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Ernest Robinson looks over the renovated and nearly complete living room of his Cambridge subdivision house in LaPlace on
Thursday. Floodwater filled the home during Hurricane Isaac a year ago.

Nearly one year after Hurricane Isaac’s rising waters pushed into St. John
the Baptist and flooded neighborhoods, few signs remain of the devastation
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eatplaylive kicks off today
The commissioner of tailgating

shares his tales of the road
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THEN: Flood waters force thousands of LaPlace residents from their homes

NOW: Repairs are complete on about 95 percent of the 7,000 damaged homes

T he water was all the way up to the hood
of their pickup when Ernest Robinson
and his wife, Jeanette, decided it was
time to evacuate their one-story, brick

home in LaPlace’s Cambridge
subdivision. They left in a hurry.

“The only thing we had was our
medicine and the clothes we had
on,” Robinson, 64, recalled of that
afternoon — Aug. 29, 2012, a half-
day after the slow-moving Hur-
ricane Isaac made landfall west
of Grand Isle.

When the Robinsons returned
days later, the water was still 3
feet deep in the home where they’ve lived
for three decades. In a ritual familiar to
many locals, Ernest Robinson spent months
gutting the house, replacing everything
from 4 feet on down. He put in new walls and
floors; replaced the collapsed ceiling in the
bathroom; installed new cabinets; purchased
new furniture and appliances. The roof still
needs work, he said.

“I’ve had to slowly rebuild this whole
house, piece by piece,” Robinson said, stand-
ing in his living room and thumbing through
dozens of photographs that show the home in
successive stages of disrepair and renewal.

The Robinsons are better off than many
of their neighbors: They were among the
roughly 30 percent of LaPlace’s 30,000 or so
residents who had flood insurance. The com-
munity is not in a zone where lenders require
homeowners to carry flood insurance, mean-
ing most choose to forgo it.

Even with a flood-insurance
policy, Robinson said he’s star-
ing at a $55,000 gap between
what the insurance company has
agreed to pay and what fixing his
3,000-square-foot house will cost
him in the end. The Robinsons
have spent about $37,000 of their
own money so far.

“I’m still fighting the insurance
company now for a lot of things

that they were supposed to pay for that they
have not yet paid for,” he said about his pri-
vate insurer, which the Robinsons plan to
drop as soon as they can.

“Even though we’ve been paying insur-
ance on this house for 31 years, we weren’t
compensated for what we needed to put it
back together, and that kind of saddens us,”
he said.

While Hurricane Isaac likely did more
damage to St. John the Baptist Parish than
any storm in history, the scars it left are

BY RICHARD THOMPSON
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A year after Hurricane Isaac’s flood-
waters washed over much of St. John
Parish — and more than four decades
after officials first began exploring
building back levees there — the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers finally ap-
pears ready to settle on a route for a le-
vee to protect the River Parishes from
Lake Pontchartrain’s surge.

This Friday, the corps plans to disclose
which of three potential alignments it
will further review for the west shore
Lake Pontchartrain flood protection
project.

Plans to put levees between LaPlace
and the lake go back more than 40 years.

BY RICHARD THOMPSON
rthompson@theadvocate.com

Corps decision
expected soon
on alignment

of levee

äSee LEVEE, page 4A

TimothyMcConnellcanstill rememberhisfriend
NicholasFeltonboastingthathewould leadthefire-
fighters union some day. And he can still remember
thecompetingpredictionheshotback:Thathe,Mc-
Connell, would lead the whole department as super-
intendent.

They were both first-year recruits at the time, al-
most 30 years ago.

It tooklongerforMcConnell tomakegood;heonly
steppedupto leadtheNewOrleans
Fire Department last month, Irish
features and a pushbroom mus-
tache complementing what now
seems like an inevitability. Felton
won election as head of the New
Orleans Firefighters Association,
Local 632, more than a decade ago.

But if that all sounds apocryphal,
a little toogoodtobetrue, it’sworth

pointing out that both men did agree to the account
—atatimewhentheyseemtoagreeon littleelse,at
least as concerns the Fire Department.

BY ANDREW VANACORE
avanacore@theadvocate.com

Fire chief:
Department
liveswith less

äSee CHIEF, page 7A

Union: Safety an issue

McConnell

Beginning today, we’re making The New Or-
leans Advocate more entertaining and easier to
read.

The first thing we’ve changed is our name as
we continue to build a unique daily newspaper
for New Orleans area readers. Readers have
told us they want a newspaper that is as distinct
as New Orleans, and we’ve responded, adding
to our roster the city’s best-known investigative
reporters — including Pulitzer Prize winners
— and well known names like Steven Forster,
James Gill and Stephanie Grace. This week, Nell
Nolan joins the team. And there is more to come.

We also have a new section, called EatPlay-
Live, designed to help you keep up to date on the
latest trends in health, entertainment, homes
and lifestyles.

On Mondays, EatPlayLive will focus on
healthy living; Thursdays will feature The Advo-
cate’s popular food coverage; Fridays will bring
you the hottest bands and movies; and Saturdays
will be devoted to showing off the homes and
gardens that make New Orleans so unique.

Despite all of these changes, some things will
remain the same: EatPlayLive will include all
of the features that previously appeared in our
pages, from comics and puzzles to TV listings
and your horoscope.

We’ve redesigned our section fronts to make
them bolder and more colorful. And we’ve added
new headline typefaces that should make our
pages easier to read.

We hope you like these changes, and we’re
anxious to hear suggestions.

Reach out to us at (504) 636-7430 or at
theadvocatefeedback@theadvocate.com.

Introducing
TheNewOrleans

Advocate

theadvocatefeedback@theadvocate.com.
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Leonard Fournette can’t quite recall the first time he signed anautograph for someone.
“It must have been when I was a freshman,” he said. “It was alittle kid, maybe a couple of them.“I do know it felt great to have someone look up to you like that.It’s the kind of thing that keeps you going.”And going is something Fournette hasn’t stopped doing.Since he was a freshman at St. Augustine, when he burst on thescene with four straight 200-yard rushing games and drew an of-ficial offer from LSU, Fournette has been in the spotlight.And now, going into his senior season, that spot-light is brighter than ever. Fournette (6-feet-2,230 pounds) is the consensus No. 1 prospect in thenation.

A combination of size, speed and pass-catchingability unmatched in a prep running back sinceAdrian Peterson was tearing things up in Palestine,Texas, a decade ago, Fournette is so gifted thatESPN recruiting analyst Tom Luginbill has said thatFournette would be the No. 1 linebacker prospect ifhe chose to play that position.That makes the autograph Fournette will be put-ting on a National Letter of Intent come Feb. 5,2014, more valuable than a stack of Johnny Manziel photos.An anxious college football nation won’t have to wait that long toknow who it will be. Fournette long ago decided to commit Jan. 18at the Under-Armour All-American game in St. Petersburg, Fla.Fournette has said he can’t foresee moving his personal D-Dayup or back, although his 19th birthday is two days later.Nor can he see changing the list of schools were he willtake official visits: Florida, Alabama, Miami, Michiganand Southern California, plus LSU, which he said hefeels he knows enough about already. That hasn’tstopp d th

BY TED LEWIS
tlewis@theadvocate.com

focused
on footballLeonard Fournette, the nation’s top-ranked high schoolplayer, is eager to turn attention away from collegerecruiting and to his senior season at St.Augustine

“My focus is for
us to win the state

championship, and if
I’m going to lead my
team by example, this
is one way to do it.”
LEONARD FOURNETTE

Saints first teams’
play ‘encouraging’ metrometrometro
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WYES cuts jobs amid falling rev
enues

their jobs were given two weeks’

notice, severance pay and will

be paid for any unused vacation,

Pizzato said. It was not required

for the employees to stay and

work the whole two weeks if

they did not want to, he said.

While he could not provide

a breakdown of what depart-

ments the staff let go worked

in, Pizzato said most were in

the office that organized the

auctions. The others were in

production and had roles relat-

ed to the auctions, and a “few”

came from the engineering de-

partment.
“It has not been easy,” Piz-

zato said. “These have all been

really great people.”

The station holds regular

pledge drives to raise money

for the station, but the auc-

tions always brought in the

most money, he said. In recent

years, though, the cost to put on

the events outweighed the ben-

efits as fewer dollars flowed in.

Pizzato said viewers today have

too many options about where

to find items they might want.

While the auctions will no lon-

ger air on Channel 12, Pizzato

said the station is exploring

ways to hold auctions in some

form, though he did not offer

specifics. “It’s not that the auc-

tion will go 100 percent away,”

he said.
Whatever form the auctions

take in the future, Pizzato said

he hopes that the volunteers

who have long donated their

time to the former on-air auc-

tions will continue to do so.

“We still have other opportu-

nities for people to work with

us,” he said. “We hope they’ll

stick with us.”
Pizzato said he doesn’t be-

lieve more layoffs will be need-

ed down the road.
“I am not expecting any more

of this in the future,” he said.

“We’re going to be reallocating

our resources and looking to

Charter
groups
eye other
areas
Operator expanding

Gretna gears up for centennial

Gretna will mark its 100th an-

niversary Tuesday on the steps

of City Hall with an official

proclamation and an actor play-

ing its first mayor, John Ehret,
i l

notes,” he said, surrounded by

tools and fittings in his Lafay-

ette Street shop. “We’ll see ...

I’m sure that some of the people

who show up will be people I’ve

known for a number of years.

Gretna’s a small town, you

know ”

of,” Donewar said. “Over the

last few years, there have been

more people — younger people,

I guess — moving into Gretna,

renovating some of the older

homes, especially in this area.”

Belinda Constant, Gretna’s

new mayor, recalled renovat-

h on Huey P Long

this city in the last eight or nine

years is incredible.”

Events like the weekly farm-

ers market and the art walk

have helped make downtown

relevant beyond its 9-to-5 life

as a government hub.

“We’ve begun to embrace the

great things about our city,”
ll on

If demand continues, the

city’s largest charter school

operator, KIPP New Orleans,

could have 19 schools in Or-

leans and East Baton Rouge

parishes in the next seven

years.
Collegiate Academies,

which now runs three schools,

plans to take over up to seven

Recovery School District

schools in parishes around the

state, starting in 2015.

And Spirit of Excellence

Academy will launch its sec-

ond school in 2014 – but in Ba-

ton Rouge, not New Orleans.

The expansion to Baton

Rouge and other parts of the

state are a sign that there’s not

much more room for charter

organizations to grow in Or-

leans Parish. Most charter

operators in New Orleans

have expanded by taking over

schools directly run by the

RSD or those run by other

organizations that haven’t

turned them around. Now

there are only five directly

run schools left in the RSD’s

portfolio here, and fewer

schools are failing now than in

past years.
“We may see a little bit of

a slowdown, at least in New

Orleans, in terms of a turn-

around pace,” said Michael

Stone, chief external relations

officer for New Schools For

New Orleans, a nonprofit or-

ganization that supports local

BY JESSICA WILLIAMS
The Lens

Operator expanding
to E.Baton Rouge

Advocate staff photo by MATTHEW HINTON

Banners on 4th Street mark the City of Gretna’s 100th anniversary Saturday, Aug. 17, 2013. G
retna’s 100th birthday is this
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Dear J.T. & Dale: I quit my lastjob six years ago. It was aposition with a bu i

How does
a hermit
network?

Dale
&
J.T.

JTANDDALE.COM

JOB TALK Boomer businesses

Copy goes here.

BY MATTHEW HARRIS
mharris@theadvocate.com

LSU
Quinn
commit
story

ä LSU works
against TCU
schemes. 4C
ä Tigers
ranked No. 12
in AP poll. 3C

For the second straight week,the New Orleans Saints’ per-formance in Friday night’s ex-hibition game with the Oakland

BY SHELDON MICKLES
smickles@theadvocate.com

play ‘encouraging’

Peyton frustrated with other aspects of game

Saints at Texas
WHAT: Third preseason game.
WHEN: 3 p.m. Sunday.
WHERE: Reliant Stadium, Houston.TV:WVUE.
RADIO:WDGL-FM, 98.1; WWL-AM, 870;WWL-FM, 105.3.

St. Augustine High School’sLeonard Fournette runs duringpractice in Pontch t i

play ‘encouraging’

Peyton frustrated with other aspects of game

Third preseason game.

Reliant Stadium, Houston.

WDGL-FM, 98.1; WWL-AM, 870;
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Adley, Campbell enjoy

brief class reunion
A committee meeting at

the State Capitol turned into

a mini-class reunion last

week when Public Service

Commissioner Foster Camp-

bell entered the room.

The committee’s chair-

man, state Sen. Robert Adley

revealed that he and Camp-

bell attended
second grade
together
at Bossier
Elementary
School.

Adley,
R-Benton,
and Camp-
bell share
other links — each ran for

governor and served in the

Legislature. Both still live in

Bossier Parish.
“Foster, Foster,” Adley

said gently when Campbell

skidded off topic during a

hearing on a lawsuit involv-

ing the state’s coast.

Later, the men joked

they’ve been disagreeing

since second grade.

Technology intervenes

during panel meeting
Siri — iPhone’s voice-

activated personal assistant

— chimed in Thursday dur-

ing a legislative committee

meeting at the State Capitol.

State Economic Develop-

ment Secretary Stephen

Moret was taking his second

crack at trying to convince

legislators about the merits

of incentives for South Afri-

can energy giant Sasol Lim-

ited when he accidentally

activated his iPhone.

Siri interrupted him as

Moret explained that he had

developed a better summary

of the incen-

inside politics

Campbell

WYES cuts jobs amid falling rev
enues

Blaming the move on chang-

ing times, WYES-TV has laid

off eight staffers in its produc-

tion, engineering and auction

offices and has ended three on-

air auctions that once pumped

hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars into the nonprofit PBS af-

filiate’s operations.

The layoffs leave about 31

full-time employees on staff,

said Allan Pizzato, the station’s

president and general manager.

The decision to cut the posi-

tions and end the Showboat

Auction, wine auction and art

auction was necessary to line up

costs with expenditures, he said.

“Nobody really wanted to do

this, believe me,” Pizzato said.

The station’s board of direc-

tors made the decision last

Wednesday to proceed with the

layoffs.
The employees who are losing

their jobs were given two weeks’

notice, severance pay and will

be paid for any unused vacation,

Pizzato said. It was not required

for the employees to stay and

work the whole two weeks if

they did not want to, he said.

While he could not provide

a breakdown of what depart-

ments the staff let go worked

in, Pizzato said most were in

the office that organized the

auctions. The others were in

production and had roles relat-

BY DANNY MONTEVERDE
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man, state Sen. Robert Adley

revealed that he and Camp-

other links — each ran for

governor and served in the

Legislature. Both still live in

“Foster, Foster,” Adley

said gently when Campbell

skidded off topic during a

hearing on a lawsuit involv-

Later, the men joked

they’ve been disagreeing

Technology intervenes

during panel meeting
Siri — iPhone’s voice-

activated personal assistant

— chimed in Thursday dur-

ing a legislative committee

meeting at the State Capitol.

State Economic Develop-

ment Secretary Stephen

Moret was taking his second

crack at trying to convince

legislators about the merits

of incentives for South Afri-

can energy giant Sasol Lim-

ited when he accidentally

activated his iPhone.

Siri interrupted him as

Moret explained that he had

developed a better summary

Gretna will mark its 100th an-

niversary Tuesday on the steps

of City Hall with an official

proclamation and an actor play-

ing its first mayor, John Ehret,

Banners on 4th Street mark the City of Gretna’s 100th anniversary Saturday, Aug. 17, 2013. G
retna’s 100th birthday is this

coming Tuesday.

BY CHAD CALDER
ccalder@theadvocate.com
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Foster, my old terrier,
lives under the happy as-
sumption that he’s the
mayor of our neighborhood,
and he loves to walk its side-
walks with me, canvassing
with other dogs, inspecting
local projects, basking in the
admiration of loyal support-
ers he meets along the way.

Like too many politicians,
he’s also something of lech,
intent on ravishing Harper
Lee, a golden retriever
across the street, every time
they see each other.

His leash tangled with
Harper’s last Sunday, and
there was an awkward mo-
ment as I tried to free him
from the object of his desire,
and perhaps avoid charges
of sexual harassment.

Once I’d unsnagged Fos-
ter and made the required
apologies, I tried to get
him thinking about nobler
things, although changing a
terrier’s mind is a hard job.
He tends to clench an idea
between his teeth and hold it
like a cherished bone — an-
other way, I guess, in which
he seems right at home in
the world of politics.

I directed Foster’s at-
tention toward the newly
landscaped yard that graces
our walking path. This sum-
mer, in a matter of days,
the homeowners had new
sod laid and a dozen trees
planted, the whole scene
falling into place as neatly
as a diorama for a model
train. Foster offered his crit-
ical assessment by trying
to anoint a newly mulched
shrub.

At another house down
the street, the

Summer
days pretty
hard on brain

It’s hard to imagine now, but Joe
Cahn hardly ever attended foot-
ball tailgate parties until he was
48 years old.

The lack of parking around Tulane
Stadium made tailgating difficult for
Tulane and New Orleans Saints games
when Cahn was growing up. The
abundance of bars near Tiger Sta-
dium made tailgating irrelevant when
Cahn was an LSU student in the 1960s.

Since 1996, Cahn has more than
made up for it.

The New Orleans native and one-
time Baton Rouge resident sold his
two businesses, bought a motor home
and wondered if it would be possible
to go to games in every National Foot-
ball League city in a single season. He
discovered that it was, and that being
in the parking lot was at least as much
fun as being in the stadium.

Now, Cahn calls himself the Com-
missioner of Tailgating. He consid-
ered a loftier title, but thought the
better of it.

“Kings can be overthrown, but commission-
ers are for life,” Cahn said. “Once you get a
commissioner in, you can’t get him out.”

Evidently not.
Cahn, 65, has driven about 900,000 miles

to about 900 college and professional games,
an average of three per weekend. He knows
many of the people he’ll see when he arrives.
In Detroit, that means having his Thanksgiv-
ing meal sitting in a hot tub that Lions fans
bring to the parking lot. In New England, it’s
a group of lobster fishermen from Maine.

“Every place is a little bit different, but
they are really all tremendous,” Cahn said.

BY GEORGE MORRIS
gmorris@theadvocate.com

commissioner
of tailgating

“If you walk around, you get to see an incredible amount.
If you’re at LSU in the car parking lot and didn’t walk over
to the RV lot, it’s a whole different world.” — Joe Cahnthe

äSee TAILGATE, 2D
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