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On or about 

September 28, 2019, 

according to a press release 

sent to The Times-Voice 

from the Breathitt County 

Sheriff’s Department, 

Sheriff John Hollon was on 

patrol. Sheriff Hollon was 

patrolling in the Southfork 

Father shoots son, 

charged with murder-

domestic violence

Dial Prater

Community on Smith 

Branch Road.

Sheriff Hollon 

observed a white Chevrolet 

S-10 pick-up owned and 

operated by James Prater 

(DOB 06-02-78) blowing 
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Just add water...please
SEVERE DROUGHT - 35 days without rain

By Donna Back Fugate

  Among high schools 

in Kentucky, Jackson City 

High School has the brag-

ging rights of ranking 

third, improving from its 

7th ranked spot in 2018-

19.   “I knew whenever 

they took the ACT that 

morning they were going 

to do well,” related Me-

lissa Roark, principal, but I 

had no idea number three, 

I knew top ten but number 

three blew us away.”

When reviewing test 

scores, three percent is 

usually considered a fail-

Seeing stars
Jackson City ranks 3rd in the state among high schools 

ing grade, but when your 

school is one of the seven 

high schools out of 228 

(3%) that ranks 5-stars, it’s 

an achievement of which 

any school would be proud.  

The students and staff of 

Jackson City High School 

are roaring with pride with 

this outstanding accom-

plishment.  “This was the 

most serious group of ju-

niors that I’ve ever worked 

with; total class effort,” 

expressed Chet Sygiel, 

high school math tutor.  

Jackson City High School students.

JCS Elem

JCS Middle

JCS High

Overall Star Rating

Timothy Gillum looked out his window to witness 
this Bobcat just laying there enjoying the sunshine in the 
Frozen area.

Bobcat on Frozen

It’s that time of year 

again, when public school 

districts across the state of 

Kentucky are experiencing 

higher stress levels than 

usual.  Is it the overcrowded 

classrooms, the lack of 

funding for materials 

needed to prepare students 

for the 21st century, or 

the shortage of qualified 

Kentucky’s New School 

Rating System

 The release of the 

5-star accountability sys-

tem indicated the Breathitt 

County Schools district had 

varying levels of achieve-

ment.  Phillip Watts, super-

intendent, expressed, “We 

are thankful for the contin-

ued support of the Breathitt 

County Board of Educa-

tion, whose commitment to 

improving education out-

comes for students resulted 

in over $400,000 worth of 

evidence-based curriculum 

materials and professional 

development.”

Highland Turner 

LBJ Elementary

Marie Roberts-Caney 

BHS-middle

Breathitt High School  

Overall Star Rating
Breathitt County Schools

Breathitt County schools 

see varied results

  As is the history with 

Highland Turner Elemen-

tary School, students and 

staff are very excited with 

the release of test scores.  

The school outscored the 

state in almost every aca-

demic area—reading 67.0, 

math 59.0, writing 57.1, 

social studies 76.2.  How-

ever, they scored just be-

low the state in science 

with 31.0, as compared to 

the state’s 31.7.  “When 

everyone works toward the 

teachers?  Although the 

aforementioned obstacles 

are certainly prevalent, it’s 

Kentucky Department of 

Education’s (KDE) release 

of Kentucky Performance 

Rating for Educational 

Progress (KPREP) scores 

that has educators on edge. 

And one thing that never 
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