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Thursday
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Friday
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Saturday

Sunny
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High: 82. Low: 60
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Winner: Best Front Page•2020•Kentucky Press Association

We take no shortcuts when gathering public records
For the past few weeks, 

the management of The 
Berea Citizen has been notic-
ing our work appearing in 
another local newspaper’s 
print and social media edi-
tions.

Gathering public records for 
our readers and subscribers 
requires time and effort. We 
take the time each week to 
get those public records, in 
this case, property transfers, 
for our readers. We do the 
same with circuit and dis-

trict court cases, foreclosures 
and marriages, all of which 
are available at the Madison 
County Courthouse in Rich-
mond.

Our front office manager, 
Libby Horn, who handles 
our public records, compiles 
those every  week for you, 
our readers. Those public 

records have always been a 
part of what we provide for 
our readers. Even during the 
early stages of the current 
pandemic, we did our best 
under the circumstances to 
compile public records.

This particular newspaper 
even gave us credit for a 
batch of property transfers 
that occurred online on Sept. 
23 and ran in the Sept. 25 
print edition. We intention-
ally embedded the words, 
“Property transfers courtesy 

of the Berea Citizen” inside 
one the transfers to see if our 
suspicions were indeed true. 

The unintentional credit has 
since been removed from the 
publication’s online edition.

Journalists hold others ac-
countable for their actions, es-
pecially our elected officials, 
but it’s disheartening to see 
another publication take the 
easy way out when it comes 
to getting the job done. 

We must be doing some-
thing right.

The Berea Citizen has moved to a new location!
We are now located at 133 Plaza Drive, No. 6, 

Berea, Ky. 40403. Phone: (859) 986-0959

By Tess McLamb
Citizen Intern

Berea Fire Department Chief 
Shawn Sandlin believes 

providing education to the com-
munity on how to be proactive 
in fire hazard situations is the 
best possible way to save lives 
and keep people safe. 

“As a whole, I do believe by 
placing that into existence years 
ago has brought great recogni-
tion to the danger associated 
with fires. which in return has 
people doing things safer,” he 
said. 

He also says it’s much deeper 
than just giving talks in a one-
week span and it takes pro-
longed effort with prevention. 
“Code enforcement on smoke 

detectors has saved astronomi-
cal amounts of lives along with 
egress from windows and 
doors. These are all apart of 
fire prevention just in different 
forms. We often think about 
going into the classrooms and 
home visits, but this goes much 
deeper when you look at the big 
picture.” 

Most of the tips and preven-
tion tools will be posted online 
through the Fire Department’s 
social media sites, with hopes 
that in the next few years, the 
department can get back to 
making appearances in the com-
munity to spread education. 

“We have to do our very best 
to educate, prevent, enforce and 
respond to everyone’s situa-
tion.”

Fire safety tips

Cooking
Home heating fires 

peak between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m., when many peo-
ple are home preparing 
dinner. The following 
steps, courtesy of the 
American Red Cross, 
can improve safety in 
the kitchen and reduce 
the likelihood of a 
home fire.

• Never leave cooking 
food unattended, as it 
can take just seconds 
for fires to ignite.

• Keep anything that 
can catch fire away 
from the stove or other 
appliances that gener-
ate heat.

• Clean regularly to 
prevent grease buildup.

· Make sure applianc-
es are turned off before 
leaving the room or 
going to bed.

Heating
• Install heating 

appliances accord-
ing to manufacturers’ 
instructions or have 
a professional do the 
installation.

• Fuel-burning equip-
ment needs to vent to 
the outside.

• Never use an oven 
to heat a home.

• Keep anything that 
can burn away from 
heating equipment, in-
cluding portable space 
heaters.

• Clean and inspect 
heating appliances 
regularly.

• Turn off portable 
heaters when leaving 
the room or going to 
bed.

Electric
• Never force plugs 

into outlets.
• Check that cords are 

not frayed or cracked. 
Do not run cords under 
carpets or place them 
in high-traffic areas.

• Use extension cords 
only on a temporary 
basis.

• Make sure light 
bulbs are the proper 
wattage for fixtures.

• Install ground fault 
circuit interrupters in 
kitchens, baths, laundry 
rooms, and elsewhere, 
making sure to test 
them regularly.

• Check periodically 
for loose wall recep-
tacles and loose wires. 
Listen for popping or 
sizzling sounds behind 
walls.

By Andy McDonald
For The Citizen

Customers who incur late 
fees for Berea Municipal Utili-
ties (BMU) services may be 
getting a break soon after the 
Berea City Council heard the 
first read-
ing of an 
ordinance 
to waive 
penalties   
in some 
cases. 

In a work 
session 
before 
Tuesday’s 
council 
meeting, 
Finance  
Direc-
tor Susan 
Meeks 
reported  
that a 
citizens 
group ap-
proached 
the city 
about 
reforming 
BMU’s late 
fee policy 
in cases where customers fail 
to pay their bills on time be-
cause of unforeseen hardships.

A work group consisting of 
Meeks, BMU Manager Kevin 
Howard, and BMU Billing 
Supervisor Heather Powell 
reviewed the request, then 
proposed a policy in which 
customers who otherwise pay 
their bills on time would get 
a once-annual late fee waiver. 
The issue was brought before 
the council because the cur-
rent late fee policy is in place 
by city ordinance. 

 Said Meeks: “We get this 
request quite often. Life hap-
pens. Every now and then 
something happens and they

See COUNCIL, A6

City of Berea Fire Chief Shawn Sandlin is pictured with with Laci 

Sandlin, left, and Alyssa Clayton in front of the Berea Fire Depart-

ment. (Photo submitted)

Sandlin: Safety 

is a top priority

BMU
late-fee 
waiver 

on table

“We get this 

request quite 

often. Life hap-

pens. Every now 

and then some-

thing happens 

and they can’t 

make that pay-

ment on time but 

they have been 

excellent 

customers. And 

honestly, our 

hands are tied. 

We would love 

to be able 

to help these 

customers.”

Susan Meeks
CIty of Berea 

Tussey

seeks

2nd term
Madison County Jailer 

Steve Tussey has announced 
he will be seeking a second 
4-year term next year.

“As I wind up my first term 
as your jailer, I have been 
amazed at the outpouring 
of support we have received 
from the community in the 
past three years.  When I 
took office, I inherited an 
overcrowded facility that 
was dark and unsanitary.  
Staff, while dedicated and 
hardworking, lacked training 
and direction, and there were 
virtually no self-improvement 
programs to help inmates 
change their behavior when 
they returned to the street.  
We have made great headway 
in these areas but there is still 
much to do.”


