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In a move aiming to 
help Kentuckians realize 
the dream of earning 
their GED (General Ed-
ucation Diploma), Ken-
tucky Governor Andy 
Beshear 
announced 
Tuesday 
testing fees 
would no 
longer be a 
concern for 
Kentucky 
residents 
seeking their GED.

At a joint confer-
ence with Lt. Governor 
Jacqueline Coleman, 
Beshear announced 
Kentucky Skills U will 
waive testing fees thanks 
to $600,000 in funding 
from the Education and 
Workforce Development 
Cabinet. The cost to take 
all four exams in Ken-
tucky is typically $120.

“This is big, big news 
for us,” said Terry 
Newquist, Knox County 
Skills U Instructor and 
Site Manager. “It’s so 

much of what keeps 
people from getting their 
GED,” she said referring 
to the cost involved.

Even though cost was 
always a deterrent for 
many, “We would work 
to find whatever we 
could, but our funding 

is limited 
too,” said 
Newquist.

Though the 
announce-
ment was 
just made, 
Newquist said 
the funding 

has already been put to 
use in Knox County.

“In Knox County 
alone there are 4,898 
working-age adults 
who do not have a 
high school diploma 
or equivalent,” said 
Newquist. “This ac-
counts for 25.7% of the 
county population. Per-
centage-wise, only Bell 
and Clay Counties have 
a higher population of 
citizens without a high 
school credential.”
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As Kentucky lawmakers tackle sensitive is-
sues such as gun control measures, a movement 
of citizens advocating for resolutions protecting 
their constitutional rights 
by declaring counties as 
Second Amendment Sanc-
tuaries has washed over 
the state. 

In response to efforts by 
a local group, “Knox Coun-
ty 2A Sanctuary” and other citizens voicing 
support for such a resolution, the Knox County 
Fiscal Court will address the matter soon.

According to Knox County Judge-Executive 
Mike Mitchell, at the January 22 regular meet-
ing of the Fiscal Court, a resolution declaring 
Knox County a Second Amendment Sanctuary 
County will be discussed and voted on. “There’s 

no chance of it not passing,” Mitchell said 
Tuesday evening. In comments last week to The 
Mountain Advocate, Mitchell said he and those 
serving on the Fiscal Court support the Second 
Amendment 100% but were taking a careful 
approach to the issue. “We’re not going to rush 

this just because other 
counties have,” he said at 
the time.

Originally a local 
offshoot of the statewide 
Facebook movement 
Kentucky United, but 

now separate group, “Knox County 2A Sanctu-
ary” has been working to rally citizens from the 
area to stand up for Second Amendment rights 
and opposes red flag laws. In a nutshell, the red 
flag laws would allow for individuals to have 
their weapons confiscated if someone reported 

Knox slated to become 
‘sanctuary’ county
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“There’s no chance 
of it not passing.”

—Knox Co. Judge-Executive Mike Mitchell
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A Corbin woman was 
arrested last Wednes-
day on a warrant se-
cured by Corbin Police 
who say she sold crys-
tal methamphetamine 
near Corbin Preschool.

Delores A. Ball, 
61, was arrested on 
charges of first-de-
gree trafficking in a 
controlled substance 
– two or more grams of 
methamphetamine and 

trafficking within 1,000 
feet of a school.

Corporal Steve Meadors 

located Ball at her resi-

dence on Engineer Street 

DELORES BALL

JERRY ‘RABBIT’ COX

Woman charged 
with selling meth 

near school
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A sentencing date has been 
set for a former Knox County 
magistrate who pleaded guilty 
to selling pills while he ran for 
reelection in Spring 2018.

Jerry “Rabbit” Cox, 70 of 
Flat Lick, was the incumbent 
third district magistrate in 
April 2018 when he sold oxy-
codone and hydrocodone pills 
to an informant. Those under-
cover buys lead to a six-count 
indictment in June 2019.

Of the six counts, his plea 
agreement with federal prose-
cutors left him facing charges 
on only two of the counts (five 
and six), which read: “The 
Defendant sold 10 oxycodone 
30 mg. pills to an informant 
on April 17, 2018 from his resi-
dence in Knox County, Ken-
tucky. Oxycodone is a Sched-

ule II controlled substance,” 
and “On April 26, 2018, 
the Defendant sold 38 pills 
containing hydrocodone to an 
informant from his business 
in Knox County, Kentucky. 
Hydrocodone is a Schedule II 
controlled substance.”

“I sold pills,” Cox is quoted 
as saying to U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Hanly A. Ingram in a 
story from the Lexington Her-
ald-Leader.

Cox was originally scheduled 
for sentencing on Tuesday, 
January 28, but his attorney 

filed a motion to reschedule 
his sentencing. The reason 
for the motion was listed, “As 
grounds for this motion, coun-
sel states that Mr. Cox has 
provided him with business 
records and other financial re-
cords that contain information 
that must be entered in the 
forms provided by the United 
States Probation office to pre-
pare his Presentence Investi-
gation Report. The additional 
time requested is necessary to 
allow counsel and Mr. Cox to 
complete that task and pro-
vide the completed forms to 
the United States Probation 
office.”

The motion was approved 
by U.S. District Judge Claria 
Horn Boom, and a new sen-
tencing date was scheduled for 
10 a.m. Tuesday, March 3 at 
the U.S. Courthouse in Lon-
don, Ky.

Cox sentencing date set


