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Markel Mills

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

The Knox County Sherriff’s 
Department responded to a 
complaint of shots being fired 
on Tuesday morning. An inves-
tigation at the scene revealed 
the deputies had stumbled onto 
a drug deal in progress.

Sheriff Mike Smith and his 
deputies responded to the 
complaint on Turkey Creek 
Road around 10 a.m. Upon ar-
rival they discovered 54-year-
old Markel Mills of Flat Lick 

attempting to conceal drug 
paraphernalia inside a vehicle. 
He was arrested and charged 
with first degree trafficking 
and first degree possession of 
a controlled substance, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
and tampering with physical 
evidence. 

Also at the scene were Wil-
liam Honeycutt, 53, of Flat 
Lick and Jessica Baker, 42, of 
Barbourville. Both were also 
charged with first degree traf-
ficking in a controlled sub-

stance. Baker was also wanted 
in Boone County on a charge 
of theft over $500, which came 
with a $5,000 bond.

A fourth suspect, 36-year-
old Lawrence Davis, reportedly 
attempted to flee from law en-
forcement. He was apprehend-
ed and charged with first de-
gree fleeing police in addition 
to first degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance. 

All four suspects remain in 
the Knox County Detention 
Center as of press time. 

Shots fired leads to drug bust

Jessica Baker Lawrence Davis William Honeycutt

Four charged with trafficking

Blue Gable Straight cleaned up

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

After several complaints from area residents, 
state road crews have been performing cleanup 
along KY 2418, commonly known as Blue Gable 
Straight. 

Last week, The Mountain Advocate sent vid-
eo to the Kentucky Department of Highways of 
debris that had been piled along the side of the 
highway. Shortly after on Friday, cleanup of the 
debris began. The department stated that the 
owner of the property had a long-standing agree-
ment allowing them to dump there but acknowl-
edged dumping the material due to the quantity 
as it was, was a mistake.  

Who dumped the concrete on the roadside is 

unclear. The Department of Highways stated 
they did not believe they left the concrete, only 
the piles of flood debris that had been removed 
from a nearby bridge. Although the source of the 
concrete could not be verified, the department 
stated they would haul it off as well. Addition-
ally, fill dirt being taken from the side of US 25E 
is being added to the sides of Blue Gable in some 
places. 

Work on KY 2418 is expected to continue 
through the week.

CREWS WORKING TO CLEAN UP DEBRIS DUMPED ON ROADSIDE

Crews from the Kentucky Department of Highways work to clean up 

debris littering the side of KY 2418, known as Blue Gable Straight in 

the Heidrick community. Following complaints from area residents and 

video submitted by The Mountain Advocate, the department was quick 

to address the issue and began cleaning it up quickly.
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United Stated Dis-
trict Judge Robert Wier 
granted a motion on 
Monday to continue the 
sentencing of former 
Barbourville City Coun-
cilman  and pharmacist 
Calvin Manis.

Manis plead guilty on 
March 5 to distributing 
a schedule-two con-
trolled substance, such 
as oxycodone, outside 
the scope of professional 
practice. He was set to 
be sentenced on July 29 
but last week an attorney 

for Manis filed a motion 
to continue the sentenc-
ing hearing. He will now 
be sentenced in federal 
court on August 27.

The reason for the mo-
tion was to allow more 
time to gather medical re-
cords requested by the de-
fense. The hope is that the 
records can be used to ar-
gue for a sentence on the 
lower end of the guide-
lines. Manis could face up 
to 20 years in prison. 

Manis’ co-defen-
dant, John Pasternak, is 
scheduled for sentencing 
on October 29. 

Manis 
sentencing 
continued
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A Knox County 
man was arrest-
ed last Friday 
after allegedly 
touching a minor 
inappropriately.

Joshua Cook, 
39, remains in 
custody on a $1,000 
bond after he was ar-
rested and charged with 
third degree sexual 

abuse. The victim alleges 
that Cook picked them 

up in his vehicle 
and continuous-
ly touched them 
inappropriate-
ly despite them 
telling him they 
were only 14. 
According to the 

warrant, the incident 
occurred on June 24 of 

Bimble man 
charged with sexual 

abuse of minor

Joshua Cook
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