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Breathitt makes 

12th trip to state

The US Department 

of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) 

Secretary Marcia L. 

Fudge visited Jackson on 

HUD Secretary Fudge 

visits Jackson
Eastern Kentucky to receive $298 million in funding

(L-R) Jackson Mayor Laura Thomas, HUD Secretary Marcia L. Fudge, and Breathitt County 

Judge Executive Jeff Noble address the audience inside the Breathitt County Courthouse.

Wednesday, March 15, 

2023, where she met with 

local officials at the Brea-

thitt County Courthouse 

and surveyed the local 

disaster recovery efforts.

Secretary Fudge 

brought a round of cheers 

from the audience when 

she stated that originally 

she was asked to this press 

conference from Florida, 

but said “No, I am going 

to Kentucky.”

The Breathitt County 
Academic Boosters is a 
program that was created 

in 1987 and for 36 years 

now has honored the gifted 

learners (grades 6-12), 

those with high academic 

achievements, in every 

school system within the 

county. Those honored 

fall into two categories 

decided by grade point 

average (GPA): 3.5-3.79 

GPA is one group with the 

other being 3.8-4.0 GPA.

Students present and 

past have always found 

the invite to the boosters a 

privilege and honor. They 

look forward to receiv-

ing their shirt, which has 

become infamous over the 

past three decades for the 

variety of colors that have 

been selected, their cer-

tificate, and for those that 
have excelled, their medal, 

letter (for their jackets), 

and/or chevron.

Those students that 

have maintained a GPA 

of 3.8 or higher from the 

Local program needs a ‘boost’

Academic Boosters
sixth grade through the 

12th are awarded a schol-

arship in the amount of 

$500.

But according to 
Board Members Cameron 
Adams and James E. Turn-

er, the Academic Boosters 
program is hurting finan-

cially and without more 

donations and funding 

could potentially come to 

an end within the next two 

to three years. “It costs 

roughly anywhere be-

tween $5000 and $7000 to 

operate the boosters each 

year and within the next 

two years the source of its 

funding, a private CD will 

reach maturity. Once that 

happens, the board will 

have to decide if there is 

enough money to reinvest 

the program to keep it go-

ing or if it will have to end 

the boosters. Of course, 

private donations are a big 

source of income as well, 

but during my brief time 

The Jackson Mayor’s 

Office announced that 
Charles Herald was named 

the new City Clerk, re-

placing the recently retired 

Angie Combs. Herald is 

known in the community 

New city clerk named

(L-R) New Jackson City Clerk Charles Her-

ald and Mayor Laura Thomas.

for his work in local bank-

ing.

Herald will be of-

ficially introduced to the 
city council at the next 

meeting scheduled for 

Thursday, March 16, 2023.

Angela A. Gabbard: 

Count I: public intoxica-

tion controlled substance 

excludes alcohol, when 

she appeared in a public 

place manifestly under the 

influence of a controlled 
substance; Count II: 

resisting arrest, when she 

knowingly and unlawfully 

became disorderly when a 

peace officer was attempt-
ing to handcuff her; Count 

III: fleeing or evading 
police 2nd degree, on foot, 

when she intentionally 

fled from peace officer on 
foot; Count IV: assault, 

3rd degree, police officer, 
when she intentionally and 

unlawfully hit a peace of-

ficer; Count V: disorderly 
conduct, 2nd degree, when 

she knowingly and unlaw-

fully engaged in tumultu-

ous, threatening behavior.

INDICTMENTS
Bail: reinstate to Dis-

trict Bond.
James D. Trent: 

Count I: theft by unlawful 

taking or disposition all 

others $1,000<$10,000, 

when he knowingly 

and unlawfully charged 

$1904.89 worth of 

gasoline for personal 

use on a company credit 

card, belonging to Hinkle 

Environmental without 

permission.

Bail: summons, ar-
raignment date March 24, 

2023 at 10 a.m.

Lance O. Whitten-

myer: Count I: wanton 

endangerment, 1st degree, 

when he intentionally 

put a loaded gun to the 

back of Chelsea Baker 
head, creating substantial 

The Jackson Trac-

tor Supply located along 

Highway 15 North hosted 

a pet event along with fel-

low organizers Aspire Ap-

palachia and the Kentucky 

River Animal Shelter. 

The event took place on 

Saturday, March 11th, from 

10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The event was held to 

promote pet adoptions and 

provide free Parvo vac-

cinations as well as take 

donations for much needed 

Jackson Tractor Supply 

hosts pet event
pet supplies for the animal 

shelter.

According to a man-

ager at the Jackson Tractor 

Supply, despite no pet 

adoptions, event organiz-

ers still view the day as a 

success as 86 Parvo vacci-

nations were administered 

and the animal shelter 

received many donations. 

“And anytime you get to 

hang out with and help 

animals at work, makes it 

a great day.”

Good Luck 

Bobcats 

at RUPP


