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Response to Rumor 
Pertaining to Face 

Coverings

Jerry Sparks
Co-Editor/Senior Reporter

According to information supplied by the Jack-
son County Circuit Court Clerk, City of McKee 
Police Officer JR Weaver responded to the scene 
of an active domestic altercation along Hwy 290 
just outside McKee, KY at the end of last week. 
The two individuals involved in the altercation 
were William Zachary “Tyler” Gay, 28 and Victo-
ria Gay, 25 both of McKee, KY

The uniform citation states that Officer Weaver 
arrived at the scene around 11:00 PM. When he 

See ‘VIOLENCE’ Page 3

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Domestic Violence Lands Both 
Husband and Wife in Jail

Jackson County Board of
Education/Central Office

There has been a rumor in our community that 
the reason the Jackson County Board of Educa-
tion voted to implement the wearing of face cov-
erings while in school facilities was connected to 
our District’s eligibility to receive Federal ESSER 
monies.  This rumor is false.  There is no masking 
requirement connected to our District’s eligibility 
to receive the Federal ESSER monies.  Our board 
members did what they felt was right and voted 
in the best interest of the health and safety of the 
students, staff and community.  We understand 
that not everyone agrees with this decision, but 

See ‘MASK’ Page 10

Jackson County Middle 
School Renovation 

Project Update
Jerry Sparks

Co-Editor/Senior Reporter

Earlier in June 2021 the Jackson County Middle 
School was recommended to receive $10,853,035 
for renovation by the Kentucky School Facilities 
Construction Commission. The JCMS propos-
al was part of a larger package announced by 
Governor Andy Beshear. Each school district 
in Kentucky must maintain a standing facilities 
plan. Those plans are prioritized at the state level 
by the School Facilities Commission. If one of 
the chosen school districts does not accept the 
allocated funding, the funds will be applied to the 
next project on the state’s priority list.

The Kentucky School Facilities Construction 
Commission voted last Wednesday to recommend 
funding for projects in the following districts: 
Hart, Martin, Floyd, Boyd, Bellevue, Mayfield, 
Jackson, Grant, Breckinridge, Bath, Cumberland, 
Pendleton and Carter.

Altogether Gov. Beshear announced that $127 
million is headed to local school districts to fund 

See ‘RENOVATION’ Page 10

Car with Children Onboard Flips 
Over and Lands Near Creek

Jerry Sparks
Co-Editor/Senior Reporter

A very scary situation transpired last 
Friday around 8:10 am. Lydia Rad-
ford, 26, of Annville, Ky was driving 
a 2013 Hyundai Elantra proceeding 
south of Hwy 3444 near Annville, KY. 
Radford told Sheriff Hays that her 
vehicle veered to the right as she was 
approaching a narrow bridge. The 
accident report filed by Sheriff Hays 
states that “sun glare could have been 
a possible factor or she could have 
had some unidentified mechanical 
difficulty with the vehicle. Radford’s 
vehicle struck the right bridge rail 
then crossed Hwy 3444 and struck the 
northbound bridge rail. The vehicle 
went through the rail and over the 
bridge flipping over and landing at the 
edge of the creek on its top.

The occupants of the vehicle also in-
cluded two children: Caroline Radford 
(11 months old) and Cooper Radford 
(2 years old). Luckily none of the 

See ‘WRECK’ Page 3 Gov. Beshear 
Authorizes COVID-19 
Vaccination Boosters 

for All Kentucky Adults
Jerry Sparks

Co-Editor/Senior Reporter

Gov. Andy Beshear has signed an executive 
order that qualifies every person 18 years old or 
older and living or working in the commonwealth 
to get a COVID-19 vaccination booster six months 
after their second dose of the Moderna or Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccines, or two months after a sin-
gle-dose Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.

The Governor said Kentucky was seeing de-
clines in COVID-19 case numbers and the test 
positivity rate for many weeks, but recently those 
numbers have begun to plateau or even slightly 
increase.

“We are moving into the amazing holiday 
See ‘BOOSTER’ Page 3

Local Circuit Court Clerk Doris Ward 
Participates in Fall College in Louisville

Dorris Ward

Jackson County Circuit Court Clerk, Doris 
Ward, recently participated in sessions on court 
records, technology and best practices 
at the Circuit Court Clerks Fall College 
in Louisville. The clerks generally meet 
for educational programs twice a year, 
once in the spring and again in the fall. 
They were able to have both colleges 
this year after COVID-19 prevented 
them from gathering in person in 
2020.

“While we’re certainly not out of the 
woods with the pandemic, having both 
the spring and fall colleges was a bit of normality 
for the circuit clerks,” said Bell County Circuit 

Court Clerk Colby Slusher, who is president of 
the Kentucky Association of Circuit Court Clerks. 
“We look forward to meeting often to stay on top 
of issues that matter for our offices and the people 

we serve. For our colleagues who 
couldn’t make it in person, the re-
mote meeting technology we adopted 
during the pandemic came in handy 
for them to participate virtually.”

As a result of the pandemic, the 
Judicial Branch is receiving funds 
from the Federal American Rescue 
Plan to upgrade Kentucky’s court 
technology. At the college, the circuit 
clerks learned more about plans for 

the $14.7 
million the 

Jerry Sparks
Co-Editor/Senior Reporter

See ‘CLERK’ Page 11

A scary situation when Lydia Radford’s vehicle veered 
into a bridge and flipped over near a creek with two 
young children inside


