
A 48-year-old coal 
miner was killed Fri-
day at  the Double 
Mountain Mining 
#3 “Strata” surface 
mine, in Fonde, Bell 
County.
Douglas Slusher, of 

Calvin, Kentucky, be-
gan his shift at 7:45 
a.m. Friday morn-
ing October 9, 2020, 
working as a hydro 
seeder. 
The eight-year 

mining veteran was 
struck in the chest 
at approximately 
noon when a cou-
pling failed on the 
hydro gun he was 
operating. He was 
given CPR but was 
pronounced dead on 
site.
“Our hearts go out 

to the miner, his fam-
ily and co-workers 
for this tragic loss of 
life,” said Gov. Andy 
Beshear. “We invite 

everyone in the com-
monwealth to join us 
in prayer today.”
All mining oper-

ations were shut 
down Friday after 
the death and will 
continue to be sus-
pended while an in-
vestigation contin-
ues. The Kentucky 
Department for Nat-
ural Resources, Divi-
sion of Mine Safety, 
sent investigators to 
the mine immediate-
ly Friday afternoon.
“On behalf of the 

cabinet, I want to 
express my deepest 
sympathies to the 
Slusher family,” Ken-
tucky Energy and En-
vironment Secretary 
Rebecca Goodman 
said. “We will learn 
more about how this 
accident happened 
so that we can hope-
fully prevent another 
such loss of life.”
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Above: The panel of speakers at Tuesday’s 
Pineville Community Hospital event includ-
ed from left, Pineville Mayor Scott Madon, 
Bell County Judge Executive Albey Brock, 
U.S. Congressman Hal Rogers, U.S. Senator 
Mitch McConnell and First State Bank presi-
dent Katherine Reese.

Right: Southeast Community & Technical Col-
lege president Dr. Vic Adams speaks with Rog-
ers and McConnell before Tuesday’s event at 
the Middlesboro campus. Others speaking at 
Southeast included State Rep. Adam Bowling 
and State Sen. Brandon Smith.

Rogers, McConnell visit Bell Co.
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Long’s $1 & Up in Pineville was presented with a plaque commemorating 
the grant they received from the USDA for installing solar panels earlier 
this year. USDA Kentucky State Director Hilda Legg was joined by Mikey 
Long, Mike Long, Store operator Jeffrey Allen, Pineville Mayor Scott Ma-
don and State Sen. Brandon Smith. Allen said he was accepting on behalf 
of his sister Ashley Delk and his aunt Sandra Long.

By JAY COMPTON

GM / Editor

Tuesday was a big day 
for Pineville and Bell 
County as federal and 
state leaders visited 
several locations where 
their dollars are being 
used to help with im-
provements.
One stop for USDA 

Kentucky State Director 
Hilda Legg was Long’s  
$1 & Up in Pineville.
A $19,481 grant was 

provided to Long’s 
through the USDA for 
the installation of solar 
panels at their business.  
“Lowering energy 

costs means rural busi-
nesses have more cap-
ital to invest in jobs 
and growth,” said Legg. 
“Thanks to the leader-
ship of President Trump 
and Agriculture Sec-
retary Perdue, USDA 
Rural Development 
continues to be a valu-
able partner in helping 
rural businesses and 
communities across the 
commonwealth.” 

USDA recognizes Long’s $1 & Up

Bell Co. miner 
killed at Double 
Mountain, state 

investigating
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The Middlesboro Police Department and Ambu-
lance Service respond to the scene of Monday 
night’s four-wheeler accident on Cumberland 
Avenue.

2 juveniles flown 
out after four- 

wheeler accident 
Middlesboro Police and Ambulance Service 

responded to a serious accident on Cumber-
land Avenue between 25th and 28th Street 
Monday night.  
A four-wheeler collided with a vehicle and 

two juveniles on the four-wheeler were flown 
to UT Hospital with a serious injuries. 
There were reports of a Middlesboro School 

Bus directly behind the accident, Superinten-
dent Waylon Allen told WRIL the bus was not 
involved in the collision.
Responding to the scene was the Middlesboro 

Fire/EMS and Middlesboro Police Depart-
ment.

See how CARES Act helped Pineville Community 
Hospital, Southeast Community & Technical College
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