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A Letter To Lee County 
(Concerning Alcohol Sales) 

By Dustin Cornett - Owner of Chocolat Inn & Cafe

   Dear Lee County 
Residents,
 I am writing to 
you in order to inform 
you of a decision I 
made that could give 
the county an “option” 
we currently don’t have.  
That option is ultimately 
up to you on if it be-
comes reality.  This was 
a difficult decision for 
me to make but since 
being appointed to the 
Lee County Tourism 
Commission and my 
desire to help our area 
reach its true potential, 
I felt this was an option 
we need to throughly 
consider.  That option I 
am referring to is to al-
low the sales of alcohol 
in our county.  Now I’ll 
answer some important 
questions:
      Why are you doing 
this?
      I have nothing to 
gain or lose by either 
outcome.  I do have a 
business but currently 
we have no plans on 
adding alcohol if we 
even had that option.  I 
won’t say never, but for 
the foreseeable future I 
have no interest in mak-
ing alcohol part of my 
business.  Personally, 
I’ll have a drink maybe 
a couple times a year, so 
I can take it or leave it.  
I have good friends that 
support alcohol sales 
and some that don’t.  I 

understand both views 
and respect everyone’s 
opinion even if I think 
differently.  I’m working 
on as many things as I 
can to improve our area, 
not just alcohol sales.  I 
wanted this issue ap-
proached with a high de-
gree of respect because 
this is our community 
and regardless of the 
outcome it will remain 
that way. 
      Why now?
      In the past few years 
our surrounding counties 
have decided to allow 
the sales of alcohol.  Ev-
ery year we can expect 
someone to start a peti-
tion to allow it here as 
well.  I feel we need to 
get this on the ballot to 
accurately evaluation the 
views of our residents 
on this matter so we can 
move forward appropri-
ately.  For instance, if 
we get the option on the 
ballot and more people 
are against it than for it 
then this topic can’t be 
addressed again for an-
other three years.  This 
gives us a clear picture 
of what our residents 
want and what direction 
to take.  If it happens to 
pass then we move for-
ward with those options.  
That also doesn’t mean 
forever.  If the residents 
feel they would prefer to 
ban alcohol sales then a 
petition can be made to 

Come on out to the Main Street 
Market Event this Friday July 12th at 6pm 

and try out your throwing arm to dunk 
Judge Exec. Chuck Caudill 
and Mayor Scott Jackson. 

All proceeds go to Spay It Forward. Raffle for a 50” Ultra Hi Def TV!      

go back to being a dry 
county.  Our wonderful 
country supports local 
government.
      Who is affected and 
What’s the point?
      I wanted to do this 
county-wide not just for 
the city.  I am wanting 
to give people opportu-
nities and make that fair 
to everyone no matter 
their location.  The point 
of doing it is directly re-
lated to tourists coming 
to the area.  If we didn’t 
have tourists and only 
had our local economy 
then I wouldn’t even 
bother doing this as it 
would have very little 
if any impact on our 
growth.  It won’t have a 
very big impact immedi-
ately anyway, but it will 
level the playing field 
and create more options 
in the future.  Tourism 
is our biggest industry 
now, we must accept and 
support that.
     What are your 
views on the sales of 
alcohol?
     I am for the sales 
of alcohol and mostly 
because that is the norm 
everywhere you go.  The 
fact that we can’t sell it 
here puts us at a unfair 
competitive disadvan-
tage.  Our neighbors can 
benefit and we can’t.  
We are needing to reach 
more tourists to ensure 
the growth of our county 
and alcohol is one way 
we can.  We need to do 
more than just that, but 
it is one thing we can 
do.  I wouldn’t support 
anything that would 
negatively affect our 
county.  As most of you 
know, I am for bringing 
all things positive to Lee 
County!
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