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The mission of Norfolk Public Schools is to prepare all students to pursue their goals for the future.

Panther ProjectPanther Project

On September 25th our 1st-4th grade met in the gym for a “Great Lesson” Assembly. Dr. Maria Mon-
tessori called this approach Cosmic Education. The goal is to help children realize that everything in 
the universe has a role, that all subjects are linked, and to build a deep sense of wonder, gratitude, and 
responsibility for the world and the people who came before them. The first Great Lesson tells Montes-
sori’s version of how the universe began. Students understand that this story is one of many. 

Students entered a dark, quiet gym to cosmic music playing. They listened to the story while teachers 
demonstrated scientific experiments. One of the most exciting parts of the story is the volcanic erup-
tion at the end of the presentation!
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