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NO Sunday Alcohol Sales in Owsley County 

     The Owsley County Fiscal Court met 
in regular session on Monday, Septem-
ber 13, 2021.  The meeting was called to 
order by County Judge Executive Cale 
Turner.  A motion was made and carried 
to approve the minutes from the regular 
meeting and special meetings both in June 
and the regular meeting in July.  
     The County Treasurer, Cody Lewis, 
gave the treasurer's report.  The General 
Fund has a cash balance of $238,005.92.  
The Road  Fund has a cash balance of 

$543,373.16.  The Jail  Fund has a cash 
balance of $20,168.68.  The L.G.E.A.  
Fund has a cash balance of $5,334.08.  
The Solid Waste  Fund has a cash balance 
of $34,106.62.  The Parks & Recreation  
Fund has a cash balance of $1,349.16.  
The LG EDF  Fund has a cash balance 
of $ 897.16 and the ARPA  Fund has a 
cash balance of $428,837.98.  A motion 
was made and carried to acknowledge the 
receiving of the treasurer's report.
     Lesa Marcum, Director of the Ows-

ley County Public Library, informed the 
court that the Library Tax Rate will be 
a little lower than last year.  She, also, 
asked the court to change the name of the 
Red Bowling Road to Johnny & Joyce 
Marcum Lane because it is causing some 
confusion with emergency personnel.  She 
stated that everyone on the road has given 
permission to change the name.   The 
court agreed to put it on their agenda for 
the next meeting.

 See Court Page 6    

Owsley County Judge-Executive 

Signs GEAR UP Proclamation

Seated is County Judge-Executive, Cale Turner. Standing L to R: Principal, 
Lincoln Spence, GEAR UP AI, Haley Sandlin, GEAR UP CCN Chelsea 
Harris and Superintendent, Dr. Tim Bobrowski.  

     GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Un-
dergraduate Programs.  It is a federally funded, competitive grant program 
designed to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to 
enter and succeed in postsecondary education.  It partners with the Owsley 
County Board of Education and Partners For Education at Berea College.  
GEAR UP has been serving the community since 1999. 
      Judge Cale Turner has signed a proclamation declaring Sept. 20-24, 2021 
GEAR UP Week in Owsley County.  There will be lots of exciting things go-
ing on at the Owsley County Middle/High School for GEAR UP Week.  

Sin-Eating in Appalachia

     The Appalachian 
culture is rich in histo-
ry and custom.  Many 
beliefs and traditions, 
such as snake-handling 
Christians, are often 
viewed as strange by the 
mainstream.  
     The Sin-Eater was 
a societal outcast and 
would be summoned 
upon the death of a 
loved one, to come 
wearing their dark cloak 
and hood and cloak 
and eat a meal that had 
been placed upon the 
corpse, usually reciting 
whispered lines, thus 

absolving the deceased 
of all their worldly 
sins, thereby afford-
ing them passage into 
heaven rather than being 
damned to wander the 
world.
     Throughout history 
many professions have 
risen from death rituals, 
including the undertak-
ers and morticians of 
today.  In days of old, 
professional mourners 
were hired to wail and 
lament the passing of a 
family member, while 
others were hired to sit 

See EATER Page 8


