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If diagnosed early, colorectal cancer 
is more than 90% curable.  
Call today 606-599-4087

ManchesterColonAwareness.com

Drive Thru
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11:00pm

DAMAGE EXPECTED TO EXCEED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS; ROADS, BRIDGES DESTROYED

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021

Several families had to be evacuated from homes in Oneida like this one.  The county’s swift water rescue team also removed numerous stranded 

motorists during the flooding.  A total of 16 people were rescued, according to Emergency Management Service Asst. Dir. Brian Jackson.

See EVACUATION A7
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Burning Springs family watches
as flood water comes to their door

By Mark Hoskins

ENTERPRISE NEWS
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Millions of dollars is 

the best estimate officials 
can give right now on the 
damage in Clay County 
and could easily top a 
million by week’s end.

Clay County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Johnny Johnson 
has declared a state of 
emergency due to the 
massive flooding.

Clay joins many other 
surrounding counties that 
have also received devas-
tating flooding.

The Kentucky National 
Guard has been activat-
ed and is responding to 
assist with high water 
emergencies.

The judge says the 
county’s road system has 
received major damage 
and crews are out work-
ing to remove debris.

“We have reports of 
blocked roads all over 
the county right now,” he 
said.  “We’ve got crews 
out and we are working 
to get these roads opened 
back up.”

By Mark Hoskins
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Several families had to 
be evacuated in the town 
of Oneida as flood waters 
went higher than residents 
have seen in years.

Lockard’s Creek Fire 
Chief Charles “Dobber” 
Weaver says the swift wa-
ter rescue team relocated 
several residents to higher 
ground.

“We went to each resi-
dence and moving indi-
viduals out of the town,” 
he said.  

As of 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day morning, the river 
was still rising in the small 
town.

Kenny Price, the former 
jailer of Clay County, has 
been a lifelong resident of 
Oneida and said the water 
is higher than he’s seen.

“I can’t remember see-
ing the water this high in a 
long time,” he said.  “The 
field behind my house 
never floods like what I’m 
seeing right now.”

Structural damage to 
homes and businesses 

In 19 years, Melissa Rob-
inson says she’s never seen 
water at the brink of entering 
her Burning Springs home.  

On Sunday night it came within a few inches.
She and her husband Charley were like many others that lived 

in the northern region of Clay County as they feared everything, 
they’d worked for was nearly gone.  The Robinson’s were fortu-

nate, many others were not.
When the water recedes, officials estimate millions of dollars 

in damages will be reported to homes and roadways across 
the county.  The damage was so severe county judge-executive 
Johnny Johnson declared a state of emergency.

Seven inches of rain fell Sunday night in a short period of 

See EMERGENCY A7
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See WORRIED A7

Surrounded by water

(LEFT) TYLER ALLEN with Allen’s Towing Service, talked to this stranded motorist on KY. 638 Monday morning.  Allen removed the bucket from 
his loader and pushed the woman’s vehicle to safety.

Numerous homes on Sol 

Hollow were completely 
flooded and residents 
had to evacuate Sunday 

night on Ky. 11 near 
Oneida.
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