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Few topics have sparked as much conversation 
as the future of the Barbourville water park. “Most 
people think we are just tearing the waterpark 
down, but we are replacing it....with something 
better,” said Barbourville City Councilman, Ronnie 
Moore. Plans for the new project were discussed at 
Thursday night’s City Council meeting. Very few 
community members were in attendance, but hun-
dreds took to social media express their feelings. 

Like it or not, the decision to close the waterpark 
is final, according Mayor David Thompson. “It’s do-
ne,” said. He went on to say that the park was never 
a source of income for the city, nor, to his knowl-
edge, was it ever intended to be. On the other hand, 

Water Park Woes
Public outrage hasn’t derailed plansPension woes may close 

Knox Health Dept.

I say let’s fix the water park. 
The cost can’t be much more 
that tearing it down and 
building something new.

— KELVIN HIBBARD

FACEBOOK SOUND-OFF
Mayor David Thompson points out plans for the city’s 

new park at Thursday’s City Council meeting.
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What a disappointment! I have 
heard no positive reactions 
to this plan, but yet, the city 
moves forward. This plan was 
determined before the public 
was even informed about it. 
Isn’t this tax payer money 
being used?

— LISA MCKEEHAN LINDSAY

See PARK, A3
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A dedication ceremony 
was held for the opening of 
Ryan's Place on the Court 
Square in Barbourville on 
Friday, March 8.  

Beverly Isom, KCEOC’s 
Supportive Service Director, 
explained that KCEOC ap-
plied for a grant in an effort 
to begin the KCEOC Youth 
Crisis Center in order to pro-
vide housing and resourc-
es for youth experiencing 
homelessness in the local ar-
ea.     

KCEOC President and CEO 
Paul Dole explained the es-

Ryan’s Place: 
A DEDICATION TO YOUTH IN NEED

Staff and community leaders held a ribbon cutting Friday for Ryan’s Place.
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A traffic stop by the Barbour-
ville Police Department ended 
in drug trafficking charges for 
one local man already wanted 
on multiple other charges. 

Clarence Sizemore, 38, was 
stopped on March 8, shortly af-
ter 3p.m. when Officer E. Mar-
tin noted the 2006 Black Chevy 
Silverado, driven by Sizemore, 

having no brake lights. Accord-
ing to the arrest citation by Mar-
tin, the suspect was pulled to the 
side of the road on Wall Street 
where he discovered that the 
offender had cancelled vehicle 
registration for failure to main-
tain insurance since 2017, inac-
tive operator license, and with 
four active arrest warrants.  

Upon arresting the  individ-
ual, Authorities noted a clear 

plastic baggie with 
a large amount of 
a clear crystal sub-
stance, believed to 
be methamphet-
amine, falling 
from Sizemore’s 
person. A field so-
briety test posi-

tively indicated that the baggie 
did contain approximately 12 
grams of of the highly addictive 

substance. 
Additionally officers recov-

ered a nine millimeter handgun 
with a loaded magazine under 
the rear seat on the driver’s 
side and a glass pipe, often 
seen with methamphetamine 
use. Sizemore was taken in-
to custody for his outstand-
ing warrants and  charged 
with No Brake Lights, Fail-
ure to Improper Signal, Op-

erating on Suspended or Re-
voked Operator License, Li-
cense to be in Possession, 
No Registration Plates, Fail-
ure of Non-Owner Operator 
to Maintain Required Insur-
ance, Carrying a Concealed 
Weapon, Trafficking of a 
Controlled Substance, First 
Degree and First Offense, and 
Possession of Drug Parapher-
nalia.

Clarence 

Sizemore

Brake lights lead to drug bust

BY DEAN MANNING
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Just over two months into her 
tenure as Mayor of Corbin, Su-
zie Razmus spoke to a packed 
house at the Southern Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon Tuesday to update the 
members on projects and devel-
opments in the city.

Razmus addressed several 
economic issues. She explained 
that while the coal industry and 
the railroad industry are in de-
cline, locally, the area is seeing 
steady economic growth.

“I really feel like our future is 
bright as far as bringing in new 
business and industry,” Razmus 
said.

While Corbin once looked to 
companies such as CSX, U.S. 
Steel and American Greeting 
Card for jobs, Razmus noted 
companies from Japan, France 
and, most recently England, are 
employing more and more local 
residents.

“We have our own little UN 
going there,” Razmus said. 
Razmus said among the major 
drawing cards are the quality 
of the school system and med-
ical care, along with the natural 
beauty and outdoor activities 
available in the area.

“We have a lot going for us,” 
Razmus said.  In an effort to 
further set Corbin apart to pro-
spective employers, a group of 

business leaders and city com-
missioners is working to cre-
ate potential incentives the city 
may offer to companies seeking 
to locate in Corbin.

Razmus noted that other 
communities offer such incen-
tives and this is an attempt to 
make Corbin competitive.

“We are not going to give 
away the farm,” Razmus said.

One project that is still ongo-
ing is Keeneland’s quarterhorse 
racing track to be located off of 
the Corbin bypass. When asked 
about the status of the project, 
Razmus said she has not heard 
anything new on it.

“I would think that by the fall 
we may hear something,” she 
said. Keeneland purchased the 
property with the goal of open-
ing the facility in 2016.

However, numerous issues, 
including an infestation of an 
endangered species of bat in a 
wooded area of the property has 
delayed construction. The rac-
ing commission has taken no 
action of the application for the 
racing license.

Vince Gabbert, vice president 
and chief operating officer of 
Keeneland, said previously that 
once construction begins, the 
plan is to have the facility ready 
and open for business within 
14 months. Crews were active 

Keeneland track addressed 

at Chamber meeting
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Without a freeze in pension 
contribution rates Knox County 
Health Department and 41 other 
county health departments may 
be forced to cut staff or close 
in the next year, and 22 more 
will close in the year following 
that, the Kentucky Health De-
partments Association warns 
according to a report by John 
Cheves in the Lexington Herald 
Leader.

Knox and surrounding coun-
ties of Owsley, Jackson, Laurel, 
Clay and Leslie are in the 0-12 
month range and Bell County is 
in the 13-24 month range. Offi-
cials running these departments 
say they need help in order to 
keep serving Kentuckians.

Kentucky health departments 
have 2,474 employees enrolled 
in KRS and need lawmakers 
dedicating one or more new rev-
enue sources to cover pension 
costs for the public institutions. 
If not it’s possible the health de-
partments will be forced into 
slashing their staffs by 35 per-
cent,

Payroll size is what deter-
mines pension contributions, so 
a smaller staff means an agency 
owes less. “Pension relief” bills 
working their way through the 
legislative process would cap at 
49 percent of payroll but that 
means that state taxpayers will 
have to make up an additional 
$121 million in Fiscal Year 2021.

Kentucky faces a total public 
pension shortfall of $37 billion.

PENSION CRISIS


