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Civil Air Patrol cadets and other community members in character as injured survivors at the drill event. Photo by Deborah Maynard

EVCNB hosts shelter drill and open house

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Around 75 volunteers from
the Emergency Volunteer Corps
of Nehalem Bay assembled at the
North County Recreation District
in Nehalem on May 3, for an
emergency drill and open house.

Volunteers practiced respond-
ing to a major storm, with cadets
from Tillamook’s Civil Air Patrol

playing injured civilians, while
also offering members of the pub-
lic a tour with stops highlighting
the variety of programs under-
taken by the group to be prepared
for emergent events.

The Emergency Volunteer
Corps of Nehalem Bay (EVCNB)
was founded in 2008, after a
major storm in 2007 knocked out
transportation and communica-
tion links between communities
in the county, leading residents to

realize they needed to be better
prepared, according to Linda Ko-
zlowski, a longtime member.

Citizens started a help your
neighborhood program, a ham
radio group and volunteering with
Red Cross, at which point they
decided to form an umbrella orga-
nization to coordinate the various
efforts, giving birth to EVCNB.
“We realized that we were all do-
ing the same thing and the more
we integrated, the better, and

that was the start of EVCNB,”
Kozlowski said.

From those humble begin-
nings, the group has significantly
expanded its efforts to respond to
different needs during emergen-
cies and has around 300 com-
munity members who partici-
pate, though there is no formal
membership.

See EVCNB, Page A3

Community members win at Home and Garden Show

Ten community members won prizes in
raffles hosted at the Tillamook Headlight
Herald’s annul Home and Garden Show on
April 26 and 27.

Melissa Kelly won a custom beehive
from the Tillamook Beekeeper’s Associa-
tion, while Joe Warren won a $100 gift
card to the Tillamook County Creamery
Association Farm Store and Theresa Grif-
fin won a $50 gift car to Jandy Nurseries.

Judy Bodine was a double winner. She
won the Steeple Cedar Planter filled with
annuals prize donated to the Tillamook
Kiwanis Club’s Tillamook County High
school scholarships fundraiser raffle by the
Weber family. Judy also won a beautiful
hanging basket from the Tillamook Head-
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light Herald’s free drawing.

Paulette Rush, another double winner,

won the Tillamook Kiwanis Club prize
Flower Planter with Coleus and Annuals-
Top Handle donated by the Weber family.
She also won a delightful quilt made by
Kathy Favret for the Marie Mills Founda-
tion, Inc. fundraiser raffle. She is pictured

on the left with Kim Webb in the center
and Desiree Brotherton on the left.

Bruce Widener won the Lamiglas
Classic Salmon Rod with Okuma Corvallus
Reel that was donated to the Kiwanis raffle

See HOME & GARDEN SHOW, Page A2
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One of the decorators of the Tillamook Beekeepers’ raffle prize hive selects the winning ticket
on Sunday, April 27.

Javadl’s
TLT
reform
push still
alive in
Salem

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Following the death of his original
bill seeking to amend the restrictions on
the use of transient lodging tax revenues
by cities and counties, Representa-
tive Cyrus Javadi’s quest to change the
formula has been reborn in a new priority
bill advanced by Representative Jules
Walters.

Javadi said that there is still work to
be done deciding the bill’s final form but
that he is bullish on its prospects given
the level of engagement he has seen
among fellow legislators this year.

“I think there are a lot of stakeholders
that are really hopeful that we get some-
thing across the finish line, I think there’s
a lot of support for that still,” Javadi said.
“I think people are trying to be careful
here, they realize that this law has been
in its current form for a long time and
that if we’re going to change it, we want
to make sure that we’re not too heavy-
handed in how we do it. So, I think that’s
a good sign for indicating that people are
thinking about it seriously.”

Passed in 2003, House Bill 2267 es-
tablished the current regime for transient
lodging tax (TLT) collection across the
State of Oregon. The bill allowed city
and county governments to institute a
TLT in their jurisdiction and required that
the revenues generated by the tax be split,
with 70% dedicated to the construction of
tourism-related facilities or tourism pro-
motion, while the remaining 30% could
be used for any purpose.

Most jurisdictions across the state
have availed themselves of the TLT, but
as tourism has boomed in certain areas of

See JAVADI, Page A3

Interim
Wheeler
manager
discusses
budget

WILL CHAPPELL
Citizen Editor

Wheeler’s city council promoted
Madison Chestnut to the position of
interim city manager at their March
meeting, following the resignation of
Wesley Wootten.

Chestnut, a Nehalem native who has
been with the city for two years, is be-
ginning a master’s program at Southern
Oregon University this fall but will help
guide the city through the budgeting
and city manager recruitment processes
before departing. Chestnut included
two new fees and an increase as part of
her initial budget proposal and said her
focus is maintaining stability to allow
ongoing projects happening in the city’s
water system, especially one at Gervais
Creek, to progress.

“My primary goal is to, at least in
the interim city manager position, is
to keep all these projects that the city
has moving forward,” Chestnut said, “I
don’t want to see any lapse in that just
because we’re in kind of dire straits
right now with the budget.”

Chestnut grew up in Nehalem

See WHEELER, Page A2
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Coleus and Annuals Top Handle donated by the Weber family. She also won a delightful quilt made by
Kathy Favret for the Marie Mills Foundation, Inc. fundraiser raffle.

Judy Bodine was a double winer at the show, taking home a planter filled with annuals from the
Kiwanis Club and a hanging basket from the Headlight Herald.

Home &
GARDEN

From Page A1

Patriotic Wood Quilt Block
made and donated to Tilla-
mook Kiwanis Club by her
grandfather Rick Stelzig,
pictured in the center with
Anna Stelzig on the left
and Chole to the right.
Other prize winners
include Genevieve Bridges
and Katherine Mace who

each won a handmade ce-
dar planter constructed by
James Billstine for the Til-
lamook County Democrats
raffle. Mary Covington

is the winner of the Trash
Bash 2025 tickets offered
by our event co-sponsor
Tillamook County Solid
Waste.

by Tillamook Anglers.
Chole Stelzig won
the Hand Made Unique

Kiwanis Club by her grandfather Rick Stelzig, pictured in the center with Anna Stelzig on the left and
Chole to the right.

WHEELER
Manager
From Page A1

before attending Oregon
State University, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree
in public policy, after which
she spent several years as

a social worker. When a

position opened in Wheeler
in 2023, Chestnut applied
and has since worked under
three city managers before
stepping into the interim
role when Wootten left for

Class@
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a position with the City of
Rockaway Beach.

Chestnut said that she
plans to continue working
in the public sector after
completing her master’s de-
gree, but that she will most
likely focus on financing
rather than city management,
which she said does not play
to her strengths. “City man-
agement just really isn’t my
forte,” Chestnut said. “But I
do think that it’s helpful to
have the policy background
in addition to the experience
I’ve gained in this role, and
also, you know, the financial
pieces that are gained for my
master’s.”

The financial puzzle of
piecing together a budget for
a small city in Oregon has
never been more complex, as
costs continue to rise while
revenue-generation oppor-
tunities are limited. This led
Chestnut to propose a total
cut to the budget for next fis-
cal year of $60,000, mostly
in staff training and emer-
gency preparedness, to avoid
a negative cash flow in the
general fund’s $460-470,000
budget.

As part of the budget-
ing process, Chestnut also
proposed three potential
changes to the city’s fees to
allow the city to prevent cuts
to services that are important

to residents.

The first proposal was for
a monthly fee of $5.69 per
property to pay for the city’s
contracted law enforcement
services with the Manzanita
Police Department. Those
services cost around $23,000
annually for 15 hours of
monthly patrol, up from
$14,000 last year, and Chest-
nut said that she knew they
were important to residents.

“The two things that
have been identified as kind
of focuses for citizens by
counselors have been traffic
calming and emergency
services, they’d like to see
more police presence,”
Chestnut said. “So, I think
that cutting police services
isn’t something that citizens
would like to see.”

To address the second citi-
zen priority, transportation,
Chestnut proposed a per
property monthly fee $4.83
to raise $19,500 for street
maintenance. Wheeler’s
street fund currently receives
50% of the utility franchise
fees collected by the city as
well as the city’s portion of
the state gas tax, amounting
to about $50,000.

However, $42,000 of that
will be spent on staff time
related to street work leaving
just $8,000 for maintenance
work. While the budget was

higher this year and Chest-
nut said that the city will
complete as many high-
priority projects as possible
before July, doing projects
beyond vital repairs next
year would be contingent on
the fee being approved.

The final revenue boost-
ing proposal is an increase in
the city’s stormwater drain-
age management fee from $5
to $11 to help maintain the
city’s system. The fee was
last adjusted in 2006.

Chestnut stressed that the
ideas were just proposals
and that it would be up to
council to weigh their value
before deciding whether to
adopt them. She said she
appreciated the economic
strain faced by community
members and encouraged
them to offer feedback on
how the proposals would
impact them at upcoming
meetings.

“It’s hard out there right
now to be paying all these
additional fees,” Chestnut
said, “your water bill’s high,
your taxes are high, grocer-
ies are high, everything’s
high. And so, it’s just dif-
ficult for the typical person
to get by, so I want to hear
as much input from the com-
munity as I can about your
feelings on any increases
that we have.”
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EVCNB

Drill and Open House
From Page A1

Today, the group is divid-
ed into two main divisions:
neighborhood preparedness
and emergency response.

The goal of the neighbor-
hood preparedness division
is to promote a culture of
preparedness among commu-
nity members, encouraging
go bag usage and neighbor-
hood interconnectivity. The
program currently has 13
identified neighborhoods in
the Nehalem Bay area where
citizens have plans for their
area’s specific needs and will
share resources and experi-
ence during emergent events,
while coordinating com-
munications with emergency
responders.

Residents interested
in joining a neighborhood
preparedness group can find
more information at evcnb.
org and the organization is
interested in starting new
groups.

The emergency response
division is tasked with re-
sponding to emergencies and
has a wide variety of groups
prepared to respond to differ-
ent needs.

The most highly trained
group in the emergency
response division is the
medical reserve corps, which
consists of doctors, nurses
and EMTs, who will respond
to medical needs during an
emergency.

Supplies for the medical
reserve corps are stored in
two emergency trailers that
contain basic and advanced
life support equipment, tents
to serve as mobile operating
rooms and dormitories, a
stove capable of sterilizing
medical tools, water purifica-
tion equipment, generators,
refrigeration for medication
and a suite of communica-

tions equipment. The two
trailers were paid for by
$160,000 in grant funding
from FEMA and operate us-
ing solar power.

Community emergency
response teams (CERT)
are another critical part of
EVCNB’s emergency re-
sponse activities. CERTSs are
made up of citizens trained
and certified in basic disaster
response and partner with
local agencies, in EVCNB’s
case the Nehalem Bay Fire
& Rescue District, to assist
during emergencies.

EVCNB’s CERT coor-
dinator Joe Cooper said that
during a fire in Wheeler,
teams had deployed to set up
rest stations and provide food
and water to firefighters bat-
tling the blaze. “That’s our
main thing, to be what I call
force multipliers for our first
responders, so we can do the
grunt work that doesn’t take
a lot of training,” Cooper
said.

There are currently
around 130 trained CERT
members in the Nehalem
Bay area and members re-
cently helped to train a group
of citizens in Bay City.

Other divisions on the
emergency preparedness side
of EVCNB include shelter,
food, communications, and
water sanitation and hygiene.

The shelter team works
with the North County Rec-
reation District to provide
a warm, safe place to go
during local emergencies and
cold weather events, with the
capability of hosting up to
140 people on cots in the dis-
trict’s buildings in Nehalem.
Food is stored and prepared
at Nehalem Bay United
Methodist and transported up
the hill to the district.

Communications are an
area of high involvement
for the group, with around
300 community members
trained to communicate on
yellow radios and set to tune
to a set frequency in the case

Medical reserve corps members treat Civil Air Patrol cadets playing injured residents during the
shelter drill.

of emergency for further
instruction.

The group also has
trained ham radio operators
to communicate with places
farther afield than north
county and the emergency
trailers with medical supplies
have Starlink terminals, as
well as Windlink, a radio-
based text messaging system
used by first responders.

In the event of an emer-
gency, EVCNB must be ac-
tivated by Tillamook County
Emergency Manager Randy
Thorpe, who can declare an
emergency, allowing the
county to assume liability for
the group’s shelters and qual-
ifying the hours volunteered
for reimbursement from
FEMA. The county health
department must declare an
emergency to activate the
medical reserve corps.

Once the activation
comes in, leaders will use a
custom app or radio com-
munications, if cell phone
coverage is unavailable, to
activate the necessary groups
to respond.

In May’s drill, volun-
teers practiced responding
to a winter storm with high
winds, like the one in 2007
that led to EVCNB’s found-
ing. During the event, cadets
from the Tillamook Civil Air
Patrol and other volunteers
played the part of 60 injured
locals, donning ultra-realistic
wounds applied by Com-
mand Deborah Maynard and
acting out various medical
issues at assigned times to
give the medical reserve
corps a chance to practice.

A temporary shelter was set
up, food was brought from
the United Methodist Church
and radio operators practiced
their communications, even
sending LifeFlight practice
messages via Windlink.

More information about
EVCNB’s various groups
and ways to join can be
found on their website at
evenb.org, as well as upcom-

JAVADI
TLT Reform

From Page A1

the state with small popula-
tions, particularly along the
coast and in Hood River

and Deschutes Counties,
problems have arisen. With
property taxes frozen and the
assessed value of properties
limited to 3% annual increas-
es, jurisdictions in these areas
have found their budgets
crunched as they try to handle
the emergency response and
infrastructure needs generated
by large numbers of visitors.

Javadi has been concerned
with the split throughout his
time in Salem but spent his
first term getting acquainted
with the legislature, before
campaigning on the issue
heavily last year and making
it his legislative focus in this
long session.

At the beginning of the
session, Javadi brought two
bills forward suggesting
different amendments to the
revenue allocation, with one
establishing different rules for
high tourism counties and the
other changing the definitions
for allowed uses of restricted
funds to include law enforce-
ment and tourist facility
maintenance. However, both
sputtered out, dying in the
general government com-
mittee for a lack of votes to
advance to the revenue com-
mittee.

But at that point, Wal-
ters approached Javadi and
offered to take up the issue,

crafting legislation to change
the definition of allowable
uses of restricted funds and
designating it one of her five
priority bills. Walters is also a
member of the revenue com-
mittee, which put the bill on
the committee’s agenda for a
public hearing last week.

“It died for a day and now
it is alive again and it’s sitting
in the revenue committee,”
Javadi said.

Javadi said that the bill
was still a work in progress
and that it might be amended
to include a sunset provision
or apply only to counties with
a high rate of tourism. “The
hope is, and I think where
we’re going to end up with
this if you’re able to land it
well, is that it will be limited
to impacted districts like
Tillamook County, Lincoln

County and a few others,”
Javadi said.

The Oregon Restaurant
and Lodging Association has
still not participated in discus-
sions around the bill, Javadi
said, but he is hopeful that
they will participate in a work
group that he expects to start
meeting soon.

Other bills brought by
Javadi are also winding their
way through the legislative
process, including a bill that
would require the Oregon
Department of Forestry to
provide more accurate harvest
forecasts for state forests
to counties which receive
revenues from the forests,
which is awaiting a fiscal
impact statement, and a bill
to make reopening shuttered
dialysis centers within two
years easier.
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ing classes, including a water
purification class scheduled
for May 31.

Cooper, EVCNB’s CERT

A handful of the 140 cots that are available for EVCNB’s use were set up during the drill.

coordinator, said that the
group will also be hosting an
event for fifth graders at Ne-
halem Elementary school to

educate them on emergency
preparedness and help start a
go bag in early June.

Selected students work after school and during school breaks,
an average of 15 hours per week. While working, students will
perform a variety of tasks within the department they work.
Local high school students entering their senior year in the
2025-2026 school year are eligible to apply. Applications are
due Monday, May 19, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. For more information
and to apply, visit https://www.tpud.org/about-us/career-

220, opportunities/employment-opportunities/.

P.0. Box 433 ¢ 1115 Pacific Ave ¢ Tillamook, OR 97141
www.tpud.org ¢ 503-842-2535
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Tale bearers are as bad
as the tale makers —
tis an old cbservation

and a very true one.
— Richard Sheridan
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Nehalem
Nehalem Bay

March - October 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
November - February noon to 4 p.m.
Nehalem Senior Lunches

==

United Methodist Church
36050 10th Street, Nehalem, OR
(503) 368-5612

Pastor Celeste Deveney +
Sunday service 11 a.m.

Food Pantry

Open Friday, Saturday & Monday
10am.to 2 p.m.

Wednesday

Tuesday & Thursday served at noon
email: nbumens|2020@gmail.com
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headlightads@countrymedia.net.

The idea of Go Figurs is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left 1o right
and tep to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.
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There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.
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PHOTO COURTESY SITKA CENTER FOR ARTS AND ECOLOGY
Summer workshop attendees work on paintings in one of the center’s five studio spaces.

tion from artist Qingin Liu.

PHOTO COURTESY SITKA CENTER FOR ARTS AND ECOLOGY
Student participants in Sitka’s Youth Program show off fabric printed art they made following instruc-

Sitka Center prepares for poet laureate residency

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

South Tillamook County’s
Sitka Center for Art and
Ecology is getting ready for
a visit from United States
Poet Laureate Ada Limon this
month, during which the poet
will do a free, public reading
at the Nestucca K8 school on
May 20.

Sitka Center Executive Di-
rector Alison Dennis said that
the center was thrilled to be
able to offer the community
an opportunity to appreciate
world-class art without hav-
ing to travel.

“The Sitka Center was
thrilled when U.S. Poet
Laureate Ada Limon accepted
our invitation to come and
not only stay in residency, but
deliver a free public read-
ing out in the community,”
Dennis said, “really with
the intention of putting a
spotlight on the importance of
rural arts access and access to
high quality art that normally
you’d have to have a way to
get to one of our bigger cities
to get to go and participate
in.”

The Sitka Center is located
at the extreme southern end
of Tillamook County, on the
south side of Cascade Head,
in the middle of the Cascade
Ranch neighborhood.

Originally founded as
Camp Sitka in 1970 to sup-
port local arts education, the

center found its permanent
home in 1971 when devel-
oper Mike Lowell, inspired
by the Sea Ranch in Sonoma
County and other intentional
living communities, dedicat-
ed a property at the center of
the Cascade Ranch neighbor-
hood to housing the center.

“The idea was to have an
intentional living community
in a beautiful place on the Or-
egon coast, with an art center
in the middle instead of a golf
course,” Dennis said.

Sitka Center’s first studio
opened in 1972, and in the
years since, the campus has
expanded to encompass
five studios and five apart-
ments for visiting artists and
scientists.

During the winter months,
Sitka’s campus is dedicated
to residencies for visiting
artists and scientists, who
are selected by a jury from
across the nation and around
the world and stay for free at
the center for periods ranging
from several weeks to several
months. Dennis said that
grant programs also provide
per diems to some of the art-
ists and scientists who come
to the center.

When the Headlight Her-
ald visited the center, a group
of musicians from around
the pacific northwest was in
residence, taking advantage
of the center’s studio space to
compose and record music,
while drawing inspiration

U.S. Poet Laureate Ada Limén.

from the bucolic surround-
ings.

Dennis said that many of
the artists who visit the center
focus in their work on the
intersection between art and
ecology and that the location
helps them to explore that
intersectionality and draw on
nature for reenergization.

“I think we’ve all had
experiences where getting
up from our desk and going
outside and taking a walk in
nature or getting a breath of
fresh air has us come back to
our work feeling more cre-
ative and energized or maybe

PHOTO BY AYNA LORENZO
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Sitka summer workshop attendees get up close and personal with marine life in an intertidal area.

with a breakthrough of some
kind in our work,” Dennis
said. “So, that core idea is
central to the kinds of experi-
ence that Sitka provides to
both emerging and profes-
sional artists.”

In addition to artists,
Sitka Center also welcomes
scientists, who take advan-
tage of the area’s extensive
conservation protections,
during the winter. The center
is surrounded by the United
States Forest Service’s Cas-
cade Head Scenic Research
Area, which was established
in 1974 to provide permanent
ecological protection to the
area, and is just uphill from
the Salmon River Estuary,
which was restored in the
2000s, drawing researchers
studying everything from
whales to native pollinators.

After a brief spring clean-
ing in May, the center pivots
from hosting residencies
to a summer packed with
workshops, hosting around
100 between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. The classes
range from one to five days,
are designed for varying skill
levels and teach disciplines
from woodblock printing to
carving a spoon.

Teachers for the summer
classes stay in the center’s
apartments and are paid for
their time from student fees,
which average around $100 a
day, per Denis.

Beyond the offerings at
its main campus, the center
has also started to expand its
reach in the community in

recent years, focusing in on
local youth and partnering
with school districts from Til-
lamook, Clatsop and Lincoln
Counties to offer monthly
arts instruction to more than
5,000 students at 17 schools.

The initiative started in
2020, when the Tillamook-
based Community Arts
Project, in danger of closing,
approached the center to ask
for help, at which point the
center’s board agreed to take
over the project’s educa-
tion program, which was
operating at Nestucca K8
and Garibaldi Grade School.
From there, Dennis said
that the program expanded
quickly, and now part-time
employees from the center
based in each of the counties
provide instruction at their
local schools.

Dennis said that the center
looked to give kids oppor-
tunities to do projects they
might not otherwise get to
do at school as part of the
program. Dennis explained
the students’ current project,
inspired by Portland land-
scape photographer Mike
Vos, which saw each student
take three photos with a
point-and-shoot camera in
their community last month
before receiving a photo
from each of the program’s
three counties this month
that they used to create an art
piece and as inspiration for
a poem.

The center also partners
with Nestucca K8 each
summer for an art enrich-

ment camp, featurlng science
activities in the morning and
art in the afternoons, plus
fieldtrips.

Dennis said that Oregon
Department of Education
statistics showed that 45% of
rural Oregon schools had no
standalone arts courses and
that the center was trying
to do its part to address the
deficit.

“We’re really looking to
see how we can help turn
that tide with the north cen-
tral Oregon coast leading the
way,” Dennis said. “So, it’s
just really exciting to partner
with so many schools from
this part of the region to find
a way to have there be art in
each of these schools.”

Limén’s upcoming visit
and public appearance are
yet another way that the cen-
ter is trying to increase arts
access in its rural commu-
nity. Lim6n was first named
United States Poet Laure-
ate in 2022 by the librarian
of congress, with her term
renewed in 2023 for two ad-
ditional years.

Dennis reached out to
Limén in 2023 and invited
her to visit Sitka Center, and
she accepted, scheduling
the residency as one of the
final activities for her term.
After Limé6n accepted the
invitation, Dennis asked if
she would be open to doing
a public reading during her
visit, and she agreed.

The event is being hosted
by Nestucca K8 School in
Cloverdale on May 20, with
doors opening at 5:30 p.m.,
and the reading beginning
at 6 p.m. Forest Grove High
School’s Mariachi Tradicién
will perform before the
reading and attendees will
be treated to free Tillamook
ice cream afterwards, while
Limén signs books.

Admittance to the read-
ing is free but tickets are
required, with a link to sign
up available at sitkacenter.
org/events.

Dennis encouraged mem-
bers of the public to attend
the reading and consider
signing up for a summer
workshop or making a visit.
The center is a nonprofit and
relies on revenues from its
summer workshops as well
as donations and an annual
art sale held each October, at
which community members
may volunteer, to sustain its
operations.

Tillamook County criminal convictions

STAFF REPORT

On March 27, Angelina de
la Cruz Garcia Harvey, 23,
pled no contest to one count
of assault in the fourth degree
constituting domestic violence,
a class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about March 11.
Garcia Harvey was sentenced
to ten days in jail and 18
months’ supervised probation.

On March 27, Charmain
Gayle Polizzi, 55, pled guilty to
two counts of driving under the
influence of intoxicants, class A
misdemeanors, committed on
or about October 16, 2024, and
March 7. Polizzi was sentenced
to 60 days in jail and three
years’ probation, her driver’s
license was suspended for three
years and she was assessed
$2,255 in fines and fees.

On March 31, Jamie Povach
Hermes Jr., 43, pled no contest
to one count of failure to ap-
pear in the second degree, a
class A misdemeanor, commit-

ted on or about November 16,
2023. Hermes was sentenced
to time served in jail.

On April 1, Richard Adam
Alred Jenck admitted to being
in contempt of court and was
sentenced to five days in jail.

On April 3, Nicholas
Lawrence Gefre, 36, pled no
contest to one count of criminal
trespass in the first degree, a
class A misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about February 13.
Gefre was sentenced to 25 days
in jail and ordered to pay $5.99
in restitution to Safeway.

On April 7, Eric Michael
Kreps, 51, pled no contest to
one count of driving under
the influence of intoxicants, a
class A misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about February 21.
Kreps was sentenced to two
years’ probation; his driver’s
license was suspended for one
year and he was ordered to pay
$2,255 in fees and fines.

On April 8, Frederick
Charles Vermilyea, 45, pled no

contest to one count of theft in
the second degree, a class A
misdemeanor, committed on
or about March 24. Vermilyea
was sentenced to 14 days in
jail.

On April 7, Tyler James
Crabtree, 27, pled no contest to
one count of harassment and
one count of disorderly con-
duct in the second degree, both
class B misdemeanors commit-
ted on or about December 10,
2024. Crabtree was sentenced
to three years’ probation.

On April 10, Dezeree Renee
Richardson, 21, pled no contest
to one count of child neglect
in the second degree, a class A
misdemeanor, committed on
or about November 16, 2023.
Richardson was sentenced to
90 days in jail and 18 months’
probation.

On April 11, Sukhdeep
Singh, 25, pled no contest to
one count of criminal driving
with a suspended or revoked
license, a class A misdemeanor,

committed on or about January
21. Singh was sentenced to two
days in jail.

On April 11, Jamie Donald-
son, 39, pled no contest to one
count of attempt to commit
the class B felony of assault in
the second degree, a class C
felony, committed on or about
January 28. On April 16, Don-
aldson was sentenced to time
served in jail and three years’
probation.

On April 14, Bruce Wade
Looney, 57, pled guilty to one
count of disorderly conduct in
the second degree, a class B
misdemeanor, committed on
or about September 20, 2024.
Looney was sentenced to 20
days in jail.

On April 14, Martin Howell
Utley, 75, pled guilty to one
count of failure to report
as a sex offender, a class A
violation, committed on or
about October 18,2023. Utley
was assessed a $440 fine and
ordered to pay $153 in attorney

fees.

On April 17, Ona Kay
Robertson, 26, pled guilty to
one count of forgery in the first
degree, a class C felony, com-
mitted on or about February
23.Robertson was sentenced to
30 months in prison and three
years’ post-prison supervision
and ordered to pay $1,650 in
restitution to First Security
Bank.

On April 17, Steven Randall
Polley, 63, pled no contest to
one count of driving under
the influence of intoxicants, a
class A misdemeanor, commit-
ted on or about September 1,
2024. Polley was sentenced to
three years’ probation and his
driver’s license was suspended
for one year.

On April 21, Eric Charles
Nash, 50, pled no contest
to one count of disorderly
conduct in the second degree, a
class B misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about March 16.
Nash was sentenced to 18

months’ probation and ordered
to pay a $500 fine.

On April 21, Austin James
Huserik, 33, pled no contest to
one count of violation of wild-
life law with culpable mental
state, taking, angling, hunting
or trapping in violation of
wildlife law or rule, unlawful
taking of wildlife-decoy, a class
A misdemeanor, committed on
or about November 23, 2024.
Huserik was sentenced to three
years’ probation, his hunting
license was suspended for three
years and he was ordered to
pay $133 in attorney fees.

On April 21, Brandon Lee
Prater, 38, pled no contest to
one count of recklessly endan-
gering another person, a class
A misdemeanor, committed on
or about November 16, 2024.
Prater was sentenced to one
year on probation and ordered
to pay a $100 fine.

On April 21, Austin Daniel

See CONVICTIONS, Page A6
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AAUW hosts candidate forum

WILL CHAPPELL
CITIZEN EDITOR

The American Associa-
tion of University Women
cohosted a virtual forum for
candidates running for the
Tillamook and Nestucca Val-
ley School District Boards,
as well as candidates for the
North County Recreation
District with the Headlight
Herald on May 1.

Moderator Lisa Phipps
asked questions submitted by
members of the community
and themes of promoting
safety in schools emerged
among the candidates, though
views on how to achieve this
goal diverged.

The forum began with can-
didates for the Nestucca Val-
ley School District answering
questions.

Irene Barajas, incum-
bent in position one on the
board since an appointment

in 2023, said that she had
attended Nestucca schools
from kindergarten through
high school and currently has
six kids in the district. Bara-
jas runs a childcare program
and, in addition to her current
tenure on the board, previ-
ously served on the district’s
budget and health commit-
tees.

Barajas said that she
had worked to improve
the board’s communica-
tions during her time in the
position, and would continue
that work, saying that she be-
lieved explaining the reason-
ing behind decisions to the
public was critical. Barajas
said that her top priority was
making the school a safe and
welcoming place for all. She
said that she thought more
needed to be done to reduce
bullying of marginalized and
minority students and pointed
to the recent hire of a new

counselor and the forthcom-
ing addition of a home health
employee as steps that had
been taken on that front.
Sherry Hartford is running
against Barajas in the race for
position one, and said she is
a longtime resident of south
county who has volunteered
in the district for many years.
Hartford is a stay-at-home
mom to three, who also
manages 14 properties, and
has experience on the Hebo
Health and Sanitary Board.
Hartford said that as a
board member she would be
committed to transparency,
academic excellence and
student safety, which she said
could be achieved by letting
parents be more active in
school buildings. Hartford
also raised concerns about
sexual abuse allegations
leveled against three district
staffers in recent years and
said that she did not believe
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complaints from students
were being adequately
responded to. Hartford also
said that the district needed to
cut its budget while finding a
way to bring in more staff to
improve student success.

Seth Belsey is running for
position two and has a back-
ground in somatic psychol-
ogy and as an entrepreneur.
Belsey, who has two children
in the district, said that he
felt experience in project and
strategic management would
help in the position and that
he would prioritize better
communications if elected.

Belsey said that he was
also concerned about the
district’s response to allega-
tions of sexual abuse and that
responding to such allega-
tions needed to be a focus.
Belsey also said that he
though kids should be given
more opportunity to do art
to explore their feelings and
improve their mental health.
If elected, Belsey’s top pri-
orities would be testing and
student success, the district
budget and school safety.

Jason Hagan is running for
position five and graduated
from Nestucca High School,
as did his two daughters,
while a son is currently
enrolled in the district. Hagan
said that he was running for
the board because he had
lots of concerns with student
safety, academics and board
transparency, and because he
wanted to stabilize the dis-
trict’s finances and give the
district back to its students.

Hagan said that he feared
community members were
afraid to raise concerns to
the board and that he would
work to remedy that if
elected. Hagan also said that
he thought parents should
be allowed to enter school
buildings to check on their
kids and shared Belsey and
Hartford’s concerns about
reports of sexual abuse not
being properly handled.

After concluding with
the Nestucca candidates,
the forum moved on to the
candidates for the Tillamook
School Board.

Amanda Ferrat is the in-
cumbent in position one, after
being appointed to the board
in February of this year. Fer-
rat grew up in a small town in
Montana and has lived in Til-
lamook for three years. Ferrat
has experience as a preschool
teacher and school-based
mental health provider and
currently heads the Tillamook
County Suicide Prevention
Coalition.

Ferrat said that she had
dedicated her time on the
board so far to learning about
its workings and that she
would prioritize making the
district’s education accessible
and equitable for all stu-
dents. Other priorities would
include addressing bullying
with new policies and work-
ing to strengthen trust in the
board through transparent
and timely communication.
In response to a question
about recent incidents of hate
speech in the district, Ferrat
said that the district needed to
establish an equity commit-
tee as mandated by state law

and implement social and
emotional learning programs
to teach students the impacts
of bullying

Misty Burris is running
against Ferrat for position
one and was born and raised
in Tillamook, with two
daughters currently in the
district. Burris works for the
Northwest Regional Educa-
tion Service District help-
ing families communicate
with schools and coordinate
services, which she said she
believed would be valuable
experience for a position on
the board.

Burris said that her pri-
orities, if elected, would be
rebuilding respect of staff
through improved communi-
cations, advocating for stu-
dent needs and ensuring the
district’s financial stability.
Burris said that hate speech
was scary and definitely a
problem.

Kenny Oleman is also
running for position one
and was born and raised in
Tillamook, graduating from
Tillamook High School in
1993. Oleman has five kids
in the district and his mother,
wife and sister work for the
district, where he also helps
coach baseball, football,
basketball and wrestling.

Oleman said that in his
current job he manages a
budget of $4 million and said
that his top priorities would
be board transparency and
student safety. Oleman said
that the district should re-
spond to hate speech by pro-
moting a kind-always policy
but said that he was a big
proponent of the first amend-
ment and allegations needed
to be thoroughly investigated
before action was taken.

Natalie Rieger is running
for position two and was also
born and raised in Tillamook,
graduating from Tillamook
High in 1997, before earning
a bachelor’s from Portland
State University in Human
Resource Management.
Rieger has worked for the
county and started business,
is currently a manager and
buyer for Roby’s and has
experience on the board of
the Tillamook Area Chamber
of Commerce, Tillamook
YMCA and Tillamook

County Farmer’s cooperative.

Rieger said that her pri-
orities would be evaluating
Superintendent Matt Ellis’s
performance, the success of
the relocation of the Wilson
River School to the high
school and the district’s
budget. Rieger said that she
didn’t know why hate speech
was suddenly a problem but
that the district needed to
have clear policies in place
relating to it while also being
careful about labeling kids.

Brandon Affolter is run-
ning against Rieger in the
race for position two and
was also born and raised in
Tillamook, graduating from
Tillamook High School in
1997. Affolter has three sons
in the district and said that he
has spent most of his adult
life volunteering with youth,
including at outdoor school
and with the Tillamook Soc-
cer Club. Affolter previously

worked for the district for
five years at the Wilson River
School and Tillamook Junior
High, after spending 20 years
at the Tillamook County
Creamery Association, and is
now the safety coordinator at
Tillamook Bay Community
College.

Affolter said that he
thought his experience writ-
ing policies in his current job
would serve him well on the
board and that his priorities
would be transparency, sta-
bility and productivity on the
board, teacher retention and
student safety. Affolter said
that hate speech had no place
in the district and that the
board needed to institute a
zero-tolerance policy around
it and work to educate kids
on its effects.

Jordan Wolfe is running
for position three on the
board and is a fifth-genera-
tion resident of Tillamook,
who said he has been a huge
advocate for youth for almost
20 years through volunteer-
ing at outdoor school. Wolfe
has also recently worked as
a substitute teacher in the
district, which he said had
given him an opportunity to
work in every building in the
district and meet most of the
current staff, students and
administrators.

Wolfe said that his top
priorities would be retain-
ing teachers, saying that he
believed better communica-
tions were key to this effort,
increasing opportunities for
students and kids’ wellbeing.
Wolfe said that the district
needed to have a zero-toler-
ance policy for hate speech
and do training to create
a respectful environment,
adding that he felt the district
had been too lenient.

Finally, two candidates for
the North County Recre-
ation District spoke.

Doug Sparks is running
for position five on the
board. Sparks has been a
resident of north county for
two years and a homeowner
for eight and is currently
serving as an appointed
member of the district’s
board. Sparks spent 20 years
as an Air Force pilot before
managing Nike’s Beaverton
campus. Sparks said that if
elected ensuring a smooth
onboarding of the district’s
new executive director and
ensuring that the district
was responsive to the com-
munity while operating
efficiently would be his top
priorities.

Christy Kay is also run-
ning for position five and
has lived in the community
for 20 years and said that
she was running for the
board because she is pas-
sionate about health and
wellness. Kay said that she
was excited for the district’s
new management and pool
and wanted to build on its
legacy of success, with a
particular focus on serving
youth. Kay said that it was
important to accommodate
different needs at the dis-
trict, specifically mentioning
the needs of neurodivergent
youth as having been a
prime motivator for her run.

ConvicTions
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Camarillo, 24, pled guilty

to one count of violation of
wildlife law with culpable
mental state, a class A misde-
meanor, committed on or about
September 27,2024. Camarillo
was sentenced to three years’
probation, his hunting license
was suspended for three years
and he was ordered to pay
$2.,100 in fines.

On April 21, Zachary Daniel
Wingate, 28, pled no contest
to one count of menacing
constituting domestic violence,
a class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about March 1.
Wingate was sentenced to 18
months’ probation and order to
pay $468 in fines and fees.

On April 21, Yajahira Belen
Garcia-Hernandez, 21, pled
guilty to one count of attempt
to commiit the class A misde-
meanor of assault in the fourth
degree, a class B misdemeanor,
committed on or about March
7. Garcia-Hernandez was sen-
tence to one year on probation
and fined $100.

On April 22, Andrew Joseph
Dawson, 34, pled no contest
to one count of illegal posses-
sion of methamphetamine,
an unclassified misdemeanor,

committed on or about Febru-
ary 5, and one count of failure
to appear in the second degree,
a class A misdemeanor, com-
mitted on or about March 31.
Dawson was sentenced to 10
days in jail and 18 months’
probation.

On April 25, Devin Kelly
Hyde admitted to being in
contempt of court and was
sentenced to five days in jail.

On April 25, Nicole Marie
Kremser, 44, pled guilty to
one count of driving under the
influence of intoxicants, a class
A misdemeanor, committed
on or about October 30, 2023.
Kramer’s driver’s license was
suspended for 36 months, and
she was sentenced to five days
in jail and three years’ proba-
tion and assessed $235 in fees.

On April 25, Samuel Jacob
Zuidema, 38, pled no contest
to one count of discarding
refuse within 100 yards of state
waters, a class A violation,
committed on or about January
26. Zuidema was fined $500.

On April 28, Dustin-Bryce
James Munsell, 25, pled no
contest to one count of driving
under the influence of intoxi-
cants, a class A misdemeanor,
committed on or about March
26. Munsell was sentenced to
two days in jail and two years’
probation and ordered to pay
$1,684 in fines and fees.

On April 28, Gregory Lewis
Blount, 43, pled no contest to
one count of driving under the
influence of intoxicants, a class
A misdemeanor, committed on
or about March 15. Blount’s
license was suspended for one
year and he was sentenced
to two years’ probation and
ordered to pay $2,255 in fines
and fees.

On April 30, Shane Michael
Close, 36, pled no contest to
one count of failure to appear
in the second degree, a class a
misdemeanor, committed on
or about December 11, 2024.
Close was sentenced to 18
months’ probation.

On May 2, Bradley Dale
Mattison Jr., 47, pled no contest
to one count of driving under
the influence of intoxicants,
a class C felony, committed
on or about February 15.
Mattison Jr. was sentenced
to one year in prison and
two years’ of post-prison
supervision, and his driver’s
license was revoked for life.

On May 6, Brianna Jean
Baney-Lacey, 32, pled no
contest to one count of
criminal driving with a sus-
pended or revoked license,
a class A misdemeanor,
committed on or about
September 21, 2024. Baney-
Lacey was sentenced to time
served in jail.
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