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Jeff Noble

Times-Voice Editor

The Breathitt County 

Schools are looking to 

increase the number of 

instruction days when 

August arrives. And to 

do that, the 2019-2020 
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   Ladycats fall in region semifinal
All-Region Ladycat Hannah Griffith works as hard 
in the classroom as she does on the hardwood 
 With an ACT score of 34, the senior has earned UK’s most prestigious Otis 

 A. Singletary Scholarship, proving athletics and academics go hand in hand

   On February 21, Jackson Gay a freshman at Jackson 

City School, travelled to Frankfort to be a page for 

Cluster Howard, Ky. State Representative for Brea-

thitt, Lee, Owsley, Estill and part of Madison counties. 

Jackson stated this was a great experience for him be-

cause of his interest in politics, but added that it 

would be a great opportunity for anyone his age to 

participate in.

  LBJ Elementary’s Student Technology Leadership 

Program (STEP) Coach, Elizabeth Minix, is congratu-

lated for her work by LBJ Principal Jeremy Hall and 

Breathitt County Schools’ Superintendent, Phillip 

Watts. The honor came last Tuesday, February 26.

Board looks at 173 Instruction Day plan
First reading held, second reading to be voted on later

“We have a quorum”
This time, all of Fiscal Court meets

JCS freshman Jackson Gay visits Ky. 

State Representative Howard in Frankfort

   Members of the LBJ Elementary Academic Team show off certificates given to 
them by the Breathitt County Board of Education during the board’s regular meet-

ing on Tuesday, February 26 in the BHS Library. The students were in the District 

Governor’s Cup, as well as on the Quick Recall Team.

School Calendar could be 

increased by two days.

That was on the table 

when the Breathitt County 

Board of Education 

met during its regular 

monthly meeting last 

Tuesday, February 26. 

The district’s Susan Watts 

and Superintendent Phillip 

Watts went over the options 

with board members and 

staff during the session, 

held at the Breathitt High 

School Library. And during 

discussion, a number 

came up – 173, as in “173 

instruction days” for the 

2019-20 School Year.

Phillip Watts noted the 

current school year has 171 

instruction days, and the 

district has wanted to have 

more instruction days for 

quite awhile. Susan Watts 

told the board they do have 

“two to three options” to 

decide on before the vote 

comes up later this month. 

While the first reading was 
held, the measure did not 

have to be approved. That’s 

expected to happen during 

the board’s regular meeting 

for this month, which 

takes place on Tuesday, 

March 26 at 5 p.m. at LBJ 

Elementary School.

There were several 

discussion items approved, 

with one of them being 

a new and more efficient 
way to assign referees 

to school sports events. 

It was the unanimous 

approval of the ArbiterPay 

Agreement for referee 

pay for all the district’s 

schools. According to 

arbitersports.com, the 

ArbiterPay system assigns 

sports officials through 
ArbiterOne and pays 

them electronically, using 

ArbiterPay. It’s been cited 

as “an easy and reliable 

way to manage payments 

to game officials, from 
college officials to local 
recreation departments.” 

Breathitt High’s Principal - 

Carolyn McDaniel - highly 

recommended the system 

- saying it has streamlined 

the assignments and less 

paperwork for payroll. 

Approval of some 

construction projects was 

unanimous as well, such 

as the low bid from Allen 

Construction to complete 

maintenance repair of the 

synthetic plaster EIFS 

(Exterior Insulation and 

Finish System) to both 

Highland-Turner and 

Marie Roberts-Caney 

Jeff Noble

Times-Voice Editor

In the span of less than 

one week, four special 

meetings of the Breathitt 

County Fiscal court were 

postponed, due to a lack of 

a quorum. 

A fifth special meeting 
was set for Wednesday at 

8:25 a.m. County Judge-

Executive Jeff Noble 

decided to wait until 8:30 

a.m., to see if Magistrates 

Ellis Tincher, Donnie 

Bush and Ray Moore 

would arrive. Roughly five 
minutes later, the three 

   Shortly before 8:30 a.m. at Wednesday’s meeting of the Breathitt County Fiscal 

Court, three of the four Magistrates who were not at the previous four meetings 

came in, took a seat, and the special session began.

magistrates came inside 

the Fiscal Courtroom of 

the Breathitt County Court 

House, sat down at their 

desks to join Magistrate 

Roy Darrell Herald - who 

was already seated - and 

the streak of postponed 

sessions came to an end.

The agenda used for 

Wednesday’s meeting was 

different from the one 

handed out on Tuesday, 

which listed seven items. 

There were just two items 

– one was the second 

reading, approval and 

adoption of the Breathitt 

County Clerk Fee Pooling 

Revocation Ordinance, 

which also incorporated 

the suggested Amendment, 

which was publicly read 

before the vote was 

taken. In fact, the second 

reading of the ordinance 

was actually scheduled to 

take place on Wednesday 

(March 6 at 8:30 a.m) by 

the Fiscal Court. A public 

notice was placed on Page 

7 in last week’s (February 

27) edition of the Times-

Voice. The other agenda 

item was for discussion and 

possible action concerning 

the Fiscal Court Clerk 

position, currently held by 

Ashley Barnett.

Barnett gave the second 

reading of the ordinance 

and the amendment. Bush 

made the motion to approve 

it, which was seconded by 

Moore. When the vote was 

taken, it passed 3-1, with 

Tincher, Bush and Moore 

voting “Yes,” while Herald 

voted “No.” Next was the 

item on the Fiscal Court 

Clerk position, in which 

Herald made the motion, 


