
How to choose pets based on your lifestyle
 Getting a pet can seem like a fabulous idea in the heat of 
the moment when puppy dog eyes are blinking back from 
behind the bars of a cage or when a cuddly hamster peeks 
out from his hiding spot and makes kids swoon. Even though 
pets can make wonderful companions, approximately 6.3 mil-
lion pets enter United States shelters nationwide every year, 
according to the ASPCA. In addition, around 80,000 cats and 
dogs entered shelters in Canada in 2021, according to Hu-
mane Canada. Such figures suggest companion animals are 

not suitable to every animal lover’s lifestyle.
 Though many shelter pets find new homes, one of the ways 
to reduce the number of surrendered pets is to avoid impulse 
decisions. A careful consideration of lifestyle can ensure po-
tential pet owners find an animal they’re fully capable of caring 
for. 
 • Consider time constraints. People can be honest about 
their schedules and how pets can fit in. A busy executive 
who works 12-hour days and travels often may not be 
able to have a high-maintenance 
pet. Animals that do not require 
much interaction, such as aquari-
um fish or reptiles, may be better 
fits.
 • Consider your interests. It can 
be beneficial to find a pet who 
aligns with one’s interests and 
hobbies, as this can 
make the connec-
tion even stronger. 
A person who 
likes to hike 
may benefit 
from a pet 
that can han-
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dle long periods traversing the great outdoors.
 • Factor in budget. Pets can be expensive. The American 
Kennel Club says the lifetime costs of dog ownership can 
range from $14,480 to $15,051 depending on the size of the 
dog (which relates to life expectancy). Exotic pets, such as 
macaws, may have large expenses for specialty vet care and 
cages. If money is tight, a pet that has minimal expenses 

might be a smarter move.
 • Assess your personal health. Someone with allergies 

may have to avoid furry pets because dan-
der and fur may trigger allergic reactions. 
Mobility issues can make it challenging for 
someone to walk a dog every day, making 

a cat who is relatively independent a 
more practical choice. 
 Lifestyle should be a major consid-
eration when deciding if the time is 

right to introduce a pet into 
a home. A pet who 
aligns with the 
household dynamic 
can increase the 
likelihood of a suc-
cessful pet-owner 
relationship.
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FREE
Vaccinationsfor Life Wellness Program

- Vaccinations - Surgeries - Wellness Exams
- Ultrasound - Dentistry - In-House Lab
- Digital X-Ray - Surgical Monitors
- Low Frequency Laser Therapy
- Optic Diagnostics - Emergency Services
- Special Services for Saying Goodbye

Hours: 
Mon., 8-5; Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8-6; Fri., 8-1

Spa Hours: 7:30 a.m - 5 p.m. 
with pre-arranged appointments until 5:30 p.m. 

- call for details.

(402) 844-4738
for Boarding & Grooming call 

(402) 347-1490 
westsidefamilypetclinic.com
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healthypawsllc.com

232 W. Norfolk Ave. • 402-371-0789
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.: 7:30am-5:30pm; Thurs., 7:30am-7pm
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Closed
Nov. 27thDec. 24-Jan. 1 

Located at Jerry’s Sinclair

on South Side of

Convenience Store.

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri., 6 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sat., 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun., 8 a.m.-10 p.m.

1029 S. 13th
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402-371-9552 • 510 W. Madison Ave., Norfolk

www.smilesdentalpc.com
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Kallie M. Krugman, D.D.S.
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No Insurance?
Check out our new 

membership plan 

for reduced office fees.

Kallie M. Krugman, D.D.S. • Michelle Harm, R.D.H. • Megan Henrichsen, R.D.H.

• Root Canals • Nitrous Oxide • Extractions • Laser Therapy 

• Periodontal Treatments • Implant Placement & Restorations 

• Same Day Crowns • Braces & Clear Aligners Ortho 

• Dentures & Partials, Bridges • Frenectomy • Children & Adults

We are proud to call Norfolk home! Call 
today for all your fencing needs! We also 

repair existing fences!

john.victoryfence@outlook.com
victoryfencellc.com

402-316-2210
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Tony Miller, DVM   Christopher Lutt, DVM

Mara Seifer-Thiessen, DVM

Ashley Hanzlik - Owner/Groomer

(402) 649-4963

116 E. Main St., Pierce
192674

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday - 8a.m.-5p.m.; Wednesday, 8a.m.-noon

https://www.facebook.com/people/Happy-Paws-Hideaway/61590508934189/
https://smilesdentalpc.com/
https://heartlandvetclinics.com/
https://norfolkveterinaryclinic.com/
https://www.healthypawsllc.com/
https://www.companionanimalnorfolk.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Victory-Fence-61550539023812/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Westside-Family-Pet-Clinic-100063849043577/
https://dinospetwash.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Happy-Dogz-Spa-100063462523962/

