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Last week I had the pleasure of signing a proclamation on 
behalf of the Board of Education, our Gear Up program, 
and Berea College’s Partners for Education recognizing  
November 15-19 as Family Engagement Week in the 
county. 

This Thanksgiving season, I am thankful for the entire 
Knox County Public Schools family.  When you hear me 
refer to the KCPS family, know that you are a part of it.  
Family and schools, working together, to engage and  
educate our children with high expectations and a skill 
set for a productive future.   

Every family is different with the number of relatives,  
varying opinions, levels of education, career choices, and 
countless other factors.  The same can be said for the 
KCPS family.  What makes us unique is when we bring all 
of those attributes together, the KCPS family can provide 
a bright future for our children and our community.  It 
takes everyone—families, support staff, instructional staff, 
alumni, and community members to prepare our future 
leaders.  I am thankful for that.  I believe that we are on 
track to not only become a Top 10% district, but an entire 
community that others look at for its success.  

Jeremy Ledford, Superintendent  

Here is a look at upcoming events and academic calendar 
dates in the Knox County Public Schools. 

Stay up to date on all happenings in KCPS  
by visiting 

on your computer, tablet, or mobile device. 
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From the desk of Mr. Keith Broughton, Lay Elementary  

As the Principal of Lay School I am thankful for the patience and 
understanding of my students, staff, and parents.  

We have had to overcome many challenges this year in order to 
have in person instruction everyday. At times we have been short 
handed in several different areas. Myself along with many other 
staff members have had to be cooks, custodians, and also cover 
down for teachers. Everyone has been willing to help no matter 
the situation in order to keep student instruction going daily.  

My staff has been amazing during this time. Their total focus has 
been how can I help. On the front cover of this edition of the 
KCPS Education newsletter is our thankful Turkey. Each feather 
has a statement from our students stating what they are thankful 
for. At Lay Elementary, we are thankful for our students and  
families—Happy Thanksgiving.  

From the desk of Mrs. Emily Haneline, LC Elementary   

As a principal there are so many things I could be thankful for, but 
the very top of the list would have to be the smiles and hugs from 
my students each day.  As little feet step off the bus each morning 
I am reminded of my “why” and I’m truly grateful that I am  
fortunate enough to see those hundreds of happy faces in the 
morning and the hugs at the end of the day.  Coming back to 
Knox County has reminded me of what true community 
means.  The level of support I feel from staff, students, and  
families is humbling and I’m so blessed to work in a place so 
close to my heart.   

From the desk of Mrs. Sabrina King, G.R. Hampton 

This school year I am thankful for my students, teachers, staff, 
parents, and community partners.  It takes all of us to reach 
"Every student, every day". I am also thankful for assemblies, ball 
games, dress up days, parties, collaboration and all the "normal" 
things that Covid took from us.  Lastly, I am thankful to have the 
opportunity to be the leader of such an awesome school.   
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From the desk of Mr. Dewayne Smith, Dewitt Elementary 

To say I’m thankful is an understatement. The Thanksgiving sea-
son is a time of reflection of what we’re grateful for. This school 
year, for me, has brought many instances of appreciation. I’m be-
yond grateful for the opportunity to be principal of Dewitt Elemen-
tary. The families, faculty/staff and community have welcomed me 
with open arms, and truly feel like family. 

Covid has greatly affected our schools, and I’m thankful this year 
we are able to be in person. Our faculty and staff have worked 
hard to create a safe learning environment for our students, and I 
appreciate every effort made by our district to keep our students 
learning at school. 

I’m thankful for our parents/guardians, as they entrust us with 
their children every day. We are blessed with the opportunity to 
see our students grow and learn, and our Dewitt families are an 
important part of that. They are respectful, encouraging and com-
mitted to student success both in and out of the classroom. 

Our faculty and staff are integral to our school, and I’m thankful 
for the commitment they make to our students every day. Our caf-
eteria staff make sure our students are well fed, and our janitors 
keep our school clean and safe. Every classroom I walk into, 
teachers are focused on instruction, and students are actively en-
gaged. They are dedicated to meet every expectation set for 
them, and work hard to encourage our students and help them 
meet their goals.  

I appreciate the opportunity to be a part of Dewitt Elementary, and 
I’m thankful to be in the Lion family! 

From the desk of Mr. Jason Cornett, Flat Lick Elementary 

This Thanksgiving at Flat 
Lick I am, first of all, still so 
grateful that I get to serve 
as the principal in the very 
school I taught in for nine 
years. Also, having all of 
our Wildcat students and 
staff back in the building 

regularly, working together and making progress is so wonder-
ful.  I pray that our time dealing with Covid is nearly over and that 
we can continue to move forward. Our students are succeeding 
and I am forever grateful for such a skilled, hardworking 
staff.  Everyone pitches in and makes great things happen in the 
classroom as well as in our extracurricular activities like  
basketball, dance, cheer, and academic team.  Some of my  
favorite moments at Flat Lick this year have been greeting the 
students and seeing their smiling faces as they arrive in the  
mornings and speaking to them during lunch where the preschool 
students like to make comments about my bald head.   Just know 
that at Flat Lick, we are most of all thankful that you have  
entrusted your most prized possession, your children, to us and 
we will continue to educate and keep them safe to the best of our 
abilities.  Go Wildcats!! #WeAREtheBestFLS  

From the desk of Mr. Ralph Halcomb, Knox Co CTC 

I am so thankful to be the principal at the Knox County Career 
and Technical Center. The staff and myself are working hard each 
day to prepare our students to earn industry certifications and 
take end of program assessments that will lead them to being 
College and Career Ready.  We are preparing to compete in state 
and national competitions with SkillsUSA, HOSA and FBLA.  

I would like to give a shout out to several of our Health Science 
students who competed at the Kentucky Leadership Training  
Institute in the Health Care Issues Exam: 1st place Madison  
Wagers, 2nd place Alexis Mills and 3rd place Haylee Gambrel. 

Also a big congratulations to our Health Science students who 
wrote a grant in the Domino’s Pizza/AdVenture Capital Make  
Every School Meal Count Competition. Their grant was funded for 
$2000 and will allow them to bring their project, Fed Up, to reality. 
Great job Sarah Cole, Maliyah Hobbs, Caitlyn Mills and Alexis 
Moore.  

We are excited for what the future holds as we are beginning a 
huge renovation and expansion of our building which will add 
many new opportunities for our students. We are so thankful for 
our students here at the CTC. We have always known we have 
the best students and soon we will have the best building too! 
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Ready, Set, Elementary Students RUN! 
You may be familiar with cross country teams at the high school 
level, but the students at Lay Elementary are making their mark 
and winning medals as Knox County’s first elementary team.  
Here are some quick facts about this season: 

• The boys team won the Area 8 Championship and the NLHS 
Invitational Elementary School Boys 1st place. 

• They also won 1st place as a team for Elementary Boys at 
Lynn Camp end of season.  

• They took 2nd at the Somerset High School 
Invitational for Elementary boys teams and 
the girls took 2nd place as a team. 

At state the following medaled: 

• Brylee Frederick 30th and Trevor Smith 
34th 

At Nationals the following medaled: 

• Trevor Smith 19th and Hayden Melton 20th 

Even for those that did not medal at state, some of the runners 
placed in the top 25% of their division, each with 250+ runners. 

Congratulations to all team members 
placing at state: 

• Madison Eagle placed 76 out of 261 
• Tucker Eagle 176 out of 290 
• Trevor Smith 34 out of 346 
• Brylee Frederick 30 out of 277 
• Braylen Frederick 84 out of 277 
• Maddy Scalf 167 of 277 
• Landry Payne 181 out of 277 
• Landyn Lefevers 107 out of 346 
• Hayden  Melton 114 out of 346 
• Jeremiah  Smith 135 out of 346 
• Brayden Holt 235 out of 346 
• Cash Smith 91 out of 290 
• Maddon Payne 101 out of 290 
• Evan  Shelton 171 out of 290 
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Students, Start Your Robots! 

It’s a fast-paced, hands-on, learning day at Knox County Middle 
School as elementary and middle school robotics teams from 
across the county come together to prepare for the regional First 
Robotics League competition. 

“We have 3 elementary teams and 3 middle school teams com-
peting at First Lego League this year,” explained gifted and talent-
ed coordinator Jennifer Carey.  “We were not able to have lego 
robotics last year with social distancing and restrictions due to 
COVID-19. So our teams are eager to get this program going 
again.” 

The schools participating, team names, and the number of  
students for this year include: 

• G.R. Hampton, known as the Hampton Bots, has five  
students. 
• Flat Lick Elementary, known as the Flat Lick Bots, has five 
students. 
• Central Elementary, known as the Robo Panthers, has five 
students. 
• Knox County Middle School has three teams,  Los Genios 
with six students, Mind Masters with five students, and Master 
Minds with six students. 
 
Each season the innovation project for robots changes.  For this 
year, the project is based on the transportation of products.   

The task reads, “everyone depends on the transportation of 
goods for their daily needs.  As more demands are placed on the 
transportation systems, we will continue to face challenges unless 
we find new ways, or improve existing ways, to transport products 
from place to place.  How can you improve the transportation of 
products?  Identify a specific problem within this theme that you 
want to solve.  Then, create or improve a piece of equipment, a 
technology, or a method of transportation to solve your specific 
problem.” 

Students are not only presented with a new challenging prompt, 
but they also have new equipment to learn in the process. 

“This year the robot has changed from EV-3 system to spike 
prime. Berea was able to fund our teams with 1 spike prime kit 
per school that provided a coach,” explained Carey.   “With this 
new robot coding system, it has been new to all of our teams. 
Even those who have been experienced in the past.” 
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Jeremy Ledford, Superintendent 
Dr. Tom Ashburn  ●  Carrie Runyon Smith ●  Jimmy Hendrickson  ●  Kevin Hinkle ●  Jim Miles 

Board of Education Members  
200 Daniel Boone Drive  ●  Barbourville, Kentucky 40906  ●  (606)546-3157 

www.knoxkyschools.com 

Like, Follow, and Share Our Social Media  @knoxkyschools 

 
 

Director of Federal Programs 
stacy.imel@knox.kyschools.us  
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