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Farmer 

passes

Long-time Berea 
civic and govern-
ment leader Marvin 
Farmer has died. 
For many years he 
contributed a Chris-
tian column to The 

Citizen. He was a 
U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran of World War 
II and had served the 
Berea Community 
in various ways for 
many years. Farmer 
was a Charter 
member of the Berea 
Rotary Club and a 
deacon at Berea Bap-
tist Church. 

A full obituary ap-
pears on page 2.

By Keith Taylor
News Editor

RICHMOND — The 
Madison County Fiscal 
Court voted in favor of a 
tax increase to fund a new 

detention center during a 
special-called meeting Tues-
day at the Madison County 
Courthouse.

Madison County Judge Ex-
ecutive Reagan Taylor, along 
with Magistrates Tom Bot-

kin, John Tudor and Roger 
Barger voted in favor of 
raising the rate 11.4 cents per 
$100 assessed from 8.2 cents 
to 19.6, an increase of nearly 
140 percent. Magistrate Larry 
Combs voted against the 

increase. 
“I pride myself in doing 

what’s right for the people — 
my mom and dad raised me 
that way,” Taylor said. “If

See INCREASE, A12

‘Rescue, restore’

Group, volunteers bring life to abandoned cemeteries
By Keith Taylor

News Editor

Once hidden behind 
tall trees and massive 

brush over growth, a Madison 
County cemetery is getting the 
respect and dignity it deserves 
after years of abandonment.

Located across from the Blue-
grass Army Depot, a five-acre 

parcel of land, known as “Cem-
etery A: Bluegrass Memorial 
Cemetery” is well within view 
on U.S. 421 after volunteers 
began a project to clean up the 
site and bring respect to 901 
people who are buried on the 
property.

Hundreds more were 

See RESTORE, A13

Berea Community Schools to celebrate 50 years
By Teresa Scenters
Citizen Publisher

In the January 25, 1968 edi-
tion The Citizen reported that 
$2,100,000.00 in construction bonds 
for building a community school 
had been sold with an interest rate 
of 5.97 percent. Within 20 months, 
the doors to that new school had 

opened. 
Now, 50 years later, generations 

of Bereans have attended Berea 
Community Schools. It is a mile-
stone that calls for celebration.

That celebration is just what 
Superintendent Diane Hatchett, 
along with several former and 

See CELEBRATE, A14

Online/Donate

Facebook: Friends of the 

Blue Grass Army Depot 

Cemeteries.

Contact: Mark Cox (859) 

302-1571. E-mail: mark-

cox@berearealty.net

‘Past time to act’
Court votes 4-1 in favor 
of tax increase to fund 
new detention center

By Andy McDonald

The Berea City 
Council awarded 
over $15,000 in grants 
Tuesday evening dur-
ing a special called 
meeting. 

Berea Kids Eat 
received $2,000, Berea 
Mural Project received 
$941.13 for materials 
for benches, Room in 
the Inn was granted 
$1,800, while Boone 
Gap Outfitters re-
ceived $775 to pro-
duce signage for local 
outdoor trails and 
attractions. 

Additional recipients 
included Berea Home 
Village, a program 
that assists senior 
citizens to remain in 
their homes, Bereans 
United for Utility and 
Rent Relief (BUURR), 
an organization that 
provides emergency 
payments for families 
in need, and Berea 
Makerspace, a new 
local entity that pro-
vides resources for 
entrepreneurs. At a 
previous meeting, the 
council approved an 
application for TLC 
Animal Refuge for 
$5,000, noting the or-
ganization is working 
to reduce the stray cat 
population in Berea 
through spaying and 

See GRANTS, A12

Council 
awards
$15,000
in grants


