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New Surgery Center Coming Soon

Two skulls, six
missing person
cases in county

Authorities waiting for 
answers from anthropologist
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Two former Clay Co. High School students

named Valedictorian’s of their class
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KYTC correcting curve at old post office

Top Honors

GRACE MORRIS, daughter of JENNIFER and BRUCE 

MORRIS, was named Valedictorian at the University of 
Pikeville.

Two former Clay County High School 
students were named Valedictorian’s at their 
schools.

Grace Morris, daughter of Bruce and Jenni-
fer Morris, and Alexandra Roberts, daughter 
of Hon. Judge Allen and Marguerite Roberts, 
achieved the academic honors recently.

Morris received her Bachelor of Science 
Biology degree at the University of Pikeville.  

Roberts graduated from Belmont University 
with a degree in law.

Morris also played golf for UPIKE and main-
tained a 4.0 GPA.

Parents of both young ladies said they were 
extremely proud of their accomplishments.

“She (Grace) is a blessing, and we are very 
proud of her,” Jennifer Morris said.

Judge Roberts said he was also a very proud 
of his daughter’s accomplishments.

“I thank God for allowing me to be her dad,” 
he said.

ALEXANDRA ROBERTS, daughter of MARQUERITE and 
ALLEN ROBERTS, was named Valedictorian at Belmont 
University.

It’s been over a month since two skulls were found in 
the Red Bird area and law enforcement and the county 
coroner’s office are still awaiting answers to see if they are 
linked to six missing persons cases.

Both of the skulls were sent to a forensic anthropologist 
in Knoxville, TN. for identification, according to coroner 
Jarrod Becknell.

At this time, no results for either skull have been 
returned and it may be several more weeks before they 
receive any answers.

The Kentucky State Police and the Clay County Sher-
iff’s Department are continuing their investigations and 
following up on leads.

“We’re continuing to work these cases,” sheriff Patrick 
Robinson said.  “Each lead/tip we get we follow up on.  
We are leaving no stone unturned.”

The sheriff could not give any details on the leads due to 
the pending investigations.

Since 2016, six people in Clay County and in the Red 
Bird area have been reported missing and never found.  

On March 27, 2016, Angela Smith, 30, a resident of 
Little Creek, was reported missing and last seen on Easter 
at her home.  

A few months later Cecil Burkhart, 30, was reported 
missing from the Teges Creek area at Oneida.  Like Smith, 

An arson investigation is underway following a fire at a former store location on Sexton’s Creek Sunday.  
The Burning Springs Fire Department responded to the blaze.  Photo courtesy of Randy Jarvis
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The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) advises motorists that a 
road closure on KY 66 in Clay County at mile points 32.85 – 32.95 (Onei-
da) will begin Thursday, May 6, and is expected to reopen on Tuesday, 
June 1.

The road closure is necessary due to the realignment and road construc-
tion of KY 66. Traffic will need to use the signed detour through KY 3135 
(College Street), KY 3137, and KY 3136. The speed will be reduced to 20 
mph through the detour.

Road closed in Oneida

HAIDEN BOWLING and ADYSON HOOKER, of the Tiger Troupe, performed their award-winning play “Good 
Morning, Miriam” over the weekend at Clay County High School.

Tiger Troupe, Jr. to perform 
“The Little Mermaid (More or Less)”

The Clay County Middle School Tiger Troupe, Jr. will be performing “The Little 
Mermaid (More or Less) May 6-8 beginning at 7 p.m. each night.  Doors open at 
6:15 p.m. and tickets are $8 each.


