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By Andy McDonald
For the Citizen

For artisan Cynthia Main, 
the start of her journey as an 
Appalachian craftsperson 
began at Old Town’s Gallery 
123, where she discovered the 
City of Berea’s Art Accelera-
tor program. Less than a year 
after Main graduated, her 
brooms have drawn national 
attention, cited in Garden & 

Gun’s 10th Annual Made in 
the South Awards.  

“It’s huge to get national 
press like that, and because 
all the people they wrote up 
are fantastic, it’s just an honor 
to be on that list,” Main said. 
“The impact it’s had on my 
business has been great so 
far.”

The timing of Main’s noto-
riety couldn’t be better, since 
she recently opened a store-

front for her business, Sun-
house Craft, at 414 Chestnut 
Street. The former site of 
Hall’s Printing, many will 
also recognize the store as the 
old location of the Five and 
Dime. In a cooperative effort 
with entrepreneur Laura 
Wick and Berea Maker’s Mar-
ket, Main’s store will feature 
work from local 

See SWEEP, A5

Eagle Mania

Madison South-
ern had its 

annual Eagle Mania 
last Friday at the 
school. In bottom 
photo, Eagles coach 
Austin Newton 
poses as former 
Southern coach 
Doug Sallee, while 
Aaron Johnson, top 
photo, awaits play-
er introductions. 
A season preview 
on the Eagles and 
Lady Eagles ap-
pears in page A5.

Cynthia Main recently opened 

a shop at 414 Chestnut Street, 

which features the work of lo-

cal craftspeople. 

Sweeping success Artisan draws national attention

Fit for 
a feast

Kindergartners at Shannon Johnson Elementary 
School had their annual Thanksgiving Feast 

Monday morning at the school. The youngsters 
partook in a Thanksgiving meal ahead of Thursday’s 
holiday. At top left, Cayce Bonkowski walks to the 
cafeteria, while Roma Sexton smiles while waiting in 
line to enter the feast. In bottom photo, Titus Wheel-
er, left, and Nathan Simmons, right, sample the items 
on their plate. Madison County and Berea Commnu-
ity Schools are off until Monday in observance of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. Classes are scheduled to 
resume on Monday for both school districts.

The Citizen/Keith Taylor

Insurance
premium
tax back
on table

By Keith Taylor
News Editor

The Madison County Fis-
cal Court revisited adding an 
insurance premium tax on 
county residents during its bi-
monthly meeting Tuesday.

The court passed first read-
ing of an ordinance that 
would set the rate at five 
percent. City of Berea resi-
dents currently pay 6 percent 
on insurance premium taxes, 
while Richmond currently 
pays 8 percent. The city resi-
dents won’t pay the county 
rate additionally, because 
it falls under the proposed 
county rate. Judge Exectuive 
Reagan Taylor, along with 
Magistrates John Tudor, Tom 
Botkin and Roger Barger ap-
proved the first reading, while 
Larry Combs voted against 
the proposed tax.

The tax would exclude life 
and health insurance premi-
ums. Madison County Trea-
surer Glenna Baker said the 
tax could generate between 
$2 and $2.5 million in revenue 
and would keep the county 
afloat, to pay the bills and go 
into the general fund as op-
posed funding a new deten-
tion center and if passed at 
second reading, the tax will 
go into affect on July 1.

“Madison County is one of a 
few counties (in the state) not 
charging this insurance pre-
mium tax,” Tudor said. “This 
will not go to building a new 
jail. This will not go to build-
ing a rehab center. This will 
go to trying to survive.”

Tudor said he would oppose 
cutting county services, in-
cluding the Madison County 
Fire Department.

“I’m not willing to do that,” 
he said. “I don’t think the 

See COURT, A5


