
By JAY COMPTON
GM / Editor

Friday, September 
10th will be Coach Ken-
ny Roark Day in the 
city of Middlesboro.

The city is honoring 
the late coach, who led 
the Yellow Jackets to 
the 1998 Class A State 
Championship. A sign 
will be unveiled Friday 
at 5:30 p.m. at the in-
tersection of Lothbury 
Ave. and 16th Street 
designating Coach 
Kenny Roark Way.

Before becoming a 
coach, Roark was a 
stand-out athlete at 
MHS. He played bas-
ketball and baseball 
but really excelled on 

the football field as a 
center and nose guard 
for Coach Tom Staple-
ton’s teams that went 
to the Class AA state 
championship game in 
1974 and 1975. Roark 
set a state record with 
21 solo tackles in the 
‘74 championship 
game.
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The City of Pineville and Main Street Pineville celebrated Labor Day weekend with a new tradition this 
year — a Sunday night fireworks display. Low hanging clouds made the fireworks a bit hard to see at 
times, but it created an excellent photo opportunity for one area’s favorite photographer’s Ray Welch.
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Free Drive-Thru COVID-19 Testing
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Gravity Diagnostics has opening a free COVID-19 drive-thru testing site in Pineville, per the 
Governor’s request. “The Bell County area has been hit particularly hard by COVID, so we are 
responding and are here to help mitigate the spread,” said Gravity Sr. Business Development 
Manager Jennifer Duncan.
The drive-thru opened Wednesday, September 8th, and will continue on a Tuesday-Saturday 
schedule with operating hours from 7 a.m.-12 p.m. The location is 302 S. Walnut St., Pineville, 
KY 40977. Results are available within 24 hours.

Officials at Southeast Kentucky Community 
and Technical College confirm that they have 
gained approval for a new degree program: an 

associate in applied science in paramedic tech-

nology. 

“We are excited that we have cleared the final 
hurdle,” said Southeast President Vic Adams. 

College personnel presented a proposal to 

the Kentucky Community and Technical Col-

lege System’s Board of Regents last March, and 

the proposed addition was approved. Next they 

initiated the formal approval process through 

the College’s accrediting agency, the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools Commis-

sion on Colleges (SACSCOC). Now that this 

process is complete, the College has been able 

to formalize its schedule.

In addition to the new degree program, 

Southeast offers courses towards certificates in 
Emergency Management Services (EMS). Stu-

dents must be EMT certified prior to entering 
program coursework.   
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Jeanine Fuller Music Page performs during last week’s free concert at the Middlesboro Levitt AMP 
stage. Thursday Sammy Rae & The Friends headline with Dirty Doug & Jonny opening at 6:30 p.m.


