
     

Serving North Tillamook County since 1996Citizen
North Coast

 7  8 29467  70001

$2.00Thursday, May 1, 2025 | Vol. 32, Issue 9 www.northcoastcitizen.com

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Two to three hundred Tillamook County 
residents assembled at Whiskey Creek Fish 
Hatchery on April 12, for the annual Til-
lamook Anglers Fin Clipping Day.

By the end of the day, the volunteers 
had removed around 100,000 adipose 
fins from Spring Chinook salmon, which 
will be released in the waters of the Trask 

River in July.
“That’s our future,” said Tillamook An-

glers President Jim Skaar, “the kids that are 
doing this, someday they’re going to catch 
these fish.”

The Tillamook Anglers were born in 
1987, when Jerry Dove and other local 
fishermen were looking for ways to sup-
port local salmonid populations after the 
closure of hatch box programs run by the 
state of Oregon.

Two years later, a friend mentioned a 
disused University of Oregon hatchery that 
had operated on Whiskey Creek along Ne-
tarts Bay, that could help with the group’s 
efforts. But when Dove went searching 
for the hatchery it took him several passes 
along Netarts Bay Road to find the prop-
erty, which had become completely over-

grown with blackberries.
After finding the hatchery, Dove re-

quested permission from the state to take 
over the property, and after receiving it, the 
anglers set to work removing overgrowth, 
rehabilitating the fish rearing ponds and 
building a new maintenance shed and 
structure around the ponds.

Even as the property underwent main-
tenance, repairs and additions, the anglers 
hosted their first annual Fin Clipping Day 
in 1989, welcoming members of the com-
munity to clip the adipose fins from young 
salmon fry, marking them as hatchery-bred 
fish that can be kept if caught.

Fish for the hatchery come from the 

STAFF REPORT

Crowds amassed at the Til-
lamook County Fairgrounds on 
April 26 and 27, for the Tilla-
mook Headlight Herald’s 36th an-
nual Home and Garden Show.

The show featured a wide as-

sortment of vendors selling goods 
to prepare the home and garden 
for the summer, while other com-
munity organizations also took 
advantage of the event to spread 
their messages.

Tillamook County Solid 
Waste, who cohosted the show, 

was on hand to teach residents 
about forthcoming changes to 
the county’s recycling system 
and answer any questions about 
disposing of materials. 

The Tillamook Beekeepers 
hosted the 2025 Bee Days at the 
show, bringing their demonstra-

tion hive and raffling off a hive, 
while the Kiwanis Club of Til-
lamook hosted a raffle to support 
scholarships for local youths.

Old House Dahlias and Mon-
key Business 101 brought plants 
to the show while Pacific Restau-
rant served food.

See RATES, Page A3

See WEBER, Page A3

Residents prepare for spring and 
summer at Home and Garden Show

100,000 fins clipped at 36th annual 
Tillamook Anglers Fin Clipping Day

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Garibaldi’s city council delayed 
action on proposed increases to the 
city’s water and sewer utility rates on 
April 21, electing to wait until their 
May meeting to give the city’s budget 
committee a chance to weigh in.

The proposed water rate increase 
would see the city’s base water rate 
for customers with three-quarter-inch 
pipes jump from $37.62 to $48.91 
for 4,000 gallons and would be the 
third increase in as many years. The 
proposed sewer rate increase would 
see the base rate rise from $62.71 to 
$81.52. Council also delayed a deci-
sion on a proposed street maintenance 
fee of $19 per month per property.

The proposed new fee and fee in-
creases were brought forward by City 
Manager Jake Boone as part of the 
city’s budgeting process to match the 
projected costs to the city of each of 
the infrastructure systems.

In the case of the proposed street 
maintenance fee, Boone explained that 
the city currently replenished its street 
maintenance fund from a franchise 
fee on the Tillamook Peoples’ Util-
ity District and transient lodging tax 
revenues, but that the income was 
insufficient to meet the city’s needs. 
Boone said that historically, the city 
had relied on awards from the Oregon 
Department of Transportation’s small 
city allotment program, but that these 
grants were only awarded every few 
years to each city, and recent success-
es meant that Garibaldi was unlikely 
to see major funding from the program 
soon.

The proposed fee increases were 
calculated based on the needs of the 
water and sewer systems, and Boone 
explained that failures to raise rates in 
the past had led to insufficient collec-
tions and deferred maintenance, mak-
ing the large increases necessary. The 
city’s base water rate, for example, 

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

As the long legislative session in 
Salem passes the halfway mark, State 
Senator Suzanne Weber is apprehen-
sive about the proposed transporta-
tion package put forward by Demo-
crats in Salem last week.

Weber said that she was uneasy 
about the impacts of tax and fee 
increases on her constituents, and the 
absence of benefit for the heightened 
costs, while taking Democrats to task 
for their lack of transparency and 
bipartisanship in developing the bill.

“It’s been said that we’re going to 
sit down and we’re going to negotiate 
several things in this structure. So far, 
no one has been approached to work 
on that,” Weber said. “It needs to be a 
team approach because it’s got to be 
more than just the Democrats decid-
ing this, it’s got to be a concerted 
effort between both sides.”

Weber is a member of the legisla-
ture’s joint transportation committee 
but said that as of last week she had 
only received the four-page document 
released to the public describing the 
proposed package. 

In the document, Democrats pro-
posed a 20 cent in the state’s gas tax, 
from 40 to 60 cents, implemented in 
four phases by 2032, increasing title 
and registration fees, as well as the 

Garibaldi 
council delays 
decision on 
water, sewer 
rate bumps

Weber 
concerned by 
transportation 
proposal

PHOTO BY KATHERINE MACE
Showgoers browse the Dahlia clumps at Old House Dahlias booth. 

See FIN CLIPPING, Page A3
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Volunteers manned the fin clipping line throughout the day, removing adipose fins from anesthe-
tized Spring Chinook salmon fry.
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Citizen of the Year Nominations Open

Nominations are now being accepted for the 
2025 Manzanita Citizen of the Year.

Each year the City seeks to honor those persons who 
have made a major contribution to the Manzanita 
community as a community leader, business leader, 
volunteer, educator, and/or creative artist.

To qualify for the honor, the nominee must be a 
resident of Manzanita, live within the Manzanita Urban 
Growth Boundary, or operate a business in Manzanita. 
Currently serving elected officials and City employees 
are not eligible. The Citizen of the Year may be an 
individual or couple who performs any volunteer 
community service that benefits our citizens.

A committee made up of former Citizens of the Year 
will meet in late May to consider the nominations 
and select the individual or couple to be honored this 
year. The selectee/s will be announced at the June 4 
meeting of the City Council.

The Citizen(s) of the Year will serve as Grand Marshal(s) 
of the Manzanita Fourth of July Parade.

Nominations must be in writing and submitted no later 
than 5 p.m., Thursday, May 22, 2025 to: 
Manzanita Citizen of the Year Committee, c/o City Hall, 
PO Box 129 Manzanita, OR 97130.

Nominations can also be emailed to 
cityhall@ci.manzanita.or.us

H25189

Voters’ Guide
In preparation for the up-

coming May 20 election for 
school and special districts, 
the Citizen reached out to 
candidates for each of the 
Neah-Kah-Nie School Board, 
as well as the board of the 
Tillamook County Transpor-
tation District and Tillamook 
Bay Community College, 
with an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a voters’ guide.

We asked candidates to re-
spond to the following ques-
tions in 300 words or less:

What is your name, how 
old are you and how long 
have you lived in Tillamook 
County?

What is your work back-
ground and what profes-
sional, volunteer or personal 
experiences do you feel make 
you qualified for the position 
you are seeking?

What is the biggest issue 
facing the district you are 
running to represent? How 
would you address this issue?

What would your priorities 
be if elected?

Neah-Kah-Nie 
school board

Zone 3: Randy Schultz:
66 years old. I’ve lived 
in Rockaway Beach 
for five years.

 My career has been 
devoted to education. My 
path started as a classroom 
aide, then I became a teacher, 
school site administrator, 
teacher education profes-
sor, and eventually dean of a 
university satellite campus. 
These experiences gave me 
a deep appreciation of the 

education system and the 
needs of students, teachers, 
and school communities. I’ve 
worked closely with parents, 
educators, and the public, and 
I remain a strong advocate 
for public education and the 
opportunities it creates. I be-
lieve every student deserves 
a high-quality education—
one that challenges them, 
supports them, and empow-
ers them to reach their full 
potential.

 One of the biggest issues 
facing our district is the sharp 
decline in timber revenue, 
which has a direct impact on 
our schools’ budgets. This 
funding loss threatens essen-
tial programs, staffing, and 
student services. Fortunately, 
there’s a solution. Measure 
29-184 would close much of 
the funding gap and allow the 
district to avoid severe cuts 
while we plan for a sustain-
able future. Supporting this 
measure is critical to protect-
ing the quality of education 
in our community.

 If elected, my priority 
will be keeping the district 
healthy for students. Every 
board decision should be 
viewed through the lens of 
its impact on student learning 
and well-being. The board 
must be stewards of district 
finances. I’ve seen first-
hand—through past budget 
crises—the importance of 
thoughtful, student-focused 
decision-making. I believe 
my experience will continue 
to be an asset to the board.

 We must support and 
retain our excellent staff and 
maintain safe, welcoming 
school facilities. These are 

key to student success. My 
goal as an active member of 
the board is to ensure long-
term stability, transparency, 
and a strong future for our 
schools.

Zone 4: Don Allgeier: My 
name is Don Allgeier, and 
I am running for the seat in 
zone 4 for the Neah Kah Nie 
School Board. My family 
moved to Rockaway Beach 
in 2001 to own and operate 
an ice cream and gift shop. 
Two of our three daughters 
have attended school in the 
district. My family is grateful 
for what the schools here 
have provided for our family, 
and I hope to give back to the 
school district. For the past 
three years, I have worked 
for the Tillamook County 
Library, and I have spent 
20 years working in librar-
ies, from shelving books to 
balancing budgets. I have 
various experiences with the 
public education system, in-
cluding as a student, a parent, 
and a PTA member. I have 
also volunteered in schools 
and in a learning garden that 
served students. My experi-
ence in these areas and my 
educational background in 
public administration qualify 
me for the Neah Kah Nie 
School Board position. 

The most significant issue 
facing our school district is 
the uncertainty of funding. 
Between diminishing timber 
revenues, federal uncertainty, 
and a limited property tax 
system, the school system has 
multiple fiscal risks. I hope 
that the current levy cam-
paign will have the support 
of voters and will fend off the 
most dangerous cuts to our 
school system that could re-
sult in significant layoffs and 
restructuring. The coming 
years will require the school 
board to be strategic in the 
oversight of the school sys-
tem budget to make sure we 
are in the best place possible 
to serve our kids and fami-
lies. My priority, if elected, 
will be to support teachers 
in their work to provide the 
best possible education to our 
children.

Tillamook Bay 
Community 

College board 
of directors

Zone 2: Andrea Goss: 
I am Andrea Goss.  I have 
lived in Tillamook County 
for about 20 years.  While 
here, I have been active in 
many organizations, helping 
to make Tillamook County 
a better place for all of us 
to live.  For 15 years I was 
a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) for Til-
lamook children in the foster 
care system.  I was the ears 
and eyes for each of the 
children I was appointed to 
work with and made recom-
mendations to the court for 
how to minister for the best 
interests of the child.  I was a 
Victims’ Advocate within the 
District Attorney’s office for 
two years.  I am currently the 
Administrator for Tillamook 
Urban Renewal Agency 
and on the Board of CARE, 
which provides support ser-

vices for vulnerable County 
residents by providing 
housing programs, homeless 
prevention, and emergency 
services.

I have served on the Til-
lamook Bay Community Col-
lege Board since 2021.  Dur-
ing that time I have witnessed 
amazing growth in student 
numbers and student success.  
The staff, faculty, staff are all 
about student success.  They 
have an unwavering com-
mitment to each individual 
student regardless of age, 
color, gender, economic sta-
tus, immigration status, and 
provide support to each and 
every one of them.  TBCC is 
an open access campus pro-
viding educational services to 
all students, whether they are 
pursuing a 4-week certificate, 
or a 2-year degree, or even a 
GED.  

TBCC partners with 
the community to provide 
programming that will not 
only help  students get jobs 
that pay enough to support 
their families, but help local 
businesses have a pool of em-
ployees skilled in the needs 
of the company, keeping the 
talent local.

The new Health Education 
Building and the nursing pro-
gram are turning out nurses 
that can work locally and 
support Tillamook’s health 
community.  These are very 
exciting opportunities for the 
community.

I want to continue to be 
part of what has made TBBC 
so successful.  Please get out 
and vote for me on May 20th.

Zone 3: Jim Heffernan: 
I’m Jim Heffernan and I 
have lived in Tillamook 
since 1979.  I moved here 
because I could find work at 
the Creamery.  I loved the job 
and retired after 30 years.  

I fell in love with this 
place immediately and my 46 
years here has not diminished 
my affection.  I am very 
willing to give back to this 
county.

I am running for a posi-
tion on the Tillamook County 
Transportation Board and for 
a position on the Tillamook 
Bay Community College 
Board.

It may seem strange 
running for two positions, 
but both positions involve 
reviewing a board packet 
agenda and attending a 
monthly meeting.  The cru-
cial part is listening to the 
community and voting to 
always put the interests of the 
community first.

Tillamook County Trans-
portation District is not prop-
erly serving the community.  
Our only Sunday service is 
two trips to Portland.  Dial-
a-Ride service is sharply re-
stricted.  Management wants 
to blame the extra burden of 
dialysis trips, but that situa-
tion has existed since March 
of 2024.  Changes are needed 
in training and retention by 
management.

One of seven board mem-
bers cannot effect change, 
All I can offer is an open ear 
to the community and an un-
willingness to blindly accept 
what management chooses to 
spoon-feed the board.

Tillamook Bay Com-

munity College is perform-
ing wonderfully for the 
community.  I have a long 
association with the college 
as a student (in 1996 and in 
2025), a volunteer ESL tutor, 
and as an adjunct instructor.  
I question Suzanne Weber’s 
true devotion to the college 
in lightC of her sponsorship 
of SB 381 which reduces the 
Corporate Activity Tax that is 
meant to support education.

Zone 6: Pat Ryan:  My 
name is Pat Ryan. I have 
lived in Rockaway Beach/Til-
lamook County for the past 
32 years.

My work career includes 
time with International 
Harvester Tractor Works 
as well as a carpenter and 
construction foreman. My 
family moved to Rockaway 
Beach in 1993 where I served 
as the Facilities Manager at 
Camp Magruder in Rocka-
way Beach. I was hired by 
Tillamook Bay Community 
College in 2009 when the 
College moved to the new 
campus on Third Street. My 
last 12 years with TBCC 
I served as the Director of 
Human Resources, Facilities, 
and Campus Safety.

During my employment 
with Tillamook Bay Com-
munity College I was able to 
be part of the visioning and 
planning for much of what 
is currently in place to serve 
the residents of Tillamook 
County. I look forward to the 
opportunity to support the 
continued development of 
the College and educational 
opportunities to meet the di-
verse needs and goals of the 
students the College serves. 

Tillamook County 
Transportation 
District board 
of directors

Position 1: David Mc-
Call: My name Is David 
McCall, I’m 56 years young 
and have lived in Tillamook 
County since 2012.

After graduating from 
college, I was sent to Central 
Eastern Europe with a Peace 
Corps-backed organization 
in 1990, just after the end of 
the Cold War. After serving 
three years, I moved into the 
private sector, working in 
the waste management field. 
I was based in Hungary but 
worked throughout the re-
gion for 22 years. I relocated 
to Tillamook in 2012, where 
I ran the county’s Solid 
Waste & Recycling program 
for eleven years. During this 
time, I was also president 
of the Tillamook Farmers 
Market, elected City Coun-
cilor in Bay City in 2016, 
Mayor in 2020 and 2022. I 
have been the City Manager 
since 2023. I serve on the 
Executive Committee of the 
Columbia-Pacific Economic 
Development District, the 
Northwest Area Commission 
on Transportation, and Posi-
tion #1 on the Transportation 
District.

The district’s mission is to 
provide reliable transporta-
tion to individuals through-
out Tillamook County who 
need such services. Last 
year the district stepped up 

to provide transportation 
for dialysis patients who 
needed transport three times 
a week to facilities outside 
the normal service area. As 
more drivers are brought on 
and trained, and the need for 
such transports hopefully 
decreases, the district will be 
able to restore some of the 
services that were previ-
ously cut back. This needs 
to be done in a smart way, 
ensuring not only quality, but 
also consistent service to the 
public. As a board member I 
will support those efforts and 
ask the questions necessary 
so that it will be reliable and 
successful. 

I thank you for your 
support so I can continue to 
serve on the Transportation 
District!

Jim Heffernan: see 
response in Tillamook Bay 
Community college Board 
section.

Position 3: Vern Ressler: 
My name is Vern Ressler; I 
am 68 years old. I have lived 
in Tillamook County since 
2008 till 2013 as a wastewa-
ter supervisor and from 2017 
till present as retired. 

I served 4 years in the 
navy in communication at 
shore and on a ship. My 
main career was 30 years in 
wastewater operations, 10 as 
a supervisor. I volunteered 
to drive elderly and handi-
capped in Roseburg from 
1992 until 1994. In retire-
ment, starting in november 
2017 for 5 years, I drove for 
the Tillamook County Trans-
portation District.  I have 
learned a great deal about the 
district and the passengers. 

The biggest issue is the 
loss of critical routes. No 
Sunday service is available 
except 2 Portland runs. 

Position 5: Eric Sap-
pington: My name is Eric 
Sappington. I’m 56 years 
old and have lived in Tilla-
mook County for 29 years. 
This is my home, and I care 
deeply about its growth, 
safety, and accessibility.

I worked in construc-
tion for over 20 years, 
taught social-emotional 
skills at Wilson River High 
School, and for the last 
four years, I’ve been the 
Youth Engagement Director 
at the Tillamook YMCA. 
I’m also the President of 
the Fairview Grange, a 
role I’ve held for 12 years. 
These roles have taught 
me how to lead, work with 
the community, and find 
practical solutions to real 
challenges.

Access to reliable trans-
portation in rural areas is a 
major issue. Many people 
rely on it for daily needs. 
I would work to improve 
services by building part-
nerships, finding funding, 
and supporting creative so-
lutions like flexible routes 
and better senior transit 
options.

My priorities would be 
to make transportation 
more accessible, safer, and 
more efficient for every-
one. I also want to plan for 
long-term growth, so our 
systems keep up with the 
needs of the community.
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remained steady at $24.50 
from 2010 until 2023, when 
it was increased to $36.14, 
before being increased 
again last year to $37.62.

The proposed fee 
increases drew consider-
able concern from the 
public at the meeting, with 
former Mayors Tim Hall 
and Judy Riggs and other 
commenters questioning 
them. Riggs encouraged 
the council not to enact all 
three revenue-generating 
proposals at once, while 
Hall encouraged them to 
wait until the city had a 
better picture of its financial 
footing before passing the 
increases.

When councilors began 
discussing the proposed 
fees, it became clear that 
they too had reservations 
about the package.

Councilor Norm Shat-
tuck said that he was 
concerned about the road 
maintenance fee and wasn’t 
clear about why the fran-
chise fees were not suffi-
cient to cover maintenance 
needs.

Councilor Linda Bade 
said that she was worried 
about the lack of communi-

cation about the proposals 
with citizens. Bade contin-
ued that she knew the city 
needed money but that she 
would like to see more infor-
mation about the city’s bud-
get before moving forward 
and that she was worried 
about people being able to 
afford the increased fees. 

Bade said that while it 
was hard to believe the city 
was that much in the hole 
financially, they had been 
spending money for years 
while in an unclear financial 
situation leading to the cur-
rent predicament.

Mayor Katie Findling 

suggested that the coun-
cil delay action on the 
proposed new fee and fee 
increases until their May 
meeting, which would give 
the budget committee time 
to consider other ways to 
trim the budget and allevi-
ate the need for the new 
revenue.

The other councilors 
agreed and voted to table 
the item until their May 
meeting.

At the April meeting, the 
council also voted to assign 
responsibility for sewer 
lateral lines to property 
owners. 

Rates
Garibaldi

From Page A1

weight-mile tax, almost 
doubling the state’s payroll 
tax, instituting a road-user 
charge for electric vehi-
cles, implementing a 1% 
fee on new vehicle sales 
and creating a 3% tax on 
tire sales. 

In total, the proposed 
new and increased fees and 
taxes would generate at 
least $1.9 billion biannu-
ally for the state’s highway 
fund, Oregon’s main trans-
portation funding source. 
The revenues from the tire 
tax would go to support 
rail, wildlife crossings and 
salmon recovery.

Weber said that the 
sweeping proposal had 
been developed without 
input from Republicans, 
lamenting the fact and say-
ing that it marked a change 
from the process around 
amending Measure 110 
last year when Democrats 
participated in bipartisan 
discussions.

While recognizing that 
funding the state’s high-

ways was going to neces-
sitate increasing tax and 
fees, Weber had doubts 
about the equity of some 
of the proposed measures, 
particularly the tire tax. 
Weber pointed out that 
Tillamook did not have rail 
projects that could ben-
efit from the funding and 
worried that the lack of 
consideration for returning 
value to rural taxpayers, 
who travel longer distances 
than their urban counter-
parts, would play out in 
other aspects of the pack-
age as well.

“That is going to burden, 
especially rural Oregon, 
especially where we live,” 
Weber said. “Our gas is 
higher in price where we 
live on the coast, and we 
have to travel farther in 
order to get services and so 
we are paying more money 
in taxes than just about 
any other place other than 
eastern Oregon to be able 
to maintain our transporta-
tion system and what are 
we getting out of it?”

Weber said that she 
would like to see funding 
devoted to problematic 
highways around the dis-

trict, mentioning 6, 26 and 
30, as well as 101 between 
Rockaway Beach and 
Wheeler. 

As of April 15, We-
ber said that no hearings 
had yet been scheduled 
on the proposal and that 
she hoped there would be 
more collaboration on the 
process moving forward. 
“This can’t be the final so-
lution,” Weber said, “there 
has to be some ability to 
bargain on this, not neces-
sarily for the party but for 
the people, because this is 
a huge package.”

In the education com-
mittee, Weber said that she 
is more pleased with the 
work being done on Gover-
nor Tina Kotek’s proposed 
reforms to accountability, 
put forward in Senate Bill 
141. Earlier in the ses-
sion, Weber had concerns 
about how the state would 
intervene in struggling 
districts and how those 
districts would be identi-
fied through testing, but 
she said that many of those 
concerns have now been 
addressed, though work is 
ongoing, with even more 
clarity needed on testing.

“I’m feeling much better 
about 141,” Weber said, “I 
think that it is also going 
to have to be one of those 
issues that is a work in 
progress.”

Weber said that she 
was still hoping to work 
on legislation to address 
student and teacher absen-
teeism and that she wanted 
to see instructional time 
increased for students, who 

end up with a year less of 
instructional time between 
kindergarten and high 
school graduation than 
their peers in Washington 
and California.

Weber also mentioned 
that she would like to see 
more counselors provided 
to help support students 
and cut down on classroom 
interruptions.

Outside of transportation 

and education, Weber is 
promoting bills on a vari-
ety of other subjects that 
are still moving forward. 
They include funding for 
a study of Highway 30 in 
Columbia County, a bill 
to support the children of 
military families, a tax 
credit for childcare work-
ers and an exemption from 
the corporate activity tax 
for healthcare businesses.

Weber
From Page A1

Trask River Hatch-
ery run by the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, representing a 
quarter of the 400,000 
Spring Chinook raised 
by the hatchery each 
year, according to Skaar. 
The fish are hatched 
from eggs gathered from 
returning female fish 
each fall and hatched and 
kept until they develop 
eyes at the Trask River 
Hatchery, when 100,000 

are transferred to the 
Whiskey Creek Fish 
Hatchery.

On the day of the fin 
clipping, volunteers be-
gan arriving at 8:30 a.m. 
and were welcomed by 
coffee and donuts, before 
taking up positions for 
clipping.

Volunteers lined both 
sides of a long trough 
that runs adjacent to 
the hatchery’s fishpond 
and manned trays filled 
with fresh water where 
members of the an-
glers brought fish that 
had been dipped in a 
Novocain-derived anes-
thetic for clipping. After 
removing the superfluous 
adipose fins, volunteers 
placed the fish in the 

trough, which returned 
them to the pond. The 
fin-clipping line has 
space for 96 clippers at 
a time and volunteers 
rotated in and out for 
breaks throughout the 
day.

When three quarters 
of the fish had had their 
fins clipped, the volun-
teers broke for a free 
barbecue lunch provided 
by the anglers, before 
returning to clipping, 
with work wrapping up 
around 2 p.m.

All ages were repre-
sented at the event, with 
many families participat-
ing together, and Skaar 
estimated that 250-300 
people attended through-
out the day.

Fin 
Clipping

From Page A1

A volunteer expertly clips the fin from a fry.

US Poet Laureate Ada Limón Coming to Oregon
The US Poet 
Laureate will give 
the Sitka Spring 
Keynote in a 
reading at a rural 
public school on 
the Oregon Coast

The Sitka Center for Art 
and Ecology will host US 
Poet Laureate Ada Limón 
as the featured speaker for 
its Spring Keynote on May 
20 at Nestucca K-8 School 
in Cloverdale, Oregon. Un-
like many literary events 
that take place in urban 
centers and require costly 
tickets, Sitka is bringing 
Limón to rural Oregon for 
a free, community-focused 
celebration of poetry and 
nature. This in-person 
event offers community 
members the opportunity 
to hear Limón read from 

her work and discuss the 
role of poetry in connect-
ing people to the natural 
world. A book signing will 
follow.

Sitka Spring Keynote 
Free, in-person event, Res-
ervations required

Tuesday, May 20, 2025
Doors open 5:30 p.m.
Reading 6 p.m.
followed by a book 

signing.

About Ada Limón
Ada Limón is the au-

thor of six books of poetry, 
including The Carrying, 
which won the National 
Book Critics Circle Award 
for Poetry. Her most 
recent book of poetry, 
The Hurting Kind, was 
shortlisted for the Griffin 
Poetry Prize. She is the 
24th Poet Laureate of The 
United States, the recipient 

of a MacArthur Fellow-
ship, and a TIME maga-
zine woman of the year. 
As the Poet Laureate, her 
signature project is called 
You Are Here and focuses 
on how poetry can help 
connect us to the natural 
world. Her first books for 
children include In Praise 
of Mystery and And, Too, 
The Fox.

About the 
Sitka Center

Now entering its 55th 
year, the Sitka Center 
champions art and na-
ture access for all. Sitka 
Center’s growing youth 
program, K-8 Create, now 
serves 5,000 students in 17 
Oregon schools. Sitka is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit located 
in Otis, Oregon at Cascade 
Head. For more details 
visit sitkacenter.org. Poet Laureate Ada Limón
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   The Citizen welcomes letters that express readers’ opinions on 
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name, address (including city) and telephone number for verifi-
cation of the writer’s identity.  We will print the writer’s name and 
town of residence only. Letters without the requisite identifying 
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order received and may be edited for length, grammar, spell-
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Obituaries
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residency, and information about any funeral services. No cost.
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each additional 200 words. Includes a small photo at 
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•  Premium Obituary: Often used by families who wish to 
include multiple photos with a longer announcement, or who 
wish to run a thank-you. Cost varies based on the length of the 
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Citizen
North Coast

CLASSIFIEDS
Misc Services

150

Church Services by the Sea
Cannon Beach to Nehalem

Nehalem
Nehalem Bay 
United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612
Pastor Celeste Deveney + 
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Food Pantry
Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches
Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumcnsl2020@gmail.com

To feature your spiritual 
organization on this panel:

Contact Katherine at 
(503) 842-7535,

 headlightads@countrymedia.net.

Misc Wanted
790

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ for 
sports card collections & Poke-
mon. Premium paid for vintage. 
Corey 541-838-0364.

H2
51
64

 (503) 457-3089
sightunseenshredding@gmail.com

We provide
CONFIDENTIAL 

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
for home or business 

Locally Owned, Member of 
Tillamook Chamber of Commerce

SIGHT UNSEEN SHREDDING, LLC 
License #20-480

Reorganizing 
your office?

We can 
help
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Best Food and Drink
Atmosphere ________________________________
Baked Goods  _______________________________
Breakfast  __________________________________
Brew Pub ___________________________________
Burger _____________________________________
Chinese ____________________________________
Clam Chowder ______________________________
Coffee _____________________________________
Dessert  ____________________________________
Dinner _____________________________________
Fish & Chips  ________________________________
Food Cart  __________________________________
Grilled Cheese _______________________________
Happy Hour  ________________________________
Ice Cream  __________________________________
Lunch  _____________________________________
Mexican ____________________________________
Patio Dining  ________________________________
Pizza  ______________________________________
Sandwiches  ________________________________
Seafood  ___________________________________
Steak  ______________________________________
Sushi  ______________________________________
Tasting Room  _______________________________
Thai _______________________________________
Vegan/Vegetarian  ___________________________
Waterfront Dining ___________________________

Business - Best Local Place For
A Fun Time _________________________________
Accountant _________________________________
Annual Event _______________________________
Appliances  _________________________________
Art / Gallery _________________________________
Auto Body  _________________________________
Auto Service  ________________________________
Boutique Shopping __________________________
Cannabis Dispensary  _________________________
Catering  ___________________________________
Clothing  ___________________________________
Computer Sales & Service  _____________________
Car / Truck Purchase  _________________________
Cultural Experience  __________________________
Customer Service  ____________________________
Date Night  _________________________________
Entertainment  ______________________________
Electrician Service/Install  _____________________
Family Attraction  ____________________________
Family Night  ________________________________
Financial Institution __________________________
Fishing & Hunting Equipment
Fitness / Well Being  __________________________
Florist  _____________________________________
Gardening Supplies & Plants  ___________________
General Contracting / Construction _____________
Gifts  ______________________________________
Groceries & Sundries  _________________________
Health Spa / Fitness __________________________
Heating & Air  _______________________________
Home Furnishings / Decor _____________________
Home Improvement  _________________________

Jewelry ____________________________________
Kayak Rentals  _______________________________
Kids Activities
Landscaping & Lawn  _________________________
Live Entertainment ___________________________
Marina  ____________________________________
Museum ___________________________________
Mental Health Therapy ________________________
News ______________________________________
Organic / Locally Sourced _____________________
Outdoor Recreation __________________________
Overnight Camping  __________________________
Overnight Lodging  __________________________
Parade _____________________________________
Park _______________________________________
Pet / Livestock Supplies  _______________________
Plumbing __________________________________
Real Estate Office ____________________________
Roofing ____________________________________
Repairman / Handyman  ______________________
Senior Living  _______________________________
Support Groups  _____________________________
Supplies  ___________________________________
Veterinarian Services  _________________________

People - Best At What They Do
Include first and last names of individuals and place of business
Bartender  __________________________________
Boss / Manager  _____________________________
Coach _____________________________________
Esthetician  _________________________________
Financial Advisor  ____________________________
Fishing Guide  _______________________________
Food Server  ________________________________
Hair Stylist  _________________________________
Health Professional  __________________________
Insurance Agent  ____________________________
Instructor __________________________________
Manicurist __________________________________
Massage Therapist ___________________________
Mortgage Agent  ____________________________
Non-profit  _________________________________
Pharmacist  _________________________________
Police / Fire / EMT  ___________________________
Property Manager  ___________________________
Real Estate Agent  ____________________________
Spiritual Leader______________________________

Votes must be received by May 15th

Original ballots only, no copies. Please write clearly. 
Only one ballot per reader. 

Enter one person/business per category. 
Businesses can only be voted for service they provide.

2025

It’s

Vote for your favorites 
in support of your 
local community!

Fill out this ballot 
or vote online April 1st 

through May 15th

Headlight Herald Citizen
North Coast

• VOTE ONLINE 
 www.tillamookheadlightherald.com
• RETURN PAPER BALLOTS to the Headlight Herald   
 office at 1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR
• MAIL to P.O. Box 444, Tillamook, OR 97141
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FENCEPOST

SCOTT FISHER
ROCKAWAY BEACH

sfisher71@yahoo.com

On several occasions, 
Rockaway Beach Mayor 
Charles McNeilly has said 
that awarding community 
grants is one of his favorite 
official duties. The April 9 City 
Council meeting saw a number 
of grants awarded, supporting 
everything from a party in the 
park for people with develop-
mental disabilities to improved 
access to the Rockaway Beach 
Library.

Resolution 2025-15 was 
passed unanimously, approving 
the following Small Commu-
nity Grants:

Tillamook County Devel-
opmental Disabilities received 
$1000 to support their third 
annual Intellectual/Develop-
mental Disabilities Picnic in 
Phyllis Baker City Park. Last 
year’s picnic took place on 
June 27, and was the highlight 
of the year for participants and 
organizers alike. Pam Hiller of 
the Tillamook County Devel-

opmental Disabilities Advisory 
Council and David Richmond, 
Tillamook County Develop-
mental Disabilities Program 
Manager spoke last July about 
the 2024 event.

“Last year we had 133 
people. This year we had 
165,” said Hiller about the 
2024 event. “And they want 
to do it every six months!” 
Hiller went on to say about 
last year’s picnic: “We spent 
the $1000 you gave us to rent 
the park and feed the people.” 
The event, which features face 

painting, games, a photo booth, 
and a community cookout, is 
scheduled for July 3 this year.

Next, the International 
Police Museum was awarded 
$4931.58 to support furniture 
and displays for the Commu-
nity Room. This resource will 
be available to all members of 
the community. Call (503) 457-
6056 for more information.

The Rockaway Beach 
Business Association (RBBA) 
received $4999 to support 
fundraising projects. These 
projects include an Easter Egg 
hunt, which includes a by-
donation pancake breakfast at 
the fire station, and a scavenger 
hunt with prizes for adults and 
children.

Other RBBA events include 
the Trunk or Treat on Hal-
loween weekend. Last year’s 
event took place at the new 
Anchor Street Park parking lot. 
In spite of a cold, wet Saturday, 
the event was packed with 

costumed partygoers. (I was 
dressed as a pirate, though with 
all the rain I looked more like 
the survivor of a shipwreck.) 
Mayor McNeilly and his wife, 
Sue, were present, as was Fire 
Chief Todd Hesse. More than 
20 booths ringed the parking 
lot, with volunteers giving out 
candy.

Probably the biggest RBBA 
event is the annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting in the Wayside, 
held in conjunction with the 
Santa Claus Express from the 
Oregon Coast Scenic Railroad. 
The OCSR’s prized steam lo-
comotive, the McCloud #25, is 
expected to pull Santa and Mrs. 
Claus again, but with a special 
twist: the engine will celebrate 
its 100th birthday this year.

The Friends of the Rocka-
way Beach Library asked for 
$1864 to support two impor-
tant efforts. First, the entrance 
railings for the library need 
replacement. Last year, the 

Friends funded replacement of 
portions of the ADA-accessible 
ramp, as well as a few other 
items. This year the railings 
need attention.

In addition, the Friends plan 
to purchase a Square payment 
device. The biggest anticipated 
use of this will be at the annual 
used book sale, scheduled for 
July 3 this year. This will also 
help year-round with donations 
and purchases of used books, 
DVDs and CDs.

The Neah-Kah-Nie Coast 
Arts Music & Cultural Founda-
tion (NCAM) received $4999 
to support the third annual 
Rockaway Writers Rendez-
vous. This event supports 
scholarships for Tillamook 
County high school students 
pursuing arts-related studies. 
The funds will go towards site 
rentals at the Rockaway Com-
munity Church and the Lions 
Club, plus printing an anthol-
ogy of content submitted for 

the event and cash prizes for 
students. 

The grant application 
process this year was new and 
involved coordination between 
the planning commission and 
city council. Mayor McNeilly 
commented, “I’m very pleased 
with how the process worked 
with the scoring that was used. 
I think we have exceptional 
grants in the final resolution, 
and my thanks to the plan-
ning commission for the work 
that they did that got us to this 
point.”

Finally, the North Coast 
Communities for Watershed 
Protection is holding their April 
Community Meeting to discuss 
ongoing efforts to protect the 
wetlands and drinking water 
in the Nedonna Beach area, 
as well as concerns about 
challenges to the watershed in 
Nehalem. The meeting runs 
6—7:30 p.m. at St Mary by the 
Sea parish hall, 257 S Pacific. 

Board of Forestry discusses state forester recruitment
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Oregon’s Board of For-
estry met on April 23, in Sa-
lem, and began discussions 
about the process of recruit-
ing a new state forester as 
well as desired attributes for 
candidates.

Board members agreed 
that the search should be 
conducted in a way that kept 
candidates’ names private 
until the final stages to 
encourage a wider pool of 
applicants and will adopt a 
formal recruitment process 
at a meeting in the coming 
weeks.

The search for a new state 
forester to lead the Oregon 
Department of Forestry 
comes following the resigna-
tion of Cal Mukumoto from 
the position in January.

At April’s board meeting, 
Kylen Stevens, an executive 
recruiter from the state’s De-
partment of Administrative 
Services who will be assist-
ing in the search, presented 
on the general form recruit-
ments for executive officers 
take at state agencies.

Stevens said that the pro-
cess typically began with re-
cruiters gathering input from 
various interested parties, 
including staff, partner agen-
cies and tribes, and using that 
feedback to develop a list of 
qualifications and desired 
attributes for the role.

With that in hand, the 
agency’s governing board 
determines whether to hire 
an outside recruitment firm 
to help with the process, 
where to advertise the posi-
tion and approves funding 
for those items. The board 
then develops a recruitment 
plan that includes the number 
of interviews, who will be 
involved in them, whether 
the interviews are virtual or 
in-person, how long the re-
cruitment will take and other 
specifics.

Members of the public are 
given an opportunity to com-
ment on both the recruitment 
plan and desired attributes 
before the board adopts 
them. Stevens said the dis-
cussion, comment and adop-
tion of the plan and desired 
attributes could take place at 
the board’s next meeting.

Typically, agencies opt to 
use a recruiter when search-
ing for an executive and sal-
ary is developed based on the 
salaries of top deputies who 
have state-mandated wages.

Stevens said that boards 
usually appoint a subcom-
mittee to lead the next stages 
of the process, with a first 
review of applications occur-
ring in an executive session 
of the subcommittee to iden-
tify five or so applicants for 
interviews. The committee 
then announces their list of 
candidates in a public session 
before interviewing them in 
another executive session 
and winnowing the list down 
to three finalists.

Finalists are then inter-
viewed by agency staff, 
interested partners, tribes or 
whomever the board thinks 
should provide input, before 
a final decision is made and 
contract negotiated.

Stevens said that it was 
also possible to delegate 
an individual to make the 
initial decisions on which 
applicants would be inter-
viewed. This would allow 
those applicants’ names to 
remain confidential, whereas 

a subcommittee would be 
required to name the ap-
plicants chosen for interview 
in a public meeting follow-
ing their executive session, 
which could deter some 
potential applicants.

Stevens said that the 
length of the recruitment 
process would depend on the 
number of steps the board 
included in its plan, but that 
recruitments involving one 
board typically took six to 
eight weeks.

Board Chair Jim Kelly 
started the discussion after 
Stevens’s presentation and 
said that he was concerned 
about a public process dis-
suading qualified people 
from applying, noting that in 
the last search for a state for-
ester in 2021, only seven ap-
plications had been received. 
Kelly said that he wanted to 
have a process where infor-
mation was closely guarded 
by the board to promote a na-
tionwide pool of applicants. 
Board Members Joe Justice 
and Brenda McComb both 
agreed with Kelly.

A department staffer 
then shared the results of 
an internal survey of staff 
about desired attributes for 
the new state forester with 
the board. Just over 10% of 
the agency’s workforce of 
just over 1,000 responded to 
the survey, which provided 
the list of desired attributes 
from 2021 and provided 
respondents an open-ended 
opportunity to make recom-
mendations for changes or 
additions to the list.

The survey found that 
respondents wanted to see 
a new state forester with 
experience in the forestry 
industry, at a department of 
forestry or in fire response, 
and who has an understand-
ing of the department’s 
operations, divisions and 
programs. Respondents said 
that they wanted someone 
with strong communication 
and leadership skills, who 
would prioritize in-person 
engagement with staff, ac-
countability and integrity, to 
help improve the agency’s 
public perception.

After a lunch break, the 
board heard public feedback 
on desired attributes for the 
next forester, with seven 
commenters weighing in. 

Michael Lang from the 
Wild Salmon Center said that 
his organization hoped to see 
a candidate selected with a 
grounding in the ecological 
impacts of forests who could 
rebuild public trust in the 
department.

Representatives from the 
Oregon Loggers and Society 
of Foresters, as well as a for-
estry student and Tillamook 
County Commissioner Erin 
Skaar, speaking on behalf 
of the Forest Trust Land 
Advisory Committee, echoed 
staff sentiments, saying they 
hoped to see an applicant 
selected with experience 
in the industry who would 
appreciate and respect the 
communities and industries 
that depend on forests.

Before concluding the 
meeting, members of the 
board discussed the next 
steps of the recruitment pro-
cess and desired attributes.

Board Member Ben 
Deumling said that he hoped 
whoever was hired would be 
able to take the vision put 
forward in plans developed 
by the board and department 
in recent years into action.

Justice said that hiring 
an applicant with relevant 
experience was critical, as 
whoever was hired would 
need to balance science, de-
partmental values and politi-
cal pressures to be successful 
in the job.

Kelly said that he wanted 
to lean heavily on the work 

done in the 2021 search, 
which had been substantial, 
while also keeping in mind 
the issues that had made 
Mukumoto’s tenure short.

The board then discussed 
the next steps, with some 
confusion arising about the 
need to make public the deci-
sions of a subcommittee and 

the specifics of delegating 
part of the narrowing of ap-
plicants to an individual.

Kelly said that he thought 
a subcommittee would be 
well-suited to working on 
developing the list of desired 
attributes but that he thought 
the board as a whole might 
be able to meet in executive 

session to winnow the initial 
list of applicants down to 
finalists.

Interim State Forester 
Kate Skinner suggested 
waiting for the board’s next 
meeting, when Stevens 
would be able to offer an-
swers to the board’s ques-
tions and provide advice.
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YES
VOTE

on Ballot Measure 
29-183

• Ballot Measure 29-183 asks 
voters to approve a 4% increase 
in Transient Lodging Tax.

• The tax is paid by overnight 
visitors.

• The increase will support the 
Sheriff’s Office, emergency 
management, and upkeep for the 
emergency radio system. 

• The Sheriff’s Office is funded by 
property taxes for a population 
of 27,000. But in high season that 
number can easily triple.

Ask visitors to pay their fair share 
for services that they receive 
when they are here by voting ‘YES‘ 
on Ballot Measure 29-183.

Paid for by A Fair Share for Tourism P.O. Box 1000, Pacific City, OR 97135

Miami-Foley Road bridge work begins
STAFF REPORT

Crews placed tempo-
rary traffic signals at two 
locations on Miami-Foley 
Road on April 13, kicking 
off a project to build new 
bridges over Crystal and 
Dry Creeks that will be 
completed by November.

Work is being undertaken 
by the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), 
with a budget of $3.3 mil-
lion and a mix of state and 
federal funding, including 
money from the Federal 
Highway Administration, 

ODOT and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA).

Initial damage to the 
culverts that were installed 
at the two creeks occurred 
during a 2015 storm, which 
set the process in mo-
tion to replace both with 
bridges. By 2023, designs 
for both bridges had been 
completed, when a Decem-
ber storm caused a 30-foot 
washout at Crystal Creek, 
around milepost 8.8, after 
the Miami River rose four 
feet in one day.

Thanks to the already 

completed plans and cour-
tesy of materials stock-
piled by Tillamook County 
Public Works, crews were 
able to complete a tempo-
rary bridge replacement at 
Crystal Creek and have the 
road reopened within three 
weeks.

Now, the permanent re-
placement at Crystal Creek 
and a bridge to replace the 
culvert at Dry Creek are 
being constructed, with 
both using concrete beam 
structures. The Crystal 
Creek Bridge will include 
nine 60-foot beams, while 

the Dry Creek Bridge will 
have nine 50-foot beams.

Traffic on the bridges 
will be restricted to one 
lane throughout con-
struction, metered by the 
temporary signals, and two 
full, nighttime closures will 

occur during the project 
to allow the contractor to 
set the beams. ODOT will 
provide notice before those 
closures.

FEMA funds are avail-
able for the project thanks 
to Governor Tina Kotek’s 

emergency declaration 
in response to the 2023 
storms.

Construction is expected 
to be completed by Novem-
ber and more information 
can be found on ODOT’s 
website.

One of the two temporary signals at the Crystal Creek temporary bridge.

Search and Rescue raises funds at annual banquet
WILL CHAPPELL

CITIZEN EDITOR

Supporters of Tillamook 
County Search and Rescue 
gathered at the Tillamook 
County Fairgrounds on April 
12, for the group’s annual 
fundraising dinner.

Guests were treated to a 
bevy of carnival style games 
with raffle ticket prizes be-
fore a tri-tip dinner and live 
auction, all of which helped 
to raise more than $36,000, 
before expenses, to support 

search and rescue operations 
in the county.

“This community has 
always been extremely 
supportive of our Sheriff’s 
Office and our Search and 
Rescue Banquet was undeni-
able proof of that” said Til-
lamook Sheriff Josh Brown. 
“All our sponsors, donors, 
vendors and individual 
residents made this event 
an amazing success. Thank 
you to everyone who came 
out and a huge thank you 
to our Search and Rescue 

volunteers and Deputies, 
volunteers from TLC Credit 
Union and all the help of the 
Tillamook County Sheriff’s 
Foundation.”

The annual banquet is the 
main fundraising opportuni-
ty for the search and rescue 
team, which is coordinated 
by and assists the sheriff’s 
office to respond to a wide 
variety of emergent situa-
tions across the county.

The night started with 
more than 250 guests given 
the opportunity to win raffle 

tickets for prizes donated by 
dozens of local businesses at 
carnival-style games spon-
sored by other businesses. 
Balloon popping, a putt-putt 
challenge and ring toss were 
among the games, while gift 
baskets from the Tillamook 
County Creamery Associa-
tion and Werner Beef and 
Brew, gift certificates to Bay 
City Kitchen, baked goods 
from Sarasota’s, artwork and 
firearms were up for grabs, 
among many other items.

After playing the games, 

guests settled into their 
seats and were welcomed by 
Tillamook County Commis-
sioner Paul Fournier, who 
played master of ceremonies 
for the evening. After a sing-
ing of the national anthem 
and prayer, guests enjoyed a 
seasonal fruit salad, potatoes 
au gratin and rolls prepared 
by the team from Pacific 
Restaurant, accompany-
ing tri-tip made by Mike 
Bentley.

After dinner, Brown ad-
dressed the crowd, thanking 

sponsors for donating more 
than 250 items to the event 
and everybody for coming 
out to show their support. 
Brown said that the search 
and rescue team currently 
had 38 volunteer members, 
with 21 fully certified by 
the Oregon State Sheriffs’ 
Association.

Brown then awarded the 
Dean Burden Volunteer 
of the Year Award to Jody 
Richardson before Fournier 
returned to host a live auc-
tion.

Brown embraces Jody Richardson as he presents her the Dean Burden Volun-
teer of the Year Award.

Banquet attendees had a chance to win raffle tickets at a variety of carnival-
style games manned by search and rescue team members.

Correction re: Bay City Council raises water rates
An article published in 

last week’s paper about the 
Bay City city council raising 
water rates contained two 
errors.

First, the article stated that 
the current water rate was 
$36.17, when it is in fact 
$37.58.

Second, the article said 
that up to 150 acres could 
be added to the city’s urban 
growth boundary, when, 
based on its size, Bay City 
is only eligible to add 15 net 
acres. The bill facilitating 
the expedited urban growth 
expansion allows for 29% 

of a property’s area to be de-
ducted from the net figure to 

account for the space taken 
by roads, parks and utilities.

To the Editor:
Yes for Neah-Kah-Nie 

kids. Yes on 29-184
As members of the Neah-

Kah-Nie School Board, we 
are writing to share why we 
unanimously voted to refer 
Measure 29-184 to the May 
ballot — and why we hope 
our community will vote yes.

Here’s the challenge: 
Neah-Kah-Nie is one of 
only four school districts in 
Oregon that does not receive 
State School Fund dollars. 
Instead, we rely heavily on 
timber revenue — and this 
year, that revenue dropped 
sharply. The district is facing 
a $2.7 million shortfall in the 
2025–26 school year, with 
no way to replace that loss 
without local support.

Measure 29-184 is a five-
year local option levy that 
would raise about $2 million 
per year to stabilize funding 
for our schools. It replaces the 

2004 construction bond that 
built the middle school, which 
is expiring. Most property 
owners would see a mod-
est increase — about $5.50 
more per month for a home 
assessed at $250,000. That’s 
a net rate increase of about 26 
cents per $1,000 of assessed 
value.  It is important to note 
that the assessed value of 
your property is much lower 
than its market value.

This levy will help the 
district maintain current 
staffing levels and preserve 
key programs like art, music, 
athletics, career and techni-
cal education, and dual credit 
classes. These programs and 
people are essential to student 
success — and to the values 
of our community.

Strong public schools are 
part of what makes North 
Tillamook County a great 
place to live, work, and raise 
a family. This levy is our 

chance to come together and 
invest in the people — stu-
dents, teachers, and staff 
— who shape the future of 
our community. And it will 
stabilize the district’s funding 
over the next five years while 
we monitor changes in state 
timber harvests.

Neah-Kah-Nie has a long 
track record of financial 
responsibility. When voters 
approved the 2004 bond, the 
district consistently levied 
less than authorized. We 
are committed to doing the 
same here: if timber revenues 
rebound, we will revisit and 
reduce the levy rate.

Please join us in voting Yes 
on Measure 29-184 on May 
20 — for our Neah-Kah-Nie 
kids, teachers and staff, and 
our community.

Sincerely,
Sandy Tyrer, Chair
on behalf of the Neah-

Kah-Nie School Board
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