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A new concealed weapon law now allows citizens without proper training or a permit to carry 
a gun legally. It’s a serious concern for law enforcement.   This week’s POINT/COUNTER 
POINT on page A5 confronts the issue.
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ENTERPRISE NEWS
BY JIM WILSON 

“I highly recommend everyone still get the training,” explained 
Clay County Sheriff Patrick Robinson when discussing a new con-
ceal carry law. 

Kentucky will become the 16th state to allow permitless con-
cealed carry of firearms on July 1 under a bill that became a law 
when it was signed by Governor Matt Bevin Monday.

Senate Bill 150, sponsored by Sen. Brandon Smith, R-Hazard, 
advanced on a 60-37 vote in the House. It will allow Kentuckians 
age 21 and older who are legally eligible possess a firearm for per-
mitless carry anywhere that those with a concealed carry license 
are allowed to possess a firearm. Permitless carry will not be 
allowed where prohibited by federal law or otherwise prohibited.

“If someone is concealed they have training and are a law 
abiding citizen,” said Patrick Robinson of the previous law. “Their 
background is cleared, but under the new law we are not sure who 
we are dealing with.”

Rep. Savannah Maddox, R-Dry Ridge, presented SB 150 for a 

Concealing
a problem?

New concealed carry law allows citizens without

permit to pack a weapon; police urge training

PATRICK ROBINSON--CLAY SHERIFF“
If someone is concealed they have training and 
are a law abiding citizen.  Their background is 
cleared, but under the new law we are not sure 
who we are dealing with.”
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Mollie Henson, age 51, of Hyden and 
Brian Hacker, age 38, of Oneida were 
arrested for cocaine trafficking and auto 
theft after Manchester Police Department 
Officer Cody Pennington observed a white 
2018 Ford Fusion on River Street, March 
8 with a Florida license, obstructing the 
roadway. Clay 911 determined the vehi-
cle had been entered stolen from Laurel 
County. 

Pennington and MPD Officers Ben 
Webb, Wes Wolfe, and Detective Gary 
Jordan conducted a search of the vehicle. 
During the search officers located a small 
baggie of a white substance believed to 

be cocaine, two digital scales, multiple 
small empty clear baggies, two small clear 
baggies of a powder/crystalline substance 
believed to be methamphetamine, a used 
glass pipe with white residue present, a 
leather slapjack concealed inside a back-
pack, and U.S. Currency.

Henson and Hacker were booked into 
Clay County Detention Center. Henson 
and Hacker were charged with receiv-
ing stolen property ($10,000 or more), 
trafficking in controlled substance (first 
degree), (first offense) (cocaine) (meth), 
drug paraphernalia (buy or possess) and 
carrying a concealed weapon. Henson was 
also charged with failure to produce in-
surance card and obstructing a highway.

Cocaine found

in traffic stop

Cocaine, money and scales were confiscated during a traffic stop on River Street by the Manchester City Police Department.

Two charged by Manchester City Police

ENTERPRISE NEWS
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Without a freeze in pension contribu-
tion rates Clay County Health Department 
and 41 other county health departments 
may be forced to cut staff or close in the 
next year, and 22 more will close in the 
year following that, the Kentucky Health 
Departments Association warns according 
to a report by John Cheves in the Lexing-
ton Herald Leader.

Clay and surrounding counties of Ows-
ley, Jackson, Laurel, Knox and Leslie are 
in the 0-12 month range and Bell County 
is in the 13-24 month range. Officials run-
ning these departments say they need help 
in order to keep serving Kentuckians.

Kentucky health departments have 

2,474 employees enrolled in KRS and 
need lawmakers dedicating one or more 
new revenue sources to cover pension 
costs for the public institutions. If not 
it’s possible the health departments will 
be forced into slashing their staffs by 35 
percent,

Payroll size is what determines pension 
contributions, so a smaller staff means 
an agency owes less. “Pension relief” bills 
working their way through the legislative 
process would cap at 49 percent of payroll 
but that means that state taxpayers will 
have to make up an additional $121 mil-
lion in Fiscal Year 2021. 

Kentucky faces a total public pension 
shortfall of $37 billion. 

Health Department’s face closure over pension

BRIAN HACKER MOLLIE HENSON


