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Knox Votes Red
Bevin falls short 
in re-election bid

BY CHARLES MYRICK

Managing Editor

In what was described as a 
smooth election by Knox Coun-
ty Clerk Mike Corey, Knox Coun-
ty voter turnout for Tuesday’s 
General Election was about 32%, 
compared to 40% statewide. The 
moderate turnout was higher 
than expected. 

The total votes cast in Knox 
County was 7,912. Of those, 
3,218 votes were straight-par-
ty Republican, while 683 were 
straight-party Democrat and 23 
straight-party Libertarian.

While he decidely carried Knox 
County, Republican Governor 
Matt Bevin couldn’t hold on to 
win another term. Criticisms of 
teachers and state employees and 
an ongoing pension debacle are 
credited for his downfall. In Knox 
County, Bevin took 5,346 votes 
to Beshear’s 2,658. Libertarian 
John Hicks received 169 votes.

Bevin’s defeat to current Attor-
ney General Andy Beshear is hard-
ly an indictment against the Re-
publican party in Kentucky. Every 
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Knox County Clerk Mike Corey reviews election paperwork, while Sheriff Mike Smith and George Hammons 

looks on in the May 2019 primary election. File PhotoSee RESULTS, A7

BY SAMANTHA WALDEN

Reporter

A Knox County man will spend 10 years in 
federal prison after pleading guilty to organized 
crime. United States District Judge Robert E. 
Wier sentenced Mills for conspiracy to distrib-
ute 50 grams or more of methamphetamine. 

Mills pled guilty in July 2019. According to his 
plea agreement, Mills admitted to conspiring 
with others to distribute methamphetamine in 
Knox County, between December 2017 and Sep-
tember 2018. Mills also admitted, on one occa-
sion, in July 2018, he distributed over 150 grams 
of high-purity methamphetamine. 

Law enforcement used confidential infor-
mants to contact a co-conspirator to place an 
order for methamphetamine in July 2018, and 
Mills, accompanied by another individual, de-
livered what the DEA laboratory has tested 
and confirmed as being 169.3 grams of actual 
methamphetamine to the informant.

Travis Mills and Gretchen Delph have both pled 
guilty to charges connected to the same conspira-
cy. Mills will be sentenced on December 30, and 
Delph will be sentenced on December 9.

The maximum penalty is 10 years in pris-
on, and a fine of up to $10,000,000, as well 
as a term of supervised release of at least five 
years, as well as other court costs.

Knox man gets 
10 years in 

federal prison

BY CHARLES MYRICK

Managing Editor

In seeking to become a 
viable county to draw jobs 
and economic growth, a 
$10,000 Flex-E-Grant has 
been awarded to the Knox 
County Fiscal Court. The 
funding was announced by 
the Center for Rural Devel-
opment through the Appa-
lachian Regional Commis-
sion (ARC).

“This Flex-E-Grant will 
enable us to create local 
and regional partnerships 
to develop a economic 
strategic plan,” said Knox 
County Judge-Executive 
Mike Mitchell.  “The proj-
ect was funded through 
The Center’s Developing 
and Implementing Com-
munity Strategies Program 

in partnership with the De-
partment for Local Govern-
ment and ARC. This is the 
first phase in what we call 
the Knox Ready Project.  
We are creating a plan and 
then we will work the plan 
to create a stronger econo-

my in Knox County and the 
region. We are grateful to 
the Center for Rural Devel-
opment, ARC and DLG for 
their continued support.”

“We are making a differ-
ence in the lives of people 
in Southern and Eastern 

Kentucky by investing in 
their future and econom-
ic development of our re-
gion,” said Lonnie Lawson, 
President and CEO of The 
Center. “Many of our ru-
ral communities and small 
nonprofit organizations 
lack the financial resources 
to move forward on these 
projects without funding 
assistance.”

According to a statement 
from the Center for Ru-
ral Development, the Flex-
E-Grant was one of ma-
ny awarded to counties all 
across eastern Kentucky. 
The grants, while subject to 
approval, require a 20 per-
cent match of total project 
costs, and are to be com-
pleted within a six month 
timeframe.

Grant to help make Knox ‘Ready’

Knox County Courthouse. File Photo

BY SAMANTHA WALDEN

Reporter

Knox County Sheriff’s Deputies Elijah 
Broughton and Bobby Jones received infor-
mation that a mother had left her seven-year-
old daughter with a non-compliant sex offend-
er on Tuesday, October 29. 

Deputies immediately located the juvenile 

Child found with 
sex offender; 

mother arrested
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BY JEFF LEDINGTON

Reporter

Sundy Best was once the hot-
test music act in the state, ris-
ing to fame and playing sold 
out shows across the south. The 
duo’s split was hard to swal-
low for fans, many of whom call 
Knox County home. That’s why 
it was a welcome surprise when 
Kris Bentley, the group’s drum-
mer and co-founder, came to 
play the Grateful Ed’s stage re-
cently.

The venue was packed out for 
the 8 p.m. show. Bentley played 
a wide array of songs from Sun-
dy Best, Elvis, and some origi-
nals few had yet heard. He en-
couraged the audience to let 

loose, inviting some on stage to 
play with him.

Bentley spoke about the artis-
tic freedom he’s enjoyed since 
going solo. “I’m open to playing 
different styles, playing with dif-
ferent people, experimenting,” 
he said. “My creativity seems to 
flow better when I can share my 
gift with others who are shar-
ing theirs.” Bentley believes 
it’s an exciting time for music 
fans in Southeastern Kentucky. 
“There’s talent right in our own 
back yard,” he added.

Bentley first got into music 
through the drums, though he 
displayed his guitar skills on 

Bentley takes stage in Knox

Kris Bentley, co-founder of Sundy Best, took the 

stage at Grateful Ed’s BBQ Saturday evening.
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