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cemetery relocation

Work is underway on installation of the new turf field at Tiger Stadium.  The project is expected to be completed by mid-August.  Photo by Mark Hoskins
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Board receives death threats
Kentucky State Police cyber crimes unit investigating threats over relocation of Hoskins Cemetery

The Clay County Grand Jury will 
decide whether or not a shooting was 
justified that left one man dead.

On Saturday, July 17, 2021 at ap-
proximately 2:10 PM, Kentucky State 
Police, London Post was notified by 
Clay County 911 of a fatal shooting 

that took place outside of a residence 
on Dripping Springs Road in Clay 
County.

 The preliminary investigation 
reveals that Clay County 911 was 
notified of a physical altercation 
involving Bryan T.  Hammons, 50 
years old, of Manchester and Richard 

Board attorney, superintendent answer
questions over relocation of cemetery

Hammons shot, killed;

grand jury to hear case

COVID outbreak
strikes Clay

County one of five in red zone

Clay is one of five counties in the 
state that have entered the red due to 
COVID cases.  The county’s positivity 
rate is now at 33%.

According to the Cumberland Valley 
District Health Department, a cluster 
of cases associated with services at 
the Church of God Worship Center at 

Laurel Creek has been reported.
The church held revival services last 

week and the department is current-
ly tracking over 60 confirmed cases 
that are associated with the cluster, 
according to Christie Green, Public 
Health Director at the CVDHD.

“So we’re seeing right now an 
increased rate in Clay County and 

Staff Report

ENTERPRISE NEWS
   With many false statements being made about the relocation of the 
Hoskins Cemetery, The Enterprise sat down with Board Attorney Sharon 
Allen and Superintendent William Sexton for a Q&A session on the issue.

Question: What makes the relocation of Hoskins Cemetery dif-
ferent from the relocation of the Marlowe and Lunsford ceme-
teries on the Memorial Drive Project where 24 plus graves were 
moved?

Answer:  The Clay County Board of Education already owned the 
property where Hoskins cemetery is located so the Board was able 
to ask the Fiscal Court for a resolution authorizing removal rather 
than filing a condemnation action in Circuit Court that included au-
thority to relocate a cemetery.  Pursuant to KRS 162.030 boards of 
education can also initiate condemnation proceedings pursuant to 
the Eminent Domain Act for the purchase of real estate to be used 
for school purposes.

Question: Did the Board of Education have to obtain permission 
from the next of kin to relocate the graves from Hoskins Ceme-
tery?

Answer:  No.  With a resolution from the fiscal court or other 
court order permission from next of kin as defined by law was not 
required.

Question:  Are all the graves going to Manchester Memorial 
Gardens?

Answer:  Unless next of kin request a different arrangement, all 
graves must be relocated to the nearest perpetual care cemetery.  
The only perpetual care cemetery in Clay County is Manchester Me-

An investigation is underway by the Kentucky State Police after death threats 
were received by members of the board of education recently.

Board attorney Sharon Allen says the threats came through the school sys-
tems email account to two people.

“At this time, we cannot comment any further about the incident other than 
to say we feel it’s a viable threat and are taking it seriously,” she said.

The emails were turned over to the Kentucky State Police Cyber Crime Unit.
The threat has now evoked more security measures for Clay County High 

School, Manchester Elementary and the Hoskins Cemetery.
The attorney did say the threats were over the relocation of the cemetery.
Last week the fiscal court granted the board of education approval to file their 

permits with the state to relocate the cemetery.
The board has now filed their permits and are awaiting notification from the 


