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WENDY CRAIG, attorney for  JASON GIBSON discusses the motion she filed on his behalf to 
have blood test results from a fatal accident that claimed five lives dismissed.  

See  FISCAL A2
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New Audit finds 
court problems

State auditor releases new fiscal court audit
ENTERPRISE NEWS

BY JIM WILSON 
State Auditor Mike Harmon has re-

leased the audit of the financial statement 
of the Clay County Fiscal Court for the fis-

cal year ending June 30, 2018. The major 
finding had to do with late payments for 
the North Manchester Water Associa-

tion (see related article). They were also 
cited for lack of adequate segregation of 
duties over general and occupational tax 
receipts, controls over the purchase order 

system, an acceptance of two bids on one 
project, payroll issues and haul tickets for 
asphalt.

Segregation of duties means several 
employees check various accounting 
functions, such as opening mail, collect-
ing receipts, preparing bank deposits, 
preparing reports and reconciliations. 

Clay County Judge-Executive Johnny 
Johnson responded, “This is due to low 

ENTERPRISE NEWS
BY JIM WILSON 

State Auditor Mike Harmon found two 
items he considered out of compliance at 
the Clay County Detention Center during 
the audit of the Clay County Fiscal Court 
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018.

“The Clay County Jail Commissary 
lacks segregation of duties over receipts, 
disbursements, and the bank recon-

ciliation process… We recommend the 
Clay County Jailer segregate duties over 

receipts, disbursements, and the bank 
reconciliation process. If segregation of 
duties is not possible, the Clay County 
Jailer should continue to implement 
compensating controls by monitoring the 
financial activities of the jail commissary 
and continue to document her review,” 
read the audit.

“This process goes through four em-

ployees now.” Jailer Linda Smallwood 
responded. “I do not have enough staff to 

Jail named twice in court audit

See  JAIL A2

ENTERPRISE NEWS
BY JIM WILSON 

Missed payments by the North Man-

chester Water Association was the 
number one issue found during the audit 
of the Clay County Fiscal Court for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 by State 
Auditor Mike Harmon.

“The Kentucky Infrastructure Authority 
debt payments were not paid as required 
by the debt agreement. The schedule 
requires 12 monthly payments of $12,582 
to be made the first of each month; how-

ever, only seven payments were made 

during the fiscal year. Principal payments 
and interest payments totaling $49,335 
and $14,495 respectively were not made 
for the last five months of the fiscal year.”

“The Clay County Fiscal Court entered 
into the debt with KIA in order to obtain 
funding for waterlines on behalf of North 
Manchester Water Association. The 
fiscal court further entered into a lease 
agreement with North Manchester Water 
Association where they would make lease 

See  NMWA A2

NMWA late payments top issue

ENTERPRISE NEWS
BY JIM WILSON 

Family members of five people killed in a 2015 violent crash on 
the Hal Rogers Parkway watched as Circuit Judge Oscar Gayle 
House ruled that a blood test taken from Jason Gibson after the 
fatal wreck can be used in a trial for Gibson during March Rule Day. 

Gibson is scheduled for a trial April 9.
Gibson, age 42, of Arnett’s Fork Road (Big Creek), was indicted 

by a Clay County Grand Jury for operating a motor vehicle in such 
a way to cause the death of Judy A. Pennington Adams, Tiffany A. 
Williams, Kyson Pennington, Charlene L. Lewis and an unborn 

See  BLOOD A2

JUDGE RULES 

ON BLOOD TEST
Gibson accused in ‘15 fatal parkway crash

ENTERPRISE NEWS
BY JIM WILSON 

Kristen Bailey, the attorney for Gregory Lee Jackson filed two 
motions during March Rule Day Monday before Circuit Judge Oscar 
Gayle House. 

Jackson, age 35, of Burchell Branch Road (Manchester), was 
indicted by a Clay County Grand Jury for entering the residence 
belonging to Leon Jackson with 
the intent to commit a crime 
armed with a deadly weapon, 
shot and killed Leon and Shirley 
Jackson then tampered with the 
evidence and collected spent shell 
casings and removed them from 
the scene. He then allegedly took 
a Mossberg model 460KA .22 
magnum with scope, Rossi 410 
and a FEG mm 1197 9 mm model 
SMC918 on November 25 (2015).

Bailey asked the court to collect 
an alarm panel from the home 

See  JACKSON A3

GREGORY LEE JACKSON watches as 
his attorney speaks in court.

Murder case delayed?

ENTERPRISE NEWS
STAFF REPORT

Mary Amanda Jones, age 35, of Dusty Fork 
Road (Oneida) was arrested after an investiga-

tion of vandalism that occurred in the Davidson 
Cemetery on Highway 1482 at Bullskin.

Police located the car and matched parts from 
the car that were left in the cemetery.  

Through investigation, Deputy Jones was able 
to determine who was driving the car that had 
drove off the highway and struck several head-

stones and destroyed the property, according to 
Clay County Sheriff Patrick Robinson. 

The arrest was made March 3.
MARY AMANDA JONES

Cemetery vandal caught?


