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‘Parko’ retires
By Andy McDonald

Parko, the Berea 
Police Department’s 

K9 unit, had it made 
on Wednesday. He was 
treated to cake and ice 
cream and a lot of petting 
as police and city staffers 
bid him happy retirement. 

Parko has been with the 
Berea Police Department 
for approximately eight 

years, four and a half of 
which have been with 
the current K9 officer, Jeff 
Harness. During his ten-
ure with the Berea Police 
Department, the Dutch 
shepherd has been a part 
of hundreds of cases, 
including many drug 
searches. 

Parko has adhered to a 

See PARKO, A5

Berea Police 

Department K9 

Officer Jeff Har-

ness and Parko at a 

retirement celebra-

tion at City Hall 
last Wednesday. 

Parko is retired but 

will live with Har-

ness. A new K9 unit 

will be introduced 

to the department 

this fall.

County takes lead in USBR 21 bike grant application
By Keith Taylor

News Editor

The Madison County Fiscal 
Court is taking the lead in 
applying for a transportation 
grant that would improve 
USBR 21, a stretch of high-
way that extends from Ohio 
to Florida.

The court will apply for 
a grant that totals $80,000. 

The City of Berea, City of 
Richmond and the Madison 
County Fiscal Court have 
already contributed $1,000 for 
the project and 10 more Ken-
tucky counties have agreed 
to help contribute as part of a 
20 percent match toward the 
project.  

Most of the monies will be 
used for signs to be placed 
along the route. If the grant 

is received, a total of $64,000 
will be awarded for the im-
provements that will help aid 
drivers and bicyclists.

“It’s a really good ben-
efit for us, especially from a 
tourism standpoint. … This 
puts Madison County on the 
map,” Judge Executive Rea-
gan Taylor said. “Bicycling is 
a big activity and there’s a lot 
of people that do it.”

Magistrate John Tudor 
agreed.

“Anytime we can receive 
funding (is good),” he said. 
“I’ve got friends and family 
members that ride bicycles 
and anytime we can promote 
safety trails for bikes and 
mark those trails, to let not 
only the bikers know, but the 

See LEAD, A5

Craft 
fair still
going  
strong

Special to the Citizen

The Berea Craft Festival is 
still going strong.

The annual event begins Fri-
day and runs through Sunday 
at Indian Fort Theatre. More 
than 110 
artists 
from 16 
states 
will be 
part 
of this 
year’s 
event.

Success 
of the 
festival 
comes 
from 
includ-
ing the 
artists 
that have 
attended 
for a 
number 
of years and have a following 
and the artists that are new 
to Berea. Newcomers include 
artists in watercolors, fiber and 
2D mixed mediums.  Festi-
val organizers agree that this 
mixture has something for 
everyone.

Three days of food and enter-
tainment, all while discovering 
the artistry of craftspeople, 
a mix of new and old tech-
niques, traditional and mod-
ern items, make the event a 
representation of very unique, 
functional works.  The festival 
prides itself on the quality 
offerings it brings to central 
Kentucky.

“The initial feeling is set by 
the amazing forest that houses 
the artists and entertainers. 
The beauty of the setting is 
the perfect companion to the 
amazing work that artists 

See FAIR, A5

Berea Craft 
Festival

When: Friday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. and Sunday 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: $6 
adults, $5 for seniors 
and children under 
12, free.
Directions:  Take 

I-75 to exit 76 or 77 

and follow the signs 

to festival.
Online: www.visit-
berea/berea-craft-
festival

BPD street crimes 
unit stays busy 
over the July 
Fourth holiday.

A3

Topping it off

Kenny Stepp, an employee with the Allen Company, smooths out a fresh coat of black top 
on a portion of Glades Street Tuesday. Black top is being applied to various streets in the 

city, including the Dixie Park area, giving the streets a fresh, new appearance. 
(The Citizen/Keith Taylor)


