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See DEFLECTION, Page A5See SOUP, Page A6

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

For five days last week, a 
group of 25 volunteers stoked 
an enormous kiln buried deep 
in a forested hillside in Clat-
sop County to fire hundreds 
of bowls for Tillamook’s 
Tides of Change.

The bowls will be filled 
with all-you-can-eat soup 
for attendees of Tides of 
Change’s Soup Bowl event, 
making a return after five 
years on October 26 at Pacific 
Restaurant in support of the 
organization’s mission to 
serve survivors of sexual 
and domestic violence in 
the county. This year will 
mark the event’s 14th edition 
and give the organization’s 
supporters the chance to 
reconnect and catch up on its 
activities while showing their 
appreciation for its work.

“It’s the idea of working 
together, collaboration, be-
cause if you get good people 
working together you can 
do anything,” said Richard 
Rowland, the potter who co-
ordinates the bowls’ produc-
tion on his property outside 

Astoria.
Rowland has a long histo-

ry in Clatsop County, having 
purchased the property from 
a timber company following a 
clearcut in the 1970s, when he 
was teaching pottery at Clat-
sop Community College. 

Rowland built his first 
Anagama kiln on the property 
in the early 1980s, bringing 
the medieval Japanese pottery 
technique to Oregon for the 

first time. Anagama kilns are 
wood fired and require con-
stant stoking for five days to a 
week to give pieces a unique 
finish thanks to the variance 
in the fire’s heat and intensity 
in different parts of the kiln.

The kiln, nicknamed the 
dragon kiln, became an asset 
for the local pottery commu-
nity, with Rowland offering 
free use, as long as artists 
participated in the long and 

physically intensive stoking 
process, which usually occurs 
twice or thrice annually.

Rowland’s path towards 
working with Tides of Change 
began in the early 2000s with 
their sister agency in Clatsop 
County, The Harbor. Rowland 
said that the agency’s director 
at the time approached him 
to ask if he could help with a 

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

United States Congress-
woman Suzanne Bonamici 
visited Tillamook County on 
October 9, making stops at 
Neah Kah Nie Middle and High 
School, Tillamook Bay Com-
munity College and Nestucca 
High School.

During her visit to Neah 
Kah Nie, Bonamici spoke 
with the high school’s student 
government before touring 
the campus and visiting the 
school’s health center, a carpen-
try class and the Future Natural 
Resource Leaders’ forestry 
team’s practice facility.

Bonamici kicked off her 
visit with a sit down with repre-
sentatives from Neah Kah Nie’s 
student government. She intro-
duced herself to the students, 
telling them that she was look-
ing forward to her visit because 
education was one of the most 

Soup Bowl event returns with kiln fired bowls

See BONAMICI, Page A5
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Bonamici tours Neah Kah Nie High School

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Following hard drugs’ recriminalization 
on September 1, Tillamook County officials 
are working to stand up a deflection program 
for those caught in possession of hard drugs 
going forward.

While the program itself will be the 
purview of healthcare and mental health 
providers, both Tillamook County Sheriff 
Josh Brown and District Attorney Aubrey 
Olson will have to sign off on the program. 
Brown’s deputies will also be in charge of 
determining whether individuals should be 
referred to the program or face charges, with 
Olson and her staff in charge of prosecuting 
those charged.

House Bill 4002 was passed by the Or-
egon legislature this spring and recriminal-
ized the possession of hard drugs in the state 
after Measure 110 decriminalized it in 2020. 
The bill gave counties the opportunity and 
funding to set up drug deflection programs 
that would prioritize treatment over prosecu-
tion while also creating a new class of drug 
enforcement misdemeanors.

Tillamook County is working to establish 
its deflection program, with the Local Public 
Safety Coordinating Committee leading the 
development. Once the program is set up, 
those found in possession of drugs will be 
referred without being arrested or charged 
based on law enforcement officers’ judge-
ment.

Brown said that his deputies would have 
the option to refer those in possession of 
hard drugs to the program, but they would 
also have the option of taking them to jail or 
issuing a citation.

Making that determination will be left to 
individual deputies’ judgment and Brown 
said that his staff will be well-informed of 
the program’s specifics and use that knowl-
edge and their training and experience to 
decide how to proceed in each situation. “We 
trust them to do their job, we train them to 
do their job, they have ethical guidelines that 
put them in this position where making a de-
cision like that is going to be second nature 
to them,” Brown said.

Brown clarified that a referral to the pro-
gram would deflect a person away from the 
criminal justice system but that if they failed 
to begin or complete the program, charges 
could still be brought later. 

While Brown said that he agreed with 
Measure 110’s aim of addressing substance 
use disorders outside of the criminal justice 
system, he believed the lack of accountabil-
ity it created had rendered law enforcement 
toothless. Consequently, Brown said that for 
the deflection program to receive his approv-
al, it would need to require ongoing account-
ability through completion of the program.

“I want a program that has accountability 
so that those that do get entered into it have 
the greatest opportunity to be successful at 
kicking their addiction,” Brown said. “That’s 
the whole point of this so if we’re not work-
ing towards that there’s no point.”

Tillamook County District Attorney 
Aubrey Olson will also be asked to sign off 
on the program, but her office will have no 
direct involvement once it launches, since 
participants will be deflected away from 
prosecution.

Nonetheless, Olson’s office will once 
again have a role to play for individuals who 
law enforcement officers determine are not 
good candidates for deflection. House Bill 
4002 instituted several penalties for drug 
possession, with the most basic being a 
new unclassified misdemeanor specifically 
geared at drug enforcement.

Olson said that people charged with this 
misdemeanor will be eligible for a diversion 
program, similar to the deflection program 
but with more stringent conditions, akin to 
those for probation, attached. The diversion 
program will offer treatment to participants, 
and they will face up to 180 days in jail and 
18 months’ probation should they fail to 
complete it, though Olson noted that in her 
experience, judges give participants consid-
erable leeway if they experience setbacks or 
relapses in similar programs.

“The court system today is designed to 
give people as many chances as reasonably 
possible,” Olson said.

So far, Olson said that she hasn’t seen any 
drug enforcement misdemeanor cases come 
across her desk and that she expects many 
of the cases that she sees involving those 
charges will also involve other, more serious 
alleged crimes. 

Initially, Olson said that she was doubt-

Sheriff, DA 
discuss drug 
recriminalization, 
deflection

Congresswoman Bonamici visits with members of the Neah Kah Nie High School student government during her visit.

(Left to right) Neah Kah Nie Superintendent Tyler Reed, Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici, Tillamook Bay 
Community College President Paul Jarrell, Tillamook Bay Community College Foundation Executive Director 
Britta Lawrence, Nestucca Superintendent Misty Wharton, Tillamook Superintendent Matt Ellis and Neah Kah 
Nie High School Principal Christy Hartford take a group shot in front of the Future Natural Resource Leaders’ 
forestry team practice complex.

The Anagama kiln in Clatsop County during the firing process.



A2    North Coast Citizen • October 17, 2024

H
24

44
4

AWE INSPIRING PANORAMIC OCEANVIEW HOMES

Pam’s Homes by the Water on the Oregon Coast
Pamela Zielinski, Principal Broker, CRS

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services NW Real Estate

GORGEOUS CRAFTSMAN - Located in gated oceanfront community just 60 miles West of Portland.  1848 sq ft with 2 oceanview bdrms with ensuite 
baths plus den and 3rd full bath on main floor. Gleaming stylish quartz kitchen, expanded decks, private backyard, just a block from the beach trail.  
440 Capes Dr, Oceanside, OR. Valued at $889,000. RMLS 24013495

ULTRACONTEMPORARY - 3000  sq ft, views from every room including Three Arch Rocks & the hillside village of Oceanside. Oceanview deck off 
every room, too. 3 fireplaces. Located on half an acre at the end of a long private drive. 4 bdrms, 3.5 baths. 2 laundry areas, abundant storage. 
850 Ridgewood Rd, Oceanside, OR.  Valued at $1,599,000. RMLS 24090493

NW CONTEMPORARY - Architect designed using finest materials and craftsmanship throughout.  Magical views include the glittering marina of 
Garibaldi, sunrises over Tillamook Bay and sunsets over the ocean. Keep an eye on your moored yacht from the comfort of your living room. Eleva-
tor for easy living. Unique owner’s bdrm suite with 2 bedroom chambers and adjoining luxury bath. 
614 Ginger, Garibaldi, OR Valued at $1,900,000 RMLS 24411243

Netarts, OR
503-880-8034 Mobile

www.PamZielinski.com

Davis focused on cost of living in state legislature run
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Astoria City Councilor 
and Democratic candidate 
for Oregon House District 
32 Andy Davis stepped into 
the race late and is focusing 
his campaign on addressing 
the high cost of living in the 
district, with a special focus 
on housing costs.
Davis said that if elected 

he would look for legislative 
opportunities to streamline 
the state’s land use appeals 
process to speed develop-
ment, enact policies to 
encourage increased density 
in cities and reduce adminis-
trative costs in healthcare to 
increase funding for treat-
ment.
“I think as someone who 

cares about policy and cares 
about governance, you know, 
that there’s some attractive-
ness to the position because 
it makes a big difference,” 

Davis said about his motiva-
tions for running.
Davis was born and raised 

in Guthrie, Indiana, a small 
town just outside of Bloom-
ington. He and his wife 
moved to the Portland metro 
area in 2014, to be closer to 
a sister with young kids, but 
relocated to Astoria in 2015, 
after finding that the big city 
life wasn’t for them. 
Following the 2016 elec-

tion, unhappy with Donald 
Trump’s election to the presi-
dency, Davis determined to 
get involved in local politics 
in whatever way he could 
and began volunteering on 
local boards and commit-
tees. He served on the budget 
committees for the City of 
Astoria and Clatsop County, 
participated in the county’s 
comprehensive plan update 
process and volunteered on 
several nonprofit boards.
One of the nonprofits for 

which Davis was serving as a 

board member was working 
on a project to redevelop 
a building in Astoria to af-
fordable housing and going 
through that process inspired 
Davis to run for city council 
to further address the issue.
“I joined that nonprofit 

before I ran for city council 
and running for council was 
sort of an extension of that,” 
Davis said. “I wanted the city 
to be actively doing things to 
try and create more housing 
in the community.”
Since his election in 2022, 

the council has passed an 
ordinance preventing short 
term rentals in the downtown 
commercial district, updated 
codes and zoning to expedite 
permitting processes and 
updated the city’s systems 
development charges.
The possibility of run-

ning for state representative 
was not on Davis’s radar, 
but when Logan Laity, who 
was running for the position, 
moved out of the district ear-
lier this summer, he reached 
out to Davis to discuss pos-
sible replacements.
While Davis was not im-

mediately intrigued by the 
position, as the discussion 
continued, he realized that 
the list of possible candidates 
was short and with the con-
straints of both running and 
serving, many people would 
not be interested in jumping 
into the race so late. 
Though being elected 

would force Davis to resign 
from his job at the Oregon 
Health Authority and Asto-
ria’s City Council, he was 
swayed to join when he saw 
a “Believe” sign that Astoria 
city staff had put next to his 
council chair in reference to 
the show “Ted Lasso,” and 
its persistently optimistic 
protagonist.
“Seeing that sign and 

being reminded that there 

was some resonance with 
the people that worked in the 
city that we can do some-
thing bigger and better and 
make a positive difference 
just sort of clicked in my 
mind that, like, hey, I should 
give this a try,” Davis said.
After announcing his can-

didacy, Davis was selected 
in a party meeting on July 
18, to be the Democratic 
nominee.
Davis said that his top 

priority as state representa-
tive would continue to be 
combatting the high cost of 
living on the coast, with a 
specific focus on the cost of 
housing.
Davis said that the state’s 

land use regime that limits 
development outside of 
urban growth boundaries 
and allows citizens to appeal 

planning commission deci-
sions to a statewide board 
constricts growth.
To address the first issue, 

Davis said that he favored 
enacting more policies like 
Governor Tina Kotek’s move 
requiring cities to allow more 
dense housing development 
in single-family residential 
zones to promote more con-
struction and lower barriers 
communities can throw up 
to development. “I think 
the state can play a role in 
saying, no, if you’re building 
densely for housing, that’s 
going to be allowed, and 
you’re not going to be able 
to block it as easily,” Davis 
said.
The second issue would 

be more complex, but Davis 
said that he believed finding 
a way to require appeals to 

address all potential issues 
with a development in their 
first challenge and reducing 
the number of grounds for 
appeal were possible avenues 
to addressing it.
In addition to the cost 

of housing, Davis said that 
addressing ever-increasing 
costs for medical care are 
also a high priority for him.
Davis believes that cut-

ting down on administrative 
overhead costs in state-
administered programs and 
increasing housing and train-
ing options for medical pro-
fessionals in the district can 
help address the problem, 
but that a more fundamental 
struggle is occurring over 
profiteering in the industry. 
Davis said that he would 
support policies that limited 
medical companies’ ability 
to profit.
“I think the state has a role 

to play in saying, ‘we want 
to focus on delivering good 
care, helping people in their 
lives and we’re not we’re not 
going to allow people to try 
and make egregious profits 
off the back of that,’” Davis 
said.
Davis also said that 

ensuring a stable fund-
ing source for the district’s 
school districts in the face of 
falling timber revenues on 
which they rely with the new 
habitat conservation plan for 
western Oregon state forests 
would also be a priority. Da-
vis said that he would favor 
replacing lost funding for 
school districts with funds 
from the state to stabilize 
their revenue streams.
“We really need to push 

the state hard to change that 
and put them on the regular 
state funding formula and 
treat those funds from the 
state forests as something, as 
a bonus, rather than part of 
their baseline,” Davis said.

Astoria City Councilor and Democratic candidate for Oregon House 
District 32 Andy Davis.

County moves to central services model
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Tillamook County’s 
board of commissioners 
voted to move forward 
with the creation of a cen-
tral services department at 
their meeting on October 
9. The new department will 
oversee human resources, 
information services, 
facilities and legal services 
for county departments go-
ing forward, as well as the 

board of commissioners’ 
office.
Commissioners also vot-

ed to name Rachel Hagerty, 
formerly the county’s chief 
of staff, chief administra-
tive officer, putting her in 
charge of organizing and 
running the department. 

Consideration of form-
ing a central services 
department came up during 
the county’s strategic plan-
ning process, which moved 
into the implementation 

phase with the plan’s for-
mal adoption on October 2.
During the plan’s devel-

opment, Mike Gleason, a 
Portland State University 
professor who consulted on 
the project, suggested that 
forming a central services 
department would be a 
smart step to increase ef-
ficiency and save money in 
the long-term.
Currently, the county’s 

departments interact with 
each of the departments 

that will be in central 
services on a direct basis, 
which leads to inefficien-
cies as the needs of various 
departments are not con-
sidered wholistically. The 
current setup also leaves 
the county commissioners 
to consider more clerical 
and administrative matters 
that do not relate to policy.
Going forward, Hagerty 

will oversee the four de-
partments and evaluate and 
implement improvements 
to their functioning to 
reduce overhead costs for 
the county.
Commissioner Mary 

Faith Bell addressed con-
cerns that had been raised 
by county employees about 
the speed of the commis-
sioners’ actions on the plan 
at the board meeting. Bell 
said that with the informa-
tion services and human 
resources director posi-
tions open, Gleason had 
suggested this would be a 
good time to move forward 
with the transition.
Bell said that she had 

not seen any good reason 
to delay the move, and that 
the county should have 
done it before, but apolo-
gized for the lack of com-
munication with county 
employees and administra-
tors about the matter.

Commissioner Erin 
Skaar clarified that the 
commissioners would 
be retaining their liaison 
responsibilities and that 
this move would free them 
up to dedicate more time 
to those and their policy-
making role. 
All three commission-

ers also said that they had 
taken the decision to move 
forward largely because 
of their confidence in 
Hagerty’s abilities and 
knowledgeability about the 
county’s government.
Hagerty said that she ap-

preciated the commission-
ers’ confidence and that 
with the recent completion 
of the Kiwanda corridor 
project and several other 
that have been on her plate, 
she believed it was a good 
time for her to move into a 
new role.
The order creating the 

new department and posi-
tions passed unanimously 
and gave Hagerty two 
months to develop a job 
description, salary and 
probationary period for 
approval by the commis-
ioners. Bell also clarified 
that Hagerty’s move was 
happening on a trial basis.
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20 Years Experience in Tillamook County

503-801-6016

Engineering

Landscaping

Astro
& Odie

FREE
ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

NATURAL STONE TILE
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

653 Manzanita Avenue • Manzanita CCB# 128946N20571

503-368-5572
H64713 36180 HWY 101, Manzanita • CCB#128946

MARMOLEUM • LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING • BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS • CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

LUXURY VINYL FLOORING

Floor Covering

Nehalem Bay
Ready Mix

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC

H
40
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3

• Hot Water   • Prompt Delivery
• Crushed Rock   • Fill Material   • Rip Rap

• Decorative Bounders

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157
Call in advance for Saturday delivery   •   CCB #160326

Sand & Gravel

Highlight of the Week

Business     Service Directory& To advertise contact 
Katherine Mace at 503-842-7535 or 

Email headlightads@countrymedia.net

More details shared on FEMA flood plain 
development requirements

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

With a December 1 dead-
line to announce a decision 
on updates to development 
ordinances in areas of special 
flood hazard to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency looming, Tillamook 
County commissioners were 
briefed on the situation on 
October 2.

Tillamook County 
Director of Community 
Development Sarah Ab-
sher gave a presentation on 
further information she had 
gleaned from the agency 
since a July 15 letter put the 
county on notice about the 
need for ordinance updates 
and broached the possibil-
ity of opting out of the flood 
insurance plan to avoid the 
updates entirely.

Work on updating the 
requirements for participa-
tion in the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) flood insurance 
program has been ongoing 
since a 2009 lawsuit by the 
Audubon Society, which 
claimed that the program 
was harming Coho salmon 
in Oregon in violation of 
the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). 

FEMA commissioned 
the National Marine Fisher-
ies Service to investigate the 
claim and in 2016, the fisher-
ies service released a report 

saying that the flood insur-
ance plan was causing a take 
of Coho and other salmonids 
that would lead to their even-
tual extinction. This meant 
that FEMA needed to update 
the requirements of partner 
governments in the flood in-
surance plan to comply with 
federal statute. 

But that work was 
delayed, first by a 2016 suit 
against FEMA by Orego-
nians for Floodplain Pro-
tection and then by a 2018 
congressional delay of three 
years passed by former Con-
gressman Peter Defazio. 

When the implementation 
stay expired in 2021, prog-
ress resumed on updating 
the program, with a proposal 
for updates released in 2023. 
The biological opinion called 
for the program to update 
the ordinances for building 
in flood plains to achieve 
zero net loss in three areas of 
floodplain functionality that 
help preserve fish habitat: 
flood storage, water quality 
and riparian vegetation.

Under the new rules, any 
projects proposed in the 100-
year floodplain would have 
to include mitigation efforts 
that would lead to no loss in 
any of the three fish habitat 
functions to receive build-
ing permits. Since FEMA 
is a federal agency and not 
allowed to make land use 
laws, it will be relying on the 
localities it partners with in 

the flood insurance program 
to implement the new stan-
dards.

Initially, FEMA officials 
had said that they would 
not require governments to 
update their codes until the 
proposal had undergone full 
NEPA review, expected in 
either 2025 or 2027. But that 
changed with a July 15 letter 
that told local governments 
they need to select one of 
three options to update their 
ordinances by December 1 
of this year.

Absher said that this 
deadline presented the first 
source of confusions for her 
and other officials around the 
state with whom she has spo-
ken in recent months. While 
the letter required a deci-
sion from among the three 
options by December 1, it 
did not give a timeline for 
implementing that decision.

The three options FEMA 
gave to partnering govern-
ments are adopting a model 
ordinance provided by the 
agency, requiring habitat as-
sessments for proposed proj-
ects in areas of special flood 
hazard or implementing a 
development moratorium in 
those zones.

Absher said that after 
discussions with other col-
leagues around the state and 
given the challenges raised 
by any of the options, she 
had also decided to put the 
possibility of opting out of 

the program entirely on the 
table.

Each of the three FEMA 
provided options would 
provide a serious challenge 
to implement given Oregon’s 
land use regime, accord-
ing to Absher. She said that 
meeting requirements for 
providing the public an op-
portunity to give feedback 
on proposed changes, as 
required by state law, would 
take until after the deadline.

Given this, Absher said 
that if the commissioners 
decided to move forward 
with adopting either the 
model ordinance or requir-
ing habitat assessment plans, 
an intermediate, temporary 
moratorium on development 
would be necessary to give 
the county time to meet state 
legal requirements for updat-
ing land use regulations.

Beyond timing chal-
lenges, adopting the model 
ordinance would present 
serious hurdles to any land-
owner wishing to develop, as 
it includes high offset ratios 
for loss of flood plain storage 
functionality, that would be 
hard for most projects to 
meet, according to Absher.

Requiring habitat assess-
ments for projects would 
be a costly option, Absher 
said, estimating that each 
assessment would cost in the 
range of $10,000, and it is 
not clear who would conduct 
those assessments. However, 

Absher said that she would 
recommend requiring the 
assessments if she was asked 
to recommend one of the 
FEMA options.

Absher also said that 
she expected that if the 
county chose either the 
model ordinance option 
or required habitat assess-
ments, the changes to land 
use ordinances would likely 
be challenged by a lawsuit 
or appeal to the state’s Land 
Use Board of Appeals, trig-
gering a costly and lengthy 
legal process. During that 
process, the updated or-
dinances would not be in 
effect, which Absher said 
she believed would force 
the county to pass another 
temporary moratorium on 
development to comply with 
FEMA’s demands while 
legal challenges played out.

However, Absher said 
that she had been having 
discussions with several 
“heavy hitters” across the 
state as well as a lawyer 
representing the county 
in the matter about not 
selecting any of the options 
presented.

Absher said that the 
county was under no legal 
obligation to comply with 
FEMA’s biological opinion 
but noted that the conse-
quences of doing so could 
be severe. 

Residents and other enti-
ties would be excluded from 

participating in FEMA’s 
flood insurance plan, which 
could pose issues for those 
with mortgages and would 
lead to the cancellation of 
around 1,000 policies across 
the county. Officials from 
FEMA have also said in the 
past that the organization 
might not respond to disas-
ters in the county, should 
the county not comply, but 
Absher said it was unclear 
whether that would be the 
case.

The county could also 
find itself in violation of the 
Endangered Species Act and 
become the subject of law-
suits, which could end with 
the county being required to 
develop a habitat conserva-
tion plan for its own flood-
plain permitting process, 
according to Absher.

Absher recommended 
that the attorney with whom 
she had spoken be invited to 
a commissioners’ meeting 
to more fully discuss the 
implications of choosing 
not to comply with FEMA.

Absher said the is work-
ing with staff from each of 
the county’s seven cities to 
coordinate their responses 
with the county’s. She said 
she is also strongly encour-
aging anybody with prop-
erty in the special flood haz-
ard zone to apply for work 
permits before December 1, 
noting that approvals were 
good for up to a year. 

Tillamook childcare shortage persists
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Along with 34 other coun-
ties in Oregon, Tillamook 
is classified as a childcare 
desert, with spots available 
for less than one in three kids 
in licensed programs across 
the county.

Eva Manderson, Director 
of Northwest Regional Child-
care Resource and Referral, 
said that the pandemic had 
put focus on the issue and 
that investments were starting 
to come into the industry 
but that the challenges for 
expanding access remained 
formidable.

“Covid kind of put the 
spotlight on things and people 
went, ‘oh, my gosh, we 
need to do something about 
childcare,’ but childcare been 
drowning for a long time,” 
Manderson said. “What I do 
think Covid did for childcare 
is it brought these invest-
ments in, and it brought in 
a focus that we need to do 
something because our sys-
tem is very broken.”

The childcare resource 
and referral program is 
housed within the Northwest 
Regional Education Service 
District in Tillamook, with 
a staff completely focused 
on childcare resources in 
Tillamook, Columbia and 
Clatsop Counties. They give 
providers technical support 
and gather information for 

findchildcareoregon.com and 
the state’s 211 line, which 
help parents find available 
programs in their area.

The most recent data avail-
able for childcare availability 
in the county come from a 
2022 Oregon State University 
study that showed childcare 
slots available for just 13% of 
children in the county under 
age five, with only 5% avail-
ability for those aged zero 
to two.

Manderson said that the 
biggest challenge facing 
parents and providers in 
the county was managing 
the costs of attending and 
running a program. For 
parents, affording childcare, 
which can cost up to $1,000 
a month at a registered pro-
gram, is a challenge, while 
providers often struggle to 
keep wages high enough to 
retain staff.

“We don’t want to see 
turnover like crazy and when 
we pay them (providers) what 
they’re worth, then it’s expen-
sive,” Manderson said. “And 
so, we need to have tuition 
rates that actually will cover 
that, but then there’s more 
families that can’t afford what 
that cost is.”

Contending with this 
dynamic is an ongoing 
balancing act, according to 
Manderson, but she worries 
that the dearth of options 
and high-cost burdens have 
led families in the county to 

seek out alternative solu-
tions. Manderson mentioned 
seeing posts on Facebook 
from moms seeking childcare 
for their children for the next 
day, which she said, “is super 
scary to me.”

Manderson said that while 
these ad hoc solutions may 
work out, employees at a 
licensed childcare center have 
all undergone background 
checks and have training to 
help foster kids’ develop-
ment. While the licensing 
system isn’t perfect, Mander-
son said that young children 
couldn’t alert their parents to 
potential issues, which made 
licensure invaluable.

A potential model to ad-
dress childcare shortages ex-
ists in Clatsop County, which 
used $500,000 in American 
Rescue Plan Act funding to 
establish a childcare fund that 
has gone on to raise over $1 
million. The program awards 
two rounds of grants annu-
ally, with $225,000 awarded 
in its most recent cycle, and 
helps programs with the cost 
of professional development 
and to set up scholarship 
funds to defray the cost of 
attendance for qualifying 
families. 

Thanks in part to the 
program, Clatsop County was 
the one county in Oregon that 
was not found to be a child-
care desert in the 2022 study.

While there are federal 
and state programs, like Head 

Start and Preschool Promise, 
that subsidize the cost of 
childcare, they impose in-
come limits of between 135% 
and 200% of the federal pov-
erty level. With the high cost 
of childcare, Manderson said 
that even those making 300% 
or 400% often struggled to 
pay, making supplemental as-
sistance from outside sources 
without income caps invalu-
able.

A working group devel-
oped and delivered a report 
to Tillamook County leaders 
before the pandemic, but a 
lack of available funds at the 
county prevented the forma-
tion of a task force to address 
the issues identified, accord-
ing to Manderson.

At this point, Manderson 
said that her office has been 
in touch with several local 
businesses that are looking 

at solutions and looking at 
Clatsop County as a potential 
model.

Manderson also encour-
aged parents looking for 
childcare in the county to 
visit findchildcareoregon.org 
or call 211. She noted that at 
least one of the county’s 22 
programs had spots available 
and said that providers could 
help parents coordinate finan-
cial assistance options.
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important issues to her as a 
congresswoman. “Educa-
tion is really the reason I got 
involved as a policy maker,” 
Bonamici said.

The congresswoman 
then invited the students to 
ask her questions about her 
background and work in 
Washington, fielding inqui-
ries about her educational 
background and preference 
between serving as a state 
and federal legislator. Bon-
amici said that she preferred 
working at the federal level 
as it gave her more of an 
opportunity to set policies, 
specifically mentioning her 
work replacing No Child 
Left Behind with the Every 
Student Succeeds Act as an 
example.

Bonamici also explained 
the federal government’s role 
in supplementing funding 
for under resourced schools, 
referencing a recent bill that 
helped districts purchase 

electric school buses.
Neah Kah Nie High Prin-

cipal Christy Hartford then 
led Bonamici and the su-
perintendents from each of 
the county’s school districts 
and Tillamook Bay Com-

munity College President 
Paul Jarrell and Foundation 
Executive Director Britta 
Lawrence on a tour of the 
school. 

The group stopped first 
at the Neah Kah Nie Health 

and Wellness Center, which 
opened in 2021. Hartford 
said that the center offered 
both physical and mental 
healthcare, and that its 
location next to the middle 
and high school’s shared 

cafeteria helped students to 
access it easily and dis-
cretely.

The health center is run 
in partnership with the Ne-
halem Bay Health District 
and in addition to serving 
students on the combined 
middle and high school 
campus, serves faculty and 
this year began offering ap-
pointments to students from 
the districts’ elementary 
schools.

Hartford said that the 
center was a great asset for 
the district, helping fami-
lies cut down on the num-
ber of absences for medical 
visits and providing easy 
access to mental healthcare 
for students.

Next, the tour moved on 
to a carpentry class, where 
Bonamici observed stu-
dents devising a solution to 
accommodate a door header 
with a pitched roof. 

Neah Kah Nie Super-
intendent Tyler Reed and 
the other superintendents 
also discussed the dis-
tricts’ efforts to integrate 
their career and technical 
education programs. Reed 
said that Neah Kah Nie and 

Nestucca had begun offer-
ing a hybrid option for the 
carpentry class, allowing 
students at Nestucca High 
School to access lectures 
on zoom and travel to Neah 
Kah NIe for labs.

Reed explained that 
this allowed the districts 
to supplement their limited 
resources by sharing staff, 
who are often hard to re-
cruit and retain in the small 
rural districts.

Reed also mentioned 
plans to create a facility 
dedicated to countywide 
career and technical educa-
tion in the disused Beaver 
Elementary School that 
are in the early stages of 
development.

Finally, the group 
walked around the school-
grounds and visited the 
forestry team facility. Hart-
ford said that the forestry 
team program was another 
way that students could get 
practical experience and 
explained that surrounding 
landowners also let the stu-
dents practice their skills in 
their forestlands by build-
ing paths, including one for 
tsunami evacuation.

Bonamici
Tour
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ful that her office would 
be able to prosecute 
misdemeanor posses-
sion charges because of 
severe limitations staff 
time and the ongoing 
public defender shortage 
in the state. She said that 
she was wary of taking 
on too many drug pos-
session cases and ending 
up in a situation where 
a more serious crime 
could not be prosecuted 
because of a lack of 
attorneys available to 
represent the state and 
defendant.

But after more con-
sideration, Olson said 
that she plans to pros-
ecute whatever cases 
are referred to her and 
reevaluate if there is a 
deluge of drug posses-

sion charges.
Much like Brown, 

Olson said that she felt 
Measure 110 had com-
promised her ability to 
address issues related to 
drug usage in the county. 
In her office’s case, the 
absence of charges to 
bring against those in 
possession prevented 
attorneys from work-
ing with defendants to 
investigate and pros-
ecute those higher up the 
supply chain. “I felt like 
measure 110 took the 
table legs out from under 
law enforcement,” Olson 
said.

With penalties back 
on the table, Olson said 
that she hopes to be able 
to go after the sources 
of drugs entering the 
community to turn the 
tide on what she feels 
has been a rising tide 
of assaults and violent 
crimes since Measure 
110 passed. 

Deflection
Program

From Page A1

FSBWA.COM/CDS

1APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective 10/1/2024. Minimum opening deposit for the 180-day CD  
requires $500, maximum CD amount is $240,000. Fees may reduce earnings on your account.  

Early withdrawal penalty may apply.
2Relationship is defined as opening and using a consumer or business checking account with 1st Security Bank.

4.50%
RELATIONSHIP RATE2

APY 1

FALL 180-DAY  
CD / IRA CD

Harvest  
Higher Rates

Bonamici and Jarrell discuss career and technical education while observing a carpentry class. 

Nehalem Bay State Park 
master plan update approved

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

Following a challenge 
from a neighboring resi-
dent, the proposed update 
to Nehalem Bay State 
Park’s master plan was 
approved by the board of 
county commissioners on 
September 30. The approv-
al paved the way for $11 
million in infrastructure 
upgrades scheduled to be-
gin at the park next month 
and finish by June 2025, to 
proceed.

The challenge to the 
application contended that 
upgrades envisioned in the 
plan but not included in 
scheduled upgrades would 
cause a dangerous increase 
in traffic on NeCarney City 
Road. Though government 
studies did not support that 
contention, leading to the 
plans’ approval, officials 
from the park and county 
agreed to form a work-
ing group to address the 
concerns.

Proposed updates to the 
master plan were devel-
oped as part of the state 
park upgrading its facili-
ties after the passage of a 
general obligation bond in 
2021 to support projects 
across the state.

While the first stage of 
planned upgrades, planned 
for completion this year 
and next, only includes 
updates to the park’s water 
and power infrastructure 
and the addition of a 
restroom, the plan also in-
cluded aspirational projects 
for future developments, 
including the addition of 
around 90 new campsites.

These proposals drew 
concern from residents 
in the park’s environs, 
with Regina Dehen chal-
lenging the master plan 
update’s approval before 
the county’s planning com-
mission and appealing their 

approval to the board of 
county commissioners.

Addressing the county 
commissioners on Septem-
ber 30, Dehen argued that 
an Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) 
study conducted on traf-
fic at the intersection of 
NeCarney City Road and 
Highway 101 contained 
spurious data, not properly 
accounting for weekend 
visits to the park. Dehen 
argued that there was no 
evidence that there would 
not be a traffic impact 
from the plan’s envisioned 
upgrades, which were 
projected to increase park 
attendance between four 
and seven percent, and that 
a traffic study should be 
required as a condition of 
the plan’s approval.

Dehen also requested 
that a separate path for 
pedestrians and bikers be 
added alongside a portion 
of Necarney City Road, 
that the speed limit on the 
road be lowered from 35 
miles per hour to 25 and 
that additional signage be 
added to the rest of the 
road alerting drivers of 
pedestrian and bike traffic. 
Dehen also asked that a 
working group be estab-
lished to monitor safety 
conditions on the road 
and make suggestions for 
improvements.

Tracy Johnson, a project 
manager with the Oregon 
State Parks and Recre-
ation Department (OPRD) 
managing the Nehalem 
Bay State Park project, 
responded to Dehen. 
Johnson stressed that the 
major changes envisioned 
in the plan update were not 
planned for the near future. 
She also said that the de-
partment was not respon-
sible for NeCarney City 
Road and that ODOT and 
Tillamook County public 
works would need to take 

charge of creating a safety 
plan for it.

Johnson said that OPRD 
was committed to upgrad-
ing the park’s road infra-
structure if they increase 
its capacity and said that 
officials from the depart-
ment would participate in 
a working group to address 
the road’s safety.

However, Johnson said 
that Dehen had not iden-
tified uses in the areas 
around the park that would 
be negatively impacted 
by the changes in the plan 
update, which would be 
required to overturn the 
approval.

Tillamook County Pub-
lic Works Director Chris 
Laity said that the county 
had the right to require 
off-site requirements from 
a developer but that such 
a requirement was not 
supported by the evidence 
in this instance. Laity 
detailed the methodology 
behind the ODOT traffic 
study and reiterated that 
it had shown a minimal 
impact on traffic at Ne-
Carney’s intersection with 
Highway 101. Laity also 
said that adding a bike and 
pedestrian path adjacent to 
the trail would be expen-
sive given the topography 
of the area.

Tillamook County 
Director of Public Works 
Sarah Absher said that any 
condition that the board 
of county commissioners 
wanted to attach to the 
approval would need to 
meet a clear, objective and 
achievable standard. 

County Counsel William 
Sargent said that in his 
opinion it would be dif-
ficult to craft a condition 
for approval that would 
withstand appeal.

Tillamook County Com-
missioner Erin Skaar said 
that she heard and appreci-
ated the concerns of the 

neighbors challenging the 
plan update, but that in the 
absence of conditions that 
would be able to withstand 
appeal, she would be vot-
ing to approve the plan. 
Skaar also said that she 
would support the forma-
tion of the working group 
foror addressing neighbors’ 
safety concerns. “We want 
to address the safety, but it 
just doesn’t fit the land use 
process,” Skaar said.

Commissioners Mary 
Faith Bell and Doug Olson 
agreed with Skaar about 
the lack of available alter-
natives, voting to approve 
the plan and voicing their 
support for the working 
group.

Michael Thomas Magin-
nis passed away peacefully 
10-10-24 in his Neahkahnie 
home, surrounded by loved 
ones.  

Michael’s surviving 
relatives include his wife 
Tela Skinner, his sons Jaya 
and Taurin Skinner-Magin-
nis, his daughters-in-love, 
Whitney Handrich and Susa 
Lynne, his sister-in-law 
Shirley Murray; nephews 
Bill Maginnis and family, 
Chris Murray and family; 
nieces Jennifer Hooley and 
family, MaryAnne Gates 
and family.  Michael’s par-
ents (Charles and Thelma 
Maginnis) and both broth-
ers (James Murray and 
David Maginnis) preceded 
him in death. Michael’s ex-
tended family also included 
in-laws Rosemary and 
Roger Wolfin, and Carolyn 
and Mike Stevens.  

Michael also wished 

to acknowledge his many 
friends, who are too 
numerous to list.  He and 
Tela were blessed by their 
inclusion in the community 
of Manzanita and surround-
ing area and by their many 
friends from the Portland 
area and beyond.

By nature introverted 
and introspective, he often 
reflected on how his con-
duct impacted others. He 

always strove to improve 
and grow spiritually, to 
show kindness to all. He 
felt blessed with an abun-
dance of love from family 
and community.

In lieu of flowers, 
contributions to the Pine 
Grove Community Center 
in Manzanita would make 
Michael happy. A celebra-
tion of his life will be 
announced later.

OBITUARY
Michael Thomas Maginnis
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Live Well, Be Well:
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3-6 7+
Ages Ages

Physical exam

$15 Gift card
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you after your
visit

$25 Gift card
Will be mailed to

you after your
visit

Wellness exams
are at NO COST 
to you during

the promotion
period 

(insurance will be
billed)

Immunizations

Dental, hearing,
nutrition and/or
vision screening

In clinic lab testing
(as needed)

*A wellness exam meets all
requirements for a sports physical

Tillamook PUD    P.O. Box 433     1115 Pacific Ave      Tillamook, OR 97141  
   www.tpud.org    503-842-2535    1-800-422-2535

TILLAMOOK PUD CUSTOMER
SURVEY

We want to hear from you!  Please take a moment
to complete our brief customer survey at 

https://arcg.is/1Ka4Tb.  The survey is available
October 1-31, 2024. For more information visit
the Tillamook PUD website at www.tpud.org.

Scan the QR
code to take the
customer survey!

fundraiser involving bowls 
and he agreed on the condi-
tion that she and her staff 
collaborate in the produc-
tion process.

“I said, ‘I don’t want 
to just hand over money, 
I want to collaborate with 
you’, and told her if you’ll 
collaborate with me, we 
can both improve our 
outlook on the vision,” 
Rowland said.

That first year, Rowland 
and a fellow potter each 
made 50 bowls, but that 
number has grown greatly 
in the years since, with a 
group of ten potters making 
about 500 bowls each year 
now. Rowland explained 
that some bowls are broken 
in the firing process and 
that he only likes to give 
exceptional bowls to his 
nonprofit partners, so Tides 
of Change will receive 150 
bowls for the event.

About five years after 
the partnership with the 
Harbor began, Rowland 
said that Tides of Change’s 
then-director reached out 
and asked if he would 
collaborate on a similar 
fundraiser with their orga-

nization, and he agreed.
Each year, employees 

from both organizations 
visit Rowland’s property to 
help with the firing, which 
now occurs in a new kiln, 
inaugurated in 2018 after 
the original kiln deformed 
in the shape of a banana.

During the weeklong 
course of the firing pro-
cess, Rowland said that 
some 25 volunteers will 
help to stoke the kiln’s fire 
and celebrate with a party 
once the process is com-
plete. Rowland said that 
the communal aspect of the 
firing and fundraiser itself 
are incredibly important 
to him and that he feels 
getting involved with the 
community is something 
that artists should do more. 

Tides of Change Execu-
tive Director Valerie Bundy 
said that she is excited for 
the event to return after a 
five-year hiatus caused by 
the pandemic and that she 
also appreciates the demon-
stration of community sup-
port for the organization.

Bundy said that owing 
to the long layoff, Tides 
of Change staff plans to 
update their supporters on 
the organization’s recent 
activities at the event. 
“We’re going to talk about 
all the different things that 
we’ve done and what’s 
been going on and just 

give opportunity for people 
who are supporters of our 
work to kind of know what 
we’ve been doing,” Bundy 
said.

The event will take 
place from 5-7 p.m. on Oc-
tober 26, at Pacific Restau-
rant at 205 Main Avenue in 
Tillamook.  So far, Pacific 
Restaurant has signed up to 
donate soup and Tides of 
Change are still looking for 
other restaurants to donate 
soups, bread or desserts. 
Tickets including a bowl to 
take home cost $50, while 
a soup-only option is avail-
able for $30, with a link 
to purchase tickets avail-
able on Tides of Change’s 
website.

All funds raised will go 
towards advancing Tides 
of Change’s mission of 
supporting survivors of do-
mestic and sexual violence 
and Bundy said that having 
funds that can be allocated 
to any purpose is very use-
ful for the organization.

Bundy said that she 
loved the fundraiser 
and treasured the bowls 
from past events and was 
honored by the potters’ 
support.

“It’s pretty special 
when you think of the 
amount of time and dedi-
cation someone does to 
create these bowls for us,” 
Bundy said. 

Soup Bowl
Returns
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The view of the kiln’s interior when opened for additional wood to be added to the fire. 

The Anagama kiln in Clatsop County during the firing process.

County budget working group nears decisions
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

With a list of more 
than 50 revenue-boosting 
or cost-cutting measures 
reviewed and prioritized, the 
Tillamook County budget 
working group is approach-
ing decisions about a path 
forward following their 
October 9 meeting.
County commissioners 

revealed at the meeting that 
they were planning to turn 
the list over to outside finan-
cial consultants for further 
review and hoped to begin 
acting on items as early as 
December.
The meeting began with 

unwelcome news shared by 
Tillamook County Com-
missioner Doug Olson, 
who has been leading the 
expanded budget review 
process since August. Olson 
shared projections from 
the Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) that were 
updated on October 1, revis-

ing the county’s previously 
projected $4.6 million in 
timber revenue for this fiscal 
year downwards to a new 
estimate of $4.1 million.
Olson said that the newest 

numbers were not entirely 
surprising, as ODF’s early 
projections have historically 
been high as compared to 
actual revenues, but that the 
downward departure created 
a larger gap to fill in this 
year’s budget.
Previously, County 

Treasurer Shawn Blanchard 
had projected a $411,000 
shortfall in maintaining a 
$10 million beginning fund 
balance for the county’s 
general fund heading into 
2025, but that number is 
now between $800,000 and 
$900,000. Olson added that 
the projections would be 
updated again in January.
On a positive note, Olson 

said that since the group’s 
previous meeting in October, 
department heads had identi-
fied $253,000 in savings that 

could be achieved by ac-
counting for open positions 
in their departments. Realiz-
ing these savings would only 
require an amendment to the 
county’s budget, with Olson 
suggesting that a resolu-
tion might be brought to the 
budget committee as early as 
November. 
The conversation then 

turned to ways to address the 
remaining $550,000 short-
fall.
Director of Veterans’ Ser-

vices Nick Torres brought 
up the possibility of adding 
franchise fees to Tillamook 
Peoples’ Utility District 
(TPUD) bills in unincor-
porated Tillamook County, 
which had been mentioned 
at previous meetings.
Olson said that he had 

spoken with TPUD’s direc-
tor since the last meeting and 
been informed that each 1% 
added to bills would gener-
ate $250,000 annually for 
the county. Any fee would 
have to be approved by the 

board of county commis-
sioners and TPUD’s board. 
Olson noted that each of 
the county’s cities charged 
between 5% and 7% for 
TPUD’s use of their rights 
of way.
However, Olson said that 

if the county took such a step 
40% of the revenue would 
be generated would come 
from dairy farms and the 
Tillamook County Creamery 
Association, and wondered 
if this might make the option 
politically unpalatable. 
Sheriff Josh Brown said 

that he thought the idea was 
intriguing and deserved fur-
ther exploration but that he 
wanted to see TPUD brought 
into the conversation going 
forward. Olson agreed and 
said that he would reach out 
to set up a meeting.
The conversation then 

moved on to the other reve-
nue-generating or cost-cut-
ting possibilities that smaller 
groups had been working to 
prioritize in recent months.
Instead of reviewing the 

list again, however, the 
conversation turned to next 

steps for the list, with the 
commissioners saying that 
they were prepared to turn 
the list over to an outside fi-
nancial consultant for further 
review.
Several meeting members 

said that they had not heard 
about plans to involve an 
outside consultant prior and 
voiced concerns that doing 
so would slow down the 
process, when they felt that 
urgent action was needed.

Tillamook County Chief 
Administrative Officer Ra-
chel Hagerty explained that 
involving a financial consul-
tant was envisioned as a way 
to expedite the process, not 
complicate it. Hagerty said 
that she saw addressing the 
county’s financial issues as 
calling for a three-pronged 
approach, consisting of 
long-term financial plan-
ning, short-term actions that 
the county could achieve on 
its own and medium-term 
changes that needed further 
review.
Mike Gleason, a Portland 

State University profes-
sor who is consulting with 

the county on strategic and 
budget planning, elabo-
rated further, saying that 
the county didn’t have the 
resources in-house to evalu-
ate the financial impacts 
of the proposed solutions. 
Gleason said that if, for 
example, the county tried 
to move forward with the 
utility franchise fee without 
further financial review, 
they would almost certainly 
draw lawsuits from affected 
citizens.
Gleason said that asking 

busy staff to evaluate the list 
of ideas was the way to stall 
forward momentum and that 
he had already had conver-
sations with consultants and 
believed that he could have 
a scope of work ready in the 
next month.

Tillamook County Com-
missioner Erin Skaar said 
that she hoped this timeline 
would allow consultants 
to review the high priority 
options identified the group 
and make recommendations 
so the board of commission-
ers could start taking action 
as soon as December. 
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