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Diving blocks were among the last items waiting to be installed at the North County Recreation District’s new natatorium.

NCRD pools set to open

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Following delays
caused by issues with
faulty equipment, the
North County Recre-
ation District’s new
natatorium is set to open
for business in the com-
ing weeks.

North County Recre-
ation District Executive
Director Justin Smith
said that training was
nearly complete, and the
district planned a soft
opening for the facility
ahead of a later, formal
grand opening cer-
emony.

Started in early 2023,
the new pool project’s
$18 million budget
is being financed by
district savings, private
donations, including
one from Adventist
Health Tillamook to
build the therapy pool,
and a county award of
$1.7 million in transient
lodging tax funds.

Now, the pools are
complete, with equip-
ment installed and

staff nearly completely
trained on lifesav-

ing procedures for the
pools and maintenance
operations for the new
equipment, with only
some training on spe-
cific scenarios left for
lifeguards.

The new facility
features two pools, one
a six-lane lap pool and
the other a therapy pool
featuring a wheelchair
ramp for access. Smith
said that the smaller
pool has a capacity of
48, while the larger pool
could accommodate 142.

Completion of the
project was originally
scheduled for early this
summer, but a series of
issues with equipment—
late delivery of sand
filters that arrived leaky
and malfunctioning heat
exchangers—caused a
delay of several months.

NCRD staff are
planning to operate
the pool with the same
hours and programming
as the legacy pool to
start, and at least half
the larger pool will

NCRD’s new pool building will have a dedicated receptionist and at least one lifeguard on

duty at all times.

be configured for lap
swimmers outside of
open swims. Smith said
the larger pool will be
kept at 81-82 degrees,
while the therapy pool
will be maintained
around 91-92 degrees,
and the air temperature
around 80 degrees.
Students from the
Neah-Kah-Nie School
district are set to begin

lessons in the new
space in late September
and Smith said he was
hoping to add lessons
outside of the school
program as well as
classes for those suffer-
ing arthritis.

A plan is in develop-
ment for securing the
district’s existing pool,
which Smith said will
be closed to the public

while the district raises
funds to take next steps
with the space.

As for a grand
opening for the pool,
Smith said that would
occur once bricks and
a display wall thanking
donors to the project are
installed in the coming
months so that the dis-
trict can recognize their
contributions.

Track use
debate
heats up

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

A request by the City of Rockaway
Beach to allow the city to take over the
section of tracks north of its wayside,
currently used by the Oregon Coast
Scenic Railroad, to construct a portion
of the Salmonberry Trail at last month’s
Port of Tillamook Bay meeting has
ignited a passionate discussion in north
county.

Proponents of the trail and repre-
sentatives from the city argue that the
cost of building the trail alongside the
railroad is prohibitive in the northern
section of Rockaway Beach and that the
trail’s benefits for Rockaway Beach and
neighboring Wheeler would outweigh
those provided by the railroad, while
questioning the railroad’s future, given
its financial situation.

Oregon Coast Scenic Railroad
(OCRS) General Manager Trevor Park
said that the railroad is on track to repay
debts incurred by previous management
and be in a strong financial situation by
next year, and argued that the railroad’s
continued success and growth, as well
as its future plans are reliant on contin-
ued use of the tracks.

“What’s going to happen to OCSR if
20% of our income vanishes overnight,”
Park wondered referencing the revenue
generated by trips on the section of rail.
“It’s a death blow. There’s no question
that it is a death blow.”

The discussion arose at July’s meet-
ing of the Port of Tillamook Bay board
of commissioners, when Rockaway
Beach City Manager Luke Shepard
appeared to give an update on the trail
based on a preliminary trail design. Dur-
ing the design work, Shepard said that
it had become apparent to the project
team that the planned rails-and-trails
configuration, with the trail adjoining
the operational rail track, was not going
to be feasible north of the OCSR depot
at the city’s wayside.

Shepard said that the cost of con-
structing the mile of trail between
19th and Beech Streets would be $4.6
million, a figure that would not be
competitive when applying for further
funding from the Oregon Department of

See TRACK, Page A3

Jammin’ at the Pearl and Oyster

STAFF REPORT On Saturday, bands played for eight
hours as festivalgoers enjoyed vendors
and food, while on Sunday kids took
center stage with a talent show, kid ven-
dors and pet parade.

The Music kicked off in Al Griffin
Memorial Park on Saturday with Tomb-
stone Shadows, a Creedence Clearwater

Revival tribute band performing., before

Beastie Boys tribute Grand Royale
played a second afternoon set and Eagle
Eyes finished the night with favorites
from the Eagles.

Dozens of vendors set up on A and
4th Streets selling crafts and food across
the weekend and on Sunday a local
kids’ band performed ahead of the talent
show.

Beautiful weather set the stage for a
weekend packed with music and family
fun at the fourth annual Pearl and Oyster
festival on August 23 and 24.
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The new clinic’s parking lot is now complete, includ-
ing electric car chargers.

NBHD Clinic to
open October 4

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

With substantial completion mere weeks
away, workers are completing a final punch list
of items at the Nehalem Bay Health District’s
new clinic facility in Wheeler, and a grand open-
ing is scheduled for October 4.

After a groundbreaking last July, work on the
$12.2-million facility has progressed smoothly
and is on track to come in under budget, accord-
ing to Nehalem Bay Health District (NBHD)
Board President Marc Johnson.

The new 16,000-square-foot building will
expand the district’s exam room capacity from
seven to 15, while Johnson estimated that the

H H N new pharmacy has about ten times more space
29

Grande Royale performs at the Pearl and Oyster Festival on Saturday afternoon.

for staff than the current facility.
The clinic and pharmacy will be located on

Festivalgoers browse vendors’ goods at the fourth annual Pearl and Oyster festival. See NBHD, Page A3

467770001



A2

North Coast Citizen | September 4, 2025

The interior of the new building that will house four operating rooms at Adventist Health Tillamook.

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

Crews from Skanska
USA Building are hard at
work on a 4,500 square-
foot addition to Adventist
Health Tillamook that will
house four new operating

rooms when complete next
March.

The new space is part
of a two-phase revamping
of the hospital’s surgical
facilities, and its comple-
tion will be followed by
an extensive renovation of
the existing surgery suite,

expected to be complete by
the end of September 2026.
Work on the $18 mil-
lion project officially broke
ground last fall and the

addition is now weeks away

from being dried in, with
work on a roof taking place
in the last week of August.

The building’s exterior with work underway on the roof.

Adventist surgery project underway

Coordinating work to
allow operations to con-
tinue in the hospital as two
existing areas are renovated
to tie into the new construc-
tion has been a complicated
procedure, with workers
making sure to keep utili-
ties connected even as they

removed unnecessary over-
head piping and wiring.
That logistical dance
will continue when the
new building construction
wraps, allowing surgi-
cal procedures to shift to
the new rooms while the
old operating rooms, built

in 1995, have a founda-
tion issue repaired and are
renovated to serve new
functions.

Surgeries have been
ongoing throughout the
project, with surgery prep
taking place on the second
floor.

Stone placement resumes at south jetty

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

Crews from Trade West
began placing stones near the
head of the south jetty at the
entrance to Tillamook Bay in
the second week of August, af-
ter working to stockpile stones
since last fall.

Originally scheduled as a
three-year project but eventu-
ally contracted for completion
in two, workers are now push-
ing to complete the 800-foot
section before high tides shut
down operations at some point
in October, though they are
unsure if that will be possible.

The repair of the south jetty
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began last year, with Trade
West first spending months
preparing the area at Bay
Ocean County Park between
Kincheloe Point and the root
of the South Jetty to support
the repair. This included the
repair of an existing road and
the construction of a new seg-
ment so that it could serve as a
haul road for transport trucks
between the offload point at
Kincheloe and the Jetty. Crews
also cleared a ten-acre site at
the base of the jetty to serve as
a secondary staging area for
rocks.

After completing prepara-
tory work, stone placement
began in June of last year, with

crews completing the 600-foot
section of the jetty with around
5,500 tons of rock placed by
September.

Since completing that sec-
tion last fall, work had shifted
into lower gear, with workers
transporting stones from the
Port of Garibaldi to the second-
ary staging area near the jetty’s
base, creating a large stockpile.

This summer, workers
prepared for stone placement
by building a temporary road
on top of the jetty to access the
head section, starting 3,500 feet
from the root section repaired
last year, and continued stock-
piling rocks.

The project hit a slight
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snag when mining operations
were suspended at the eastern
Oregon quarry providing the
stone for the project because
of concerns around impacts to
Northern Spotted Owls in the
area. But a team member said
that the issue had been quickly
resolved with a call to the
Bureau of Land Management,
which owns the land the quarry
is on.

After starting stone place-
ment on August 12, work
progressed quickly, with two-
person stone-placing crews
having completed 400 of the
800 required feet in the first
three and a half days of work.

But the remaining work,
building the head of the jetty
itself, will be a much more
time-consuming process as
crews place the heaviest rocks
of the project at the highest
volumes.

Last year, work on the root
section mostly involved stones
weighing six to ten tons, while
in the head, stones will at least
23 tons and up to 40. This also
means that while Trade West
had taken delivery of 42,000
tons of stone by mid-August,
another 45,000 tons are yet to
arrive.

A site superintendent with
Trade West said the large
volume would test the quarry’s
capacity and that the team
wasn’t sure rock would arrive
fast enough to complete the
project before weather shuts it
down for the year.

Currently, a large stockpile
of rocks sits at the base of the

A crew at work placing stones near the head

jetty while large haul trucks
continuously transport newly
delivered stones from the Port
of Garibaldi, via barge and
haul road directly to the team
placing them at the end of the
jetty. Those two-person teams
consist of an excavator opera-
tor who places the stones, and
a spotter who helps guide the
operator and marks the position
of each stone using GPS.

Work can continue through
storms but will be forced to
stop when waves overtop the
haul road and make it unsafe,
which workers expect to hap-
pen sometime in October. If
stone placement is incomplete
at that point, it will stop for the
season and crews would return
next year to complete the work,
which will also include return-
ing the site to its pre-project
condition.

of the south jetty.

The project has a budget of
$52.7 million, with funding
coming from 2021°s Infra-
structure and Jobs Act, with
a goal of restoring the jetty’s
functionality and maintaining
navigability at the entrance to
Tillamook Bay, though it is not
expected to improve the condi-
tion of the bar at the mouth of
the bay.

The United States Army
Corps of Engineers is manag-
ing all aspects of the project
and responsible for ensuring
Trade West’s compliance with
safety, quality, environmental,
schedule and cost provisions in
its contract. To receive updates
on the project and impacts to
Bayocean County Park, email
cenwp-construction@usace.
army.mil.
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A front-end loader at the secondary staging area near the jetty’s trunk with stockpiled stones.
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Three transport trucks return to the barge for the ride from Kincheloe Point to the Port of Garibaldi
after delivering stones to the jetty.
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A small plaza at the building’s entrance features benches and a view of Nehalem Bay.

NBHD
Clinic
From Page A1

the building’s first floor,
while the second floor

will house a dental clinic,
with three operatories now
installed and a dentist hired.
The dental suite also has
room for two additional
operatories.

Two behavioral health
counselors will also be lo-
cated on the second floor, as

well as administrative office
space, a sound-isolated room
for telemedicine consulta-
tions and a community room,
including a kitchen for nutri-
tion classes.

Substantial completion
of the facility is expected on
September 8, at which point

Finishing touches being completed in the new clinic’s waiting room.

staff will begin moving in.
A grand opening ceremony
including tours and a rib-
bon cutting is planned for
October 4, at 1 p.m., before
patients are seen in the new
building beginning on Octo-
ber 8.

Funding for the project

is coming principally from

a $10.25-million bond ap-
proved by voters in May
2023, with the balance com-
ing from the federal govern-
ment in the form of a $3 mil-
lion appropriation in 2022°s
OMNIBUS spending bill and
a further $500,000 grant.

Beyond supporting the
new clinic’s construction,
those funds are also being
used to renovate the district’s
skilled nursing facility in
Wheeler and will be used to
repurpose the district’s exist-
ing clinic, the old Rinehart
Hospital.

TRACK
Use Debate

From Page A1

Transportation’s community
paths program, which funded
the design work. The high
construction cost was due
to environmental concerns
driving up permitting costs,
a crowded area around the
tracks making colocation
challenging and the need

to build a new bridge over
Crescent Creek.

Shepard argued that
the difficulties of building
in north Rockaway Beach
were common across many
segments of the trail and
said that it was time to move
the Salmonberry Trail to a
rails-to-trails model between
the Rockaway wayside
and Banks, to allow easier
development, and requested
the board institute the change
when OCSR’s lease expires
at the end of 2026.

The suggestion imme-
diately set off alarm bells
for Parks and OCSR Board
President Paul Daniels,
who both spoke against the
proposal at the meeting, and
subsequently sat down with
the Headlight Herald to dis-
cuss the issue in more depth.

A major issue, not
mentioned by Shepard in
the port’s board meeting but
raised by McGinnis and Port
Commissioner Bill Baertlein
in a letter to the editor, is
OCSR’s financial health.
Tax returns from 2023
(the most recent available
year) show that OCSR had
revenues of $1.76 million
against expenses of $2 mil-
lion, with assets worth $1.06
million against liabilities of
$1.19 million. Baertlein and
McGinnis both argued that
given this situation, OCSR
would be hard pressed to
maintain the section of
railway to Wheeler or restore
the tracks beyond, as leaders
have said it plans.

Park and Daniels said
that the railroad’s financial
situation was not as bad
as was being construed by
trail proponents and that
the major issues were a
costly maintenance project
on a locomotive and prior
management allowing costs
to overrun on the construc-
tion of a new water tower in
Garibaldi.

The construction project
was being managed by then
General Manager Racheal
Aldridge who failed to rein
in spending when costs
escalated past the projected
budget of $400,000 caus-
ing OCSR to fall behind on
other payments, including
lease payments to the Port
of Tillamook Bay. OCSR’s
board became aware of the
overspending in June at
which point Daniels returned
as board president. Aldridge
was then dismissed, Park
promoted to general manager
and tighter financial controls,
including weekly reviews by
board members, instituted.

“They just overspent
and overcommitted, okay,
and the board caught it,”
Daniels said. “So, then the
board made some executive
changes, and they also made
some changes on the board,

and we got the whole thing
under control.”

In his first weeks as gen-
eral manager, Park worked
to bring costs in line and
established payment plans
with OCSR’s creditors. Since
then, the railroad has repaid
$300,000 in outstanding
debts, according to Park, and
is on track to repay $500,000
by the end of the summer
and have a “very clean” bal-
ance sheet a year from now,
according to Daniels.

As for past years’ under-
whelming tax returns, Park
and Daniels said that as a
nonprofit OCSR reinvests
its revenues in maintenance,
projects and equipment
acquisitions. Good examples
of this are the ten-month
inspection process of the
railroad’s primary steam
engine which cost $150,000
and spanned 2023 and 2024,
and the acquisition of a col-
lection of locomotives from
southern Oregon in 2021.

Park said that the railroad
itself operated in the black
and that incurring debt to
facilitate those projects was
key to OCSR’s continued
growth and sustainability.

“We kind of got to this
point where, you know, you
can’t be the small, dinky
tourist railroad anymore, you
have to make large invest-
ments to secure a prosperous
future,” Park said. “And
so0, to do that, of course,
you know, in the interim,
it means there’s going to
be some losses in order to
sustain the infrastructure
projects that are being
undertaken to ensure that
long-term viability, which is,
I feel, where we’re at at the
moment.”

That approach is paying
dividends, Park argued, shar-
ing that OCSR’s ridership is
on a record-setting pace this
year, set to eclipse 2023°s
mark of 55,000 riders. Park
said that so far, 40,000 riders
have taken a trip with OCSR
this year, putting the railroad
on track to serve between
60,000 and 65,000 by the
end of the year. The record
ridership comes following
a down year in 2024 but
matches a steady trend of
growth from 2,500 riders in
the railroad’s first year of
operations in 2003.

According to Park, that
trajectory puts OCSR on
track to reach capacity on
the Garibaldi to Rockaway
Beach section of track at
some point in the next ten
years or so, as parking and
the railroad’s platforms are
unable to accommodate more
riders.

That is one of the primary
reasons why Park said that
allowing the railroad contin-
ued use of the tracks north
of the wayside is crucial to
OCSR’s future success.

Currently, that section of
tracks is less utilized than the
section between Garibaldi
and Rockaway, hosting spe-
cial excursions in the spring
and fall and infrequent sum-
mertime voyages set to add
up to 80 trips this year.

However, Park said that
almost 20% of the railroad’s
trips were accounted for
by passengers going to or
through Wheeler, with more
than 8,000 riders deboard-
ing in the city last year. Park

said that the longer trips to
Wheeler appeal to a different
clientele than the trips be-
tween Garibaldi and Rocka-
way Beach, and that while
the railroad has prioritized
that section historically, it
has begun to shift more focus
to the tracks to Wheeler.

“We have focused so
much on getting the in-
frastructure in shape to do
Garibaldi to Rockaway that
we are transitioning now
to focusing on more up to
Wheeler because we’re run-
ning more trains to Wheeler
now than we ever have,”
Park said.

Rockaway Beach Coun-
cilor McGinnis argued that
this was a common refrain
from OCSR, which has long
promised further expansion,
and argued that a trail be-
tween Rockaway and Wheel-
er would offer more benefit.
McGinnis also stressed the
trail’s importance to the citi-
zens of Rockaway Beach and
its incompatibility with the
railroad in the city, despite
OCSR’s arguments to the
contrary.

McGinnis highlighted
that consideration of convert-
ing the rails to the trail was
not being taken lightly and
followed a two-year process
of public input and design
work on the trail, which cul-
minated with the $4.6-mil-
lion estimate for the one-
mile section between 19th
and Beach Streets. Between
underground utilities, the
need for a new bridge and a
general lack of space, with
the rail running less than
three feet from Miller Street
in one section, McGinnis
said the task would be com-
plex as well as expensive.

Asked about the pos-
sibility of building the trail
to a lower standard than the
12-foot-wide, paved path
envisioned in the estimate,
McGinnis said that through
the planning process, mem-
bers of the community had
made it clear they wanted a
trail built to that standard.

“It all was based on
it being a usable trail for
everyone,” McGinnis said,
“paved, ADA-accessible,
wheelchairs can go on it,
children can learn to skate-
board and bike on it, elderly
people could ride their e-
bikes on it easily, so that’s
always been the concept
design in Rockaway.”

As for the potential
impacts on Wheeler con-
sidering that the idea for
the Salmonberry Trail has
been germinating for 15
years and the first section
of less than a mile is only
scheduled to open this fall
in Wheeler, McGinnis said
that she believed that once
Rockaway Beach’s section is
completed, more support will
be forthcoming.

“Once we get a huge
quality section of it built then
I think funders will say this
is viable, this is really going
to happen and then we can
get the big funding,” McGin-
nis said.

Hanging over those pos-
sibilities though is the drasti-
cally altered federal funding
landscape and questions
around the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
funding, which Shepard
said at Rockaway Beach’s

August council meeting had
devastated funding for such
projects.

Wheeler leaders are also
not sold on the proposed
change, with both Mayor
Denise Donohue and City
Councilor Karen Matthews
appearing at the port’s
August meeting to speak
in favor of maintaining rail
service. Both Matthews and
Donohue said that while they
were supporters of the trail,
OCSR was a symbol of the
city and critical to local busi-
nesses’ success.

Donohue said that OCSR
offered a unique opportunity
for riders to not only visit
Wheeler but also experience
its beautiful surroundings
and catch a glimpse of its
history. She said that ending
operations north of Rocka-
way would cripple Wheeler’s
economy and asked to be
included in future discus-
sions about the decision.

Parks and Daniel at
OCSR argue that Rocka-
way’s request is short-sight-
ed and heartily push back
against the notion that the
rail and trail cannot coex-
ist in the city. “I think that
there’s more research and
collaboration necessary to
find something that is truly
realistic for us to be able to
coexist with them, for them
to be able to get built and get
funded,” Parks said.

Daniels also argued that
the railroad offers access to
more types of people than
would the trail, which is
primarily aimed at active
residents and visitors. Dan-
iels said that the railroad has
supported the trail project
since its inception and he
believed that beyond coexist-
ing, the railroad and trail
could complement each other
by helping expand and ease
access to the trail.

“We support that,”
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Daniels said of the trail,

“we don’t see where we’re
in competition with any of
that, because we’re all in the
tourist industry and we’re all
here to create an experience
for people.”

Looking ahead, the
situation does not promise to
become any less complicated
as lease negotiations between
OCSR and the Port of Til-
lamook Bay proceed.

Complicating matters is
the fact that the Salmonberry
Trail Intergovernmental
Agency (STIA) holds a lease
for the entire 82-mile section
of rail between Banks and
Tillamook and must sign
off on any new lease with
OCSR. STIA is also in the
process of sunsetting and
transitioning to be an advi-
sory committee under the
Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department, which will take
control of the lease, at the
end of September.
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand cclumns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank sguares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.
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answer

You really can’t miss that
heavy, muscular guy
sitting over there.
He's burly recognizable.
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Harvard teacher 6 Decrees alternative heap 123 In-favor vote
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LETTER POLICY

The Citizen welcomes letters that express readers’ opinions on
current topics. Letters may be submitted by email only, no longer
than 300 words, and must be signed and include the writer’s full
name, address (including city) and telephone number for verifi-
cation of the writer’s identity. We will print the writer’s name and
town of residence only. Letters without the requisite identifying
information will not be published. Letters are published in the
order received and may be edited for length, grammar, spell-
ing, punctuation or clarity. We do not publish group emails, open
letters, form letters, third-party letters, letters attacking private
individuals or businesses, or letters containing advertising.

Deadline for letters is noon Fridays.
The date of publication will depend on space.

Obituaries
The North Coast Citizen has several options for submitting
obituaries.
o Basic Obituary: Includes the person’s name, age, town of
residency, and information about any funeral services. No cost.
e Custom Obituary: You choose the length and wording of the
announcement. The cost is $100 for the first 200 words, $75 for
each additional 200 words. Includes a small photo at
no additional cost.
o Premium Obituary: Often used by families who wish to
include multiple photos with a longer announcement, or who
wish to run a thank-you. Cost varies based on the length of the
announcement.
All obituary announcements are placed on the North Coast
Citizen website at no cost.
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" CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals Q, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: | equals Y
HOS'M JZUU MWOM
WGOCI, JEUHEQOF VEI
UZMMZSY TCGF MWGFG.

FGHTVSZAQODAQG.

©2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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NOWFLAKES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
@ sy €@ Medum €@ € @ Difficult

® 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the

numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

@ 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Korbe discusses the lighthouse’s history with a tour group.

Cape Meares

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

On August 16, the Friends
of Cape Meares Light-
house and other community
organizations welcomed the
public to a celebration of the
lighthouse’s 135th birthday.

Staff from Oregon State
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife and
Tillamook Pioneer Museum,
and volunteers from the Til-
lamook Master Gardeners,
Garibaldi Cultural Initiative
and Friends of Netarts Bay
Watershed, Estuary, Beach
and Sea offered activities and
tours of the lighthouse during
the event.

Travis Korbe, Park Ranger
and Supervisor with the Cape
Lookout Management Unit

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reduce plastic
waste

There certainly are a lot of
things to be concerned about
these days but among my con-
cerns is how we can reduce
the amount of plastic in our
environment. Living here on
the coast makes us especially
aware of plastic pollution
as we see concrete evidence
washing up on our beaches or
entangling ocean creatures.

This has to be addressed
worldwide so I was disap-
pointed to learn that negotia-
tions over a global treaty to
reduce plastics collapsed
this week. Plastic waste and
the toxic chemicals used to
produce them are a danger to
health as well as posing huge
problems for disposal. Only
about 10% of plastics are
recycled and the rest end up
in landfills and the ocean. It is
projected that plastic produc-
tion will grow 70% between
2020 and 2040.

So, given the seriousness
of this problem why did the
countries who worked on a
treaty for three years to restrict
the rapid growth of plastics
fail? Much of the blame falls
on oil producing nations and
the petrochemical industry.
Plastics are made from oil and
the financial incentive to pro-
duce plastics is greater than
using it to propel cars.

We are forward thinking in
Oregon. The Oregon Plastic
Pollution and Recycling Mod-
ernization Act went into effect
in July. Package producers
must now pay a fee based on
the weight and difficulty in
recycling of their packaging.
It shifts some of the burden of
paying to dispose of packag-
ing from residential customers
and small businesses to the
producers of packaged prod-
ucts. It’s just a beginning but
this law, already implemented
in Canada and Europe, could
begin to address the overpro-
duction of plastic packaging.
But keep an eye on this as
the new law has just been
challenged in court by the
wholesale product distribution
industry.

Beverly Stein

Tillamook

Save the Rails

North County once had
stately churches, schools and
hotels. Then so-called im-
provements replaced vintage
construction. Wrecking balls
destroyed valuable resources

of OPRD, led tours of the
lighthouse, giving its history
and treating visitors to an
in-depth look at the building
and beacon.

Originally opened in 1890,
Cape Meares Lighthouse
is the shortest of 15 on the
Oregon coast at 38 feet but
sits at the highest eleva-
tion. Oregon’s lighthouses
were installed to aid marine
navigation, as boats in sight
of the shore would always
be able to see one of the
beacons and identify it by a
unique light pattern to deter-
mine their location.

Cape Meares Lighthouse
was constructed from bricks
mined onsite and plated with
iron for weather reinforce-
ment. It originally used kero-
sene to light its beacon and a
manual winding mechanism,

from Bay City to Nehalem.
Now an impulse from north
county’s youngest city would
destroy our oldest remaining
investment.

Leaders in Rockaway want
a mile of rails torn from the
railroad built over a century
ago. Those rails helped con-
nect cities along Tillamook
and Nehalem Bays with the
valley. Demolition would
cut the historic ties which
brought so much prosperity to
Tillamook County. And which
promise to bring so much
more.

For 13 years the Salm-
onberry Trail Authority, a
coalition of public agencies
and private organizations, has
developed plans to convert
the old railroad into a hiking/
biking trail. Plans include
keeping the rails along the
coast for tourist trains. The
Port of Tillamook Bay website
features details.

Officials at the Port of
Tillamook Bay have custody
of our priceless legacy. The
Salmonberry Trail means our
railroad heritage has a bridge
to a profitable future. Please
ask members of the port board
to prevent one special interest
from destroying that vision.

Mark Beach

Manzanita

Support vote
by mail

Mail-in ballots are one of
the safest ways to vote.

The ballot comes directly
to you to fill out.

You put it in the stamped
envelope, seal it and drop it in
a mailbox, drop box or at the
courthouse.

Once in the hands of the
county clerk and her staff,
it goes through a very strict
procedure.

After signature verification,
the ballot goes to the electoral
board, made up of citizens
from both parties and north,
central and south parts of the
county.

There are checks and bal-
ances all along the path of
this ballot before it gets to the
tabulator. Voters are welcome
to come to the courthouse
and observe what goes on via
a closed-circuit television:
receiving the ballots, open-
ing envelopes, taking out the
ballots, flattening ballots,
counting the ballots making
sure the number matches
envelopes. Then adjudication
of ballots where condition is
checked for going through

similar to a clock, to rotate
the light, before a diesel
generator was installed in the
1930s to power the light and
an engine to turn it.

The lighthouse was oper-
ated by two keepers working
twelve-hour shifts, with the
day shift dedicated to clean-
ing and night to maintaining
the light and rewinding the
turning mechanism. The site
remained primitive through-
out the lighthouse’s opera-
tions with the road access-
ing the site not paved and
electricity not added until
after the lighthouse’s decom-
missioning.

Originally operated by the
United States Lighthouse
Service, the lighthouse even-
tually ended up under the
purview of the United States
Coast Guard after the light-

. )

Korbe explains how the beacon’s turning mechanism used to work.

Lighthouse turns 135

house service was folded
into the guard in 1939 in the
leadup to World War II.

Operations continued at
the lighthouse until 1963,
at which point the facility
was decommissioned and
replaced by a beacon on top
of the building that previ-
ously housed the lighthouse’s
diesel generators, which was
in turn taken offline in 2014
when it became obsolete
and was replaced by a GPS
waypoint.

After the lighthouse’s
decommissioning, rumors
abounded that the Coast
Guard planned to demolish
the structure, but after a lo-
cal outcry, the property was
deeded to the county, before
eventually being transferred
to OPRD.

In the years immediately

following the lighthouse’s
closure, vandals ransacked
the building, breaking
windows on the tower and
stealing two bullseye lenses
critical to the beacon’s opera-
tion. Eventually, both lenses
were recovered, one returned
anonymously to the Cape
Lookout ranger station when
amnesty from prosecution
was offered, and the other
recovered in a raid on a drug
house in the Portland area in
the 1980s.

After taking over the
property, OPRD converted
the lighthouse’s former work
room into a gift shop and
have maintained the structure
and giftshop, with the help of
the Friends of Cape Meares
Lighthouse.

Currently, OPRD is in the
process of fully restoring

the lighthouse’s lens, with

a lamp specialist visiting in
May and spending three days
taking measurements of ev-
ery aspect of the complicated
lens. With those measure-
ments, a computer program
will now be used to generate
schematics for lookalike
acrylics to from a plant in
India to fill gaps in the lens,
completely restoring the
lens’s functionality, though
there are no plans for an
illumination.

At the 135th anniversary
celebration on Lighthouse
Day, in addition to the
tours, the area groups oper-
ated stations around the
lighthouse area, offering
stamps for kids to collect
in a passport for prizes, as
well as a scavenger hunt for
adults.

the tabulator. Spilled coffee
or a boot print may bring
about a duplicate ballot being
created, with the original
safely saved for verification
if needed. Workers make sure
the ovals are properly filled
in so the tabulator will read
it. The ballots are saved and
stored by precinct in case they
are needed in the future. The
same with their envelopes
after being counted. Counting
happens along every single
step. There is a paper trail to
verify.

The election workers take
their duties very seriously.
There is no talk of politics,
no discussion of one party
over another. Even bathroom
breaks are balanced - you are
not allowed to have only one
political party represented at
a worktable in the absence of
the others.

I cannot imagine a way
in which the voting could be
manipulated or surreptitiously
altered. I feel confident in
saying this as I am an elec-
tion board worker and have
watched the process take
place for several years now.

I certainly feel my vote is
safe and properly counted.
You should too.

Diane Colcord

Tillamook

Thank you from
the Oregon
Tuna Classic

As Chair of the Oregon
Tuna Classic Board, I want
to extend my sincere thanks
to everyone who helped
make our 20th Anniversary
tournament such a success.
What began two decades ago
as fishermen donating their
catch to help feed families
has grown into a community
tradition that blends sport,
generosity and service.

This milestone year high-
lighted the spirit of volun-
teerism and the partnerships
that sustain the Classic. At the
forefront, we are grateful to
our Title Sponsor, Schooner
Creek Boat Works, along with
more than 10 additional spon-
sors and 45 local and state-
wide donors whose contribu-
tions powered our auction
and raffle. Their support fuels
our mission to benefit the
Oregon Food Bank and Ducks
Unlimited.

We are also proud to part-
ner with the Port of Garibaldi
and Captains Corner, who
provided an outstanding
venue for the tournament.

Hosting the Classic in Garib-
aldi feels especially fitting, as
the town is known as the most
authentic fishing village on
the Oregon Coast.

Behind the scenes, our
13-member volunteer Board
worked year-round to make
the event possible. During
tournament weekend, more
than 25 local volunteers —
including the Neah-Kah-Nie
wrestling team — helped with
set-up, weigh-ins, offloading,
packing fish for donation, and
tear-down. Their dedication
is the heartbeat of the Oregon
Tuna Classic.

As we reflect on 20 years,
it’s clear this event is not just
about fishing; it’s about com-
munity. It’s about ensuring
families on the Oregon Coast
have access to fresh, nutritious
protein, and about protecting
the natural resources we all
treasure.

On behalf of the Board,
thank you to our sponsors,
partners, donors, and volun-
teers. Because of you, the
Oregon Tuna Classic has not
only endured but thrived.
Together, we look forward to
continuing this legacy of giv-
ing, conservation, and com-
munity for decades to come.

Sincerely,

John Stanfield

Chair, Oregon Tuna Clas-
sic Board

Tillamook PUD

offers rebates and

loan options on
qualifying
ductless heat
pump

The Trail That
Could Define
Oregon'’s Future

The Salmonberry Trail is
not just a trail. At 82 miles, it
has the potential to become
one of the premier biking,
hiking and equestrian routes
in the country —linking the
Willamette Valley to the
Oregon Coast. It is a proj-
ect that embodies the very
priorities our state and nation
most need: public health and
well-being, equitable access
to the outdoors, education and
stewardship, environmental
conservation, and sustainable
economic development.

Trails of this scale are
transformative. They do not
simply draw visitors; they
create destinations. When
something becomes a destina-
tion, it catalyzes industries —
outdoor recreation, hospitality,
local food, arts and culture,
environmental education, and
more. These are not just tourist
dollars passing through; they
are enduring, diverse sources
of community wealth. The
Salmonberry Trail can be that
catalyst.

I recognize the Oregon
Coast Scenic Railroad has a
unique and historic role in the
region, and that its excur-
sions between Rockaway and
Garibaldi offer real charm.

This fall

That is not in dispute. But as
commissioners, you are tasked
with weighing not only the
value of what is, but also the
promise of what could be. The
rail-to-trail segment proposed
in Rockaway Beach is not a
rejection of the train’s legacy;
it is a courageous step toward
the long-term prosperity,
health, and vibrancy of the
entire region.

Every meaningful decision
carries trade-offs. And yet,
there are rare opportunities
where one choice opens the
door to generational impact.
This is such a moment. To pri-
oritize the Salmonberry Trail
is to prioritize the health of
communities, the protection of
our environment, the growth of
local economies, and Oregon’s
standing as a global destination
for outdoor enthusiasts.

T urge us to think coura-
geously, strategically, and
long-term. What decision
will best serve the people of
Tillamook County, the natural
environment we are entrusted
with, and the state of Oregon
as a whole? The answer lies
not in preserving the familiar
but in embracing the op-
portunity to build something
extraordinary.

The Salmonberry Trail is
that opportunity.

Thom Walters

Manzanita

when the

temperaturé drops

installations. For
more information
about the
Tillamook PUD
heat pump
program visit
www.tpud.org or
call 503-842-2535
to speak with one
of our energy
experts.

PO Box 433 ¢ 1115 Pacific Ave ¢ Tillamook, OR 97141
503.842.2535 « www.tpud.org
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Kites dot the sky ahove Rockaway Beach durlng the 2023 kite festival. Photo by Manuel Cota

Large kites fly all weekend while competitions and demonstrations rotate throughout. Photo by Brad

Mosher

Klte fest returns in Rockaway Beach

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

For the 49th year, Rocka-
way Beach’s annual Kite
Festival will brighten the
skies over the beach and
ocean for crowds of specta-
tors from September 12 to
14.

Sponsored by the Ameri-

can Kitefliers Association,
the annual festival welcomes
profession and amateur kite
fliers alike for a weekend of
friendly competitions and
exhibitions.

Competitions include
awards for the nicest kite,
the kite that drags on the
ground the longest before
becoming airborne and

many other cool events.
Classes will be offered to
teach kids how to build and
fly small kites, while ven-
dors at Rockaway Beach’s
wayside will have kites
available for purchase.
Large kites will take up
residence for longer stretch-
es throughout the weekend,
while professional groups
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Nehalem

Nehalem Bay

United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612

Pastor Celeste Deveney +
Sunday service 11a.m.

Food Pantry

Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10am.to 2 p.m.

Wednesday

Beach (0. N eng ,(u
.
March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches

Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcens|2020@gmail.com

To feature  your t!mfua[
organization on this fame[

Contact Katherine at
(503) 842-7535,
headlightads@countrymedia.net.

put on acrobatic displays
choreographed to music.

Members of the public are kites.

also invited to get in on
the fun by flying their own

For more information on
the event, visit rockaway-
beach.net.

Above: Photo by Picasa

Left: Photo by Erin Dietrich

Below: An eagle seems to he hiding in the tall grass above the heach at the annual kite festival in

Rockaway Beach in 2017. Photo by Brad Mosher
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Laurelwood Compost » Mulch
Planting MacMix= Soil Amendments

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

(503) 717.1454%

34159
Highway 26

- Hot Water
« Crushed Rock - Fill Material «Rip Rap
- Decorative Bounders

Nehalem Bay

Mohler Sand &
Gravel, LLC

« Prompt Delivery

Ready Mix

20890 Foss Road, Nehalem

503-368-5157

(allin advance for Saturday delivery - (B #160326

H40843

Business ¢9~Service Directory

Highlight of the Week

ESTIMATES

MARMOLEUM « LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING - BAMBOO

RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
WOOL CARPETS « CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

LUXURY VINYL FLOORING
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 e Saturday 10-4

903-368-3572

36180 HWY 101, Manzanita » CCB#128946

To advertise contact
Katherine Mace at 503-842-7535 or
Email headlightads@countrymedia.net

Floor Covering
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MARMOLEUM - LAMINATE FLOORS
CORK FLOORING - BAMBOO
; RECYCLED (Polyethylene) CARPETS
? WOOL CARPETS - CERAMIC/PORCELAIN TILE

LUXURY VINYL FLOORING
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 e Saturday 10-4

903-368-5572

36180 HWY 101, Manzanita - CCB#128946

MORGAN CIvIL

; *#J ENGINEERING, INC,
fﬂp‘fp‘ Engineering * Inspection * Planning

20 Years Experience in Tillamook County
JasoN R. MORGAN, PE

Professional Engineer

¥80YH

503-801-6016
Manzanita, OR

www.morgancivil.com
jason@morgancivil.com
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