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Scott Broughton 
returns to coaching
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BY CHARLES MYRICK
editor@mountainadvocate.com

Among many, one 
unforeseen victim 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic has been 
money. No, not 
the lack of it per 
se, but the avail-
ability of coins.

Many busi-
nesses nation-
wide, including 
retailers in the 
Tri-County area 
have posted 
signs informing 
customers they aren’t 
accepting coins for payment 
due to a shortage.

In what many have taken to 

social media to decry as 
a conspiracy theory to 
push trackable cur-
rency through debit 
and credit cards, the 
Federal Reserve says 
that isn’t so and gives 
credible reasons for 
the shortfall.

In an interview 
with National Public 
Radio (NPR), Feder-
al Reserve Chair Je-

rome Powell boiled 
the problem down 
to a couple things 
— supply and 

distribution. “We’re 
working with the mint 

Pandemic blamed 
for coin shortage, 
citizens concerned
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1.35%

Knox considered hotspot for infection rate, 
outpacing popular tourist destinations

FIRST DEATHS 
REPORTED

BY CHARLES MYRICK
editor@mountainadvocate.com

A little over a week af-
ter announcing the larg-
est cluster of COVID-19 
cases in Knox County, 
the nursing home that 
saw 47 residents and 
eight staffers test posi-
tive has announced that 
five of its residents have 
died.

In a statement from 

See COVID, page A12

BY JEFF LEDINGTON
jledington@mountainadvocate.com

A Knox County man was 
taken to the hospital after 
harming himself with a knife 
and threatening others out-
side the courthouse. 

Aaron Self of Barbourville 
was taken to Barbourvi-
lle ARH with superficial 
wounds after stabbing 
himself in the neck and arm. 
Witnesses state Self also 
stabbed himself in the leg.

Knox County Sheriff Mike 
Smith stated Self became 
upset from a domestic inci-
dent earlier; an official press 
release states Self became 
belligerent in the county at-
torney’s office. He continued 
that Self brandished a knife 
outside the courthouse and 
threatened to harm himself 

and others. 
A witness, who identified 

himself as Nathaniel Smith, 
stated Self had been to the 
county attorney’s office and 
upon leaving the court-
house said he planned to kill 
himself. Smith said he tried 
to talk Self down when Self 
pulled a knife from a back-
pack and threatened to kill 
both of them. Smith stated 
he told Self about his preg-
nant wife and child, adding 
“he said I’ll kill you and me 
both, I don’t care.”

Witnesses say Self then 
went back to the grassy area 
by the courthouse where he 
put the knife to his throat, 
saying he would kill himself. 
“We were trying to talk him 
out of it and then the deputy 
came out and started talking 
to him,” said Smith. Court Se-

curity Officer Jesse Smith and 
Knox County Deputies Sam 
Mullins and Mike Broughton 
approached Self and con-
vinced him to drop the knife. 

Smith and other witness-

es praised the deputies for 
their efforts in attempting to 
calm Self and in getting the 
knife away from him. Self 
was cited as being a danger 
to himself and others.

Man stabs himself at courthouse

PHOTOS BY JEFF LEDINGTON

At left, Monday’s incident drew 

a response from the city police 

and fire departments, the sher-

iff’s office, and courthouse se-

curity. 

Above, Nathaniel Smith was 

threatened with a knife outside 

the courthouse but continued 

to try to speak with the man to 

calm him down.

STAFF REPORT
news@mountainadvocate.com

Convicted murderer Phillip Lewis was sen-
tenced Thursday to 35 years in prison for the 
January 2019 murder of Gary Medlin.

Lewis entered the A&B Quick Stop in Gray 
in the early hours of January 16, 2019 where 
he used a firearm in an attempted robbery. 
25-year-old Gary Medlin attempted to flee 
the store at which time he was shot by Lewis multiple 

times. Medlin was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Lewis, who fled the scene on foot, remained 
at large until February 8, 2019 when he was 
arrested in Flint, Mich. A joint task force 
comprised of the Michigan State Police, U.S. 
Marshals and the FBI worked to locate him.

Lewis famously stated in an exclusive inter-
view with The Mountain Advocate, Lewis said, 
“I do not kill. I steal. I am not no killer.” He 

plead guilty in March of this year to killing Medlin.

Phillip Lewis

Lewis gets 35 years for murder

STAFF REPORT
news@mountainadvocate.com

A Barbourville man who was ar-
rested for assaulting his girlfriend 
after she became afraid of a spider 

Detention Center 
Deputies foil 

hospital escape

See ESCAPE, page A3


