
Vol. 119, Issue 50

P
la

ce
 a

d
d

re
ss

 l
ab

el
 h

er
e

Wednesday, May 20, 2020

Published in
Berea, Kentucky, 

U.S.A.

Deadlines
• Noon, Tuesday  

for news 
submissions, 

announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon, Tuesday  
for all advertising.

Our Staff
Keith Taylor,

Editor/Publisher
Deanna Tyler,

Advertising Director
Tori Wall, 
Circulation 

& Classifieds
Teresa Scenters,

Publisher Emeritus

75¢ Newsstand

Contact Us
• 711 Chestnut 

Street
Suite 2, PO Box 207

Berea, KY 40403
•859 986-0959

bereacitizen
@windstream.net

• www.the
bereacitizen.com

Subscription rates:

Print/Digital: $31.99 yr 
Digital: $19.95 yr.
Print: $26 yr. (county)
$35 (out of county)

The Berea Citizen
Celebrating 120 years: 1899-2020 www.thebereacitizen.com @2020                                                                                                  Subscriber of the week: Kim Claytor                                           

Apartments • Storage Space • Office/Retail Space
www.redcoltproperties.com

Like Us On

(859) 986-0175

208 Pauline Drive, Suite F

Good evening Pirates, Pirate friends and 
families, my name is Zachary Brock and I am 
the secretary for the graduating class of 2020 
at BCHS . First let me begin by  thanking  each 
and every administrator, guardian, and peer 
tutor that got us to where we are today. You 
all chose to do something amazing with your 
time, and that something was to help mold the 
minds of great students, and we are grateful you 
pushed us as hard as you have . 

As I stand before you today, I am but a mere 
fraction of the individuality, confidence, humor, 
talent and community that makes up the whole 
of the senior class. I know I speak for all seniors 
both past and present when I say we all had our 
days where we felt we would never make it this 
far. For many of us, graduation has always been 
the light at the end of our tunnels, and in light 
of recent events, the long awaited resolution was 
postponed. It is thanks to the great faculty and 
staff that you see in this room today that this 
ceremony was made possible and to all of you on 
behalf of the senior class, we thank you.  

With that said, college is just around the cor-
ner. Now is a time for self-reflection before enter-
ing what we all have come to know and love as 
“the real world.” We reflect on the life lessons 
taught, friendships mended, and opportunities 
seized. While high school may officially be over, 
our journey has just begun. Our moment to say 
we made it is now, but with graduation soon un-
der our belts I truly believe we will continue to 
grow and expand our horizons beyond what we 
all thought ever possible for ourselves. 

While our paths may be taking some of us to 
different counties or even different states, the 
one thing that will always tie us together, is the 
fact that we all are and always will  be Berea 
Pirates.

Almost all of us have walked through the el-
ementary halls on the last day of school listening 
to our teachers sing “na na na na, na na na na , 
hey, hey, hey , goodbye.”

We have had our field day of dodgeball tourna-
ments, and in return our fair share of sun burns. 
We have had spirit week flare.. I’m looking at 
you Lucas Hannon. We had Minecraft and 
Terraria...but... at least we didn’t have Myspace. 
No, now we have Snapchat to thank for ridicu-
lous stars drawn over our faces while an angsty 
teenage   song plays in the background. 

We have lived a decade of iconic music, some 
of which we never even knew the lyrics to. 
Music, which for better or for worse has led 
to some pretty embarrassing middle school 
dances. Christian, you know the one. We have 
lived through ridiculous fashion trends which I 
myself am guilty of attempting to pull off. We 
conquered hair phases, puberty, and yes...even 
the dreaded first kiss. We can all agree that from 
transition camp to now… we are all very much 
different people. I have hair , Alex, you finally 
got taller…and we have discovered who we are 
for this chapter of our lives.

We have all witnessed each other’s highs and 
each other’s lows. We have laughed with one 
another, we have cried with one another, and 
we have celebrated with one another. From the 
many times we lounged in Eef’s office, crashed 
in the digital learning center… or took a nap 
in the theatre. We all have had an unforgettable 
experience at Berea Community High School. 

Regardless of your experiences, whatever they 
may be, they have molded you into the person 
you are today. 

So I challenge you graduates, just as Eef Fon-
tanez did at Freshman orientation, look to your 
left, and to your right, and think about your 
favorite memory of the peers sitting next to you. 
It may be two weeks, two years, or even twenty 
years before you see each other again, but we 
have formed a bond that will last a lifetime. 

Our experience behind the walls of BCS may 
have ended in a blink, but we were Pirates yes-
terday, Pirates today, and Pirates forever.
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Members of 
Cleveland Frost Post 
50, The American 
Legion, will place 
flags on the graves 
of Veterans at  the 
Berea Cemetery 
on Thursday at 9 
a.m.  Particpants 
are asked to bring a 
mask and gloves to 
the cemetery.

The post won’t 
host its normal pro-
gram on Memorial 
Day weekend due to  
COVID-19 concerns, 
but remain “strongly 
committed to honor-
ing those who have 
died in service to 
our country.”

By Andy McDonald
For the Citizen

The Berea City Council 
heard the first reading 
of an ordinance to create 
a new entity called the 
Department of Business 
and Tourism Develop-
ment. The measure was 
read for the first time 
Tuesday evening during 
a council teleconference. 

The stated purpose of 
the ordinance is stream-
lining government oper-
ations and coordinating 

business development 
and tourism functions. 
If approved, the mayor 
would be empowered to 
hire a director of busi-
ness and tourism devel-
opment, subject to the 
approval of the Berea 
Tourist and Convention 
Commission. 

Berea City Council-
member Emily LaDou-
ceur expressed concern 
about the proposed 
ordinance, suggesting 

see MERGER, A3

City eyes tourism, business development merger

By Keith Taylor/Citizen Publisher

The City of Berea is moving forward with its Fourth 
of July celebration but some tweaks have been made 
to the yearly event because of COVID-19.

In a release from the City of Berea, the event will fea-
ture fireworks, but “in the interest of public health” 
it will not include vendors, live music or children’s 
activities.

“The fireworks display will take place, as spectators 
must exercise safe social distancing throughout the 
show,” the release said. “The (City of Berea) Parks 
Department is working with our local radio station to 
broadcast the event and provide a live feed.”

July 4 event tweaked

Brief

Trail traffic heavy

Teresa Gowler, left, and her daughter Rebekah Gowler walked the Stephenson Trail Wednes-

day morning. The trails are getting heavy foot traffic amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Walkers, bikers flocked to 
shared-use paths last month
By Keith Taylor/Citizen Publisher

The walking trails have been get-
ting heavy foot traffic during the 
COVD-19 pandemic and citizens 
have been taking advantage of those 
shared use paths.

In April, traffic at the Stevenson 
Trail increased by 82 percent com-
pared to last year’s figures and the 
Short Line Pike connector had the 
best month since opening in 2018 
according to a report by the Berea 
Trail Town Committee.

See TRAILS, A3

Post 50 to place flags 
on graves of Veterans


