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STAFF REPORT
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A former Knox County magis-

trate has been indicted on fed-

eral charges for allegedly ‘know-

ingly and intentionally distrib-

ute a quantity of pills contain-

ing hydrocodone, a Schedule 

II controlled substance’ from 

March 28 through April 26, 

2018. Cox also ran an unsuc-

cessful re-election bid that 

spring but lost in the May pri-

mary election.

Former Magistrate Jerry 

‘Rabbit’ Cox was indicted by the 

Eastern District of Kentucky, 

Southern Division, Federal 

Grand Jury on Thursday, June 

27. The Grand Jury charged that 

Cox did ‘knowingly and inten-

tionally distribute a quantity of 

Former magistrate 
indicted on federal 

drug charges

Fire destroys church, 
arson suspected

Jerry “Rabbit” Cox

A Knox County kid and her teacher, Mr. TJ take a break 

from a recent field trip to Thomas Walker Park. Of 
course, all the fun that day deserved a big High Five!

Above left, Rylie Kate Martin soaked up some sun on a hot, sunny day recently. Above right, Chase Smith 
takes in nature on a hot day as he’s perched on a tree. Photos Submitted

The above church building on Moore Hill Road at Corbin succombed to fire 
early Monday morning. Firefighters believe the fire is the work of arsonists.
 Photo by Eddie Arnold

These blondes sure had fun when Corbin Red-

hound Enrichment summer program took an out-
ing to Thomas Walker State Park.

Photos by Brooke Stansbury

BY DEAN MANNING

For The Mountain Advocate

Firefighters say arsonists 
may have finally succeeded in 
what they believe is the third 
attempt to burn an abandoned 
church building on Moore Hill 
in Corbin.

West Knox firefighters were 
called to the intersection of 
Moore Hill Ave. and Kennedy 
Ave. at approximately 1 a.m. 
Monday.

The empty building former-
ly housed the “City of Refuge 
Church,” and had also served 
as the home of “Grace City 
Church,” though it has been va-
cant since mid 2017.

“It was about 50 percent in-
volved when we got there,” said 
West Knox Fire Chief Darryl 
Baker. “It didn’t take but a cou-
ple of minutes before it flashed 
on us and was fully involved.”

“We tried to get it out, but the 
roof was already caving in,” he 
added.

Baker said residents nearby 
told firefighters they had seen 
someone who appeared to be 
carrying a gas can, go into the 
building shortly before the fire 
broke out.

“They ran them off, but didn’t 
get a car tag number or vehicle 

BY CHARLES MYRICK

cmyrick@mountainadvocate.com

Two people arrested for al-
legedly having sexual relations 
openly in the Barbourville 
Walmart parking lot have been 
indicted.

The Knox County Grand Jury 
indicted Nicholas Mandel, 39, 
of Corbin, and Dana Woolum, 
33, of Hinkle both with Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance 
in the First Degree, Possession 
of a Controlled Substance in 
the Third Degree, Disorder-
ly Conduct First Degree, In-
decent Exposure First Degree 
First Offense, Public Intoxi-

cation, Posses-
sion of Marijua-
na, Possession 
of a Controlled 
Substance, Tra-
madol, in an 
Improper Con-
tainer, First Of-
fense, Posses-

sion of Drug Paraphernalia, 
Two Counts of Carrying a Con-
cealed Deadly Weapon, Bur-
glary in the First Degree, Crim-
inal Mischief in the First De-
gree, Two Counts of Persistent 
Felony Offender in the Second 
Degree.

On January 22, Barbourvi-

lle Police Patrol-

men Eric Martin 

and Clay Helton 

responded to a 

complaint from 

Walmart man-

agement that a 

couple was hav-

ing sexual rela-

tions in a vehicle parked in the 

parking lot. The incident was 

reported to Walmart manage-

ment by a father and his small 

child who saw the two. 

Upon further investigation, 

HOT 
FUN

IN THE

SUN!

Parking lot ‘relations’ lead 
to grand jury indictment

Nicholas 

Mandel

Dana Woolum 

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
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“It could have been a lot 
worse,” said the alleged victim 
of apparent road rage on Tues-
day, when Deputy Jailer James 
Partin reportedly pulled a gun 
on him at a red light on Rt. 11. 
“I have my conceal and car-
ry… but I didn’t have my gun 
with me. Thank God!” The al-
leged. “There could have been 
a shootout right there in the 

Deputy Jailer makes first 
court appearance

Deputy Jailer James Partin, right, 
appears with attorney David Mills at 
Tuesday’s hearing. 

Photo by Tim Branstetter

Four high-profile 
court cases delayed

Jerry Lee Smith appeared in court on several 
charges relating to alleged interactions with 
minors. Photo by Tim Branstetter

BY CHARLES MYRICK

cmyrick@mountainadvocate.com

During Tuesday’s Circuit Court hearings, four 
high-profile cases were pushed back to future dates. 
Some cases have been continued as far away as No-
vember 12.

Accused murderer Glenn Powell made an appear-
ance for a pretrial conference, only to be given a dead-
line for a plea bargain of September 14, or another 
hearing on November 6. Powell allegedly shot and 
killed Glenn Edwards in Powell’s driveway in spring 
2018. Powell remains incarcerated in the Knox Coun-
ty Detention Center on a $500,000 bond.

Eric Lee Smith, charged with attempted murder 
and two counts of fleeing or evading a police officer, 
was indicted earlier this year for allegedly attempting 
to run over a pedestrian with his car, with intent to 
kill the pedestrian. He then fled the scene of the acci-
dent. His appearance Tuesday lead to a scheduled Oc-
tober 4 pretrial conference. Smith is currently lodged 
in the Knox County Detention Center without bond.

A Flat Lick man charged with prohibited use of 
electronic communications system to procure minor/
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