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Department of Rural and Municipal Aid Commissioner Gray Tomblyn 
II visited Pineville on Thursday to announce $109,740 in discretionary 
funds was being awarded to the City of Pineville for resurfacing work on 
West Kentucky and Alabama avenues. From left are Pineville Mayor Scott 
Madon, City Clerk Callie Prewitt, Tomblyn, city council members Alisha 
Slusher and Ben Madon, and Main Street Pineville director Jacob Roan.

Pineville awarded $109,740

Fun times at the Fall Festival

October is National 
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month, and Mid-
dlesboro ARH Hospital 
will be holding its 11th 
annual Breast Cancer 
Survivor Tree Light-
ing Ceremony and Re-
ception on October 15 
in the hospital lobby. 
Breast cancer survivors 
throughout the Tri-State 
are invited to attend.

“It is always an honor 
for our hospital staff to 
host breast cancer sur-

vivors during our annual 
tree lighting ceremony,” 
said Michael Slusher, 
Middlesboro ARH Com-
munity CEO. “During the 
event, we recognize their 
courage, and we share in 
their hope for a cure. For 
those breast cancer sur-
vivors who have not yet 
attended our tree light-
ing ceremony, we invite 
you to join us and expe-
rience the support and 
compassion.”

Above left: Tyler Booth drew a large 
crowd to the Levitt AMP stage for his 
performance Saturday night.
Above: Fall Festival Pageant winners 
in attendance Saturday included: Baby 
Misss Rayleigh Smith, Wee Miss Julia 
Cox, Mini Miss Adelyn Everage, Little 
Miss Ella Lawson, Teeen Miss Brianna 
Johnson and Miss Cumberland Moun-
tain Fall Festival Autumn Collins. 
Left: Kids enjoyed floating inside inflat-
able air bubbles.
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Breast Cancer Survivor Tree Lighting Oct. 15

Breast cancer survivors: Ruby Kaw, Claudia Jar-
vis and Mary Lou Walzer attended a previous tree 
lighting ceremony at Middlesboro ARH Hospital.

By JAY COMPTON
GM / Editor

The Appalachian Wildlife Center was dis-
cussed briefly at Tuesday’s Bell County Fiscal 
Court meeting when Magistrate Eddie Saylor 
asked if it was true that work had stopped on the 
project.

“Yes and no,” Judge-Executive Albey Brock 
said. “There is no site work going on at present, 
but they’re getting ready to start back.”

Brock explained that the Appalachian Wildlife 
Foundation had run into a snag with the envi-
ronmental study it had to do for a USDA loan 
that delayed the project.

“When they first received their AML (Aban-
doned Mine Lands) money, which is federal 
funds, they had to do an environmental study 
associated with that. You don’t get any federal 
funds especially of that size without an exhaus-
tive environmental study,” Brock said. “They 
went about the business of doing that, they com-
pleted that and they were approved for it. Some 
of the money that has been spent up there was 
abandoned mine land money under that envi-
ronmental (study).

“They were in the process of getting a USDA 
loan and were approved. They used the same 
environmental study that was done for the AML 
money, but when it got to D.C. and that study 
was reviewed at the D.C. level — apparently the 
USDA has a different environmental require-
ment than AML. So they had to cease what they 
were doing, back up and amend the environ-
mental study they had done. 

“That’s all been completed,” Brock continued. 
“I actually saw the letter ten days ago that every-
thing was approved and they should start sling-
ing dust again soon.”

Brian O’Brien was present at the meeting and 
he added that the Appalachian Wildlife Founda-
tion would soon be sending out a press release 
announcing a rebranding of the Wildlife Center.

“They’re going to be changing the name. That 
was the plan all along but now they’ve come up 
with a new name for the center itself and the 
entire project. Expect that out within the next 
month,” he said.

• See COURT, Page A3

By JAY COMPTON

GM / Editor

The City of Pineville is 

receiving $109,740 in dis-

cretionary funds from Gov. 

Matt Bevin for resurfacing 

work on W. Kentucky Ave-

nue and Alabama Avenue. 

The resurfacing repairs 

address existing surface 

cracks, potholes, raveling, 

and base failures in the 

two streets.

“We are grateful for Gov-

ernor Bevin, and KYTC 

Department of Rural and 

Municipal Road Aid for 

their attention and assis-

tance on this significant 
road project for Pineville,”  

Mayor Scott Madon said.

State funds will be used to resurface W. Kentucky & Alabama avenues
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Braxton Caldwell wins 
Region 10 Golf Tournament

See the full story on Page A7
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