From Another Teen
“Hi! I’m 19 years old, and my home state is Louisiana. Currently there are rumours circulating that we will be one of the next states to try to adopt Florida’s controversial “Don’t Say Gay” bill. There have already been multiple instances throughout the years of schools and public libraries in my area pulling and banning books that discuss themes including race and sexuality, among others. My local library’s teen librarians have put in a lot of effort for books with these more “controversial” topics to be more readily accessible and visible, but there is frequent pushback against it, as my area is highly and predominately Republican/Conservative (I believe the current numbers are that 70% of voters consistently vote Republican, with a 3 to 1 ratio of Red vs Blue voters. Sometimes it even feels extremely futile to even show up to vote on important matters, because any real progress gets immediately trampled by those who oppose it.) I would love to have an eBPL card and be able to access books and resources that I wouldn’t otherwise be able to, and to share these resources with my friends and peers who are facing similar challenges and obstacles. Thank you so much in advance, and for all the services you provide :)

