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See PREVENTION, A5

BY SAMANTHA WALDEN
swalden@mountainadvocate.com

While the pinwheels are a 
sign that Spring is officially 
here, there is actually a much 
deeper meaning behind them.

Kids and parents all around 
the Courthouse steps took off, 
sprinting their way around the 
Court Square. With wind blow-
ing and pinwheels spinning, 
they planted pinwheels in hon-
or of Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. 

“Child abuse and neglect can 
be reduced by each family - by 
ensuring they have the sup-
port to raise their children in a 
healthy environment,” Mayor 
David Thompson of Barbourvi-

Pinwheels Spinning 

Above, Judge-Executive MIke Mitchell and May-

or David Thompson sign a proclamation for Child 

Abuse Prevention Month, while other officials 
look on. At left, a girl plants a pinwheel in honor of 

the proclamation. Photos by Samantha Walden

Child Abuse Prevention 
Month Proclaimed

See COUNCIL, A5

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
editor@mountainadvocate.com

The water park in Barbourvi-
lle has really got people talking.

A promise to ‘leave no ques-
tion unanswered’ was kept 
by Mayor David Thompson 
and Barbourville City Council 
Members during an extended 
council meeting on Thursday 
night that laid out different op-
tions for the fate of the city’s 
water park.

“Right now, we are testing 
the water in every direction,” 
said Thompson. 

He outlined the following 
options: 

1. Reopen the park next sum-
mer, after having met state re-
quirements and necessary re-
pairs for about $40-50K.

2. Remodel it entirely for 
between $1.2-1.5M, meaning 
loan payment of around $9K a 
month. 

3. Keep the yellow slide and 
replace everything else with 
a new water park attraction, 
for between $3-5M, meaning 

Above, Gray resident Sophia Foister speaks passionately to city council members, pictured at left, while Charles 

Frazier looks on.  Photos by Samantha Walden

Council Addresses Water Park Concerns

Timothy J. 
Hollin

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
editor@mountainadvocate.com

A Knox County man was arrested on 
Thursday, April 4, for allegedly punching 
his mother in the face. 

Around 4:30 p.m., Laurel County Sher-
iff’s Sgt. Greg Poynter was dispatched to a 
business parking lot approximately 5 miles 
south of London, for what was deemed a 

domestic violence complaint. 
While at the scene, Sgt. Poynter learned 

that Timothy J. Hollin, 18, of Gray, had al-
legedly become angry with his mother and 
reportedly punched her in the face as they 
were driving down the roadway. 

He was charged with  assault – 4th  de-
gree – domestic violence and was lodged 
in the Laurel County detention center.

Man Accused of Punching Mother’s Face

Dallas  
Lawson

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
editor@mountainadvocate.com

A Knox County man was ar-
rested for criminal abuse and 
assault around 11 a.m. on Sun-
day, according to an arrest ci-
tation from Kentucky State Po-
lice.

Reportedly, around 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dallas Lawson, 
27, of Corbin, got into a phys-
ical altercation with a woman, 
and during that time, he used 
a broom and struck her several 

times.
It was also re-

ported that, 
during the alter-
cation, Lawson 
struck a juvenile 
who was present. 
The juvenile was 
under 12 years of 

age.
Lawson was arrested and 

lodged in the Knox County De-
tention Center and held on a 
$5,500 cash bond.

Corbin Man Allegedly 
Assaults Woman, Child

See DELAYED, A5

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
editor@mountainadvocate.com

The case against Phillip Lee Lewis 
has been postponed. Lewis, who is 
accused of fatally shooting an eye-
witness during an alleged attempted 
robbery will remain in custody until 
later this year, as police analyze evi-
dence in the case.

Lewis appeared in Knox Circuit 
Court for a pretrial conference on 
Friday, where Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jackie Steele notified the 
court that they were still in the pro-
cess of gathering additional evi-
dence. Evidence will be sent to Ken-
tucky State Police Crime Lab for ex-

amination.
On January 16, a 

gunman entered the 
A&B Quick in Gray, 
where he raised a gun 
and pointed it at the 
store clerk in an at-
tempt to rob the store.

Reportedly, Gary 
Medlin, who was inside the store, 
attempted to run when the gun-
man shot Medlin several times. 
The shooter then ran away from the 
scene on foot.

Medlin was pronounced dead at 

Murder Case Delayed 
More Online

Jailhouse 
interview 

with alleged 
murderer 

Phillip L. Lewis

Video coverage at 
mountainadvocate.com

Phillip Lee 
Lewis

BY BROOKE COLE STANSBURY
editor@mountainadvocate.com

You know what they say 
about death and taxes, but 
audits can’t be far behind, es-
pecially in a sheriff’s office. 
According to a press release 
from State Auditor Michael 

Harmon’s office, “State law 
requires the auditor to an-
nually audit the accounts of 
each county sheriff.”

It goes on to say, “In com-
pliance with this law, the au-

Everything Adds 
Up for Sheriff 

See AUDIT, A7

MULTIPLE ASSAULT STORIES FILL COURT BRIEFS

EVERYONE LIKES TO WIN!  See Page A2


