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Maeleah Upton encourages others to grow 

Ruby Thompson - be involved, high school memories last forever

Maeleah Upton feels that 

her graduating class has been 

resilient through the years. 

“My hope for my fellow 

graduates is that…they do 

not limit themselves as they 

pursue their careers, col-

lege, educations, trade school 

experiences, and beyond,” 

Upton said. “They are all very 

deserving of the best and I am 

so proud of each and every one 

of them.” 

As the Valedictorian of Til-

lamook High School, Upton is 

graduating with a 4.449 GPA.

During her time at Tilla-

mook High School, Upton was 

in “The Kids Making Miracles 

Foundation” at Doernbecher 

Children’s Hospital as the se-

nior chair, Black Box Theatre 

musicals, the chamber and 

concert choir program, THS 

women’s soccer as a three-

year varsity captain, THS 

Charity Drive class chairman, 

Key Club president, National 

Stangeland Family Academy 

and all-state choir member, 

three-year class of 2020 presi-

dent, Outdoor School coun-

selor, AFS student liaison, host 

family, study abroad student, 

OCFC soccer club participant, 

and was a member of Til-

lamook School of Dance, to 

name a few. 

“My favorite memories from 

my high school experience 

would definitely include when 
my soccer team won one of our 

first league games against Sea-

side,” Upton said. “The other 

most relevant would be when 

our class won Charity Drive 

my sophomore year. Both of 

these were group efforts from 

my team and my class which 

made the win feel even more 

worthwhile as it was for and 

with the people around me.” 

Next year, Upton plans to at-

tend St. Olaf College in North-

field, Minnesota. There, she 
will be doubling majoring in 

music education and psychol-

ogy in the hopes that she will 

pursue a doctorate in music. 

While there, Upton will also 

be participating in choir, ASL 

club, and a few of their sports 

programs. 

As she leaves Tillamook 

High School her advice for 

incoming freshman is to not 

let themselves be held back by 

the belief that they have to be 

perfect in everything they do. 

“Some parts of high school 

will be tough, but by trying 

and learning new things we can 

only grow more as individu-

als. Best of luck to all of you 

guys!” 

“Give everything a try at least once 

because high school has so many opportu-

nities that go overlooked and they will not 

be available to you beyond High School.”

Tillamook High School Salutatorian 

Ruby Thompson took her own advice. 

While at THS, she was the band presi-

dent, science club president, a member of 

the varsity soccer and tennis teams, class 

secretary, Charity Drive queen; and mem-

ber of video production and Key Club. 

“Even the people the seemingly did 

everything in their high school career still 

regret not doing certain things,” Thomp-

son said. “The memories that you have 

with your class are going to last forever, 

but you can’t make them if you choose 

not to be involved in you class.” 

After graduating with a 4.42 GPA from 

THS, Thompson plants to attend Wil-

lamette University in the fall to study 

mathematics and business management. 

“I plan on taking part in their five-year 
undergraduate and graduate course and 

play in their campus band,” Thompson 

said.

She hopes that the rest of her class-

mates also move on to bigger and better 

things. 

“Remember what we went through 

together, but [don’t] let your accomplish-

ments here define you for the rest of your 
life,” Thompson said. 

Tillamook High School Valedictorian

Tillamook High School Salutatorian

Neah-Kah-Nie Valedictorian Ethan Lee plans for future in engineering 

Jacob Waldon - Live every day like it’s your best day’

When asked what some of 

his favorite Neah-Kah-Nie 

High School memories are, 

Ethan Lee said they are simple: 

getting lunch with his friends at 

the Barview Taco Truck. 

As Valedictorian of the 

Class of 2020, Lee is graduat-

ing at the top of his class with 

a 4.4 GPA. During his time as 

a Pirate, Lee was involved in 

Speech and Debate, Leo Club, 

FBLA, and student govern-

ment. 

“Work hard, have fun, and 

try new things,” Lee said as his 

advice for success to incoming 

freshman.

Next year, Lee plans to at-

tend the University of Portland 

and major in engineering. 

“I hope that my graduating 

class can find a chance to expe-

rience other places outside of 

Tillamook County,” Lee said. 

“I also wish them all the best 

and hope that they are happy.”  

During his time at Neah-Kah-Nie 

High School, Jacob Waldron felt it was 

important to try new things. 

“Do sports, join clubs and have fun,” 

Waldron said. “Make friends, try new 

things, leave your comfort zone. Most 

importantly, live everyday like it’s the 

best day. Be happy, enjoy the present 

and look forward to the future.” 

While at NKNHS, Waldron was a 

member of the football, wrestling and 

track teams; participated in FBLA, 

NOSB, chess, Envirothon, Leo’s Club, 

National Honor Society, student coun-

cil, and Phi Theta Kappa. 

And on top of all that, he pulled of a 

4.352 GPA and was named the Salutato-

rian of his class. 

“Getting to have new experiences, 

meeting teachers, and other great com-

munity members,” are some of Wal-

dron’s favorite high school memories. 

“Getting up happy everyday [and] look-

ing forward to achieving my goals.” 

Next year, Waldron will be pursuing 

a career in dentistry at Pacific Univer-
sity. 

“My hopes for my fellow classmates 

are that they will achieve their goals 

and become the best version of them-

selves,” Waldron said. “Most of all, I 

want them to live super happy lives!” 

Neah-Kah-Nie School Valedictorian

Neah-Kah-Nie High School Salutatorian
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Nestucca High School

Jeffrey Adair 
Mariella Arreola

Kaden Barham
Logan Blackburn

Gustavo Camacho

Allysan Hernandez
Ben Hurliman

Aiden Jenima

Dylan Johnson
Nycole Kimber

Jorge Camacho

Freedom Capps
Nico Cavezza

Veronica Chavarin
Conner Cook

Olivia Leslie
Jackie Martinez Nahum Mondragon

Jocelyn Moreno
Seth Prince

Abby Garcia
Marcus Geil

Taylor Geil
Levi Hallock

Sahara Hendricks

Mitchell Richwine
Sadie Robinson

Victoria Scott

Tyler Seals
Chris Smith

Hayden Spencer
Hailey Spindler

Pierce Trent
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Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Matthew Mahnke
Kaden Mendenhall

Grace Miller
Kayla Naylor

Kayleah Nelson

Eric Lambert Nielsen 
Echo Nutt

Animesh Patel
Kent Pieper

Travis Princehouse

2020

730 Manzanita AveManzanita, OR 97130503-368-5250503-368-3615 (FAX)
3401 S. Hemlock StCannon Beach, OR 97110503-436-0945Your local leader in Organic, Natural, Gluten 

Free, BPA and Earth Friendly grocery products!

Graduates, come join our caring team!
We provide training and 

potential for career advancement.Contact Tracy Delano at 503-801-1529 
or email tdelano@careinc.org

Ethan Lowry

Shelbi Nelson

Your one-stop building headquarters

NEHALEM LUMBER	 Mon.-Fri.	7:30	-	5:00	•	Sat.	8:00	-	5:00
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 to all of our 2020 Graduates

If you’re considering a career helping others, here is your opportunity to make a difference.

H49136

280 Rowe Street • Wheeler, OR 97147Contact us to find out when our next series of classes begin. 

503-368-5171 • cgriffin@nehalemtel.net or apply online at www.nehalemcarecenter.com 

An application and background check are required. 

Nehalem Valley Care Center offers a 
5 week Nursing Assistant Class.  Employment 

opportunities are available following the class. It will be inserted into both the Tillamook Headlight Herald 

and North Coast Citizen. It is a great way to show your 

support and your ad will be seen for years to come.

This Special 

Section of the 

newspaper 

highlights our 

local high school 

graduates plus 

Valedictorians and 

Salutatorians. 

For more information, contact Katherine at

503-842-7535 • headlightads@countrymedia.net

1906 Second St., Tillamook, OR 97141

Class of 2021
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Ad Deadline: June 8, 2021
Publishes: 

June 15  Headlight Herald

June 17  North Coast Citizen


