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WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Work is progressing on schedule and 
budget at the Nehalem Valley Health Dis-
trict’s new clinic and pharmacy building 
in Wheeler, keeping the project on pace 
for completion in early September and a 
grand opening a month later.

Crews are currently working to com-

plete the roughing in process for different 
utilities and will then move onto hang-
ing drywall in the coming weeks. Marc 
Johnson, President of the Nehalem Valley 
Health District (NVHD) Board of Direc-
tors, said that he was excited to see the 
project take shape and believed it would 
be a great asset for the community.

“I’m going to go out on a limb and say 
that I think people will be really pleased 
with this building when it is complete,” 
Johnson said.

Work on the $12.2-million facility 
began last July with a groundbreaking 
ceremony and represents the first step in 
a $15.5-million makeover of the district’s 
facilities, the majority of which is being 
financed by a $10.25-million bond ap-
proved by voters in May 2023.

Kevin McMurry, a senior superinten-
dent with Bremik Construction oversee-
ing the project, recently gave the Head-
light Herald and Johnson a tour of the 
construction.

The facility’s first floor will be home 
to the district’s medical clinic and phar-
macy, which will have separate entrances 
to reduce congestion. The new clinic will 
be home to 15 exam rooms, more than 
doubling the current clinic’s seven, allow-
ing for much greater efficiency as care 
teams will be able to accommodate mul-
tiple patients at the same time, according 
to Johnson.

The floor will also have an x-ray 

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

As 450 concerned constit-
uents packed the Neah-Kah-
Nie High School gymnasium 
on February 22, Senator Jeff 
Merkley and Congresswoman 
Suzanne Bonamici sounded 
the alarm about the Trump 
administration’s early actions.

Merkley said that the mo-
ment represented a constitu-
tional crisis and both exhorted 
worried citizens to contact 
representatives and join po-
litically active groups.

“Our system is built on an 
understanding the executive 
will obey the laws, and when 
the executive stops obeying 
the law, everything starts to 

See JAVADI, Page A3

See TOWN HALL, Page A3

Merkley, Bonamici sound alarm on 
‘constitutional crisis’ at Tillamook town hall

NVHD clinic on track for October opening

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

With 2025’s long legislative session in 
full swing in Salem, Representative Cyrus 
Javadi is working hard to push for a change 
to Oregon’s transient lodging tax allotment 
requirements.

Counties along the coast have been clam-
oring for a change in the allotment as their 
budgets are stretched tight by restrictions 
on property tax increases coupled with a 
growing number of visitors who are straining 
public safety and infrastructure resources. 
Javadi said that though similar proposals 
have failed in the face of withering opposi-
tion from the Oregon Restaurant and Lodg-
ing Association (ORLA), he feels like there 
is a strong chance for a change this year, as 
more legislators become familiar with the 
issue.

“As we started having those discussions in 
the building here at the capitol, it was clear 
that there were a lot of legislators who would 
like to see something changed with the tran-
sient lodging tax,” Javadi said.

Passed in 2003, House Bill 2267 es-
tablished the current regime for transient 
lodging tax (TLT) collection across the State 
of Oregon. The bill allowed city and county 
governments to institute a TLT in their juris-
diction and required that the revenues gener-
ated by the tax be split, with 70% dedicated 
to the construction of tourism-related facili-
ties or tourism promotion, while the remain-
ing 30% could be used for any purpose.

Most jurisdictions across the state have 
since instituted a TLT, but as tourism has 
boomed in certain areas of the state with 
small populations, particularly along the 
coast and in Hood River and Deschutes 
Counties, problems have arisen. With prop-
erty taxes frozen and the assessed value of 
properties limited to 3% annual increases, 
jurisdictions in these areas have found their 
budgets crunched as they try to handle the 
emergency response and infrastructure needs 
generated by large numbers of visitors.

For at least a decade, members of those 
communities have proposed changing the 
split and Javadi said that it had been one of 
the main issues raised throughout his time 
campaigning and serving in Salem. “This 
was an issue brought to my attention from 
the very first day that I announced I was 
going to run for office in 2021,” Javadi said, 
“and that was that the transient lodging tax 
was a potential solution to some budget is-
sues at the county and city level.”

After spending his first term in Salem 
getting familiar with the legislature and its 
processes, Javadi focused on the issue in his 
2024 campaign for reelection and has made 
it his main priority in this year’s long ses-
sion. 

Currently, there are two bills on the table 
to address the issue. The first, proposed by 
Javadi in his campaign, would see a group 
of counties with high tourism designated 
for a different split in the tax’s allocation, 
with 50% of TLT revenues made available to 
the counties’ general funds. The second bill 
would simply change the definition section 
of the current bill to include law enforcement 
and tourist facility maintenance in the al-
lowed expenditures for the 70% of restricted 
funds.

Both bills are going to begin the legisla-

Javadi pushes 
TLT reform 
in Salem

Senator Jeff Merkley and Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici field questions from the large crowd at Neah-Kah-Nie High School on February 22.

Merkley and Bonamici both implored constituents to stay engaged on concerns they had about actions by the Trump 
Administration.

Representative Cyrus Javadi

See NVHD CLINIC, Page A5
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ATTENTION ALL 
NEAH-KAH-NIE GRADUATES

ATTENTION ALL 
NEAH-KAH-NIE GRADUATES

The Neah-Kah-Nie District #56 Graduate 
Scholarship Committee will be awarding 
over $20,000 in scholarships this 
coming May.

Any graduate of Neah-Kah-Nie High 
School from 1954 forward who wishes 
to pursue advanced academic, vocational 
or technical education can apply.  

Application deadline is April 1st, 2025

Applications may be obtained at the 
Neah-Kah-Nie High School Office, by 

contacting Guidance Counselor Esther Troyer 
at esthert@nknsd.org, or go to

sites.google.com/view/
nkngraduatescholarships/
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TCVA fetes tourist industry 
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

The Tillamook Coast 
Visitors Association hosted 
its annual tourism awards 
banquet at the Red Barn at 
the Tillamook Creamery As-
sociation on February 21.

Guests were treated to a 
dinner catered by the cream-
ery association and given a 
virtual tour of tourism across 
the county, with awards 
given to businesses and 
organizations doing standout 
work.

The evening kicked off 
with hors d’oeuvres as guests 
filtered in, before Tillamook 
Coast Visitors Association 
(TCVA) Director Nan Devlin 
welcomed attendees and rec-
ognized the elected officials 
who were present. Devlin 
shared that the association 
has recently hired an admin-

istrations and operations as-
sistant and has a new tourism 
sector coordinator beginning 
on March 1, which will bring 
them to full staffing for the 
first time in a decade.

Devlin then shared a video 
produced by TCVA celebrat-
ing the Cape Meares Loop 
Road Project, which was 
awarded Project of the Year 
in 2024, and another video 
discussing the vision of and 
projects accomplished by 
TCVA.

Dan Haag, TCVA’s trails 
and outdoor recreation 
manager, then talked about 
the association’s work with 
Wheel the World, which 
aims to increase accessibil-
ity and make the process of 
visiting tourist destinations 
seamless for people with 
different needs. Tillamook 
County was named an ac-
cessible destination by the 

program last year and Haag 
shared a video showing some 
of the programs that helped 
the county garner that recog-
nition, including the multiple 
David’s Chair beach wheel-
chairs across the county.

After dinner, Devlin 
returned to the stage and 
began a presentation about 
developments in Tillamook 
Tourism in the past year, 
during which she handed out 
the awards.

Tillamook County His-
torical Society was given an 
award for Excellence in Cul-
tural Heritage in recognition 
for its work to preserve Clo-
verdale’s Main Street. The 
society was founded almost 
40 years ago to preserve the 
county’s history and engages 
with the community through 
hands-on projects, plaques 
that mark sites of historical 
interest, publishing books 

and newsletters, and con-
ducting tours.

The Blimp Base Disc Golf 
Course at the Port of Til-
lamook Bay was recognized 
for Excellence in Outdoor 
Recreation. The disc golf 
course was constructed 
with $8,000 in funding 
from TCVA, $10,000 from 
the Oregon Coast Visitor’s 
Association and a $75,000 
facilities grant from Tilla-
mook County.

Opened last year, the 
course currently comprises 
nine holes on thirty acres 
next to Anderson Hill and 
has welcomed almost 1,000 
players to date. Slade Sa-
pora who has overseen the 
course’s construction said 
that nine more holes will 
be added this year and that 
when complete the course 
will be the only professional-
level course on the Oregon 

Coast. Sapora also said that 
the Tillamook Disc Golf 
Club, which runs the course, 
is now a registered 501(c)3.

D.J. and Jaimie Josi, of 
Josi Farms, were recognized 
for Excellence in Culinary 
Agritourism award for their 
farm stand and work educat-
ing local kids about farming. 

Cape Meares Commu-
nity Association received 
the award for Excellence in 
Community Stewardship 
for their work on a project 
to preserve 107 acres of the 
forest containing the commu-
nity’s watershed. The group 
consummated the purchase 
by partnering with the Con-
servation Fund, which will 
eventually sell the parcel to 
the Cape Meares National 
Wildlife refuge for perma-
nent protection.

Pacific City Fishing 
and Nordic Pirate Guide 

Service were recognized 
for Excellence in Market-
ing and Sidney and Larry 
Oswald were awarded for 
their Excellence in Business 
Development for Twins 
Ranch LLC, which offers a 
bevy of services in Bay City 
and Garibaldi, including 
catering, a restaurant and 
dog grooming.

Rockaway Beach’s 
Sand Dollar Restaurant 
and Lounge was given an 
award for Excellence in 
Accessibility for its owners’ 
dedication to creating an 
environment that is wel-
coming to all. Nehalem’s 
Riverbend Players were 
awarded for Excellence in 
Arts and Culture and the 
City of Manzanita received 
recognition for Excellence 
in Destination Management 
for its recent rebranding and 
wayfinding efforts.

TCVA’s staff, Dan Haag, Lisa Hayden, Nan Devlin, Mariah Surat and Nicole Steen (left to right), during 
the awards presentation ceremony at the banquet.

Mark and Linda Lytle of Pacific City Fishing and Jim Skaar (right) were recognized for excellence in 
marketing at the banquet.

Neah-Kah-Nie superintendent talks budget crunch
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

As his district has taken a 
million-dollar budget haircut 
this year, Neah-Kah-Nie 
Superintendent Tyler Reed is 

working to minimize impacts 
to students and staff and 
continue the district’s strong 
performance.

In a recent interview with 
the Headlight Herald, Reed 
said that he is concerned that 

further cuts could be coming 
to the portion of the district’s 
budget supported by fed-
eral dollars with the recent 
administrative change in 
Washington and that he hoped 
to educate citizens about 
potential impacts.

“We just want to do right 
by kids and our staff and 
continue to be a great asset 
to the Neah-Kah-Nie School 
District,” Reed said.

Neah-Kah-Nie School 
District has historically sat 
in an advantageous financial 
position, supported by strong 
property values in its coastal 
communities and receiving 
$2-3 million annually from 
harvests on timberlands held 
in trust in the Tillamook State 
Forest. This has allowed 
the district to forego fund-
ing from the state, as it does 
not qualify for the school 
equalization fund, though it 
does receive around a million 
dollars towards its roughly 
$15-million annual budget 
from the federal government.

That position of strength 
took a hit last March, how-
ever, when the Oregon Board 
of Forestry approved a habitat 
conservation plan (HCP) for 

western Oregon state forests 
that limits harvest areas and 
consequently volumes to 
comply with federal laws. 
Though the plan still has to be 
approved by federal agencies, 
the Oregon Department of 
Forestry began offering tim-
ber sales under the new plan’s 
constrictions this year, lead-
ing to revenue decreases for 
the department and counties 
and various special districts 
that receive portions of the 
forest funds.

For Neah-Kah-Nie, the 
partial implementation has 
already had a drastic impact, 
with revenue down by 
around a million dollars for 
this fiscal year, according 
to Reed. While the district 
has thus far been able to 
address the falling rev-
enues by reducing training 
expenditures and economiz-
ing building budgets, Reed 
said that further revenue 
cuts would eventually force 
staffing or programmatic 
reductions.

“The HCP is not even 
fully implemented yet and 
so that scares us,” Reed said. 
“And so, what has to happen 
is, I mean, we have to start 

cutting programming or 
staff.”

Since the HCP was ap-
proved, Governor Tina Kotek 
has been working with lead-
ers from the affected timber-
land counties and the Oregon 
Department of Education 
to discuss ways to make up 
for the timber revenue cuts, 
though no potential solutions 
have yet been made public. 
Reed said that he was open 
to any answer put forward 
by the group but that he was 
concerned that Neah-Kah-
Nie’s strong property values 
might lead to its exclusion 
from additional funding.

As the district works to 
get a handle on the implica-
tions of the HCP, a process 
made easier by past boards’ 
prudent fiscal decisions, 
Reed said that he has become 
concerned about the impact 
that changes at the federal 
level could bring.

While he did not have 
any specific fears, Reed said 
that losing part or all the 
$982,667 that the district 
received from Washington in 
fiscal year 2024 would serve 
to exacerbate the existing 
issues and that he wanted to 

share with the community 
the purposes for which those 
dollars are allocated.

The largest federal grant, 
$288,926.39, comes to 
support low-income el-
ementary school students, 
with the second largest 
sum, $222,341.52, used for 
low-income student meal 
reimbursement, a program 
which has been on the 
table in recent budget cuts 
proposed by congressional 
Republicans. The next largest 
recipients of federal dollars 
are Neah-Kah-Nie’s special 
education program, which 
received $139,970.51, and its 
college and career readiness 
program, which received 
$104,828.

The balance of the funding 
comes through a bevy of dif-
ferent grants and programs, 
including those to support 
homeless students, technol-
ogy and rural schools.

This year’s funding is 
secure, as it was dispersed 
to the Oregon Department of 
Education at the beginning of 
the fiscal year last July, and 
any cuts would only come 
into play for next school 
year.
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crumble,” Merkley said. 
“That is a constitutional 
crisis right there that we 
have to confront in a very 
fierce fashion.”

The town hall, one 
of 36 that Merkley hosts 
each year in every Oregon 
county, was moved from its 
traditional location at the 
Officers’ Mess at the Port 
of Tillamook Bay in antici-
pation of large crowds, af-
ter recent town halls have 
drawn crowds of hundreds, 
several times larger than in 
past years.

Throughout the hour-
long meeting, around a 
dozen constituents asked 
questions of the represen-
tatives, with all focused 
on concerns about the 
Trump administration’s 
actions and the Democratic 
response.

Merkley and Bonamici 
both defended their party’s 
response to the Trump 
administration’s aggres-
sive actions, while pointing 
out that being the minority 
party in both the Senate 
and House of Representa-
tives limited their options.

Merkley metioned 
several recent marathon 
budget committee hearings 
where he and fellow Dem-
ocratic senators pushed 
Republicans on the budget 
being proposed, which 
included cuts to Medicaid 
and other social programs. 
Merkley said that he and 
his colleagues had gone 
amendment by amendment 
to force committee Repub-
licans to show where their 
priorities really lay. They 
also proposed an amend-
ment saying that the budget 
would not include tax cuts 
for mega millionaires but 
were rebuffed.

“The whole night just 
put in stark relief what 
the real plan is for team 
Trump,” Merkley said, 
“and to me this is a great 
betrayal because this is a 
president who campaigned 
on defending families and 
then he’s in office and it’s 

about undercutting the pro-
grams that families depend 
on to thrive and giving 
away the government to 
the richest Americans.”

Bonamici said that she 
has been spending time ral-
lying at various agencies, 
including the Department 
of Education and Con-
sumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau to try to bring 
attention to the impacts the 
changes were having.

In response to con-
stituent concerns about the 
Department of Government 
Efficiency, Bonamici said 
that Elon Musk, the depart-
ment’s head, was sharing 
false and misleading infor-
mation about the agency’s 
cuts. Bonamici said that 
she and other Democrats 
were not opposed to 
increasing efficiency, but 
that mass layoffs and pro-
grammatic cuts were not 
the correct approach.

“We can always find 
smarter, better ways to 
do things, like around the 
FAFSA (Free Application 
for Student Aid) rollout, 
you know, that could have 
been a heck of a lot better,” 
Bonamici said, “but you 
don’t just lay people off 
without a plan or with-
out an understanding of 
the consequences of the 
layoffs.”

In addition to concerns 
about the department’s ap-
proach, Bonamici also took 
Musk to task over conflicts 
of interest engendered by 
his companies’ billions 
of dollars in government 
contracts and interactions 
with federal regulators. 
“He has a lot of govern-
ment contracts with a lot of 
business,” Bonamici said, 
“is he doing this for the 
good of the country or is 
he doing this for his profit 
motive?”

Merkley also took 
Musk, Trump and senate 
Republicans to task, call-
ing out threats made by 
President Trump that the 
billionaire would finance 
primary challenges against 
Republicans who op-
posed the confirmation of 
Secretary of Defense Pete 
Hegseth, characterizing it 
as blackmail. 

“Have we ever been at 

a point in our nation where 
the president is essentially 
blackmailing members of 
the senate to get their loy-
alty, rather than a leader-
ship through ideals and a 
passion and just positive 
pathways forward instead 
of blackmailing members 
of the senate,” Merkley 
said. “Those Republican 
senators need to get a 
spine and stand up for our 
country”

Likewise, Merkley 
raised concerns about the 
Supreme Court agreeing 
with the Trump administra-
tion’s arguments for a uni-
tary executive capable of 
cutting programs approved 
by congress and violating 
the separation of powers in 
a way that would effective-
ly turn the president into a 
monarch.

“If you do that, you 
have broken the line 
that’s so essential to the 
separation of the powers, 
between congress writing 

the law and the president 
enacting it,” Merkley said. 
“At that point, we do not 
have a president, we have 
a king or a future queen 
and that’s not okay because 
we are Americans, and 
we stand for the republic. 
Every patriotic American 
is going to have to be in 
the streets and be loud and 
be aggressive to save our 
republic.”

Merkley said that the 
mere specter of such a 
decision was a perfect 
example of the need for 
reform of the Supreme 
Court, mentioning that he 
was arguing for a bill to set 
fixed terms for the court 
and institute a code of 
ethics. Merkley also said 
that the congress needed 
to pass legislation to get 
rid of the Citizens United 
ruling, which said that 
corporations were people 
and entitled to free speech, 
which could take the form 
of political contributions.

In response to questions 
from constituents about 
the best ways for citizens 
to get involved, both urged 
people to continue to be 
engaged.

Bonamici said that 
voters should contact their 
representatives in Wash-
ington to let them know 
about their concerns and 
especially to share sto-
ries about the impacts the 
changes were having on 
their lives. “People are 
really, really wanting us to 
do something, I said a lot 
of it is going to come from 
the people,” Bonamici 
said. “When they start talk-
ing to their representatives 
and saying, ‘look, this is 
not helping us in our rural 
community as well,’ then 
we’re going to start to see 
more people push back, I 
hope.”

Bonamici said that 
people should also work 
to counter false informa-
tion when they hear it from 

friends and family and 
build and strengthen bonds 
within their communi-
ties. “Stay strong and stay 
together,” Bonamici said, 
“some people feel sort of 
overwhelmed and scared, 
which is understandable, 
but that’s part of their goal 
is to wear us down and to 
say, you know, we’re going 
overwhelm you with all 
this.”

Merkley urged con-
cerned citizens to join 
affinity groups, mention-
ing Indivisible, Move 
On, Planned Parenthood 
and the Sierra Club. He 
applauded those in atten-
dance at the town hall for 
acting and implored them 
to continue.

“It’s like, get off the 
sofa,” Merkley said. “If 
you get off the sofa and do 
everything you can and we 
do everything we can, then 
we will turn the table on 
this, really what is a coup.”

Town Hall
Merkley, Bonamici

From Page A1

Several town hall attendees had signs, with one (pictured here) parading around the gym in the leadup to the meeting leading chants against Elon 
Musk.

tive process with a hearing 
in the Emergency Manage-
ment Committee, before 
advancing to the Revenue 
Committee. Javadi said that 
he plans to hold a meeting 
with representatives from 
ORLA, which still opposes 
changes to the split, and 
the Association of Oregon 
Counties and League of Or-
egon Cities, which support 
an update, as well as other 
stakeholders, to come to a 
compromise on which bill 
to move forward.

“I think in the end what 
will happen will be some 
type of compromise in there 
that makes the most sense 
so that we don’t push too 
far but that we don’t make 
the mistake also of not 
going far enough,” Javadi 
said.

While he expects ORLA 
to fight to maintain the cur-
rent split, Javadi said that 
he is bullish on the prospect 

of a bill advancing, given 
the issues that have become 
apparent with the current 
split. Not only have highly 
visited localities struggled 
to meet growing demands 
posed by tourists, they have 
also struggled to spend the 
restricted funds on projects 
as required, with Seaside 
amassing $9 million in 
reserves and Lincoln City 
$6 million.

As for other issues on 
the docket for this session, 
Javadi said that he was 
opposed to increasing the 
fuel or truck mileage taxes 
to help pay for transporta-
tion costs, instead favoring 
cutting down on duplica-
tive costs and increasing 
transparency at the Oregon 
Department of Transporta-
tion. However, he said that 
he expected Democrats to 
use their super majority to 
increase taxes.

Javadi is also sponsoring 
several other bills, includ-
ing the Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan Transparency 
Bill that would require 
the Oregon Department 
of Forestry to share more 
detailed timber harvest pro-

jection data with counties 
to help them map out their 
revenues. “(It’s) so that we 
can make sure the harvest 
levels in the forest man-
agement plans that we’ve 
adopted will provide some 
type of predictability for the 
revenue for counties going 
forward,” Javadi said.

Another bill proposed by 
Javadi would instruct the 
Department of Forestry to 
decrease their lease rates 
for telecommunications 
providers to promote the 
addition of new cell tow-
ers in Northwest Oregon. 
Currently, the department 
charges $40,000 for an 
annual lease for a macro 
tower site while federal 
agencies charge between 
$2,000 and $5,000.

Javadi is also working on 
bills to reduce the minimum 
purchases for businesses to 
use car lock gas stations, 
define homeless camps to 
help cities and counties ad-
dress them and expand OHP 
to cover emergency dental 
procedures for seniors 
while the state applies for 
total coverage with the 
federal government.

Javadi
TLT Reform
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   The Citizen welcomes letters that express readers’ opinions on 
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than 300 words, and must be signed and include the writer’s full 
name, address (including city) and telephone number for verifi-
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Obituaries
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Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

NCLC is hiring Development Co-
ordinator and Facility Manager 
positions. For information see 
nclctrust.org/careers

Employment Opps
515

H2
49
23

 (503) 457-3089
sightunseenshredding@gmail.com

We provide
CONFIDENTIAL 

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
for home or business 

Locally Owned, Member of 
Tillamook Chamber of Commerce

SIGHT UNSEEN SHREDDING, LLC 
License #20-480

Mention this ad and get

Special Offer

75¢ lb Sat. 9 am to 4 pm 
Sun. 11 am to 4 pm 

at the Tillamook Co.
 Fairgrounds

April 26-27, 2025
Saturday, April 30 

9 am to 4 pm 
Sunday, May 1

11 am to 4 pm
• 

FREE ADMISSION
at Tillamook County 

Fairgrounds

Tillamook Beekeepers Association is Presenting 

Bee Day 2022

Citizen
North Coast

Headlight Herald

Brought to you by 
Tillamook County Solid Waste, 
Major Sponsor

Vendors 

Wanted

Call 503-842-7535 
or email Katherine at 

headlightads@countrymedia.net
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machine, both communal 
and private workspaces 
for the clinic staff and 
the clinic’s waiting room, 
which will feature picture 
windows with a view over 
the Nehalem Bay towards 
Neahkahnie Mountain.

On the second floor, 
patients will find a new of-
fering for NVHD, a dental 
clinic. The clinic will 
initially have three chairs, 
with the capability of add-
ing two more, and Johnson 
said that the district is cur-
rently looking for a dentist 
and hygienists to staff it. 
The second floor will also 
house behavioral health 
providers, administrative 

offices and a community 
meeting room.

Johnson said that at a 
recent meeting the district’s 
owner’s representative for 
the project estimated that 
the project was 42% com-
plete. Johnson also said that 
the project was on budget 
and that the owner’s contin-
gency was untouched.

McMurry said that the 
project had used all five 
of its scheduled weather 
delays but that it remained 
on track for a substantial 
completion on the sched-
uled date of September 8. 
“We’ve had a little bit of 
everything on the coast, 
and that’s expected,” Mc-
Murry said.

Following the handover, 
Johnson said that district 
staff will spend about a 
month moving into and 
familiarizing themselves 
with the new facility before 
a grand opening in early 
October. The clinic’s waiting room will feature a panoramic view of Nehalem Bay and Neahkahnie Mountain.

NVHD 
Clinic
On track

From Page A1

Tillamook County criminal convictions
STAFF REPORT

On January 17, Patricia 
Marie Munoz, 39, pled 
no contest to one count of 
menacing, a class A misde-
meanor, committed on or 
about December 27, 2024. 
Munoz was sentenced to 
two years’ probation.

On February 3, Elijah 
Allen Huntsman, 19, pled 
guilty to one count of driv-
ing under the influence of 
intoxicants, a class A mis-
demeanor, committed on 
or about August 21, 2023. 
Huntsman was sentenced 
to two days in jail and two 
years’ bench probation, and 
his driver’s license was 
suspended for one year.

On February 3, Kandyce 
Arlene Cervantes, 33, was 
sentenced after pleading 
guilty on June 24, 2024, 
to one count of criminal 
driving with a suspended 
or revoked license, a class 
A misdemeanor, committed 
on or about April 2, 2024. 
Cervantes was sentenced to 
time served in jail.

On February 3, Tamara 
Marie Harris, 49, pled no 
contest to one count of 
theft in the third degree, a 
class A violation, commit-
ted on or about September 
22, 2024. Harris was fined 
$440.

On February 5, Steven 
Ray Haney, 46, pled no 
contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about August 19, 
2024. Haney was sentenced 
to two days in jail and two 
years’ probation, and his 
driver’s license was sus-
pended for one year.

On February 6, Autumn 
Strang admitted one count 
of being in contempt of 
court and was sentenced to 
18 months’ probation.

On February 7, Nicholas 
Edward Murray, 43, pled 
no contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about November 5, 
2023. Murray was sen-
tenced to a week in jail and 
three years’ probation, and 
his driver’s license was 
suspended for three years.

On February 10, Misty 

Kay Brown, 41, pled no 
contest to one count of at-
tempting to commit a class 
C or unclassified felony, a 
class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or between May 
1, 2023, and September 30, 
2023. Brown’s conviction 
was discharged.

On February 10, Ruben 
Haeden Mata, 27, pled 
guilty to one count of driv-
ing under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about November 10, 
2024. Mata was sentenced 
to two days in jail and 
three years’ probation, 
his driver’s license was 
suspended for three years 
and he was ordered to pay 
$7,041.80 in restitution to 
Lunacy Coffee.

On February 11, Ti-
mathia Mahreet Rowland, 
42, pled no contest to one 
count of escape in the third 
degree, a class A misde-
meanor, committed on or 
about January 26, 2023. 
Rowland was sentenced to 
120 days in jail.

On February 20, Jeremy 
M. Galloway, 38, pled no 
contest to one count of 
failure to appear in the 
second degree, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about April 29, 2024. 
Galloway was sentenced 
to five days in jail and 
ordered to pay $300 in at-
torney fees.

On February 21, Richard 
Adam Alfred Jenck, 43, 
pled guilty to one count of 
failure to appear in the sec-
ond degree, a class A mis-
demeanor, committed on 
or about July 15, 2024, and 
one count of use of ESG/
tear gas/mace in the second 
degree, also a class A mis-
demeanor, committed on 
about November 30, 2024. 
Jenck was sentenced to 60 
days in jail and ordered to 
pay $368 in attorney fees.

On February 21, Brian 
Edward Wilgus, 48, pled 
guilty to one count of theft 
in the third degree, a class 
C misdemeanor, committed 
on or about December 17, 
2023, one count of failure 
to appear in the second de-
gree, a class A misdemean-
or, committed on or about 
June 10, 2024, one count 
of felon in possession of a 

restricted weapon, a class 
A misdemeanor commit-
ted on or about December 
19, 2024, and one count 
of carrying a concealed 
weapon, a class B misde-
meanor, committed on or 
about December 19, 2024.  
Wilgus was sentenced to 60 
days in jail.

On February 24, Jennifer 
Rae Wise, 50, pled no con-
test to violation of wildlife 
law with a culpable mental 
state—taking, angling, 
hunting or trapping in 
violation of wildlife law 
or rule, a class A violation, 
committed on or about No-
vember 18, 2024. Wise was 
assessed a $440 fine.

On February 24, Michael 
Earl Little Jr., 41, pled 
no contest to violation of 
wildlife law with a cul-
pable mental state—taking, 
angling, hunting or trap-
ping in violation of wildlife 
law or rule, a class A 
violation, committed on or 
about November 18, 2024. 
Little was fined $440.

On February 24, Lance 
Eric Witham, 57, pled 
no contest to violation of 
wildlife law with a cul-
pable mental state—taking, 
angling, hunting or trap-
ping in violation of wildlife 
law or rule, a class A 
violation, committed on or 
about November 27, 2024. 
Witham was fined $440 
and ordered to pay $300 in 
restitution.

On February 24, Valery 
Nicholas Silva, 32, pled 
no contest to one count of 
driving under the influence 
of intoxicants, a class C 
felony, committed on or 
about December 28, 2024. 
Silva was sentenced to 90 
days in jail and four years’ 
probation, and his driver’s 
license was revoked for 
life.

On February 24, Ralph 
Richard Tramp, 77, pled 
no contest to violation of 
wildlife law with a cul-
pable mental state—taking, 
angling, hunting or trap-
ping in violation of wildlife 
law or rule, a class A viola-
tion, committed on or about 
November 27, 2024. Tramp 
was fined $440 and ordered 
to pay $300 in restitution.

On February 25, Richard 
Allen McEachern, 66, pled 

no contest to two counts 
of recklessly endangering 
another person, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about February 9. 
McEachern was sentenced 

to 30 days in jail and two 
years’ probation, and his 
driver’s license was sus-
pended for 90 days.

On February 25, James 
Allen Kasanos II, 47, pled 

no contest to one count 
of failure to appear in the 
second degree, a class A 
misdemeanor, committed 
on or about December 13, 
2024. Kasanos was sen-

For more information, contact: 
Katherine at 503-842-7535, headlightads@countrymedia.net

1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141
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Kramer Walker Curated Living in Cannon Beach 
Grayson Kramer, left, and Travis Walker, right, with their 

Westie “Lucca.” Photo by Sam Block. See page 4
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North Coast Real Estate Trends 
Beachfront Homes Cannon Beach, OR, photo by Bob Atiyeh. See page 3

Non-profit Gallery Exhibitions Ceramic works by Mary Roberts at Hoffman Gallery for the Arts. See pages 5-7
Heart of Cartm Repair CafeLocal non-profit repairs, reuses and reimagines discarded materials. See page 15
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See page 4

See page 5Support the American Legion fundraiser 

by purchasing beautifully designed 

wooden American flags by Rick Stelzig

Get your baby 

Monkey trees plus  

many other plants from 

Monkey Business 101

Shop local for original works of art 

and repurposed home decor

See pages 7-10

House of Orange Gallery 

resident artist 

Greg Scott Brownlow

Check out these booths & so much more at the 2024 Tillamook Headlight Herald Home & Garden Show

Tillamook Beekeepers 

is hosting 

Bee Days 2024 

featuring raffles, 

honey products, plants 

for pollinators plus 

educational workshops

Book now 
for the 

Spring and 
Summer editions 

and 

Save 
10%

Purchase a full or 1/2 page 
ad in Welcome Home

and receive equal amount 
of editorial for free!

fsbwa.com

1st Hero 
Checking
Honoring your service, 
empowering your future
Account Benefits:
• No minimum balance requirement
• No monthly maintenance fee
• Free customized debit card design
• And more ...

Visit your local branch or 
fsbwa.com/1stHero

For veterans, 
active and 

retired military, 
doctors, nurses, 

teachers, and 
first responders.
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Pirates’ season ends with playoff loss
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

The Neah-Kah-Nie Pi-
rates boys’ basketball team 
ended their season with a 
first-round home playoff 
loss, falling 68-56 to the 
Douglas Trojans on Febru-
ary 26.

Neah-Kah-Nie kept the 
game close throughout but 
cold shooting in the second 
half and a size disadvan-
tage let the Trojans build 
a small but decisive lead. 
Ethan Hanson led the pi-
rates with 20 points on the 
night, while Dylan Sigman 
chipped in 15 and Jordan 
Lewis added 11.

Neah-Kah-Nie came out 
hot, with Sigman giving 
the Pirates a 4-0 lead with 
a putback and fast-break 
layup off a Brady Douma 
steal, but Douglas respond-
ed with a three to get their 
offense started. Five more 
points gave the Trojans a 
four-point lead before a 
Hanson three ended the run 
and a Clayton Dante three 
tied the game at ten.

The game tightened up 
for the rest of the quar-
ter from there, with both 
teams playing strong de-
fense and forcing repeated 
turnovers. Dante and 
Hanson guided the Pirates 
through the rough stretch 
and at the end of one they 
trailed 20-19.

In the second quarter, 
Neah-Kah-Nie was ice cold 
to start, with only a Han-
son midrange jumper and 
Lewis three through four 

minutes, though Douglas 
was similarly sluggish 
and had only stretched 
its lead slightly to 29-26. 
The Pirates continued to 
struggle on offense in the 

waning minutes of the half, 
and Douglas managed to 
stretch the lead to seven, 
36-29, with a buzzer-beat-
ing three as the half ended.

Neah-Kah-Nie came out 

strong offensively to start 
the second, with threes 
from Lewis and Hanson 
and a Sigman free throw 
trimming the lead back to 
40-36 after two and a half 

minutes, but the Trojans 
regrouped and answered 
with five straight, drawing 
a Pirate timeout. 

Douglas started to 
definitively win the re-

bound battle as the quarter 
dragged on, using second 
chance and transition 
points to maintain their 
margin. Lewis and Douma 
both hit threes as time 
ticked down in the third, 
but the rest of the Pirates 
remained cold from outside 
and by the time the quar-
ter ended, they trailed the 
Trojans 52-44.

Sigman cut the lead 
to six with a lay in on 
the first possession of 
the fourth, but Douglas 
responded with a layup of 
their own before a Sigman 
layup again trimmed the 
lead to six, 54-48, with 
just under five to play. 
With both teams cold, the 
Trojans slowed the pace of 
the game and continued to 
play bothersome defense to 
keep the Pirates at bay.

A Sigman bucket in the 
paint and Lewis transi-
tion layup cut the lead to 
57-52 with 2:45 remaining. 
Sigman picked up his fifth 
foul on the next possession 
and after hitting one of two 
free throws and a lay-in, 
the Trojans led 60-52 with 
a minute left.

Neah-Kah-Nie began 
fouling and Hanson hit a 
three with thirty seconds 
left, but it was too little too 
late and a buzzer-beating 
lay-in for Douglas made 
the final margin 68-56.

The loss ended the 
Pirates’ season with a 
record of 15-10, after they 
finished with a 9-3 mark 
in Coastal Range League 
play. 

Dylan Sigman scores an inside basket in the first quarter against Douglas.

North Coast Throwdown set for March 22
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Cornhole players from 
around the northwest will 
descend on the Tillamook 
County Fairgrounds on 
March 22, for the third 
annual North Coast Throw-
down, hosted by the Til-
lamook Bay Community 
College Foundation.

The event will run 
throughout the day in the 
fairground’s skating rink, 
and feature food from La 
Mexicana as well as beer, 
while as many as 25 teams 
compete for the champion-
ship. 

Tillamook Bay Com-
munity College Foundation 
(TBCCF) Development 
Director Siah Kennedy 
said that it will be a good 
time for all, as players with 
varying skill levels put 
on a show for the crowd. 
“Students participate, 
locals, we had people all 
the way from Washington,” 
Kennedy said, “and those 
are the hardcore cornhole 
enthusiasts.”

The throwdown is not 
only a fun day of competi-
tion but also raises money 
for a good cause, with 
proceeds going towards 

Tillamook Bay Community 
College’s Career-to-Career 
Scholarship program. Those 
scholarships are earmarked 
for students who graduated 
from high school more than 
five years ago and pay the 
entire tuition for a two-year 
associate’s degree. Estab-
lished in 2017, to date, 
the scholarship has been 
awarded to 147 students, 
with 33 recipients currently 
enrolled in classes.

TBCCF has committed to 
raising $25,000 annually in 
support of the scholarship 
and first conceived of the 
throwdown as a fundraiser 
in 2020 but was delayed in 
staging the inaugural edi-
tion until 2023 because of 
Covid. While the event was 
held in January in its first 
two years, Kennedy said 
that the tournament had 
originally been envisioned 
as an outdoor event and that 
the move to March repre-
sented the first step in that 
migration.

“Our ultimate goal would 
be to have this be like an 
outdoor event on campus 
when we’re there at the new 
building,” Kennedy said.

Tournament champions 
will win bragging rights, 
a trophy, and North Coast 
Throwdown pint glasses 

and t-shirts. In addition to 
the tournament, attendees 
will have the chance to 
compete in raffles and a 
side competition called “air 

mail,” where competitors 
take a single shot with a 
cornhole beanbag at a box 
for the chance at a cash 
prize.

Last year, the throwdown 
raised around $4,000 and 
registration to compete is 
still open for this year’s 
edition, which runs from 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on March 
22. Entry for each two-
person team is $50 and can 
be found at  https://tinyurl.
com/NCTD25.
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