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“I’ll comment 
with my 

answer in two 
weeks and am 

confident these 
charges will 

be found to be 
false.”

— Defendant Shane Romines

Publisher’s Note: A lawsuit only represents one 
side of the story. When the defendent makes a public 
statement, that will also be published.

BY DEAN MANNING
For The Mountain Advocate

Two former employees at Copeland & 
Romines Law Office have filed a sexual ha-
rassment lawsuit against attorney Shane 
Romines.

The lawsuit was filed Tuesday in Whitley 
Circuit Court.

According to 
the lawsuit, the 
plaintiffs, Cassan-
dra Hibbard, of 
Gray, and Dana 
Vanover, of Wil-
liamsburg each 
worked for the 
firm for several 
years before they 
were terminated 
from their respec-
tive positions on 
May 4.

When reached by The News Journal via 
the Copeland & Romines Facebook page 
seeking a comment, Romines denied the 
allegations.

“I’ll comment with my answer in two 
weeks and am confident these charges will 
be found to be false,” Romines said.

Vanover was hired as a legal assistant in 

Graphic 
lawsuit filed 

against attorney

PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

Attorney Shane Romines has been accused of sexual 

harassment by two former employees.

See ROMINES, page A5

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

In federal court last week, 
Barbourville City Coun-
cilman and local business 
owner Calvin Manis was 
indicted on 16 counts, while 
another individual, John 
Pasternak of Barbourvi-
lle, also faced one count of 
conspiring to distribute 
schedule two controlled 
substances with Manis.

The indictment re-
turned by a federal Grand 
Jury charges Manis with 
15 counts of distributing 
schedule two controlled 
substances outside the 
scope of professional prac-
tice. The indictment lists 
15 allegedly illegitimate 
prescriptions being filled 
between 2016 and 2019. 
Manis also was indicted 
on one count for using his 
pharmacy to illegally dis-
tribute prescription drugs. 

With all counts against 
him combined, Manis faces 
a 20 year maximum prison 
sentence and total fines up 
to $1.5 million dollars and 
at least a three year super-
vised release. If convicted, 
Manis would also have to 
forfeit $34, 587 held in a 
bank account under Park-
way Pharmacy, property 
where the pharmacy re-
sides, and his pharmacy li-
cense. The indictment was 
signed by U.S. Attorney 
Robert M. Duncan, Jr. 

Pasternak was sum-
moned to appear in U.S. 
District Court in London, 
Ky. on August 7 where 
he will answer the felony 
charges returned by the 
federal Grand Jury.

Manis 
indicted 

on 
federal 
drug 

charges

PHOTO BY JEFF LEDINGTON

One person was taken to the hospital after a red Pontiac G6 struck the rear of a backhoe in the 

right lane of southbound US 25E recently. The right hand lane was briefly shut down and crews 

are continuing to clean up the scene. Condition of the parties involved were not released by 

law enforcement.

CRASH SENDS ONE TO HOSPITAL

BY CHARLES MYRICK
editor@mountainadvocate.com

A Knox County pharmacist visited 
by federal Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy officials last month says there was 
no connection between her business 
and a Barbourville pharmacist who 
was arrested during a separate DEA 
visit on the same day.

On Wednesday, June 24, 2020 
DEA officials visited three pharma-
cies in Knox and Laurel counties, 
which resulted in Barbourville phar-
macist and current Barbourville City 
Councilman Calvin Manis being 
arrested on charges of unlawfully 
distributing controlled substances. 
Manis’ Parkway Pharmacy wasn’t 
the only pharmacy visited by DEA 
that day. Stephanie’s Down Home 
Pharmacy, located in Corbin off of 
Master Street, was also paid a visit, 
but for different reasons according to 
the owner.

“The DEA visit to my pharma-
cy was a routine audit,” owner and 
pharmacist Stephanie Collins told 
The Mountain Advocate.

An article published on mountain-
advocate.com and other local news 
sites the day of the DEA visit in June 
stated, “According to the 2016 agreed 
order, between Jan. 4 and Feb. 12 a 
pharmacist worked at Stephanie’s 
without being appropriately licensed 
with the Board.” According to Col-
lins, the statement inaccurately de-
scribed the nature of the violation.

“There was never a pharmacist that 
was not licensed that has worked at my 
pharmacy. It was a late filing fee due to 
the fact of the registration for a recent-
ly hired technician being turned in by 
the secretary late,” Collins stated. 

Documentation from the Kentucky 
Board of Pharmacy recorded the only 
violation on record for Collins’ phar-

Pharmacy owner insists no 
wrongdoing lead to DEA visit

See PHARMACY, page A3

See MINOR, page A5

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

A Knox County man 
has been indicted for 
first degree sodomy and 
first degree sexual abuse 
stemming from January 
and February 2020.

Hammons 
indicted for 

earlier abuse 
charges

Benny Hammons

See CITY SCHOOL, page A3

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

The Barbourville Inde-
pendent School Board met 
Thursday, July 16 where 
they discussed plans for 
reopening schools and 
bids for services.

The board voted to con-

City School 
focused on
new year

STAFF REPORT
editor@mountainadvocate.com

“One thing I won’t stress enough; obviously, 
everything is fluid right now,” said Superinten-
dent Sprinkles as he opened up his comments to 
the Board on the school district’s re-entry plan 
for August.

Sprinkles said that since first meeting with Ed-
ucaton Commissioner Kevin Brown for weekly 
updates, Brown could not stress enough to have 
multiple options planned for come August.  That 
was March, and now with the start of school just 

Knox Schools gear 
up for different 

kind of school year
One thing I 
won’t stress 
enough; 
obviously,
everything 
is fluid right 
now.
KCPS Superintendent
Kelly Sprinkles

See REOPENING, page A4


