
Swim Program afloat. All proceeds from 
the Pool-A-Thon go directly towards the 
School Swim Instruction & Water Safety 
Awareness Program which impacts the 
lives of all students, kindergarten through 
5th grade, as well as the adaptive swim 

students of District #56.
Many thanks go to the 75 student 

participants. Because of their enthusiasm, 
hard work, and passion for swimming, the 
event was a SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT.

To the parents and families of these 
kids, we are truly appreciative for the 
time and energy you gave to your child 
throughout the Pool-A-Thon. Thanks for 
being the backbone of the fundraiser. You 
all are WONDERFUL.

An extended thank-you to all the gener-
ous donors. By pledging a swimmer, you 
have validated the importance of this vital 
program which enhances the lives of over 
200 children. We are fortunate to have the 
support and encouragement of a caring 
community.

The legacy of the 90-year-old Nehalem 
School Swim Program lives on.

Bravo Pool-A-Thon participants 
and benevolent donors
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HH20-124
Nehalem Bay 

Health District

1st Notice of Budget 
Committee Meeting

The Budget Com-
mittee of the Nehalem 
Bay Health District, 
(NBHD), Tillamook 
County, state of Oregon 
will meet in accordance 
with ORS 440.403 
Oregon. This will be a 
virtual meeting open to 
the public. Members of 
the public who wish to 
participate will need to 
request a password from 
the District via email 
nhbdistrict@gmail.
com. The purpose of this 
meeting is to discuss 
the budget for the fiscal 
year July 31, 2020 to 
June 30, 2021.  This is 
virtual meeting and will 
take place on the 30th 
day of April 2020, at 
7PM.  The Committee 
may opt for a continu-
ance of deliberations on 
May 7th at 7PM. The 
purpose is; to receive the 
budget message, review 
the draft budget, modify 
as needed and approve 
the budget.  Any person 
may participate in the 
meeting and discuss the 
proposed programs with 
the Budget Committee.  
A copy of the proposed 
budget may be inspected 
on or after April 22nd, 
2020 in the Main Lobby 
at 278 Rowe Street, 
Wheeler, Oregon.

Public Notice

Like us on 
Facebook
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20 Years Experience in Tillamook County

503-801-6016

Engineering
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Attorney

Realty

Landscaping

Astro
& Odie

FREE
ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H40845

Floor Covering

johnaedgar@outlook.com
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Construction

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC
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• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel

Highlight of the Week

Business     Service Directory& To advertise call 503-842-7535 
or email Katherine at 

headlightads@countrymedia.net

H
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Business     Service 
Directory

&
To advertise

Call 503-842-7535 

Citizen
North Coast

This position is a middle-management position in 
Assisted Living working closely with the Director 
and the RN. The RCC helps with resident Service 
Plans, works with doctors & pharmacies, and outside agencies. Helps with 
documentation, state compliance, data entry, and assists Med-Aides.

Required experience:
2 years  in a healthcare related industry
2 years data entry 
Time management/organizational skills
Friendly disposition and professional demeanor
A caring heart

We are looking for someone who is looking for stability in a highly 
rewarding field.  Do you have a passion for making a difference in the lives 
of others?  Please apply in person today! 
Or email resume: tdelano@careinc.org

NOW INTERVIEWING
RESIDENT CARE 
COORDINATOR

H48697

 

 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141 

 

Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!  

We are looking for the following positions: 

RN or LPN: Part-time 

CNA: Full or Part time (Ask about our sign on 
bonus!) 

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at  

https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/ 

Walk – Ins welcome! 

280 Rowe Street, Wheeler Oregon 97141
Are you hard working, friendly, and reliable? 

Perfect! Join us and get involved!
We are looking for the following positions:

RN/LPN: Full-time
Dietary Aide: Full-time
CNA: Full or Part-time

COOK: Full or Part-time 
(Ask about our sign on bonus!)

For details, call 503-368-5171 ext 3115, or apply online at 
https://nehalemcarecenter.com/careers/

Walk – Ins welcome! H48791

16156 Hwy 101 South • P.O. Box 1956 • Brookings, Oregon 97415
Phone (541) 469-5341  •  Fax (541) 469-5543

CCB # 29995 CCLB# 456696

Established Construction company seeking Rock Crusher 
Foreman (crushing and managing experience preferred).

Responsibilities include:
• Overseeing the operations of portable and stationary rock crusher
• Operating various types of heavy equipment including front end   
 loaders, excavators, dozers and more
• Maintenance of equipment • Managing 3 to 5-man crew
• Complete daily paperwork • MSHA experience preferred
• Follow all company safety policies • Must have valid drivers license
• Must pass pre-employment drug screening

Pay range $18 to $28/hr and depends on experience. 
Benefits include company paid health insurance, life insurance, 
401k match AND 401k profit share.

Email resumes to info@twcontractors.com.

We are an equal opportunity employer. Women, minorities, veterans and individu-
als with disabilities are encouraged to apply.
This contractor and subcontractor abides by the requirements of 41 CFR 60-1.4(a), 
60-300.5(a) and 60-741.5(a H48859

NOW HIRING
Office Assistant and Administrative Assistant

Tillamook County Transportation District
Full Time Positions. 

Competitive wages and full benefit package.
Application and job descriptions available online at www.tillamookbus.com

Submit completed Applications to:
Tillamook County Transportation District

Attn: Office / Administrative Assistant Positions
3600 Third St., Suite A, Tillamook, OR 97141

Fax: 503-815-2834 or e-mail: 
employment@tillamookbus.com

Open Until Filled

TCTD is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer 
with a commitment to a diverse and inclusive workforce. 
Qualified veterans are encouraged to apply. Please direct 

reasonable accommodation requests to HR.

H
48

86
0

To be a part of our 
Coastal Flavors Section 

Contact Katherine at
503-842-7535 

headlightads@countrymedia.net 
Reservations deadline: 5:00 PM Friday

H
4

4
4

2
2

Let us help you promote your business 
throughout the Columbia-Pacific Region 

• Print Media       • Website Advertising
• Social Media Marketing
• Fibre/Cyber Packages
• Website Development & Hosting

For your free consultation contact 
Katherine at 503-842-7535 or 
email headlightads@countrymedia.net.
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Discover North County!
Unique Shops        Events        Lodging        Real Estate        Services

503-355-2010 (Office)
503-355-3011 (Fax)

165 S Miller Street / PO Box 551
Rockaway Beach, OR 97136

Office License #201206260

Call Us For A Free Market Analysis
Of Your Home’s Value!

Let our licensed brokers guide you through 
the process of buying or selling your home!

#1 office in Rockaway Beach!
Open 7 Days a Week!

All brokers licensed in the State of Oregon.

H
44796

Place your 
business here!

Your ad will alternate 
weekly between the

 Tillamook Headlight Herald 
and North Coast Citizen.

Price includes online placement
1 Col x 2”  $18  •  2 Col x 2”  $30

        Contact Katherine at:
headlightads@countrymedia.net

503-842-7535
H44179

We also have plenty of great Vacant Lots for you to build your own. All RE/MAX offices are independently owned and operated.

H
48

91
5

Real Estate standards 
for those with

“Higher” Expectations.
 

above the crowd!

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Top 1% in sales 
year after year

GREAT OCEAN VIEW

All listed agents above are ‘Licensed in Oregon’

1675 Cooper

Seaside • $389,000

V/L Hwy 101

Manzanita • $389,000

Coastal Advantage®
219 N Hemlock, in ‘The Courtyard Center’ 

Downtown Cannon Beach
P.O. Box 1147 • Cannon Beach, OR 97110

503.436.1777
Our Manzanita Office

430 Laneda Downtown Manzanita
503.368.1777

www.CoastalAdvantage.com
Please visit our web site to view EVERY LISTING on the coast

Marty Giguiere
Owner/Broker
c. 503.440.7676

Mr007@pacifier.com

Alaina Giguiere
Owner/Principal Broker

c. 503.440.3202
AlainaGiguiere@mac.com

Susan Tone
Broker

c. 503.354.4072
SusanTone@nehalemtel.net

Kimberly Brown
Broker

c. 360.827.5605
RemaxAgentKim@gmail.com

Andrea Mace
Broker

c. 503.440.4024
Andrea.Mace1@gmail.com

Shelley Parker
Broker

c. 503.739.1977
Shelley.parker@mail.com

Abbas Atwi
Broker

c. 503.310.8464
abbas.atwi@remax.net

Egrane Brown
 Broker

c. 503.440.1648
EgraneBrown@gmail.com

@ /REMAXCoastalAdvantage

1821 S Edgewood

Seaside • $359,000

132 E Surfcrest B2

Cannon Beach • $72,500

1868 Pacific

Cannon Beach • $3,495,000

OCEAN FRONT
194 Tok Ln

Cannon Beach • $1,695,000

OCEAN FRONT
38570 Beulah Reed Dr

Neakanie • $2,100,000

OCEAN FRONT

DUPLEX-594 / 596 Elm St

Cannon Beach • $515,000

164 Susitna

Cannon Beach • $499,999

414 Ocean

Manzanita • $495,000

Cannon Beach • $489,000

148 E Dawes

SALE
PENDING

11410 Evergreen Way 

Nehalem • $275,000

SALE
PENDING

769 Greenridge

Manzanita • $539,000

NEW LISTIN
G

78 Idaho

Manzanita • $635,000

NEW LISTIN
G

2885 Mill Pond

Astoria • $595,000

RIVER FRONT SALE
PENDING

Clark Miller Therapy is operating via video/audio connections from a distance. 
Photo by Hillary Dorsey. 

Hilary Dorsey
For The Gazette

Businesses continue to 
serve Manzanita and the 
surrounding areas during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Clark Miller Therapy
Clark Miller, a licensed 

clinical social worker at 
Manzanita’s Clark Miller 
Therapy, has implemented 
telehealth sessions for his 
clients. It involves inter-
acting with a client over a 
video/audio connection from 
a distance, as with Skype, 
FaceTime and Zoom, for 
example. 

“Like many other be-
havioral health providers, 
I’ve started using telehealth 
to provide sone level of 
supportive counseling and 
assistance through the crisis 
for individuals who are at 
elevated risk of contracting 
or spreading the virus,” 
Miller said. 

“It’s easy to use from the 
patient’s home, and insur-
ance payers are adjusting 
to cover the session as they 
would face-to-face ses-
sions.”

If clients want to access 
a telehealth session, Miller 
said, he can be messaged 
through the portal or retrieve 
a voicemail at 971-324-
0061. 

He added that if clients 
are not having symptoms 
indicating risk of infection, 
have not traveled out of the 
area, have not been exposed 
and are without other risk 
factors, sessions are likely 
to continue face-to-face in 
Manzanita, with social dis-
tancing as prevention. 

If a client does have an 
indication of risk factors, 
they can set up a telehealth 
session from their home. All 
is needed is a good internet 
connection, and a laptop or 
other device that provides 
two-way video and audio. 

Miller’s home community 
is the Nehalem Bay and 
Wheeler/Manzanita area. He 
said he started his practice 
about a year ago and also 
has been commuting to work 
full-time four days a week in 
Forks, Washington. 

“I left that position this 
week to return to this area, 
again full-time, where I 
will expand my hours at 
Clark Miller Therapy and 
will join a practice group in 
Astoria – Lagom – seeing 
patients there Thursdays and 
Fridays,” Miller said. 

Current practice hours 
in Manzanita are all day 
Saturday through Monday, 
and Tuesday mornings. New 
clients can use the website 
to schedule a free initial 
meeting. 

As a licensed behavioral 
health provider, Miller is a 

member of the Nehalem Bay 
Emergency Volunteer Corps 
and Medical Reserve Corps.  

Sea Level Bakery + Coffee
On March 19, Cannon 

Beach’s Sea Level Bakery + 
Coffee made the decision to 
temporarily close for regular 
service. Co-owner Jason 
Menke said he needed to 
take a step back and evaluate 
the best course of action for 
the staff, community and 
business. 

“We love sharing our 
space with the community 
and pride ourselves on doing 
our best to minimize the use 
of disposables,” Menke said. 
“The thought of going to 
carry-out was, and continues 
to be, tough to stomach.”

Menke said he began 
imagining what it might 
look like to open the doors 
again in a takeout-only for-
mat. He brainstormed with 
the team about ways to keep 
the staff and the community 
safe. 

“Friends in our commu-
nity offered to help,” Menke 
said. “Cannon Beach local 
Micah Davis offered to dig in 
and set up our online order-
ing system, a key component 
in our ability to minimize 
touchpoints.”

Davis, who runs e-com-
merce for Danner Footwear, 
updated the entire website, 
which had not received much 

tuning since it was created in 
2014, Menke said. 

Cannon Beach local Jen 
Yih added fresh photos to the 
site. “Jen’s a multi-talented 
freelance marketer, who 
happens to have a passion for 
food/beverage photography,” 
Menke said. 

“She was also in a Honda 
Super Bowl commercial.”

Aided by Cannon Beach’s 
newly found sleepiness 
caused by the temporary ban 
on short-term rentals, Menke 
said they felt cautiously opti-

mistic about giving the new 
system a trial run. 

Changes to internal op-
erations included no public 
access to the building, order 
fulfillment via curbside 
pickup or at the door with 
greater than six feet of dis-
tance from staff members, re-
duced hours to limit the num-
ber of employees working 
at any given time, increased 
handwashing, and increased 
cleaning and sanitizing. 

Customers can order 
ahead for curbside pickup 

through sealevelbakery.com/
order, order cashless at the 
front door with one at a time 
using the ramp, or call 503-
436-4254 to place an order. 

“In a culture gripped by 
fear, it’s brought such joy 
to see our team rise to the 
occasion and find a way for-
ward,” Menke said. “We’re 
moving forward the best and 
safest way we know how, 
while taking the situation se-
riously. We’re more grateful 
than ever to be serving our 
community.” 

Some local companies still making it work

Off-site county offices closed until further notice
The Tillamook Board of County Com-

missioners voted unanimously on Wednes-
day, March 25, to prioritize employee 
health and close the courthouse and off-site 
county offices until further notice to all 
but essential personnel in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. The order is effective at 
5 p.m. March 25.

“People are our greatest asset,” said 
Tillamook County Commission Chair, 

Bill Baertlein, in a press release. “The 
health of our staff and their families and by 
extension, the entire community, is our top 
priority. We have the opportunity right now 
to encourage people to stay at home before 
they get sick, and that’s what we’re going 
to do.”

The county will continue providing 
essential services. The Tillamook County 
Health Department will remain open. 

Other county offices providing essential 
services will be closed to the public and 
remain open for business via phone and 
email.

“We want to take this opportunity to 
encourage our community to stay home 
and continue socially isolating,” Baertlein 
said. “We all know and love people who 
might not survive this virus. It will take all 
of us to prevent it from spreading in Tilla-

mook County. Let’s all take this seriously 
and look out for one another. We’re in this 
together.”

The commissioners will hold public 
county leadership meetings via conference 
call on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings at 8 a.m. You can find the call-in 
number and access code on the county’s 
website on the ‘COVID-19 Updates’ page.

Tillamook County Library 
closes all libraries, programming

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown is-
sued Executive Order No. 2005 
on Thursday, March 12, pro-
hibiting large gatherings due to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19). 
The order prohibits large so-
cial, spiritual and recreational 
gatherings of 250 people or 
more across the state. 

Brown has ordered the 
implementation of social dis-
tancing measures recommend-
ing the cancellation of events 
hosting more than 10 persons 
in high risk populations. She 
has also closed all schools in 

the state of Oregon.
In compliance with these 

measures, and in following 
recommendations by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), and 
the American Library Associ-
ation, the Tillamook County 
Library has decided to close all 
its facilities effective immedi-
ately, as of 5:30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 14. This includes librar-
ies in Tillamook, Manzanita, 
Rockaway Beach, Garibaldi, 
Bay City, Pacific City, and the 
county Bookmobile.

In lieu of services at library 
locations, take advantage of 
their large “virtual library” 
online. Through their website 
(www.tillabook.org) you can 
access much information and 
entertainment from the comfort 
of your own home. They have 
audiobooks, e-books, movies, 
TV shows, music, graphic 
novels and more for you to en-
joy without even stepping out 
of your house. You can even 
learn a foreign language using 
their Mango language learning 
system. 
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