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Municipal officials talk
about the economic
impacts for Lewis
County and the greater
Carthage area.

Inside these pages,
local businesses and
organizations spotlight
what they have to offer.

Read about the
highlights of economic
developments over the

past year.

A special supplement to this week’s edition of the Journal & Republican Wednesday, February 26, 2025
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Stony Creek Country Store is
located in Deer River on State
Route 26, about 21/2 miles
south of Carthage. Our bulk
foods part includes baking sup-
plies, spices, soup mixes, pasta,
candy and snacks, cereal, can-
ning supplies and gift items. We
bake our own bread, pies and
cookies. At the deli, you can or-
der subs and sandwiches, have
party platters made or get cold
cuts for making your own sand-
wiches. We take phone orders
for quick pickup.

Spring opens our soft ice
cream window and brings in
flower and vegetable plants
from local greenhouses. We
carry garden seeds and mulch
hay, too. In the summer, there
are vegetables and fruit from
local sources. Potato and

macaroni salads and cole-
slaw are available then, too.
Fall brings mums, apples from
nearby orchards and apple ci-
der.

Brown eggs and a lot of the
pork products come from our
own farm. We have some cuts
of goat meat and goat feta and
mozzarella cheeses from our
own goats. We sell maple syrup
from our own sugarbush. The
applesauce and soups in the
freezer are homemade here at
the store.

Potpies and frozen meal op-
tions such as lasagna, sweet
& sour chicken, and chicken
broccoli stuffed shells make
meal preparations much eas-
ier. Looking for gifts or hand-
crafts? Come in and check out
our selection of knitted items,
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Stony Creek Country Store carries a variety of products

embroidered and crocheted
things, and candles. We also
carry a variety of essential oils
and DoTerra products.”

Pure honey is available from
local sources.

We do custom baking by
order and can make some glu-
ten- or sugar-free things. There
are a variety of party platters
to choose from such as snack
trays, veggie trays, cheese and
crackers,and regular meat and
cheese trays. We can make rolls
to go with the tray or make a sub
or sandwich tray that’s ready to
serve.

We support a lot of local
businesses here. There is meat
from Red Barn Meats, milk
from Black River Valley Natural,
coffee from Tug Hill Artisans,
dry brine from Miller's Meat

Market, and Croghan bologna
from Croghan Meat Market. We
also carry maple sugar prod-
ucts from Sollyjon’s Maple and
Lyndaker’s Maple Orchard. Fla-
vored maple syrups and maple
hard candy comes from Sterling
Maple.

We accept debit and credit
cards and food stamps. Our
store hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on weekdays and 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday. We are closed
Sunday. Mark your calendar
for our Open House the first
weekend in June. There is a free
lunch and a storewide discount
on your purchases that Friday
and Saturday. You can contact
us at 315-493-0750 if you have
questions or orders. Thank you,
friends and customers, for stop-
pingin to shop at the store!
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Ready to serve you at Stony Creek Country Store are in front,
Ernest Yoder, and standing, from left, Lily Lapp, Savilla Steria,
Carla Newswanger, Gabriella Steria, Larissa Lyndaker and

Gretchen Yoder.

Carthage free library a
community asset for a century

For over 110 years, the Car-
thage Free Library has been
offering valuable services that
go beyond the mere loaning
of books. As the community
grows and evolves, the library’s
Board of Trustees, staff, and the
Friends of the Carthage Free Li-
brary are active to ensure that
the library continues to meet
the patrons’ needs and to of-
fer a variety of programs and
services that are interesting,
relevant, and helpful. No mat-
ter your age, the Carthage Free
Library has something for you.

We have an ever-growing
collection of books for all ages,
DVDs, video games, STEM
kits and games, and maga-
zines available. You can also
checkout audiobooks and eB-
ooks through the Libby app.
Whatever the Carthage branch
does not have, can very likely
be requested from one of the
other 65 libraries within the
North Country Library System
(NCLS). Through the North
Country Library System site
(ncls.org) our patrons have
access to a multitude of differ-
ent services such as the entire
library system catalog, eBooks
and audiobooks via Libby, as
well as online resources such
as Kanopy (streaming movies
and TV), Mometrix (test prepa-
ration), JobNow (job resource
help), and Ancestry (genealogy
searching). The Carthage Free
Library also has public com-
puters and print/copy/fax ser-
vices at minimal cost.

The library runs a variety
of programs for different age
groups throughout the year.
Very popular is the weekly
Storytime for Pre-K, which in-
cludes songs, crafts, games,
snacks, and of course fun
books. Our children’s library is

awonderful place forkids to ex-
plore books, play, color, or just
hang out. We aim to provide a
fun and friendly space that is
warm, inviting, inspiring, and
supports child literacy. Our li-
brary also works closely with
the local Headstart program.
We offer special programs for
elementary age such as LEGO
builds, STEM programs or
crafts; Summer Reading Pro-
gram,; Battle of the Books; and
special themed events dur-
ing Winter and Spring Break.
We also have Teen Nights for
middle and high schoolers.
For adults there is a Book Club,
and one-on-one tech help with
personal devices. We have
monthly Make & Takes, which
are crafts that can be finished
in two hours, for families and
the community. The Commu-
nity Room space can be rent-
ed/used based upon event and
availability (40 max).

Our libraryis one of about 20
that is actively participating in
Senior Planet training, a popu-
lar system that teaches folks
60+ how to navigate modern
technology such as computer
basics, smart phones, IPADs,
Zoom, tele health, Internet

safety, and much more. Classes
and workshops cap at 14 peo-
ple, but lectures are fully open.
Follow our web page, follow us
on Facebook, or call us if you
are interested in Senior Planet
classes. For those interested
in physical health we also of-
fer seated exercise classes for
adults each week called Rock-
in’ Chairs Fitness.

The library tries to offer pro-
grams that are free to patrons.
We rarely charge, but we are
grateful for donations because
they keep us viable. A couple
of times a year we also accept
book donations for our book
sales that benefits the library.
We have an active FRIENDS
group, which helps fundraise
for the library and are always
looking for more friends!

Come visit us at 412 Budd
Street in Carthage; we have a
Church Street parking lot and
are open Monday-Thursday
10:00-7:00, Friday 10:00-4:00,
and Saturday 12:00-4:00. For
questions call us at 315-493-
2620 for find us on the web at
www.carthagefreelibrary.org
and on Faceboook. We are
looking forward to serving you!

A PART OF THE
TWIN VILLAGES
SINCE 1915

412 BUDD STREET
CARTHAGE, NY 13619

PHONE 315-493-2620

FOR ALL YOUR READING, INFORMATION
AND TECHNOLOGY NEEDS
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v CREEK
COUNTRY STORE
Rt 26 Deer River « (315)493-0750

e Seasonal Fresh Produce ¢ Baked Goods ¢ Jams & Jellies
e Breads ° Maple Products * Pies * Cookies * Donuts

* Baking Supples ¢ Bulk Foods * Soft Ice Cream ¢ Meat Platters
» Spices * Deli * Sandwiches * Subs * Coffee * Soda < Party Platters
* Macaroni & Potato Salad - Available Summer Months

Foy Agency celebrating its 75th year

The Foy Agency is a 3rd
generation, family-owned
independent insurance
agency that has been provid-
ing insurance to businesses
and families for 75 years.

The agency was founded
by Francis and Rosemary
Foy upon Francis’s return
home from being a POW in
WWII. Francis and Rose-
mary ran the business out
of their home on Roberts
Road in Deer River for sev-
eral years before purchasing
a small schoolhouse build-
ing on Deer River Road in
1960. Francis’s son and his
wife, Thomas and Sue Foy,
later took over the family
business. The Agency is now
owned and operated by Jef-
frey Foy and Michael Hayes.

There continues to be
three offices located in Lew-
is County.

The Croghan Office is
run by long time employee,
Brenda Nortz.

The Lowville Office is
managed by Kristi Best-
Spencer and they are excit-
ed to bring Ashley Hoch to

their Lowville branch who
will work as a Personal Lines
Customer Service Rep.

The main office in Deer
River has long-time employ-
ees to help manage the Com-
mercial

Lines department and is
led by Maureen Steria as well
as Paige Eves & Jeanna Eve-
rard.

The personal lines de-
partment is led by Shawnna
Brotherton and Erin Gebo,
both who have over 20 years
of insurance experience in
the North Country and spe-
cialize in Personal Lines

Sales and Service. Oth-
er team members include
Brooke Smykla and Rachel
Woodworth,

Personal Lines CSR’s, Jake
Fleury, Sales & Support &
Elisa St. Louis who oversees
administrative assistant du-
ties.

Kyle Gehrke and Rox Hul-
bert continue to be the go-to
Farm and Agriculture Spe-
cialists.

Kyle often wears sev-
eral hats and helps with

Commercial & Personal
Sales as well.

As an Independent insur-
ance firm, the Foy Agency
represents over 25 Regional
and

National Insurance Com-
panies to provide you with
all your business and per-
sonal insurance needs. Foy
Agency’s clients include
businesses from agricultur-
al to manufacturing as well
as restaurant, lodging and
non-for-profit organiza-
tions. They welcome the op-
portunity to work on home
and auto quotes, along with
motorcycle and offroad ve-
hicles.

The Foy Agency welcomes
the chance to provide rec-
ommendations on any of
your various insurance
needs. You may reach us in
Deer River at 315-493-2391,
Croghan at 315-346-6378
and our Lowville office at
315-376-2731.

Foy AGENCY INC.

1950 Celebrating 75 Years In Business

2025

“YOUR INDEPENDENT AGENT”
HOME - AUTO « BUSINESS « FARM

Deer River 315-493-2391 Croghan 315-346-6378
Lowville 315-376-2731

Our Staff Has The Know-How To Help You Solve Your Insurance Needs.
Come To Us For Experienced Advice On Low-Cost Insurance

Foy Agency Inc.
7383 Utica Blvd.
Lowville, NY

Foy Agency Inc.
3997 Deer River Road
Deer River, NY

Foy Agency Inc.
9795 Main Street
Croghan, NY

“Built on integrity, since 1950”
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Lewis County Health System provides access to
vital healthcare services for the north country

Lewis County Health Sys-
tem (LCHS) is a vital anchor
organization to the health and
vitality of Lewis County and
the surrounding communities
it serves. The health system
provides local access to acute
care and diagnostic services,
a 24-hour physician-staffed
emergency department, long-
term care, home health and
hospice, and a variety of spe-
cialty services, including or-
thopedics, surgery, and OB/
GYN care. Community-based
health centers in Beaver Falls,
Copenhagen, Harrisville,
and Lyons Falls and a school-
based health clinic at South
Lewis Central School provide
additional access to primary
care.

The facility continues to in-
vest in the physical plant and
to partner with community
and educational organizations
to ensure residents have local
access to care, recently com-
pleting a $32 million capital
project. The transformational
project included the construc-
tion of a new surgical pavilion
and the modernization of the
medical/surgical and criti-
cal care units. Infrastructure
investment is essential to the
organization’s health, from
recruiting future healthcare
professionals to patient com-
fort, care, and privacy. The Jef-
ferson Community College RN
program and the BOCES LPN
nursing students train in the

revitalized patient care areas,
preparing to care for patients
in the future.

LCHS has over 650 employ-
ees who generate $50 million
in payroll. Our dedicated team
of medical staff, employees,
and volunteers ensures we
can meet our patient’s health-
care needs, whether those
needs involve a surgical pro-
cedure, diagnostic testing, or
a warm blanket and a smile.
Collectively, the team makes
LCHS a leader in healthcare
access in the North Country.
Examples of how we cared for

The surg|cal pavilion. Contributed.

those in our community in
2024 include the delivery of
the following services: 1,853
surgeries, 11,550 emergency
department visits, 64,030
clinic visits, 7,191 home health
and 1,194 hospice visits, 1,028
inpatient admissions, and 82
births.

Lewis County Health Sys-
tem’s Critical Access Hospi-
tal Accreditation from The
Joint Commission and re-ac-
creditation of the Laboratory
from The Joint Commission
recognize the team’s excep-
tional dedication and work

to enhance the community’s
health and deliver the highest
level of care for our patients.
LCHS is the recipient of the
American Heart Association’s
Get With The Guidelines® -
Rural Stroke Gold award for
efforts to optimize stroke care
and eliminate rural health-
care outcome disparities. Our
Rural Healthcare Outcomes
team is committed to improv-
ing the lives of people in Lewis
County who are affected by
stroke, giving them the best

See LCHS (5

Journey Physical

L

‘herapy expanding

evening hours

Come see Journey Physi-
cal Therapy out on the Num-
ber Four Road in Lowville!
Are you looking to have an
appointment later in the day
maybe after work, or school?
Well, you're in luck! Within
the next few months, we are
looking to expand our of-
fered evening hours to meet
the needs of our patients.
Journey also offers one on
one therapy sessions to
make your experience per-
sonalized to you.

This past year Journey
has participated in many
local events within Lewis
County; the fair parade in
July, The Cream Cheese Fes-
tival in September, and even
hosting our very first blood
drive in October. We also
joined Lowville Academy,

and Beaver River Central
School in their Career Days
for middle and high school
students. We can’t wait to
see what this year brings for
us and the community!

If you've been struggling
with new or ongoing symp-
toms that just won'’t go away
no matter what you do, Jour-
ney may be a good fit for you!
We continue to provide care
for a wide variety of patholo-
gies from surgery, sports
injuries, arthritic changes
and even vertigo. Several
insurances don’t require a
script from your doctor to
attend PT. Some limitations
may apply but give us a call
at 315-377-4114 for more in-
formation or to schedule an
appointment with us today.

Staff left to right; Sheila Zehr, accountant, Samantha Brown,
office manager/receptionist, Amber Astafan; DPT, PT, Jenna
Matuszczak; PTA, and Emmalee Ritz; DPT, PT. Not pictured;
Connor Dickinson; PTA, and Eliza Zehr, DPT, PT.

PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC
For a lifetime of movement!

Phone: 315-377-4114
6006 Number Four Road Lowville, NY 13367

LEWIS
N 4 COUNTY

NEW YORK
OFFICE FOR THE AGING

What is NY Gonnects?

NY Connects is a free resouce in Lewis County
where you can get information and assistance in
long term care services and supports, such as:

* In Home Health Care
« Application Assistance
* Home Delivered Meals
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Superior Computers
serving since 1992

Since 1992 Superior Computer
Services, 36880 Old Martin Street
Road, Carthage, has been pro-
viding north country businesses
with top quality IT services.

Superior Computer Services
delivers IT services using a team
approach. Your technology
needs will not be tied to the limi-
tations of a ‘break/fix’ IT person
as often happens with small ser-
vice providers.

For more than decades, Su-
perior Computer Services has
helped manage and support IT
networks for small businesses.
Superior offers its clients a Proac-
tive Service Plan which provides
for a specified number of ser-
vice hours each month to keep

your systems updated and in
top working order. In addition
they provide on-call services for
clients to handle unplanned or
emergency IT situations. Supe-
rior’s customer services staff is
available during normal business
hours, Monday-Friday from 8
a.m.to4 p.m., and for emergency
services by calling 315-493-2906.

Looking to the future, Supe-
rior Computer Services owner
Ann Beutel is seeking the right
entrepreneur to work with her
and to carry on the tradition of
excellence she has provided for
clients. If interested please feel
free to contact the office @ 315-
493-2906.

NY Connects

— A Phone Call

Away for Free, Unbiased
Information & Assistance

The NY Connects program at
Lewis County Office for the Ag-
ing is your trusted place to go
for free, unbiased information
and assistance. NY Connects
can help you or a loved one get
linked with long-term services
and supports which may help
individuals remain in their
home. This programis available
to caregivers and to anybody
else regardless of age or disabil-
ity. NY Connects works to al-
leviate the misconception that
long-term care services and
supports are only delivered in
institutional settings.

Our NY Connects Specialists
also engage in Options Coun-
seling. Options Counseling is
an interactive, person-centered
process whereby individuals
are supported in making in-
formed

long-term support decisions
based on their preferences,
strengths, values, abilities, and
resources. Options Counseling
includes exploring options, as-
sistance in accessing supports
and/or services, and following-
up with the individual which
may result in the development
ofanaction plan.

What areas can we help you

oraloved one with?

*In-Home Care

* Application & Enrollment with
Public Assistance Benefits

e Transportation

*Home Delivered Meals

¢ Respite Care

¢ Early Intervention (children)

* Options Counselingand Support
* Caregiver Supports

*Andmore

We can help link you to long-
term services and supports
regardless of diagnosis, age or
payor source. NY Connects will
coordinate with other agencies
to guide you through eligibil-
ity processes and we'll provide
seamless linkages for any nec-
essary assessment you may
need.

You may contact the NY
Connects program and be con-
nected to one of our NY Con-
nects Specialists by calling the
Lewis County Office for the Ag-
ing at 315-376-5432. Our office
is located at 5274 Outer Stowe
Street in Lowville. You can also
explore long-term services and
supports in your community
by going to the NY Connects
Resource Directory at www.ny-
connects.ny.gov.

“We Service What “They” Sell”

ANN BEUTEL

Your IT Department
36880 OLD MARTIN STREET

CARTHAGE, NY 13619

sSuperior

COMPUTER SERVICES

315-493-2006
superiorcomputer@live.com

Is NY Gonnects for you?

Free information on long term care services

available to people of all ages. Including children,
older adults, persons with disabilities, caregivers,
and helping professionals.

Lewis County Office for the Aging

PO Box 193 - 5274 Outer Stowe St., NY 13367
Phone: 315-376-5432
FAX: 315-376-5105

www.nyconnects.ny.gov

LEWIS COUNTY
(800) 342-9871 or (315) 376-5432

* Transportation

- Respite Care

- Early Intervention (Children)

» Options Counseling and Support
+ And More

NEW YORK

STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

NY Connects

Your Link to Long Term
Services and Supports
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Welcome to the Greater
Carthage Area

Discover why we are...

The Greater Carthage Area has something for everyone. Our events
include our Holiday Parade, Memory Tree Lighting, Winterfest,
Citizen of the Year Celebration, Fireworks Festival, Business
Person of the Year Celebration and Business After Hours at various
locations. Come visit the Farmer’s Market during the summer
months and support our local businesses throughout the year.

We bosk forward te seeing you soon.
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CARTHAGE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | WWW.CARTHAGENY.COM




J&H Farms
proud to serve
the north country

Over the past several years,
J & H Farms LLC has enjoyed
serving the North Country.
Whether it is selling pasture-
raised beef or seasoned fire-
wood, Jeff Foy owner and op-
erator of the farm takes great
pride in providing quality
products.

As fuel prices increased,
many folks turned to firewood
as an effective way to heat
their homes.

With the increase in de-
mand for firewood, Jeff has
added a group of hard working
team members to his crew.

Richard Oakes, Chris
O’Conor, Dylan Smith, and
Travis Foy all work to ensure
that each order is filled and

LCHS

FromQ3

from birth to end of life are not
the only benefits of having a
full-service rural health care
system in Lewis County. The
system creates many econom-
ic opportunities for area busi-
nesses, generates millions in
tax dollars to stimulate the lo-
cal economy, and creates jobs
of all skill and salary levels.
According to an economic
and community benefit report
provided by the Healthcare
Association of New York State
(HANYS), LCHS significantly
contributes to the area’s finan-
cial health with an estimated
impact of over $141 million
through jobs and spending on
goods and services. Employees
use their wages to purchase
goods and services, which cre-
ate income and employment
for other businesses. Employ-
ee dollars earned and visitor
spending stimulate the local
economy, and funds spent to
buy goods and services flow
from the facility to vendors,
businesses, restaurants, and
the community. LCHS further

delivered promptly with cour-
teous service.

Furthermore, J & H Farms
LLC is excited about the addi-
tion of their new farm in Deer
River, New York. With the ad-
dition of this property, they
will continue to grow their
herd, as well as, explore other
ways to utilize the land.

J & H Farms LLC would like
to thank all of their loyal cus-
tomers from Jefferson, Lewis
and St. Lawrence county. Jeff
and his team look forward to
continuing to serve the North
Country.

For all of your firewood and
beef needs call Jeff at 315-771-
8341.

gives back to the community
through donations, sponsor-
ships, staff volunteer efforts,
fundraisers, and health and
wellness initiatives.

Lewis County is a great
place to live and work, and the
health system is proud to be
a partner in the area’s health
and economic stability. Look-
ing ahead, we will continue to
enhance care and services and
strengthen community part-
nerships to expand local access
to care and services appropri-
ate for a rural healthcare sys-
tem. For example, we will wel-
come a full-time podiatrist to
the medical staff and add two
more specialty services later
this year to ensure residents
can obtain needed care with-
out traveling out of the area.

Navigating the ever-evolv-
ing healthcare landscape will
present new challenges and
opportunities. With the contin-
ued support from the commu-
nities we serve, Lewis County
Health System will remain an
anchor organization for care
and economic stability for the
next generation. To learn more
about LCHS services or career
opportunities, visit www.lcgh.
net.
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Beaver Camp is the place

tobef

or generations, Beaver

Camp has been provid-

ing youth with some of

the finest experiences of
summer, and adults many op-
portunities to retreat from life’s
worries on Beaver Lake in the
Adirondacks.

Beaver Camp delivers en-
riching, fun-filled, spiritually-
focused summer camps for
kids, with swimming, boating,
nature instruction and the
ropes course that will get you
climbing! Beaver Camp offers
year-round programming and
facilities for youth and adults,
including winter camps, and
the perfect place to book your
group’sretreat or event.

Wilderness adventure
camps and other specialty
camps for youth are also of-
fered at Beaver Camp.

The camp’s mission is to
provide facilities and pro-
grams, infused with God’s
love, in which people of every
age are invited to establish
and grow in their relationships
with Jesus Christ, through
teaching and positive role
models. Countless people
leave camp each year feeling
refreshed, and energized by a
fresh, life-changing faith deci-
sion.

Beaver Camp is a place to
grow, where positive friend-
ships, and lasting faith deci-
sions are made.

Beaver Camp is the DBA
of Adirondack Mennonite
Camping Association, which
is a group of approximately
198 members, governed by a
Board of Directors.

Upcoming events

The annual Beaver Camp
Auction at the Lewis County
Fairgroundsis June 6-7.

Beaver Camp summer
camps begin this year on July
6 and run for seven weeks.
Prices vary based on camp and
the length of the camp.

Women’s scrapbook and
craft retreats, a women'’s re-
treat, a parenting weekend, a
grandparent and grandchild

Seasoned Firewood Stored Inside
Delivery or Pick Up Available
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camp, winter and fall fam-

ily retreats, and a young adult

We want to hear from you!
If you have any questions

weekend are also offered about Beaver Camp, please

throughout the year.

contact Mike Judd, Director at

Your Health Partner

Country residen
technology, and

Primary Care

Beaver River Health Center
Copenhagen Health Center
Harrisville Health Center

Lewis County Fami
Lewis County Intern

South Lewis Health Center
South Lewis School-Based Health

Support Care &
Quipatient Services
Home Health & Hospice
PT, OT, Speech Therapy
Audiology & Balance Center

ly Practice
al Medicine

B ——
——

Lewis County
Health System

Specialty Services
Lewis County Orthopedics
Lewis County Surgical Associates
Women'’s Health Services
Pain Management
Nuclear Medicine
Infusion Services

Podiatry & Other New
Services Coming in 2025

Residential Health
Care Facility
24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Dementia/Alzheimer Care Unit

315-376-2640 or by emailing
office@beaver.camp . You can
also visit their website at www.
beavercamp.org.

Medical Imaging & Laboratory
Cardiopulmonary, & EKG
Occupational Medicine
Respiratory Care & Sleep Center

PT, OT & Speech Therapy
Individual & Group Activities
End of Life Care

Ph: 315-376-2640

www.beavercamp.org
8884 Buck Point Road, Lowville, NY

A S "Life is Better at Beaver Camp" Learn more about other available services
and career opportunities at www.lcgh.net
£4CE 10 (A - i =
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St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce Embracing a Sustainable Approach to Tourism

As the designated tourism
promotion agency for the Coun-
ty, the St. Lawrence County
Chamber of Commerce com-
prises both a membership ser-
vices team and a dedicated
tourism promotion team. In
2024, the Chamber’s tourism
efforts were led by Tiffani Amo,
Director of Tourism, and Kath-

ryn Puleo, Tourism & Events
Manager. Throughout the year,
tourism promotion efforts were
guided by a commitment to au-
thenticity and sustainability
with a mission to support initia-
tives that would contribute to
making St. Lawrence County a
place where people want to live
which in turn makes it a place

where people want to visit.

Leveraging Grant Funding to
Support Our Programming

In 2024, the tourism team
kicked off two major grant-fund-
ed projects secured through a
New York State Economic De-
velopment Agency (EDA) sub-
award grant, including a sport
tourism initiative and a Cana-

dian Marketing initiative. Ongo-
ing projects funded through the
American

Rescue Plan Act in partner-
ship with the Industrial De-
velopment Agency also moved
forward, including the use of
an online booking platform and
the production and distribu-
tion of rack cards and brochures

throughout New York State
and Canada. Funds leveraged
through these successful grant
applications totals more than
$400,000 over the duration of
the projects.

Sport Tourism Initiative

The EDA-funded sport tour-

See TOURISM (7

Give Try
A Wash in
Croghan a try

2024 was another outstand-

R = T —

Another great year for Good Morning Realty

Try A Wash, 6957 Kirschnerville Road, Croghan, across from the

Croghan Recreation Center.

Try A Wash has been open for 15 years at
6957 Kirschnerville Road, Croghan. The owner

is Joe Briot.

The business provides two-bay, self-ser-
vice at its best. Give it a try and have a good
day. Now accepting credit and debit cards.
“Thank you to all our loyal cus-
tomers. We appreciate your business.”

Joe says,

Logs are unloaded at Farney Lumber Corp.on Brewery Road near
Croghan.

Farney Lumber:
leader of the local
lumber industry

ing year for Good Morning
Realty and for buyers and sell-
ers in Lewis County and sur-
rounding markets. While total
sales in the region decreased
for the second consecutive
year, Good Morning Realty’s
actual number of transactions
increased in 2024, as buyers
and sellers continue to see val-
ue in the services and level of
expertise they find with Good
Morning Realty.

2024 also saw the addition
of Bruce Wakalowski, a NYS
Licensed Real Estate Salesper-
son. Bruce has moved here
from the Montrose, Pennsyl-
vania area where he previ-
ously ran his own landscaping
business and gathered con-
siderable experience in site
development and real estate
investment.

Our satellite office located
at 103 Main St. in Boonville
has been well received, and
we have begun expanding
our regular operating hours
in Boonville to meet demand.
We will continue to be avail-
able seven days per week by
appointment as well.

We understand that buying
or selling a home can be one
of the most stressful transac-
tions in our clients’ lives, so
we work hard to make it as
smooth a process as possible.
This is why we offer free use of
an enclosed trailer to our past
and present customers and

Good Morning Realty in Lowville. Contributed.

clients for local moves. We al-
so provide real estate auction
options, professional photog-
raphy, drone video/photog-
raphy, virtual tours, custom
signage, laser measured floor
plans, custom marketing
pieces and more - all of which
create unparalleled market-
ing resources and exposure for
our clients. This coupled with
unmatched experience and
involvement in the local real
estate industry has kept Good

Morning Realty at the leading
edge of real estate marketing
for nearly three decades.

Our model was proven ef-
fective again in 2024. Carole
Dunbar, Britt Abbey, and Aar-
on Jantzi each finished as Top
10 Producing Agents in terms
of total properties sold in Lew-
is County during the 2024 cal-
endar year, and Carole earned
the Top Producing Agent dis-
tinction once again!

2025 Looking Forward

We look forward to 2025
with great anticipation as
we’ve had a fabulous start. We
believe that buyer interest will
continue to be strong as buy-
ers continue to emphasize
Quality of Life. Good Morning
Realtylooks forward to provid-
ingvalue to our customers and
clients, and we are extremely
appreciative of the continued
repeat business and referrals
that we receive from our past
clients and customers.

Good Morning Realty Staff

Sales Associate
Call 315-777-1557

Bruce Wakalowski

Tyler McDonald

Sales Associate
Call 315-796-1285

Steve Kubinsk

Associate Broker
Call 315-486-0059

Roger Abbey

Associate Broker
Call 315-408-7416

Farney Lumber Corpora-
tion, incorporated by Niles
E. Farney in 1965, buys all
species of hardwood and
softwood logs from local log-
gers year round.

In the third generation of
ownership, the employ 14
people full time who pro-
duce over 3 million feet of
lumber per year.

Farney Lumber Corp.
produces green rough lum-
ber for wholesale and some
retail businesses as well as
bark, chips, and sawdust.

Farney Lumber Corp. is
located at 7194 Brewery Rd.,
Lowville. You may reach
them at 315-346-6013 or
Todd at 315-790-2306.

OPEN 7 Days 2 Week

-TwA Wask

~ Core

MANUFACTURER & WHOLESALER OF FINE
QUALITY HARDWOODS AND SOFTWOODS

e Buying Timber

Delivered or Standing
* Buying All Species

of Hard and Soft Wood
e Wholesale and Some Retailing

7194 Brewery Road Phone (315) 346-6013] |
Fax (315) 346-1859
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South of Croghan

Jennifer Law

Associate Broker
Call 315-778-0768

2025 LOOKING FORWARD
We look forward to 2025 with great anticipation as we've had a fabulous start. We believe that buyer
interest will continue to be strong as buyers continue to emphasize Quality of Life. Good Morning Realty
looks forward to providing value to our customers and clients, and we are extremely appreciative of
the continued repeat business and referrals that we receive from our past clients and customers.

Aaron Jantzi
Salesperson &
Appraiser

Call 315-681-7838

Associate Broker

Owner
Call 315-681-7798

Contact an agent or visit us online to get started today!

2024 was another outstanding year for Good Morning Realty and for buyers and sellers in Lewis County and surrounding markets. While
total sales in the region decreased for the second consecutive year, Good Morning Realty’s actual number of transactions increased in 2024,
as buyers and sellers continue to see value in the services and level of expertise they find with Good Morning Realty.

2024 also saw the addition of Bruce Wakalowski, a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson. Bruce has moved here from the Montrose,
Pennsylvania area where he previously ran his own landscaping business and gathered considerable experience in site development and
real estate investment. Our satellite office located at 103 Main St. in Boonville has been well received, and we have begun expanding our
regular operating hours in Boonville to meet demand. We will continue to be available seven days per week by appointment as well.

We understand that buying or selling a home can be one of the most stressful transactions in our clients’lives, so we work hard to make it
as smooth a process as possible. This is why we offer free use of an enclosed trailer to our past and present customers and clients for local
moves. We also provide real estate auction options, professional photography, drone video/photography, virtual tours, custom signage,
laser measured floor plans, custom marketing pieces and more - all of which create unparalleled marketing
resources and exposure for our clients. This coupled with unmatched experience and involvement in the
local real estate industry has kept Good Morning Realty at the leading edge of real estate marketing for
nearly three decades.

Our model was proven effective again in 2024. Carole Dunbar, Britt Abbey, and Aaron Jantzi each finished
as Top 10 Producing Agents in terms of total properties sold in Lewis County during the 2024 calendar year,
and Carole earned the Top Producing Agent distinction once again!

Carole Dunbar

Britton
Abbey

Broker/Owner
Call 315-783-9773

7556 S. STATE STREET, LOWVILLE, NY 13367
315-376-8688

Britt Abbey, Principal Broke

Roger Abbey, Associate Brol

Steve Kubinski, Associate Broke

Carole Dunbar, Associate Brokel

Jennifer Law, Associate Broker..

Aaron Jantzi, Sales Associate ...

Tyler McDonald, Sales Associat

Bruce Wakalowski, Sales Associ:

www.goodmorningrealty.com
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ism initiative is aimed
at fostering economic
growth and community
development through
strategic planning that will
maximize sport-related
opportunities that utilize
the area’s natural beauty,
recreational assets, and vi-
brant community spirit to
attract visitors and stimu-
late the local economy.
Visit www.visitstlc.com/
sport-tourism/ to learn
more.

Canadian Marketing
Initiative

The EDA-funded Ca-
nadian marketing initia-
tive focuses on attracting
Canadian visitors to the
area year-round through
print and digital market-
ing efforts including the
creation of ‘Weekend
Getaway’ itineraries de-
signed to make it easy for
visitors to plan a trip and
explore all the many and
widespread hidden gems
throughout the county.

Tourism Event Support
& Promotional Highlights

2024 Tourism Dinner

More than 50 industry
partners came together
from all corners of the
county for the Chamber’s
annual tourism dinner.
The event, themed “S.E.E.
the Big Picture, “show-
cased the pivotal role of
tourism in the county with
consideration to Sustain-
ability, Education, and En-
gagement. Keynote

speaker and sport tour-
ism industry expert Grant
MacDonald of Cimarron
Global Solutions shared
initial discoveries, oppor-
tunities, and strategies
from the Chamber’s ongo-
ing sport tourism project.
Two tourism excellence

awards were also pre-
sented, including the 2024
‘Best to

the Guest’ Tourism Ex-
cellence Award to Otto’s
Abode, of Wanakena, for
outstanding customer
service, and the 2024 Best
Destination Marketing
Initiative Award to SLC
Arts for executing an ex-
ceptional marketing cam-
paign for the annual North
Country Arts Festival.

Regional, Statewide,
and International Con-
nectivity

2024 was a year of in-
vesting in local partner-
ships and growing a wider
and stronger tourism net-
work domestically and
internationally. Through
a combined effort of tour-
ism and chamber staff,
team members attended
the New York State Tour-
ism Industry Association
conferences in partner-
ship with I Love New York
and other key tourism
partners throughout New
York State, as well as the
Akwesasne Tourism Sum-
mit and the 1000 Islands
Binational Tourism Sum-
mit to bolster connections
with our tourism coun-
terparts across the border
and throughout the sea-
way region. To support
promotional efforts for
history & culture groups in
preparation of America’s
250th Commemoration,
STLC was also represent-
ed at the New York State
250th Commemoration
Summit.

2024 Bassmaster Elite
Series

The Bassmaster Elite
Series made another stop
in Waddington, hosting
more than 3,400 attend-
ees and receiving a “Peak
Performance’ award from
Bassmaster. Promotional
efforts included a digi-
tal marketing campaign
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throughout New York
State and Canada along
with radio interviews, TV
coverage, and more.

2024 Total Eclipse Pro-
motions

Tourism promotions for
the total eclipse included
printed brochures and a
custom landing page on
the VisitSTLC.com website
showcasing information
on where and how to view
the eclipse, along with
sales and distribution of
viewing glasses, and col-
laboration with town and
city officials, universities,
businesses, and volunteer
organizations to organize
and promote safe viewing
opportunities throughout
the county.

Out-of-County Tourism
Trade Shows

The Chamber provided
support for partners at
trade shows throughout
New York State and sur-
rounding states, includ-
ing organizations like the
Black Lake Chamber of
Commerce, the Town of
Massena, the St. Lawrence
Valley Paddlers, the St.
Lawrence Mountain Bik-
ing Association, and Pots-
dam Pride. The Chamber/
Tourism team also attend-
ed the Ottawa Travel &

Vacation show with
partners from the Sea-
way Visitor at Eisenhower
Lock, the Frederic Rem-
ington Art Museum, and
Fort de la Presentation.

Resident-First Tourism
in 2025

In 2025, sustainable
tourism initiatives will
delve even deeper into a
sentiment of ‘Resident-
First Tourism’ which will
prioritize the needs and
preferences of local com-
munities when it comes to
supporting existing tour-
ism assets as well as when
and how to pursue new
tourism opportunities.

St. Lawrence County

Visitor & Resident Resources

www.VisitSTLC.com

St. Lawrence Seaway + River Valley + Adirondack Foothills

Explore Pore

Weekend Itineraries
Digital & Print Visitor Guides
Monthly Newsletters
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Preparing For 2025

Snow and more snow, and continued cold!
We have been blessed with a real northern win-
ter again! We hope thatit proves to be ablessing
in disguise!

Perhaps less pests for our summer. The cold
and snow have made a major challenge for us,
since we are in the process of erecting a larger
greenhouse structure to replace the multiple
structures we usually work with. The largest
snow for this winter arrived on Thanksgiving
weekend, putting a major hitch in our plans to
get our new greenhouse under cover! We con-
tinue to work at it as time and schedule permit.
In spite of cold fingers and toes, we continue
to make progress and plan to be able to use the
new structure to serve you this spring.

Our plans include continuing to supply you
with Proven Winner Supertunias, a colorful
selection of begonias, geraniums, and many
more annuals to fill your flowerbeds and pots.
We will also carry a wide selection of garden
vegetable plants and herbs for your needs. We
also make a wide selection of hanging baskets
and large pots for you to choose from. Or select
your plants and fill your own pots. If you have a
special pot you’d like filled, bring it over and we
will fill it for you.

Windy Ridges Greenhouse

We look forward to serving you in 2025, at
our greenhouse located just outside of the vil-
lage of Castorland at 9085 Ridge Road. We also
keep a selection of plants on the porch of Nolt’s
Country Store and Stony Creek Store along
SR26 in Deer River.

We plan to be opening the beginning of May
so you can get a special plant for that special
Mother in your life! Thank you for choosing our
plants, from Windy Ridge Acres Greenhouse.

James & Rebecca Good
9085 RIDGE ROAD, CASTORLAND 315

Flower &
Vegetables

Bedding Plants

AP

Online Booking Platform
Seasonal Activities

STLC Business Directory

Tourism Events Calendar

Interactive Trail Finder

Snowshoeing « Cross Country Skiing

Snowmobiling - Mountain Biking « Cycling
Hiking - Horseback Riding - Paddling - ATVs
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HOMES
REALTY

OF NORTHERN NEW YORK

315-377-4147

Amanda Kraeger - 315-804-0654

BRENDA MALONE

Licensed Real Estate Broker/Owner

HOMES REALTY

of Northern New York

Robin Virkler « 315-767-4029 Dan Rivers « 315-222-5362

5411 Shady Ave., Lowville, NY 13367

e Cell: 315-408-1008 . | _ 0
[=) www.homesrealtynny.com R —— - AL,

Courtney Dibble « 315-408-8177 Kerrie Baker « 3154486-4874

Homes Realty of Northern New York would like to take this opportunity to thank our surrounding communities
for your love and support. For those who put their trust in us to sell or purchase a property our gratitude is
beyond words. For those who have encouraged us along the way, stopped in to say hello, and have spoken
kind words about us, that too has not gone unnoticed.

With a team of 16 realtors, we are equipped to help you with any real estate needs. With years of experience, we
are confident in what we do. We believe communication, professionalism, honesty, and listening, is the recipe
for a successful transaction. With gratitude we ended 2024 being ranked #1 in Lewis County for dollar amount
sold. We are a small town company with BIG ideas, and dreams. Repeat business is one of the best compliments
you can give us. We also love working with new clients and building new relationships.

Homes Realty is current in technology that gives your listing the best exposure. If you are considering selling or
buying our office number is 315-377-4147,0r stop in our office at 5411 Shady Ave Lowville, NY 13367 Monday-
Friday from 9-5. Our phones are always forwarded to a professional realtor on week ends and evenings. Visit
our website at http://www.homesrealtynny.com or visit us on facebook at Homes Realty of Northern New York.

i

4190 STATE HIGHWAY 3 STAR LAKE, NY 13690
$2,600,000

Incredible opportunity to own a turnkey, thriving hardware store,

perfectly positioned for success! Family owned and operated for
generations this store boasts a solid financial history, making it a
lucrative investment for the right buyer. The sale consists of 6 parcels
complete with the store, 4 warehouses/storage buildings for inventory
and a furnished 2 bedroom apartment (perfect for living in or great
potential for an air BNB/vacation rental), while also featuring 2 areas
of deeded lake access! Seize your chance to own a well established
hometown hardware store with a loyal customer base and strong
revenue stream, benefit from years of goodwill and the reputation for
quality service. Being sold with all inventory except a small list of things
and personal items. Prime location! Situated in a high traffic area with
excellent visibility, providing consistent foot traffic and accessibility
for local customers and contractors. With ongoing demand for home
improvement and construction supplies there is significant potential
for growth. Expand product lines or services. Detailed financials will be
provided to qualified buyers. Corporation name not being sold. MLS#
$1583911. Presented by Marcie McCrea, 315-405-7613 with Homes
Realty of Northern New York

6494 RAMOS ROAD, LOWVILLE, NY 13367
$279,000

If you are looking for a one of a kind home you'll definitely want to
see this one! With just a bit of modification this property would be a
stunning 1-2, possibly 3 bedroom home. With a stunning open floor
plan that showcases the unique style of the original building this home
could make a stunning showpiece of a home. Zoned residential with a
special use permit for the business, it has been stated that this could
be either a home or a business. Don’t miss out if you want something
unique as your home. MLS#51584613. Presented by Gayla Roggie,
315-377-4147 with Homes Realty of Northern New York

5543 TRINITY AVENUE , LOWVILLE, NY 13367
$199,000

You will not want to miss out on this three-bedroom home conveniently
located in the village of Lowville. The home is within walking distance
of Lowville Academy Central School, the Lewis County Fairgrounds,
downtown restaurants, and a newly built state-of-the-art outdoor track.
This home features a one-stall garage, a very spacious driveway, a patio
with pergola and fire pit, a spacious kitchen, bedrooms with cathedral
ceilings (which provide excellent natural lighting), two full bathrooms
one on the first and second floors, a natural gas fireplace, and a 2nd-
floor laundry area. The downstairs was remodeled approximately three
years ago. The appliances are also approximately three years old as
well. The utilities are affordable due to the natural gas water heater,
furnace, and dryer. If you are looking for a low-maintenance home -
look no further. Don't miss this opportunity - schedule your showing
today. MLS# S1582579. Presented by Daniel Rivers, 315-377-4147
with Homes Realty of Northern New York
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Reflecting On Rellence, Lookmg Toward Growth

By Casandra Buell
Lewis County Director of Lewis County Planning and
Community Development

Lewis County faced significant
challenges this past year, impact-
ing our economy, environment,
and infrastructure. Continued
populationloss, rising operational
costs and slowing sales tax growth
have created economic pressures.
Compounding these difficulties,
two FEMA-declared natural di-
sasters in July and August further
strained our resources and infra-
structure. Despite these obstacles,
Lewis County has identified effi-
ciencies through shared resources
and new initiatives, positioning
us to overcome these challenges
with a multifaceted approach to
economic development.

While we've faced headwinds,
there have been notable achieve-
ments. We've banded together
with municipalities who expe-
rienced significant infrastruc-
ture damages as a result of the
July and August floods. Through
coordinated partnerships with
municipal officials, Highway Su-
perintendents, New York State
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and Emergency Services (NYS
DHSES), New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation (NYS
DOT), and regional engineering
firms, we've been able to imple-
ment short-term solutions while
strategizing for long term solu-
tions. We've provided staff and
financial support to assist each

impacted municipality, through-
out the cumbersome FEMA pro-
cess, resulting in well-tailored
projects that should reap the max-
imum funding opportunities and
resulting in sustainable, resilient
infrastructure replacements.

The devastating floods that oc-
curred in 2024 created significant
obstacles which we continue to
face today. In additional to these
natural disasters, the growing se-
nior population within our chang-
ing demographics is affecting
our workforce availability which
places pressures on our business-
es and requires us to reflect our
service delivery methods. The tax
base continues to shrink and eco-
nomic vitality declines because
we continue to see a decreasing
population. Energy and health-
care costs are rising, pressuring
the limited budgets of both our
businesses and municipalities.
The reduction in sales tax growth
creates additional difficulty for
acquiring necessary resources to
maintain essential community
services.

Despite these challenges, our
team is committed to deploying
a variety of proactive strategies
to bolster our local economy and
provide Lewis County residents
with the resources and services
they depend on. Our first strat-
egy includes an actively pursuing
government efficiency efforts to
support effective fiscal manage-
ment. This includes streamlining

Naturally Lewis is seeking ways to reuse the former Lyons Falls
Elementary.

processes, exploring interdepart-
mental shared services and/or re-
sources, and seeking sustainable
funding opportunities to maxi-
mize the impact of our limited re-
sources. Specific examples of our
focus areas include a comprehen-
sive analysis of County fleet usage
to assess utilization and iden-
tify fleet reduction opportunities
through pooled or shared vehi-
cles; identify procurement savings
through the deployment of strate-
gic contract management efforts
focused on developing a master
list of all contracts and streamlin-
ing Request for Proposal cycles for
all major purchase such as insur-
ance or professional services; and

utilizing our Information Tech-
nology (IT) tools and resources to
gather and asses data that would
identify staff, internal process,
and resource efficiencies.

To meet the challenges of our
aging population and workforce
shortage we have decided to focus
our efforts on initiatives for work-
force development. The initiative
forms alliances with Jefferson
Community College and BOCES
to develop industry-specific train-
ing programs while working to at-
tract young residents and support
retention initiatives for current
employees. We are also examin-
ing data about our aging popula-
tion to make sure they have the

necessary resources and infra-
structure to age safely in place.

We see tourism as a significant
opportunity to boost our local
economy and are working with
partners like Naturally Lewis to
promote our natural assets and
attractions, support local busi-
nesses that cater to tourists, and
develop events that draw visitors
to our region. This year, new state
legislation was enacted allowing
counties to opt into receiving oc-
cupancy taxes from short-term
rentals. Platforms like Airbnb and
Vrbo will now require a county
registration number for listings
and will share data with coun-
ties every 90 days. While Lewis
Countyhashad alocallawin place
to collect bed taxes from short-
term rentals, tracking and en-
forcement have historically been
challenging. This new legislation
is expected to generate approxi-
mately $500,000 in revenue, and
the county is dedicated to creat-
ing a comprehensive plan for how
these funds will be utilized and to
support municipalities with the
addition of regulations in their
land use laws, if warranted.

Lastly, we are and have been
committed to various community
development initiatives to im-
prove the overall quality of life and
attract new residents and busi-
nesses. This includes focusing on
housing initiatives to address the
current shortage and improve the
availability of affordable housing

options. Our housing strategies
include identifying infill opportu-
nities through the redevelopment
of vacant buildings in downtown
areas, supporting various inves-
tors with the redevelopment of
the Glenfield, Lyons Falls, and
West Leyden Elementary Schools,
and developing and implement-
ing various programs aimed to
assist landlords and tenants. We
are also prioritizing infrastructure
improvements, including roads,
complete streets, and water utili-
ties, to support economic growth
and enhance the livability of our
communities. Coordinated proj-
ects include roadway, drainage,
complete streets, and water in-
frastructure improvements in the
Villages of Constableville and Port
Leyden. Planning efforts and the
development of a 5-Year Plan are
underway and are in coordination
with the municipalities and their
engineering teams.

Our future success in address-
ing these challenges depends on
continuous work and partnership
efforts. Partnerships with public
and private sector stakeholders
will focus on developing aresilient
economic framework for Lewis
County. Our strategic priorities
enable us to build a sustainable
budget through efficiency mea-
sures while stimulating workforce
development and supporting
critical infrastructure investments
throughout our communities.

Carthage area looking to finish projects and

By Elaine M. Avallone
eavallone@lowville.com

Changes come slowly but there
has been some progress in the
greater Carthage area.

Town of Wilna supervisor Paul
H. Smith said there are many chal-
lenges but there have been slow
progress made on several proj-
ects.

He said improvements have
been made to infrastructure in
two hamlets utilizing grant fund-
ing. There have been renovations
to theleach field in Herrings toim-
prove the sewer system and to the

water district in Natural Bridge.

“The cost of everything keeps
going up,” Mr. Smith said. “It has
been hard to keep costs down. I
hate to raise prices. We try to keep
itonlevel.”

He noted one cost increase was
the rate DANC charges to dispose
oftrash and recyclables.

Town of Wilna Community
Development Coordinator Sarah
Bullock said the comprehensive
plan has sparked ideas for the fu-
ture.

“The town of Wilna, along with
villages of Carthage and Deferiet,

have been undertaking a review/
update of the Comprehensive
Plan, which will be finalized in
2025,” she said. “This has been a
great opportunity for members
of the public to share their inter-
ests, concerns, ideas and other
thoughts about the future of the
community. Adequate and safe
housing and neighborhoods re-
mains of high interest of residents
according to the survey data.
From an economic perspective,
the number of vacant commer-
cial spaces is of interest. Assist-
ing property owners with grant

funding to make improvements to
commercial buildings and work-
ing toward bringing new business
into the community is a goal. The
village of Deferiet is in the midst of
finalizing the Brownfield Oppor-
tunity Area Nomination Study,
which identifies potential reuses
for the former Deferiet Mill prop-
erty. The formation of the Deferiet
Local Development Corporation
to help the Village and Town with
redevelopment has been a signifi-
cant development for that proj-
ect.”

Town of Champion supervisor

John D. Peck said there were local
developers working on projects in
Great Bend and along Cole Road
which could bring residents to the
community which could be fol-
lowed by more commercial ven-
tures.

“We are seeing some in fill in
vacant areas.” he said. “The new
housing will help share the costs
in the water district and utilize in-
frastructure.”

The planning board is looking
to review zoning, Supervisor Peck
said.

“They are freshening up the

to grow

review process and trying to close
up loop holes,” he said.

During the past year, the popu-
lation has remained steady.

“People are still moving here,”
hesaid. “The townis also stable on
the ag side — no land lost to so-
lar. The board has acute concerns
aboutaglandlost.”

All in all, he concluded “We
are maintaining our population
growth, have a growing tax base
through new housing which will
bring people and that will bring
commercial business.”

[Lewis

The Lewis County Humane
Society shelter is located on the
Pine Grove Road in Glenfield, just
7 miles outside of Lowville, NY.
We are a no-kill shelter that takes
in lost or stray dogs brought in by
Dog Control for 17 townships in
Lewis County, 1 township in Jef-
ferson County, and the Fort Drum
installation. The shelter works
very hard to reunite them with
their families. If the owner is not
found, they are vetted, and made
available for adoption.

The shelter also takes in sur-
rendered animals from private in-
dividuals. These animals are also
vetted and then put up for adop-
tion.

We pride ourselves in help-
ing our local animals, and took in
just 5 non-local puppies this year.
This was because we received a
call from Lewis Countyin the State
of Washington! After discovering
the error, we decided to still dig in
and help! We also took in a couple
local medical transfers, and trans-
ferred out two dogs and four cats
to the JC SPCA due to our con-
struction project.

SUPPORT:

We have strived to keep our
adoption fees low, which we be-
lieve helps us to keep our animal
stays short, and adopt animals out
more quickly. Our work, and ani-
mal shelter operations, rely most-
ly on the generosity of our sup-
porters because shelter expenses
far exceed our revenue.

We want to continue to be the
place people can turn to when
theyneed help with sick or injured
animals, but we can only do that
with your continued support!

If you're wondering how you
can help, here are a few ways:
Adopt, become a member, donate
supplies, volunteer, donate items
for our raffles, or drop off your
returnable bottles & cans. We
are always grateful for monetary
donations, which can be sent sev-
eral ways to include our Facebook

Donate button, PayPal to lewis-
countyhumanesociety@gmail.
com, Venmo to @lewiscounty-
humanesociety, or you can mail
checksto POBox 682, Lowville, NY
13367. Of course, you can always
drop off donations at our shelter.
We are a registered 501(c)3 non-
profit organization.

BOARD & STAFF

We had two board members
resign in 2024, Bre & Kaela Storey,
leaving the secretary position va-
cant. Robin Waite filled the posi-
tionin November.

We had many staff changes
with several employees departing,
toinclude the shelter manager. At
the end of May, Barb Turck was
promoted into the Shelter Man-
ager position. We ended the year
with new employees Josh Rob-
inson and Sage Stoltzfus. Thank
You to the old and Welcome to the
new!

ADOPTABLEPETS

You can find all of our adopt-
able pets on our website at lew-
iscountyhumanesociety.org. All
adoptions include spay/neuter
of pet, testing, vaccinations, flea/
tick/worm meds, and microchip
for dogs. Ourwebsite also has a fee
list, our hours, what to do if you've
lost/found an animal, and lots of
other helpful info.

Here we'd like to highlight
some of our fostered animals
looking for their forever homes:

Zena is a female 6 year old pit.
She was adopted out of the shelter
back in 2020, and found her way
back to us in April 2024 after being
found abandoned at a home. Ze-
nawas ill, and at that point, it was
thought she had Lymphoma. Her
prognosis wasn'’t great, so she was
sent to ahospice fosterin June. Af-
ter months of follow up vet visits,
and her nodes not growing like ex-
pected with her diagnosis, the vet
did a biopsy only to discover Zena
does not have cancer after all! She
was taken off all her medications
and got a clean bill of health. The

Jumbo

bad news is, the foster’s own dog
has started to not get along with
Zena. Zena needs to be in a home
where she is either the only dog
or with a dog that is laid back and
submissive. Zena does fine with
dog-savvy cats. She would do best
in a home with older children as
she can play rough.

Oakley is a 5-6 year old female
German Shepherd. She came to
us 8 months ago when she was
found wandering along Rt 812
between Croghan and Harris-
ville. Oakley has spent the last
few months with a trainer to give
her the best chance at finding an
adoptive home. She will need
someone to go slow with her and
be patient. It takes her a moment
to trust, and we understand that.
Oakley is very smart, indepen-
dent, loyal to her person, crate
trained (loves her crate), and loves
squeaky toys and tennis balls. She
willneed to be an only animal, and
prefers a quiet home with no kids.

Lightning is a blind Australian
Shepherd/Lab mix, 10 month old
male puppy. He has more of the
Australian Shepherd genes than
lab, and is super smart. Even
though he is blind, he is very out-
going and curious. With some
consistent training, Lightning will
make an amazing companion.

Zena

If he goes to a home where there
is another dog, he needs a canine
sibling that understands Light-
ning has no boundaries. Because
he is blind, he is a bit of a bull in a
China shop, and likes to get right
up in another dog’s face to get to
know them, often running into
them. Lightningrides greatin the
car, is potty trained, loves to play,
is a great snuggler, and has a very
gentle demeanor.

Jumbo is a 4 year old male pit.
Once upon a time, Jumbo had a
loving home. Somehow he fell
into the unsafe hands of a per-
son who abandoned him in the
woods, and then he ended up at
the shelter. Imagine how con-
fused Jumbo was about where his
life had led him. Shelter life was
not good for him, as it stressed
him out. Thankfully, he landed
an awesome board and train with
Canine Sports Unlimited, where
he receives the guidance and
structure he needs. If you asked
Jumbo what he prefers, he'd tell
you that he wants to be your one
and only pet, like a king of a castle.
He absolutely loves humans! He
wiggles his cute butt anytime he
meets a new human friend. Jum-
bo is kid friendly, but is a big guy
with lots of muscle, so he can be a
lot of dog for young children. One

of his favorite things to do is train;
learning new things really stimu-
lates his mind! He also likes hik-
ing and taking adventures, which
helps him socialize.

VOLUNTEER/FOSTER

We are so blessed to have some
ofthe amazing volunteers and fos-
ters that we have. We're always
looking for more individuals or
groups who want to lend a help-
ing hand, or those who can foster
animals. We are fostering more
and more animals due to our con-
struction, butalso justbecauseit’s
amuch better climate for the ani-
mals while they await their forever
homes.

GRANTS/MATCHES
CEIVED 2024:

In 2024 we received some
wonderful grants to help with our
capital construction project, to in-
clude: The Pratt-Northam Foun-
dation, $20,000; the Mika Foun-
dation, $16,000; Dorothy Arthur
Fund $6,200; The Community
Foundation of Herkimer & Onei-
da Counties, $10,000 (Double our
December match from Dec 2023);
Lewis County $5,000; Veterinary
Care Foundation $5,000; and as of
December 31st, we have received
$9,500 of the $11,500in pledges for
our Double our December 2024!

PROJECTS/UPGRADES

It's been a busy year with our
capital improvement project con-
struction. Our shelter started in a
garage, and was slowly added on
over many years, with a miniscule
budget. To say we are excited at
the prospect of having a fully re-
modeled and more comfortable
facility for both our animals and
our staff is truly an understate-
ment!

We started construction in
Dec 2023 with a replacement of a
portion of our steel roof. In 2024
much work was done in our at-
tic to house all the new HVAC
equipment. Old insulation was
removed, and new spray foam in-
sulation was installed. New duct

RE-

County humane society saves pets

work is being installed. A new
boiler has also been installed, and
heat lines have been relocated
into the attic space. Phase 1 which
includes the reception area and
first set of cat rooms was demol-
ished and new cats rooms and
temp housing/office were con-
structed. New wall panels, ceil-
ings, doors & windows have been
installed. A new isolation vesti-
bule/storage and new dog food
rooms have also been started.
New electrical circuits, switches,
outlets and lighting are being in-
stalled. And lastly new water lines
were installed from the well to a
new water pressure tank.

We are about to move into
Phase 2, and still have a long way
to go to project completion, butall
good things take time.

We will be taking donations
for our capital project through
the end of construction. We are
tracking all sponsors over $500 to
be displayed on plaques at proj-
ect completion. You may specify
whether you wish to be on the cat
rooms or dog kennels plaque.

Ifyou'd like to read more about
our capital project, please see our
web page at lewiscountyhumane-
society.org.

CHALLENGES

All animal shelters and rescues
are experiencing unprecedented
need right now. Our phones ring
off the hook daily with requests to
surrender animals with reasons
ranging from the owner no lon-
ger being able to afford their pet,
to landlords not allowing them.
Often there are behavioral issues
from lack of socialization, exer-
cise, training, etc.

Many of us are going through
“mandatory” construction so we
will meet new standards that take
effect in December of this year, or
face being closed or fined. This
equates to not being able to help
as many animals, compounding

See HUMANE D3
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Beller’s LLC, a family-owned
business located at 4783 State
Route 410in Castorland, started
in 1979, since then, it has been
expanded from a small, one-
stalled garage to a ONE STOP
SHOP! With our new 2023 ex-
pansion, we are so excited to
have seven bays for mechanical,
with one of those bays dedicat-
ed to just precision alignments,
one-bay Adas alignment, one-
bay collision frame machine
and a seven bay auto collision
shop, plus a state-of-theart
brand new spray booth that was
just put in with our 2023 expan-
sion. Our techs are comfortable
with using our ADAS Alignment
machine. This machine uses
precisely placed targets to align
on board cameras and radars,
on nearly all current and new
model vehicles.

This also has a bay of its own.
We have a Hunter Tire Changer
and a John Bean wheel bal-
ancer, both top of the line. Your
wheel will be in perfect balance
with us! We are also in the busi-
ness of selling quality used cars,
trucks,and SUV’s.

Myron and Mike Beller, pro-
prietors of Bellers LLC have 30
plus years of experience in the
automotive & body repair busi-
ness, along

with their father, Nevin
Beller, having over 45 years in
this business. The Beller broth-
ers are constantly updating
their knowledge in the

technical world of mechan-
ics and body, while also keep-
ing the business updated in the
latest technologies and equip-
ment for the new vehicles.

Beller’s has eight dependable
employees working alongside
Myron and Mike, so we can
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Seller's a one stop shop Tor
all your auto repalr needs

Ready to serve you at Beller’s LLC your one-stop-shop are, from left, Zach Gingerich, Auto Body Technician; Mike Beller, Owner/Auto
Body Technician and Manager; Daryl Halko, Mechanical Technician; Myron Beller, Owner/Mechanical Technician and Manager; Jacob
Zehr, Mechanical Technician; Darin Halko, Auto Body Technician; Michaela Zehr, Office Secretary; Krystal Beller, Office Manager;
Nevin Beller, Founder of Beller’s LLC and Lorraine Beller, Co-Founder of Beller’s LLC. Missing from photo is Patrick Sullivan - Auto

Body Technician

meet all your automotive and
collision needs.

Welike to brag about our em-
ployees and are very proud of
the work they perform. They are
highly experienced mechanical

and collision technicians with a
proven track record of success-
ful maintenance and repair of
automobiles. They are skilled
in troubleshooting, prob-
lem-solving, and delivering

cost-effective solutions for our
customers.

We offer a complete service
center with up to date diagnos-
tics of your on-board computer
system. To say a few, we offer

tune-ups, brake

repair, suspension repair,
precision camera four-wheel
alignments, complete engine
overhauls, Air conditioning
service, and electrical work. For

each season, we can help you
choose the best tires and mount
and balance them at an afford-
able price. We still offer New
York State Inspections along
with checking over your vehicle
so it’s safe to drive. For your
convenience, we stock nearly a
full supply of batteries.

We have a complete collision
automotive body repair shop
with a state-of-the-art paint
baking spray booth with a com-
puterized paint

mixing machine and a frame
machine. Our frame pulling
machine works along with a
chief velocity laser measure
system. For our customers’
convenience, we offer insur-
ance company assistance, and
if you need to rent a car, your
carrental can be picked up right
here at Beller’s

when you drop your vehicle
offfor body repairs.

To go along with our collision
repair shop, we have a flatbed
and wrecker that allows us to
also have a towing service. Give
us a callwhen you have a fender
bender or a major collision, we
can tow you and then will di-
rect you to our certified body
shop manager. He will help you
from start to finish in all your
collision repair needs, starting
with an estimate and insurance
assistance. We will make this
process as easy as we can for
you, and will have your vehicle
looking new again!

We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank our commu-
nity and customers for 45 years
of business. We are grateful for
your business and eagerly an-
ticipate another year of serving

See BELLER'S D3

PREFERRED & SELECTED BY MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES
SCRATCHES | DENTS | MIRRORS | FENDERS | BUMPERS

We Specialize In:

« All makes & models

« State of the art facility & technicians
« Certified color matching

« Computerized frame measuring system

+ Adas alignments

« Work with all insurances

We Offer:

« Estimates

« Rental car option
« Towing available

» Complete collision repair

» Pre & post scans

« Auto glass installation

« New down draft paint booth « Paintless dent removal

www.bellersauto.com

SERVING LEWIS &
JEFFERSON COUNTIES
FOR 46 YEARS

BELLERS L

COUNT ON US FOR FIXING IT RIGHT

Our Services

- Oil changes & lube
« NYS inspections

- Brake service

- Suspension services
« Muffler & exhaust

- Battery services

WHY Choose Us

Quality workmanship

Certified technicians

Superb customer service

Affordable pricing

No surprises - work approved by you
before its performed

ADDED VALUE: ONE STOP SHOP

4783 STATE ROUTE 410, CASTORLAND, NY 13620 | 315-376-2671

Use this flyer to receive

S5 OFF YOUR NEXT
SERVICE

Can not be used for cash,
discount valid until 7/31/24

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY 8:00AM-NOON

Major credit cards excepted

- Tire Services

« 4 wheel alignments

 Engine Repair

- Latest Diagnostic Equipment
- Vehicle electrical repair
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New Life for a Historic Landmark:
Bellers restore Lowville Town Hall
Theater with community-driven vision

In 2024, the Lowville Town
Hall Theater, a beloved his-
toric venue in the heart of
Lowville, New York, found
new stewards in Jonathan
and Taren Beller. Known
for their work at Tug Hill Es-
tate (formerly Tug Hill Vine-
yards), the Bellers have taken
on the task of revitalizing the
theater while preserving its
historical charm.

ARich Legacyin Lowville

The Lowville Town Hall
Theater has long been a cul-
tural staple, hosting films,
performances, and commu-
nity events for generations.
Built as a town hall and op-
era house, the venue evolved
over the years to accommo-
date silent films, concerts,
and live entertainment.

While the theater has re-
tained much of its historic
character, some updates are
needed to modernize the
space while keeping its his-
toric integrity intact. The
Bellers’ goal is to ensure that
the theater remains a vibrant
part of the community for
years to come.

The Bellers’ Vision for
Restoration

Since taking ownership,
Taren Beller has led efforts to

restore and refresh the the-
ater. While specific plans are
still in development, poten-
tial improvements include:

Restoring elements of the
original facade to honor the
building’s history.

Enhancing the seating and
stage area to accommodate
more diverse programming.

Upgrading facilities to im-
prove the experience for pa-
trons.

Additionally, the Bellers
hope to expand the theater’s
event offerings, making it
a versatile space for film
screenings, live performanc-
es, and community gather-
ings.

Tug Hill Estate: A Com-
munity-Focused Approach

The Bellers are no strang-
ers to preserving and en-
hancing local landmarks. As
the owners of Tug Hill Estate,
awinery and event venue just
outside of Lowville, they have
built a reputation for hospi-
tality, craftsmanship, and
community engagement.

Their experience in host-
ing events, curating expe-
riences, and fostering lo-
cal partnerships will play a
significant role in their ap-
proach to the Lowville Town

Hall Theater. While details
about potential collabora-
tions between the theater
and Tug Hill Estate are still
unfolding, the Bellers’ com-
mitment to bringing people
together remains a priority.

A Community Effort

The Bellers recognize that
the success of the theater’s
revitalization depends on
community support and en-
gagement. By working with
local businesses, artists, and
historical organizations,
they aim to preserve the the-
ater’s legacy while making it
amodern gathering space for
residents and visitors alike.

As they move forward
with restoration efforts, the
Bellers encourage the com-
munity to share ideas, mem-
ories, and support for the
future of the Lowville Town
Hall Theater.

With their passion for his-
toric preservation, enter-
tainment, and community
enrichment, the Bellers are
breathing new life into this
cherished landmark—ensur-
ing it remains a hub of cul-
ture, creativity, and connec-
tion for generations to come.
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A Message to the Community

By BRITTANY DAVIS
Executive Director of Naturally Lewis, Inc.

As I reflect on 2024, one word
comes to mind: growth. This year
marked our first full year as Natu-
rally Lewis Inc., bringing together
economic development, tourism,
and Chamber of Commerce initia-
tives under one unified organiza-
tion. This transformation sparked
significant planning efforts as we
launched our new three-year stra-
tegic plan for 2025-2027.

I am filled with optimism for
Naturally Lewis’ future. Together,
we are Building Our Community

by fostering the development of
businesses, properties, tourism,
and a sense of place. We are Inspit-
ing People by empowering entre-
preneurs, engaging with youth,
cultivating “pride in place” among
residents, and nurturing future
leaders. We are Partnering & Col-
laborating with local, regional, and
state partners in economic devel-
opment and tourism to amplify
our collective impact. Finally, we
are Sustaining Our Legacy through
strategic funding initiatives and a
growing membership, ensuring
that Naturally Lewis Inc. remains
a strong, thoughtful and stable

community organization.

I am incredibly proud of the
progress we've made as a team, as
boards, and asacommunity. Walk-
ing through our communities, you
can see and feel the transforma-
tion— the growth, the energy, and
the pride. We are building some-
thing extraordinary, and this is just
the beginning. I look forward to
continuing our collaboration with
our boards, partners, and com-
munities to make Lewis County
the best place to live, work, build a
business, and play. Together, the
futureis ours to create.

Humane

From D1

the situation. Animals in shelters
that are under construction are
experiencing more stress due to
extra noise and strangers in their
spaces.

Another challenge we face is
our town contracts, and trying to
keep a balance between animals
coming in on dog control, and
private animal surrenders. With
19 contracts, we are often full with
dog control which allows us very
few selective intakes through sur-
render.

You can help with responsible
pet ownership. The number one
thing is to spay or neuter your pet.
Think ahead before getting a pet,
where will your family be in 10-15
years, because you will have a pet

for this long! Pets are a financial
responsibility, not much different
than a child. If you cannot provide
forlifetime care, please reconsider
getting a pet. With cats, please
keep them inside, especially if
they are not fixed. With dogs, un-
less you are a dedicated, knowl-
edgeable breeder actively working
to improve a specific breed, there
should benoreason to have alitter
of puppies. We beg of you, please
do not contribute to the suffering
ofhomeless animals!

THANKYOU

It's hard to find a new way to
say Thank You each year. Days
canbelongand hard, heart break-
ing, even downright depressing
in the shelter business. But at the
end of each day, it’s our custom-
ers, adopters and supporters who
make us feel it’s all worthwhile.
When you come in and adopt
an animal, and we get to see the
smile on both of your faces; when

we receive updates of how amaz-
ing your new pet fits into your
home and how much you love
them; even when you just say a
few kind words on a post; we feel
we’re making a difference. We
are thankful to be a place of com-
fort when people need help. It’s
because of your support that we
get to see a parvo puppy or a hit
& run kitten go from knocking on
death’s door to thriving in a loving
home. We thankyou for consider-
ingus worthy of handling your pet
needs, and worthy of your unend-
ing support.

Please keep sharing our adop-
tions posts, speaking out against
cruelty and animal abusers, advo-
cating for people to spay/neuter,
and holding fundraisers for us. It
really does help more than you'll
ever know! We could never do this
without our community’s support
and we thank you!

Beller’s

From D2

youwith your vehicle needs. We
know you have high expecta-
tions, and as a used car dealer
and complete auto and body
repair shop we enjoy the chal-
lenge of meeting and exceeding
those expectations each and
every time. If you haven’t expe-
rienced our latest 2023 addition
with additional bays for colli-
sion and mechanics, we invite
you to visit our shop.

When you call us, you will
likely be speaking to Michaela,

or Krystal, who will be schedul-
ing your appointment or direct-
ing your phone call. Michaela
has been with us since May and
goes above and beyond her du-
ties here in the office. Patrick
joined our team this past year in
the collision shop and has been
a valuable addition. All of our
Technicians have rich automo-
tive background, and are valued
here whether it be in the me-
chanical or collision side of the
repair.

We are here to help you de-
termine your vehicle and fi-
nancing needs that best fit your
lifestyle. With used cars and
trucks in stock our goal

is to make your buying expe-
rience completely satisfying. If
you’d like to purchase a vehicle
you're welcome to browse our
used car lot, speak

with our friendly sales rep,
test drive and investigate fi-
nancing options. If you don’t
see a particular vehicle on our
lot, we allow you to email and
submit a request for your ve-
hicle.

We will do our best to match
your request and will notify you
when it is in our inventory. Our
prices are competitive without
add-ons after the

deal is made. After the
sale, you will continue to find

Expenence The Magic

9428 Shady Ave,
Lowuville, NY 13367
(315) 376-2421
www.lowvilletownhalltheater.com

4051 Yancey Rd.
Lowville, NY 13367
(315) 376-4336

' wwyy.tughil_lvineyards.coh

extraordinary service at our
Automotive and Collision facil-
ity in all departments. We are a
ONE-STOP-SHOP! Allow us to
demonstrate our commitment
to excellence! The needs of each
individual customer are of par-
amount concern to us! You can
find us at www.bellersauto.com
andlikeuson

Facebook!

Services offered:

m Estimates and insurance
submission Collision Repair
forall Foreignandm Domestic
Vehicles Full Service Collision
Repair Facility

[ State-of-the-Art Paint
Booth

® Hunter Tire Changer

B John Bean Wheel Bal-
ancer

B Frame Repair Facility with
Laser Technology

® ADASAlignment for Cam-
eras and Radars Complete Me-
chanical Repair

® Commercial and Personal
Repair

m  Four Wheel Precision
CameraAlignments

B Transmission Flush Ma-
chine

m Latest Diagnostic Equip-
ment

B Complete Transmission
Service or Repair

®  Complete Diagnostic

Testing with Smoke Test

®  Complete Air Condition-
ing Service

m  Certified Repair Techni-
cians

® Complete Brake Work

B Automobile Sales

®m  Financing Available for
used Auto Sales

B Insurance Company As-
sistance

m  We Work with Aftermar-
ket Warranty Companies

B NYSInspections

m After Hour Drop-off Box

] Guaranteed Qual-
ity Workmanship at your ONE-
STOP-SHOP

We're Building

TheMost
Entrepreneur-Friendly
Community

in New York State

NATURALLY

5
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LEWIS COUNTY, NY

Naturally Lewis, Inc. is an economic
development organization championing
the growth of our communities.

Naturallylewis.com
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OUR NEW WEBSITE
IS GETTING BETTER
EVERYDAY!

www.carthageny.com

JOIN THE
CHAMBER TODAY!

.-"'" ,_.-F‘.-'LJF

Mtﬁnga

TEA
Chamber t:f Commerce

L]

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS EVENTS We have plenty of

i _ the 3rd Thursday opportunities to up
| e of each month your membership

it i 5PM - 7PM to sponsor 1 of our
£ Chamber members host many annual events,

@ & co-host these events or become a Platinum
| to showcase Sponsor which

their businesses. sponsors all our

: : : events. And includes
A time to relax, learn, mingle with other -
: all advertising!!
community members.

Chamkar busrasses

PLATINUM SPONSORS

Carthage Area Hospital Town of Champion Village of West Carthage
Carthage Savings & Loan Town of Wilna Carthage Industrial
Caskinette Ford Slack Chemical Development Corp.
Northern Federal Credit Union VFW Post# 7227

WWNY News 7 Village of Carthage

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSORS!

Americu Credit Union < Ox Industries « T.F. Wright Foundation




Hoyt’s Collision & Body
serving its customers for
over 31 years

Since 1994, Hoyt’s Collision
& Body has been satisfying
customers throughout Jeffer-
son, Lewis and St. Lawrence
counties and continues to pro-
vide dependable and friendly
service on a consistent basis.

Whether it is a simple fend-
er bender or a complete body
overhaul, you can count on
owner Mark Hoyt, with over
30 years of experience in colli-
sion repair, to do the job right,
along with his sons. Mark is
PPG certified, and all paint is
mixed on a PPG mixing station

on the premises to ensure a
better quality paint match. We
are one of the few shops in the
area that uses this environ-
mentally-friendly waterborne
paint.

Hoyt’s Collision & Body will
guarantee all work that leaves
the premises.

Located on the corner of
state routes 410 and 126 in
Naumburg, Hoyt’s Collision &
Body is open Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., or
by appointment.

Journal & Republican Progress
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Hoyt's Collision.

NNY Farmers Co-Op celebrating 42 years

NNY Farmers Marketing
Co-Op, Inc. is celebrating its
42nd year of being the only
New York State Livestock auc-
tion market owned and op-
erated by local farmers. In
1982, a group of local farmers
joined together to create NNY
Farmers Market, opening it
doors on April 1, 1982. They
purchased the sale barn from
Empire Livestock, who was on
their way out of town, and a
dream became reality.

Today at 8204 State Route
26 in Lowville, NNY Farmers
Marketing Co-Op has become
known as one of the largest
livestock auction markets in
New York.

This dream has grown into
an incredible opportunity for
local farmers; to include week-
ly auctions on Monday’s and
Thursday’s at 1 p.m. starting
with calves and moving onto
dairy cows and bulls. The mar-
ket also hosts monthly dairy
and feeder sales to include
goats, sheep, pigs, and other
livestock. The market also
hosts on-site specialty sales to
include maple equipment and
machinery equipment.

NNY Farmers Market has
been up to some exciting
things in the past year.

As business grows, we do
our best to invest in it what
our amazing farmers have

invested in us. We have added
abeautiful gate system that al-
lows for easy and safe transi-
tion between livestock during
each sale. This upgrade has
ensured an even smoother
sale for our staff and buyers. In
addition, we have also added
a new dock to our barn, and
continued updating our infor-
mation systems.

Come see what we are
about, whether you want to
join us for aweekly sale, one of
our monthly dairy and feeder
sales, or our machinery sale
happening this April, we invite
you to see what a handful of
dedicated farmers have cre-
ated.

NNY Farmers Marketing Co-op Inc., 8204 State Rt. 26, Lowville.

For auctions or updated
market information, and to
keep current with sale barn
changes, updates, and up-
coming events, be sure to
find us on Facebook at NNY
Livestock Market, visit our

website, nnyfarmersmarket-
coop@gmail.com, or listen to
the Froggy 97.5.

For more information, call
us at 315-376-7441 or email us
at nnyfarmersmarketcoop@
gmail.com.

Bush Memorial Library serving the
community for over 100 years

The William H. Bush Me-
morial Library is located on
the corner of Whitaker Road
and NYS

Route 26 in Martinsburg.
Open hours are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday and
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and from 10 a.m. until noon
on Saturday.

The library was established

in 1912 by Dr. M. Anstance
Harris and M. Alice Whitaker
to provide the citizens of the
community with good reading
material.

Over one hundred years
later the library continues to
offer good books, as well as au-
dio books, newspapers, maga-
zines and movies on compact
disks.

Also available to patrons

[w v

NNY Farmecs Macketing Co-Op INc
8204 State Route 26
Lowville, NY 13367

315-376-7441

Auctions every Monday and Thursday
calves start @ Tpm

Feeder/Dairy/Small Animal
Sale Monthly

Front row, Sue Boldt, Santa, Sue McArdle, Elijah Manning with
sister. Back row, David Ortlieb, Brandie Rogers, Daniel Jantzi,
Gayla Ortlieb, Amy Beyer, Nelson Schwartzentruber, Cheri Kelly
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Check out our Facebook Page at

NNY Livestock Market and

Visit our website at nnyfarmersmarket.com
for up to date Market Reports and upcoming events and

special auctions!

are public access computers,
a copier and an AccuCut ma-
chine. Wifi capability is pro-
vided for those patrons who
prefer to bring their own de-
vices for internet connection
and is now available to use
from personal vehicles in the
parking lot or Whitaker Road
attimes when the libraryis not
open.

As a member of the North
Country Library System, the
materials of all 66 member li-
braries are available to any pa-
tron. Placing an order on the
system’s website will bring the
item to the library where it can

be borrowed

and returned.

A museum contains many
items of interest from Martins-
burg and other areas. The staff
will gladly open the museum
upon request. A summer read-
ing program provides children
and adults with an opportuni-
ty to challenge themselves to
reading during the busy sum-
mer school vacation.

The friendly staff consists of
Brandie Rogers, director; Su-
san Boldt, assistant librarian;
and Susan Adsit, substitute
librarian. David Ortlieb and
Jack Beyer keep the grounds

William H. Bush Memorial Library
5605 Whitaker Road, Martinsburg NY 13404

315-376-7490

Library Hours:

Monday,
Wedneday & Friday
10am - 6pm

Tuesday & Thursday
9am - 1pm

Saturday
10am - Noon

Serving The Citizens of Martinsburg Since 1912

Hoyt's Collision

and building in pristine condi-
tion.

Everyone is welcome to take
advantage of the many servic-
es at the William H. Bush Me-
morial Library.
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Progress

I first want to thank our
amazing Community for all
the support they have given
to the Post over this past year.
It was a very busy, productive
and growing year.

We have started a lot of
family events and activities
to bring families together and
have fun. Events such as our
Breakfast with the Easter Bun-
ny, summer long Kids corn-
hole Sundays, and our kids
Halloween Party.

As usual we have our an-
nual functions and events that
have grown in attendance and
supported by our Active duty
Military, the Veterans and our
Community members. All is
greatly appreciated. Our 2nd
Annual Military ball was a
great success and is open to all
Active Duty and Veterans.

We have started a couple
new things to bring the Com-
munity together and spend
quality time with each other.
First is our Friday Night Wings
and Things we run from 1 Oct.
to 28 Feb. Second, is our VFW
Community Brunch, which is
conducted every Wednesday
morning from 9 to noon. This
is a donation only program
to bring the Community to-
gether to socialize and have a
great homemade from scratch
meal.

We are looking forward to
a great year as we are moving
forward with our remodeling
projects to assist our Veterans
and Community experience
and services.

We are Veterans still serv-
ing our Veterans, community
members and our future gen-
erations.

Dione-Rumble
VFW Post 7227

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

668 West End Ave.
Carthage, NY 13619
Phone: (315)493-0530

Hours: Sunday 12pm -10pm
Mon-Wed. 3pm - 10pm
Thurs., Fri.& Sat. 12pm- 12am

& Body

10237 State Rt. 126

Castorland, NY 13620
Mark Hoyt ~ 315-493-7969
(On the corner of Rt. 126 & 410 in Naumburg)
in business for over 20 years!

email: choyt2@twcny.rr.com
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Following The Latest Trend May Not Be
The Best Strategy For Your Tax Preparation

It seems like every year a
new trend in tax prepara-
tion services is promoted
throughout the media.
First, there were seasonal
tax office locations in pre-
viously empty store fronts.
Then, as soon as tax season
ended, they seem to disap-
pear. Next, there were pop-
up locations in stores and
malls. Now, it is all about
on-line internet com-
panies and apps, which
promise fast and easy, with
little effort at all. The pro-
fessionals at M.R. Gaebel
Tax and Accounting Ser-
vices recognize the impor-
tance of filing your taxes
in a correct manner which
will help maximize your
potential refund. Quite
simply, when it comes to
filing your taxes should
you just follow the latest

trend? Or use real tax pro-
fessionals!

Tax codes and regula-
tions change every year.
Filing your taxes really
does require the assistance
of tax professionals, such
as M.R. Gaebel, to navigate
through these complex wa-
ters. You can be assured
that the year-round pro-
fessionals at M.R. Gaebel
are constantly staying up
to date with the most rules
enacted (or proposed) by
the IRS and utilize that
knowledge in the services
provided to their clients.

“Today’s tax laws really
can complicate a person’s
filing their tax returns. We
can help sort all of that out
and maximize your oppor-
tunity for a refund. We also
take pride in the fact that
our services are offered

throughout the entire year,
not just seasonally. Being
local is also important to
our clients. Too often out-
side agencies come in and
offer services at cut rates
and then increase their
prices later, as well as a de-
cline in service. In today’s
unstable financial atmo-
sphere, it is very important
that our clients have access
to us, and not just during
tax preparation season. We
are able to offer a full ar-
ray of tax and accounting
services at any time of the
year.”

Small Business Payroll
and Record Keeping are
also an important part
of the services offered at
M.R. Gaebel. “Small busi-
ness owners spend count-
less hours each week doing
payroll and recordkeeping,

when they could utilize
that time on their business
generating more income.
Our payroll services are
an affordable, timely, lo-
cal option to make doing
payroll and recordkeep-
ing easier. In addition,
with the host of govern-
ment agencies reporting
requirements that are con-
stantly changing, a busi-
ness owner must ask them-
selves...is it worth the risk?
Errors can result in unnec-
essary penalties and inter-
est owed. That is where our
trained staff can help. We
offer a variety of services,
ranging from certified pay-
rolls, year end and quarter-
ly reports, payroll checks,
payroll taxes, direct de-
posits, workers compensa-
tion audits and more. The
business owner can pick

MR Gaebel Income Tax Preparatlon and Accountmg Serwces

all at affordable

which services best fit their
needs”.

M.R. Gaebel sets the
standard of tax and ac-
counting services for busi-
nesses and residents of
Jefferson, Lewis, and St.
Lawrence Counties. They
specialize in offering their
clients personalized, pro-
fessional, quality service
together with CPA exper-
tise, knowledge and expe-

rience...
rates.

Appointments are avail-
able in Watertown and
Carthage.

To schedule an appoint-
ment for individual tax
services, or for more in-
formation, please call 315-
493-1862, or visit them
at their website, www.
mrgaebel.com.

Family Ice Cream celebrating
22 years of serving up soft
custard ice cream

Rich and Kim Martin want
to thank everyone who helped
Family Ice Cream have a won-
derful season in 2024. We
couldn’t have done it without
you. Now we are looking for-
ward to 2025 with some new
and exciting additions to our
menu.

We also have weekly Fruit
Slush flavor specials.

We are located at 7388 Tu-
rin Road, Lowville, the last
place on the left going up
Martinsburg Hill, the color-
ful building which represents
some of the more than 40 fla-
vors we serve in soft custard
ice cream.

For those of you that
haven't visited Family Ice
Cream our menu consist of
waffle, sugar and gluten free
cones always with free sprin-
kles, sundaes, banana splits
with many different toppings
and always includes nuts,

whipped cream and of course
a cherry. Our avalanches are
out of this world:

Butterfinger, Oreo, M&M,
Reese’s Pieces, cookie dough,
Heath and Andes candies and
of course your own combina-
tion.

We also have shaved ice
with many different flavors to
choose from. Don’t forget to
try our signature sundae the
Piggy Sweet, you guessed it, a
walffle

bowl, two toppings, nuts,
whipped cream, cherry and
the piggy (bacon bits). You'll
love it.

As Rich and I look back to
our early years of Family Ice
Cream, we can only thank our
faithful customers for sup-
porting our business.

If it wasn’t for them we
wouldn’t have had the won-
derful years that has brought
us to where we are today. We

Family Ice
Cream, 7388
Turin Road,
Lowville,
offersa
wide variety
of sweet
summertime
| treats.

always miss the interaction
with our customers during the
off season and look forward to

opening day, which will be

Friday, April 25. Again thank
you everyone.

Roggie’s Flooring
Thanks the
Community

As we enter our 19th year
of serving our community, we
here at Roggies Flooring Cen-
ter would like to express our
gratitude and appreciation to
you. We look forward to con-
tinuing our tradition of bring-
ing the latest styles of all types
of flooring to you.

We are a member of The
Flooring Network which
represents an association of
strong, knowledgeable, and
local independent flooring
retailers across the Northeast.
We provide all things floor-
ing as well as ongoing product

knowledge, industry tips, and
most importantly real value.
You can check out the Floor-
ing Network @ www.flooring-
network.com.

It is our desire to provide a
shopping experience that will
be personal and tailored to
your needs.

Your new floor, installed by
our experienced installers, will
add even more beauty to your
home.

You can follow our Face-
book page as well as checking
out our website - www.rog-
giesflooring.com

Lewis Caunh; Humane \Sﬂmefu

Phone: 315-376-8349
Shelter Manager: Barb Turck
Location: 6390 Pine Grove Road, Glenfield, NY
Mail: P.O. Box 682, Lowville, NY 13367

Family
Ice Cream

7388 Turin Rd., Lowville

OPENING

FRI. APRIL 26th, 2024

ROGGIES
FLOORING
CENTER
(315) 376-8166

5809 Number Four Rd, Lowville, NY 13367

6

Email: LewisCountyHumandSociety@gmail.com
Facebook: Lewis County Humane Society 501¢3
Web: LewisCountyHumaneSociety.org

SHELTER HOURS:
Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri 2pm-6pm
Sat 1T1am-4pm, Closed Sun & Wed

Open 7 Days A week
2pm - 9pm

Are the Latest Trends the Best Way
To Have Your Taxes Prepared?
S | Pop-Ub Tax P o Locati
NO
On-Line Do-It-Yourself Tax Software
NO
TRUST THE REAL TAX PROFESSIONALS

DOoOuUBLE PLAY
do more. learn more. be more.

OUR MISSION:

TO IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE!

« HIIT Classes « Functional Fitness « Music Classes

« Sport Performance Training - Learn to Paint « TRX Classes

« Youth Softball & Baseball - Meditation Classes « Acting Classes

Our Services:

24 Hour Fitness Center
Teen Center

Art, Dance & Music Classes
Sports Training

Senior Center

Fitness & Wellness Classes
Youth Programs

= B SERVING
S ALLAGES!

Carthage & Watertown

315.493.1862

M.R. Gaebel, Inc.

Gary E. Rowe, CPA/CEO

TAX & ACCOUNTING
PROFESSIONALS

6912 BARDO RD., LOWVILLE NY
(Fitness Center, Teen & Senior Event
Center, Performing Arts Center)

5415 SHADY AVE., LOWVILLE NY
Sports Performance Center
(Baseball, Softball, Golf, Boxing)

2 FIND OUT MORE!
# WWW.DOUBLEPLAYCC.COM
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Owner Ed Yancey stands in front of his business, Yancey’s Sales and Service, Lowville.

Friendly service at
fair prices at Yancey’s
Sales and Service

Yancey’s Sales and Service
opened for business in August
1971. It is owned and operated
by Edward A. Yancey and fam-
ily.
Ed started out selling Chap-
arral snowmobiles and minicy-
cles. Ashorttimelater, he added
the Stihl chainsawline.

Ed and his brothers enjoyed
racing snowmobiles and dirt
bikes. They won many trophies
and championships over the
years. Ed has raced for over 50
years in one form or another.

Originally, Yancey’s was lo-
cated next to the old high bridge
on State Route 12 North. When
the new bridge was being built
in 1974, they moved to their
present location down the
street toward the village. Their
old building was taken down

Over the years, Yancey's
Sales and Service has sold many
products, including Chapar-
ral, Sno-Jet, Kawasaki, Arctic
Cat and Polaris snowmobiles,
Hodaka motorcycles, Kawasaki
and Polaris ATVs. Ed currently
deals in Stihl products, includ-
ing chainsaws, trimmers, blow-
ers, tappers and many other
gas-powered tools. He also
buys and sells used sleds and
ATVs. He carries many parts
and accessories for sleds and
ATVs, newand used.

Ed has acquired many hard-
to-find parts over the years or
knows how to order them. He
also carriesaniceline of reason-
ably-priced helmets and cloth-
ing. Ifhe doesn’t have it, he can
usually getitin a fewdays.

Ed believes in friendly, cour-
teous service and fair prices.
The next time you are in need of
one of his products, stop by or
give Ed a call at 315-376-7442,
7368 Dayan St. (Route 12),
Lowville. Your business is ap-
preciated.

Since 1971

Snowmobile Parts and Accessories
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Sherman Electric: Quality
products and service for
more than 100 years

Sherman Electric, located at 417 S.
Clinton St. in Carthage, is a familiar
name to generations of families in the
area.

Established in 1912 by LeRoy E. Sher-
man, the store was always the first place
people thought of for electrical supplies
and household appliances. In 1970, son
LeRoy Z. Sherman took over and con-
tinued the tradition of trust and service.
Today, Sherman Electric is owned by
Ray Pickel, who has worked at the store
since 1970. They mostly serve the tri-
county area, but go outside of the area
as needed.

They provide wholesale electrical

supplies and lighting fixtures for indus-
tries, residences, municipalities, con-
tractors and schools. They stock Berko
electric heat, Nutone ventilators, Syl-
vania lamps, Progress lighting, Murray
distribution equipment and Klein tools
and provide sales and service on GE ap-
pliances. They also carry all sizes of con-
duit and wire, GE appliances, TVs, DVD
players and electronics supplies. Ray
invites you to stop in and see their wide
range of products firsthand. The shop
is open Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.; 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Satur-
day or give them a call at 315-493- 3050.
They’ll be happy to assist your needs.

Wholesale Electrical Supplies & Lighting Fixtures
Industrial & Residential, BERKO Electric Heat,
SYLVANIA Lamps, PROGRESS Lighting
SIEMENS Distribution Equipment

SHERMAN

ELECTRIC

Sales & Service
G.E. Appliances

VISA AVERIG bisc VR
: R ESS,

Quality Parts, Accessories, Helmets, ATV's, Cycles,
Stihl Chainsaws & Trimmers - Call us for your best deal
STIHL CHAINSAWS We buy and sell old sleds - Special Orders Welcomed

& TRIMMERS Many Hard To Find Items

Rt. 12, Dayan St., Lowville « (315) 376-7442
GURB-SIDE PICK UP NOW AVAILABLE

SOUTH CLINTON ST., CARTHAGE (315) 493-3050
“113 Years In Business”

to make room for the new high
bridge.

Ed and his wife, Arlene, have
three children: Edward B., Jes-
sica and Jennifer.

Does your advisor offer a wide range of

financial services? We do.
Wealth Management Estate & Tax Planning

Objective and Independent Advice e Comprehensive Year-End Capital Gains Tax

Investment Strategy Planning Reporting Statement
Comprehensive Wealth Management Planning Strategic Tax Loss Harvesting
Asset Allocation Analysis Ongoing Administrative Management of Complex Planning
Social Security Planning, Analysis, and Timing Entities like GRAT, CRT, FLP, ILITs
Asset-based Fee Structure Close Coordination with Advisors (CPA, Attorney)
Providing Generational and Legacy Planning

Financial Planning

e Comprehensive Financial Planning with CERTIFIED

Retirement Plan Services

FINANCIAL PLANNER® .

401(k) Plan Design, Set-up, and Management

Debt Management, Budgeting e Active Portfolio Management for Employers and Employees

Education Planning Ongoing Trustee and Employee Education

Medicare and Long Term Care Planning ROTH and Traditional IRA Plans and Rollovers

Cash Flow Management Fiduciary Investment Consulting

Contact us today—our CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® professionals are ready

to help guide you toward your financial goals.

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH HIGHTOWER SECURITIES, LLC. MEMBER FINRA/SIPC. HIGHTOWER ADVISORS, LLC IS A SEC REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.

151 Mullin Street
Watertown, NY 13601

WEALTH MANAGEMENT® 315.222.7148 I morgiawm.com
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The North Star

Health Alliance
Charts the Future

of Local Care

Richard Duvall, President & CEO
North Star Health Alliance

| NEW NAME,

\ i SAME TRUSTED CARE!
o ;
(W “~
YOUR'PARTNERS IN LOCAL,
PERSONALIZ D HEALTHCARE!

CARTHAGE AREA HOSPITAL

« CLAXTON-HEPBURN MEDICAL CAMPUS & CENTER
« NORTH COUNTRY ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP

« MEADOWBROOK TERRACE TR
» NORTH s?ntmmcs W

NORTH STAR HEALTH ALLIANCE PEDIATRICS
NURTURING HEALTHY FUTURES!

CARTHAGE PEDIATRICS

117 N. Mechanic Street
Carthage | New York 13619
315.493.4187

CLAXTON MEDICAL PEDIATRICS
305 Main Street

| NORTH COUNTRY
Ogdensburg | New York 13649 C(L ORTHOPAEDIC GROUP
315.713.6770

5, 'Fit 4
& 4
NORTH STAR PEDIATRICS

1571 Washington Street | Suite 107 i E

3 6 Meadawbmok
- TE'I'I'ElCE

Watertown | New York 13601
315.788.2211

i




ByElaine M. Avallone
eavallone@lowville.com

Originally published Nov. 13,
2024

It was a full house as nearly
170 people gathered at Pa-
permaker’s Pub At Zero Dock
Street for the Carthage Area
Chamber Of Commerce An-
nual Business Awards Dinner
onOct.29

Robert Sligar, chamber

treasurer and emcee for the
evening, said the chamber
holds events to drive traffic into
the community and make the
Carthage area a community of
choice.

Certificates of appreciation
were presented to the cham-
ber’s annual sponsors, which
provide the funds to provide
events such as Winterfest, the
July fireworks and the Decem-
ber holiday parade and fire-
works.

Chamber president Tina
Lanier introduced the new
chamber director, Deborah At-
kins.

The evening’s main event,
the presentation of business
awards, was held after dinner.

Chamber board member
Robert Kulkinca presented the
New Member Spotlight award
to Paegan Thatcher, owner of
The Morning Ritual.

“She enjoys doing things
for the people around her and
this has given her a platform to
be able to give back,” the pre-
senter said.

The Non-Profit of the Year
Award, presented by cham-
ber board member Kelly Sha-
nahan, went to Encompass

FEBRUARY 2025
Carthage Chamber presents business awards

The Community Impact Award went to the village of Carthage
and West Carthage for aiding in feeding the children at summer
recreation. Pictured from left are Carthage Area Chamber of
Commerce director Deborah Atkins, Carthage clerk-treasurer
Kristy O’'Shaughnessy, West Carthage clerk-treasurer Tiffany
Queary, West Carthage deputy clerk-treasurer Megan Brotherton
and chamber president Tina Lanier. Elaine M. Avallone/Johnson

Newspapers

Recreation.

Founded by Kylie Schell
in 2022, the organization aims
to provide recreational oppor-
tunities for youth with higher
support needs.

“Encompass Recreation’s
mission is to provide recre-
ational opportunities to youth
where differences are celebrat-
ed, strengths are accentuated
and there is a place for every-
one on every team,” Shanahan
said.

Schell noted they were
deeply grateful to accept the
award, especially since last year
the young organization was
recognized with the New Mem-
ber Spotlight.

“We are forever grateful
that we live in a community

V. T

PROGRESS

Kylie Schell, left, founder of Encompass Recreation, accepted the
Non Profit Award at the Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce
along with citations from state officials including one from Mark
Walczyk’s office presented by Bonnie Fikes, right. Elaine M.

Avallone/Johnson Newspapers

The Simons-Baker family was presented with the Business
of the Year award at the annual Carthage Area Chamber of
Commerce Business Awards Dinner. Elaine M. Avallone/Johnson
Newspapers

and time that embraces our
mission, vision and values,”

the Encompass founder said.
“We believe that all youth,

especially those with higher
support needs, should experi-
ence the joy, confidence and
connection that our events
provide.’

Sligar presented the Small
Business of the Year Award to
Church Street Diner.

Celebrating its 25th year in
business, the diner was opened
in 1999 by Dawn Lelakowski
who expressed thanks to her
staff, community, food suppli-
ers and family and friends “that
have become family.”

The Community Impact
Award went to the villages of
Carthage and West Carthage
for coming through for area
children by organizing lunches
for the summer recreation pro-
grams in the Twin Villages.

Kristy O’Shaughnessy, Car-
thage village clerk/treasurer,
explained that when the villag-
es were informed by Commu-
nity Action Planning Council
that they were changing how
they administered their pro-
gram and no longer providing
meals to summer recreation
programs, the villages took ac-
tion. Along with West Carthage
clerk/treasurer Tiffany M.
Queary, local businesses, in-
dividuals and organizations as
well as the two villages stepped
up to feed the children. Queary
gave special recognition to
West Carthage deputy clerk-
treasurer Megan Brotherton
who saw to the day-to-day de-
livery of the meals.

Former chamber board
member Teri Ellis presented
the Business of the Year Award
to Simon’s Farm and Home
Center.

Ellis gave an overview of the
history of the store. Ray Simon
took ownership of the Carthage
Agwayin 1982.

The presenter noted that
whatever your needs - small
animal feed, bedding plants,
stove pellets, window glass cut
- you go to Simon’s. After a dev-
astating fire in 2023, the family
rebuilt the business and con-
tinues providing for the com-
munity as a third generation
carries on the tradition.

The climax of the evening
was the presentation of the
Business Person of the Year.

Nominator Faith Parks
presented the award to Jason

See CHAMBERE3

The Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award went to Church Street Diner.

LWL

Chamber treasurer Robert Sligar, left, presented the award to diner owner Dawn Lelakowski, along
with chamber director Deborah Atkins and chamber president Tina Lanier. Elaine M. Avallone/

Johnson Newspapers

The 2024 Business Person of the Year Award went to Jason Christman, third fro left, who is

pictured with, from left, his nominator Faith Parks, chamber director Deborah Atkins and chamber
president Tina Lanier, far right. Elaine M. Avallone/Johnson Newspapers

Naturally Lewis honors local businesses

ByElaine M. Avallone
eavallone@lowville.com

Originally published Dec. 4. 2024

LOWVILLE — This year's Membership
Awards Night hosted by Naturally Lewis Inc.
held on Nov. 21, had a different format. Instead
of being held in one location it was a progressive
party starting with a cocktail hour at Jeb’s Res-
taurant then moving to the Town Hall Theater
for the awards and back to Jeb’s for an after party.

The event brought together more than 12
business and community leaders along with
community stakeholders to celebrate the
achievements of the Naturally Lewis Member-
ship who contribute to the success of Lewis
County’s economy.

“Membership Awards Night was a night of in-
spiration, recognition, and community spirit,”
said a Naturally Lewis spokesperson, noting the
event’s sponsors included AES and Northern
Credit Union.

“Tonight, we celebrate the incredible achieve-
ment of the membership through four awards
that will recognize 12 incredible nominees,” said
Jenna Lauraine, programs and partnerships di-
rector at Naturally Lewis Inc. “These nominees
collectively represent over $18,000,000 in in-
vestments into our community though various
projects and programs; their efforts make Lewis
County an extraordinary place to live, work, and
play.”

The Community Excellency Award recog-
nizes a standout project or program led by a
Lewis County community organization that

The award winners, pictured with representatives of the host and state government are, from left,

Jenna Lauraine, Naturally Lewis, Inc.; Darrell Miller, Miller's Meat Market; Brandon and Kristin
Cunningham, HumbleBee Farms and The Depot Market; Heather Hurd, Kelytown Kove; Daniel
Myers, Double Play Community Center; Olivia Anderson, Office of state Sen. Mark Walczyk. Photo

provided by Naturally Lewis

demonstrates exceptional commitment to serv-
ing and enhancing the community. The winner
goes above and beyond to serve the community
and contribute to a well-rounded county. This
year the award went to Double Play Communi-
ty Center for the Dare to Dream capital project.
With the purchase of the former Ridgeview Inn

Restaurant and Lounge building, the commu-
nity center combines three of Double Play’s four
facilities under one roof. The new facility, 6912
Bardo Road, houses the fitness center, dance
studio the center for youths and seniors.
Hand-in-hand’s childcare expansion proj-
ect and Lewis County Agricultural Society’s

grandstand capital project were also considered
for this award.

The Discover Tug Hill Award, which s for tour-
ism-based members that promote Lewis County
to residents and tourist alike as the ideal place to
live, work and play, brining visitors from more
than 50 miles away, went to Kelpytown Kove.

Owned by Heather E. Hurd, Kelpytown Kove
was established as a Yoga Center and Glamping
Bed & Breakfast in 2021, The center offers yoga
classes, workshops and glamping retreats.

Others nominated for the tourism award were
Adirondack Foothills Cycling Club and Turin
Highland Lodge.

Entrepreneur of the Year is awarded to a busi-
ness owner whose vision and leadership have
not only achieved substantial business success
but have significantly contributed to economic
growth and development in Lewis County. This
year’s winners were Brandon and Kristin Cun-
ningham, owners of HumbleBee Farms and The
Depot Market.

The Depot Market features products from hy-
per-local farmers, food artisans and small busi-
nesses, including produce grown year-round at
the Cunninghams’ hydroponic farm, Humble-
Bee Farms

Christie Andrus-Nakano of The Human Fac-
tor Leadership and Mark Lemieux of Port Leyden
Portal LLC were also nominated for this award.

The Naturally Lewis Outstanding Business
Award has been termed the ultimate business

See LEWISE4
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By Elaine M. Avallone
eavallone@lowville.com

Originally published May 22, 2024

The fourth time was a charm for the village of
Lowville. The Restore, Rediscover, Reconnect
Downtown Revitalization Initiative round 7 applica-
tion was accepted in the amount of $10 million.

Now, the real work begins to decide how to utilize
the funds.

The DRIisled by the Department of State, in close
partnership with Empire State Development, NYS
Homes and Community Renewal and the New York
State Energy Research and Development Authority.

The program aims to transforms downtown
neighborhoods into vibrant centers that offer a high
quality of life and are magnets for redevelopment,
business, job creation, and economic and housing
diversity. These compact, walkable downtowns area
key ingredient to helping New York rebuild its econ-
omy from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, as
well as to achieving the state’s bold climate goals by
promoting the use of public transit and reducing de-
pendence on private vehicles, according to the state
website.

The village of Lowville, along with its state part-
ners, held the first meeting of the Downtown Revital-
ization Initiative Local Planning Committee on May
15 at the Lewis County Historical Society.

The Local Planning Committee includeslocal and
regional leaders, stakeholders and community rep-
resentatives. LPC members will provide input and
feedback on the community vision for downtown
goals and revitalization strategies, provide direction
to consultants, review planning products, and help
identify, evaluate and select proposed projects for
the state’s consideration. LPC members will also as-
sist with broad community engagement by guiding
the public engagement approach and helping reach
out to various constituencies about public engage-
ment opportunities. Lowville Deputy Mayor Dan
Salmon and Michele Ledoux of the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Lewis County and member of the
North Country Regional Economic Development
Council will serve as the Lowville LPC co-chairs.

“The goal of the first consultant visit was orga-
nizational for the Local Planning Committee and
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Lowville moves forward with plans for DRI funds

.

L= !

< S

Attendees at the May 15 Local Planning Committee meeting look over a map of the Downtown

Revitalization Initiative for the village of Lowville. Provided photo

information-gathering as they kicked off their
Downtown Profile and Assessment,” said Cheyenne
Steria, director of development, Naturally Lewis and
amember of the LPC. “In addition to the first Local
Planning Committee meeting, two public input ses-
sions were held to gain input on public and village
government projects to be developed for applica-
tion for funding and for the public to understand the
process as well as how private projects can apply for
inclusion.”

Mrs. Steria said she believed these goals were met.

“I believe the Local Planning Committee mem-
bers understand our roles in the process and are ex-
cited to participate in building out the community

vision, goals and revitalization strategies and to see
projects come in,” she said. “I'd like to see the com-
munity get more involved and excited about the
process. We have a great opportunity to set a vision
for the future of downtown Lowville with tangible
means to chase after that vision and continue the
snowball effect towards improvement that has al-
ready started.”

After being awarded the funding, the state re-
quested a change in the boundaries.

“A contingency of NYS’s award of the DRI to the
village of Lowville was a more condensed definition
of what ‘downtown’ would mean for the sake of this
particular grant,” Mrs. Steria explained. “The village

agreed to this stipulation, which means we’ll pivot
efforts to revitalize the Trinity and Forest Avenue
neighborhood and focus the DRI on an area the in-
cludes much of State Street and directly adjacent
streets. The updated boundary map can be found on
lowvilledri.org.”

Other projects suggested in the application are
not automatically funded by the DRI

“Keep your eyes open for the Open Call for Proj-
ectsnextmonth,” said Casandra Buell, Lewis County
Director of planning and community development.
“Overafour-week period, we'll seek transformation-
al and feasible, shovel-ready projects within the DRI
Boundary. All potential projects, including those
submitted to New York in the awarded application,
must complete a project submission through this
process. It's important for project prospective proj-
ect sponsors to begin sharpening their pencils now
for projects that they would be interested in submit-
ting.”

The state DRI funding aims to ignite economic
growth, enhance livability and embrace the unique
spirit of Lowville. Eligible Project types include new
development and redevelopment of existing build-
ings.

Public workshops and events will be scheduled
and publicized throughout the DRI effort to ensure
that all who wish to participate can contribute to the
success of the program states a press release.

Mrs. Steria said the LPC core team will continue to
meet with the Department of State representatives
and the consultant, Camiros Ltd., bi-weekly as the
consultant “puts the knowledge they gained while in
town into action.”

“The consultant will work directly with the village
to start to flesh out the public projects,” she said.

The publicis encouraged to attend the next meet-
ing of the full Lowville Planning Committee set for
9-11 a.m. Thursday, June 13, at the Lowville Free Li-
brary, 5387 Dayan St,

Information on Lowville’s preparation for
the Downtown Revitalization Initiative, visit the
Lowville DRI website at www.lowvilledri.org. More
information about the DRI can be found at www.
ny.gov/dri.

Adirondack Foothills Cycling Club

Croghan, N.Y. — The Ad-
irondack Foothills Cycling
Club is set for another thrilling
season in 2025, continuing its
mission of promoting cycling
education, safety, and advoca-
cy across Lewis County. With
an exciting lineup of events
and community programs,
the club aims to inspire riders
of all ages and skill levels while
fostering a strong cycling cul-
turein the region.

Two Premier Events Kick
Off the Season

Cycling enthusiasts will
have two opportunities to test
their endurance and enjoy the
scenic beauty of the Adiron-
dack region with the club’s
premier events: the Tour de
Lewis: O to O in May and the
North Winds Gravel Classic in
July.

The Tour de Lewis: O to O is
expected to attract riders ea-
ger to experience the rolling
terrain and breathtaking land-
scapes of Lewis County. This
event serves as a great season
opener, catering to both com-
petitive and recreational cy-
clists looking for a rewarding
ride.

In July, the North Winds
Gravel Classic will challenge
cyclists with a rugged and sce-
nic gravel course. Gravel rid-
ing has surged in popularity
in recent years, and this event
highlights some of the best
backroads and countryside
that make Tug Hill a top-tier

FL

cycling destination.

A Commitment to Educa-
tion and Safety

Beyond its cycling events,
the Adirondack Foothills Cy-
cling Club remains dedicated
to education and safety, en-
suring that cycling remains an
accessible and secure activity
for the entire community. This
year, the club will host a Bike
Safety Day at the Lowville Free
Libraryin May, providing fam-
ilies with essential tips on bike
maintenance, helmet fitting,
and road safety.

Additionally, the club will
participate in the Lewis Coun-
ty Progressive Safety Day,
a crucial event that teach-
es county school children
about safe cycling practices.
Through interactive demon-
strations and hands-on ac-
tivities, young riders will learn
valuable skills that help them
become responsible and con-
fident cyclists.

All Kids Bike Program Ex-
pands Outreach

One of the most impactful
initiatives of the club this year
is the All Kids Bike program,
which focuses on teaching
children with higher support
needs how to ride a bike. This
program, rooted in inclusivity
and empowerment, ensures
that every child has the oppor-
tunity to experience the joy of
cycling, regardless of ability
level. By providing adaptive
equipment and personalized

Facehook:

Adirondack Foothills Cycling Club

Instagram:

ADKFoothillsCyclingClub

NG

CLUB

Gears Up for Exciting 2025 Season

instruction, the club contin-
ues to break barriers and pro-
mote the lifelong benefits of
biking.

Building a Stronger Cy-
cling Community

As the 2025 season

approaches, the Adirondack
Foothills Cycling Club re-
mains steadfast in its mission
to make cycling safer, more
inclusive, and more enjoy-
able for everyone. Whether
through challenging rides,

safety initiatives, or commu-
nity programs, the club is pav-
ing the way for a vibrant and
active cycling culture in the
Adirondack region.

For more information on
upcoming events and how to

get involved, visit the Adiron-
dack Foothills Cycling Club’s
official website www.adkfoot-
hillscyclingclub.org or follow
them on social media for the
latest updates.

CELEBRATING 64 YEARS!

We are
here for all
your auto
collision
repairs and
refinishing
needs!
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Scott Moshier - Owner

£ wolffshodyshop

MON.-FRI. 7:30AM-4:30PM &
SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT

9411 STATE RT. 812
CROGHAN, NY 13327

www.wolffsbodyshop.com
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Introducing Lowville Appliance and Air Conditioning

We're excited to introduce
you to Lowville Appliance and
Air Conditioning, located right
in the former Brown'’s Appli-
ance building on Shady Ave. in
Lowville. Lowville Appliance
and Air Conditioning is owned
and operated by Bradley and
Megan Moser. Bradley was a
long time employee of Wm. C.
Brown and Son, Lowville NY.

Lowville Appliance and Air
Conditioning is offering the
following services; appliance
sales, installation of new ap-
pliances and repair of your
current appliances, whether
they have been bought from
Lowville Appliance and Air
Conditioning or not. A show-
room (located in the former
Brown’s appliance building)
will offer a look at most ma-
jor brands of appliances. Our
knowledgeable sales and ser-
vice team will be available to
answer questions, and if you
don’t see what you're looking
for, we can order it from our
vast appliance buying group.
We will continue to offer Car-
rier branded Air Conditioning,
heat pumps, and mini split
units; along with installation
and repair services. We are also
available to help our customers
with opening and closing their
seasonal camps. We are also
very close to being able to of-
fer customer financing options
as well. Give us a call, if that is
something you’'d like more in-
formation on.

Our employees are Ethan
Widrick and Michael Simmons
(both former Brown’s employ-
ees). Ethan is a professional

3| Lowville Appliance
B & Air Conditioning

young man who is knowledge-
able in this field. He is working
on his refrigeration license.
Michael Simmons is our sales
associate and is in the office to
answer any questions that you
might have. Michael would
love to have you stop in and see
what we have available in the
showroom. Bradley splits his
time between the office and the
field, keeping everything run-
ning smoothly. Megan handles
much of the back office work
and their daughters are a huge
help as well, keeping the show-
room and offices looking neat
and clean.

Our goal is to offer our com-
munity a reputable and profes-
sional business model. We're

so thankful for those who have
already supported our new
business and we’re looking
forward to seeing more of you

Chamber
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Christman, the owner of Christ-
man Fuel Service Inc., who
along with his wife, Samantha,
and his father Scott began the
company 21 years ago.

Afterits humble beginnings
in the Christman home with
one truck, Christman Fuel Ser-
vice now employs more than
25 employees and maintains as
many as 30 fuel vehicles at any
given time serving Jefferson
and Lewis counties.

In addition, Christman
gives back to the community by
coaching and financially sup-
porting Little League and Pop
Warner. Following the untime-
ly death of their youngest son,
the Christmans established the
Tyler R. Christman Founda-
tion, which further contributes
to area youth sports and pro-
vides scholarships for graduat-
ing Carthage seniors.

In accepting the honor,
Christman thanked his father,
grandfather Ross Christman,
and his wife. He also recog-
nized a deceased businessman.

“Itis truly humbling for me
to be chosen for this award,”
he said, thanking the selection
committee. He went on to hon-
or the late Gary Johnson who
was a businessman in Carthage
for more than 45 years and had
given Christman his first real
job and later became a custom-
er of Christman Fuels.

“I always looked up to Gary

and respected his work ethic,”
Christman said.

During the evening a 50/50
raffle was held with Michelle
Davis winning, and the $158
proceeds were donated to the
Non-Profit of the Year - Encom-
pass Recreation.

All of the honorees also
received citations from the of-
fices of Assemblyman Kenneth
Blankenbush and Sen.Mark
Walczyk. In addition, Christ-
man received a certificate from
the village of Carthage.

TRAVERS
INTERIOR & DRYWALL

Lowville, NY

Michael Travers « 315-681-1860

o Drywall Finishing & Repair « Wallpaper
Hanging « Painting & staining « Carpentry

From left to right: Ethan Wi , Megan Moser, Brad Moser,
Michael Simmons Front row: Brianna Moser, Nicole Moser.
Store mascot: Millie

book and thelocal radio station
for more details as the date gets
closer.

Please reach out to us at 315-
377-4098 or 315-377-4139. You
can also find us on Facebook.

We are working on a website
and hope to have that ready
within the next month or so.
We’d love to have you consider
us for your next home appli-
ance or air conditioning needs.

in the future! We're excitedly
planning an Open House for
May 31, 2025. Look to Face-

Lowville Appliance
& Alr Conditioning

“Expertise you can trust”

5503 Shady Ave, Lowville NY, 13367 | (315) 377-4098

(Formerly Brown'’s Appliance Center)

Find us on

Facebook

Owners: Bradley and Megan Moser

sales@lowvilleaac.com

Tel 315.493.0430

1ISO-9001:2000 Registered

Industrial chemicals, liquid chlorine, solvents,

Serving the Northeast Since 1920

and water treatment materials

Locations in Carthage, Castorland, and
Saratoga Springs NY
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Community Foundation partners with donors to improve
quality of life across Lewis County and the North Country

The Northern New York
Community Foundation part-
ners with families, individuals,
businesses, and organizations
across Jefferson, Lewis, and St.
Lawrence County to support
a diverse variety of charitable
interests.

Since 1929, the Commu-
nity Foundation has worked to
make the region a better place
to live, work and play. Its com-
mitment to donors helps them
achieve their charitable objec-
tives now and for generations
to come by preserving and
honoring legacies of commu-
nity philanthropy. The Foun-
dation is also a resource for
local charitable organizations,
donors, professional advisors,
and nonprofits.

The Foundation’s mission
— to inspire and celebrate giv-
ing, steward resources honor-
ably, and foster vibrant North

Country communities — has
evolved to serve communities
across Northern New York. Its
guiding values shape the work
it does in partnership with do-
nors to improve quality of life:
Inspire Philanthropy. Develop
Relationships. Act Respectful-
ly. Honor Stewardship.

As the Community Foun-
dation reflects on its 95-year
history, much has changed
but one constant remains: The
spirit of local philanthropy
that so moved community
leaders to organize a chari-
table foundation is stronger
than ever in Northern New
York.

Throughout 2024, the Com-
munity Foundation, along
with many North Country
donors, responded to needs
across the region as they con-
tinued to emerge. In part-
nership with those who love

Northern New York, the Foun-
dation continues to address
the critical and essential needs
of our neighbors.
Community foundations
work with charitably inclined
individuals, families, orga-
nizations, and businesses to
support quality-of-life pro-
grams, projects and services
that improve the region. Any-
one may decide to establish a
charitable fund at the Com-
munity Foundation to sup-
port a cause, geographic area,
or organization about which
they are passionate, both now
and in the future. These can
be scholarships to specific
schools to support education,
a fund to support a nonprofit
agency in perpetuity, or a cus-
tomized fund to fulfill any per-
son’s charitable interests. An-
other option is to make a gift to
the Friends of the Foundation

Community Betterment An-
nual Fund, which is desig-
nated to support various com-
munity programs, projects,
and endeavors — including
next-generation Youth Phi-
lanthropy and LEAD councils
— in a flexible and responsive
manner. The Foundation also
makes many grants to projects
that bring vital services and
value to the community.

Establishing a fund at the
Community Foundation isn’t
a one-time event. It is man-
agedlocallywith an eye toward
steady and stable growth. This
means that the fund can pro-
vide for its intended purpose
in perpetuity with added stew-
ardship and oversight. Chari-
table funds can be created
to honor a loved one, family
members, and those who have
made a difference in our com-
munity.

Educational support for
post-secondary students con-
tinues to be a long-standing
part of the Community Foun-
dation’s legacy and heritage.
Annual gifts to the Foundation
help build scholarship funds
and extend opportunities for
students. Many awards also

honor the legacies of caring
individuals who believed in
the value of making education
more accessible.

Thanks to the generosity of
donors who have made gifts to
support Foundation scholar-
ships, opportunities for stu-
dents have grown through the
establishment of new awards.
Scholarships were awarded
to 583 students in Jefferson,
Lewis, and St. Lawrence coun-
ties in 2024 with donors creat-
ing 27 new scholarships at the
Community Foundation.

The Foundation is fortunate
to partner with more than 150
nonprofits, 17 of which are
based in Lewis County. Many
nonprofit partners have cre-
ated resources within the
Community Foundation that
provide permanent support
through endowments and
other funds. Partnerships
help strengthen organiza-
tions while working to pre-
serve the North Country’s
past, enhance its present, and
secure its future. These criti-
cal relationships also provide
stewarded options for donors.
Lowville Academy and Cen-
tral School, Copenhagen and

Beaver River Central School
Districts all partner with the
Community Foundation to
administer permanent schol-
arship funds on their behalf as
well as educational founda-
tions to more broadly support
students.

Lowville Academy’s Dono-
van Exford and South Lewis
student Felicity Szucs were
among 10 middle school-
ers selected as winners of the
2023-2024 Community Spirit
Youth Giving Challenge. Dou-
ble Play Community Center
and the Port Leyden Food
Pantry were each awarded a
grant thanks to the thought-
ful recommendations of the
Lewis County students.

The Community Founda-
tion is based in the Northern
New York Philanthropy Cen-
ter, 131 Washington St. Water-
town. Contact the Foundation
at 315-782-7110 or info@nny-
cf.org. The team can work with
you to plan the most effective
and enduring legacy for today
and tomorrow. Visit nnycf.org
to learn more and follow the
Foundation on social media.

Mental Health Community Partners Program at NRCIL

Northern Regional Cen-
ter for Independent Living
(NRCIL) was founded in
1987 with a grant from the
New York State Education
Department; we are part of
a network of 41 indepen-
dent living centers in New
York State. Peer advocacy at
NRCIL, provides a choice of
activities and interactions
between people who share
similar experiences with
mental health, substance
use disorders, physical dis-
abilities, or have a child
with a disability. As peers,
we have an ability to con-
nect, engage, and empower
individuals with accep-
tance, understanding, and
validation not found in any
other professional relation-
ship.

NRCIL is pleased to an-
nounce the rollout of our
Mental Health Commu-
nity Partners Program. This
program was made pos-
sible through the support of
Mental Health Association
of New York State and New
York State Office of Mental
Health. NRCIL currently has
nine certified Mental Health
Community Partners ready
to help families through-
out Jefferson, Lewis and St.
Lawrence counties.

The Mental Health Com-
munity Partners (MHCP)
program supports adults
& youth aged 12+ in transi-
tioning from unwell to well.

Lewis
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award going to a business that
contributes to greater econom-
ic growth and development in
a variety was ways such as in-
creasing the tax base, commu-
nity involvement and continu-
os self improvement to remain
competitive. This year’s hon-
oree was Miller's Meat Market.

Started in 1962 as Miller’s
General Store by Carl and Nor-
ma Miller the business was sold
to their son Dan and his wife
Charlene in 1978. Miller’s Meat
Market in the town of Watson
continues as a family-owned
store and butchery that spe-
cializes in a number of home-
made salads, sausages, hand
cut meats, bulk food items,
fresh fruits and vegetables and
baked goods. During hunting
season the butchery offers deer
processing services.

Omnia Advanced Materials
and Open Sky Wellness Center
were also nominated for this
award.

NRCIL

The MHCP model takes an
innovative relational ap-
proach - supporting the
person in recovery, plus
their whole family or cho-
sen supporters in the com-
munity. Certified Mental
Health Community Partners
engage the student/adult-
in-recovery and their family
members or other chosen
supporters for 90 days and
provide assistance in their
transition to wellness.

MHCP Brandy Roberts
explains it this way - “As a
Mental Health Community
Partner, we help to open up
communication. We pro-
vide education around the
8 dimensions of wellness
and about wellness scales
- these can be used in our
every-day work. Because
wellness isn’t an “either/or”
option. We can scale up or
down. This program helps
people to work with re-
sources in their home com-
munity to provide align-
ment with life goals and
structure to achieve those
goals step-by-step.”

After going through the
Community Partner cur-
riculum which is limited to
90 days, a person could con-
tinue their work with a Care
Path Coach. NRCIL has two
certified Care Path Coach-
es on staff. As explained by

MHCP and Certified Care
Path Coach, Noelle Eisen-
hauer, “If a young person
is in crisis and is going to
have a stay in a hospital,
NRCIL’s Care Path Coaches
can help the family and the
young person to reconnect
after discharge. We can help
them connect to each other
and connect to the commu-
nity.”

NRCIL is a Partner Site as
an organization and a part
of the solution for leverag-
ing community support and
partnerships. We bring to-
gether peers and families
and encourage shared val-
ues while building connec-
tions and supporting recov-
ery within a whole-health
model. NRCIL is proud to
provide authentic peer ser-
vices and is eager to meet
the changing needs of our
community identified by
individuals we assist. Our
services are confidential
and free in our office by ap-
pointment, by phone, or
via computer. We care very
much about the health and
wellness of individuals we
support as well as our staff
and community.

To learn more about
Mental Health Commu-
nity Partners or Care Path
Coaches, please call NRCIL
at 315-836-3735 or email us
at nrcil@nrcil.net. We have
four Mental Health Com-
munity Partners in Lewis

County, two in St. Lawrence
County, and three in Jeffer-
son County. Additionally,
two of our advocates in Jef-
ferson County, and one in
Lewis County are also certi-
fied as Care Path Coaches.
We are available on Face-
book or at our website www.
nrcil.net.

Now LocATeD IN VVatertown

= 3D Mammography

with same day screening results
® Breast Ultrasound
® Bone Densitometry with TBS

BATAVIA BRIGHTON GENESEO GREECE
VICTOR WATERTOWN  WEBSTER

EWT

Breast Imaging Excellence

ewbccom
(585) 4422190

NRCIL

DID YOU KNOW...

¢ NRCIL services are provided by PROFESSIONAL PEER ADVOCATES who have
walked a similar path as you

¢ NRCIL has many SUPPORT GROUPS and Social Activities you can join
o Meditation and Eight Dimensions of Wellness
o Substance Abuse and Addiction Support
o Making Healthy Meals

¢ NRCIL has an Employment Team providing services through NYS ACCES-VR

¢ NRCIL ADVOCATES can meet with you for PEER SUPPORT - Confidential and FREE

¢ NRCIL can assist you with BENEFITS ADVISEMENT
o Social Security applications
o Employment questions
o Court questions, employment services, and many other services

¢ NRCIL's PROFESSIONAL FAMILY PEER ADVOCATES are parents of children with
disabilities who can
o Help you understand your child’s diagnosis
o Assist with school meetings and understanding evaluations
o Provide opportunities for you and your family to enjoy fun activities

For more information, or to request accommodations please call 315-836-3735 or TTY: 315-785-8704
NRCIL is open Monday through Friday 8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. or by appointment before or after hours

NRCIL

Your Disability Rights and Resource Center

How will you be remembered?

Community Foundation donors strengthen
Lewis County and the North Country for everyone.

QUALITY OF LIFE SINCE 1929

ACROSS JEFFERSON, LEWIS AND ST. LAWRENCE COUNTIES

131 Washington Street, Watertown, N.Y. 13601
315-782-7110 - info@nnycf.org - nnycf.org @O @ ©

Your Community. Your Foundation. Your Legacy.
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Keeping North Country Comfortable Since 2009:
A Spotlight on Fletcher’s Contracting

Nestled in the heart of Carthage, New
York, Fletcher’s Contracting has been the
community’s trusted partner for HVAC,
Electrical, and Generator needs since
2009. With over a decade of experience,
this family-owned business has built a
reputation for exceptional service, quality
craftsmanship, and unwavering dedica-
tion to customer satisfaction.

In 2009, Jeremiah Fletcher saw an op-
portunity to fill a gap in the Jefferson,
Lewis, and St. Lawrence Counties. Com-
bining years of expertise in heating, ven-
tilation, air conditioning (HVAC), electri-
cal systems, and generators, he founded
Fletcher’s Contracting with a clear vision:
to provide top-notch services while fos-
tering lasting relationships with clients.

Our Services:

At Fletcher’s Contracting, we pride
ourselves on offering a comprehensive
range of services to meet the diverse
needs of our customers. From routine
HVAC maintenance and emergency re-
pairs to custom electrical installations
and generator setups, no job is too big or
too small for our skilled team.

HVAC: Our technicians are trained to
handle everything from heating and cool-
ing system installations to regular main-
tenance and urgent repairs. We work with
top brands to ensure our customers re-
ceive reliable and efficient solutions.

Electrical:

Whether it’s a simple home wiring
project or a complex commercial electri-
cal system, our electricians deliver safe
and professional results every time.

Generators: Power outages are no
match for our expertly installed and
maintained generators. We help our cli-
ents stay prepared and secure, no matter
what the weather.

Our Commitment:

What sets Fletcher’s Contracting apart
is our unwavering commitment to excel-
lence. We believe in going the extra mile
to ensure our clients are not just satisfied
but delighted with our services. Our team
is passionate about staying up to date
with the latest industry advancements,
which allows us to provide cutting-edge
solutions tailored to each client’s unique
needs.

Community Focused:

As a locally owned business, we un-
derstand the importance of community.
We're proud to support local events,
sponsor youth sports teams, and partici-
pate in charitable initiatives. Our goal is
to give back to the community that has
supported us for so many years.

Looking Ahead:

As we look to the future, Fletcher’s
Contracting remains dedicated to inno-
vation, quality, and customer satisfac-
tion. We are excited to continue growing
and evolving to meet the changing needs
of our clients and the industry.

In conclusion, Fletcher’s Contracting
is more than just a service provider; we
are a trusted partner in creating comfort-
able and safe environments for homes
and businesses alike. Whether you need
HVAC, Electrical, or Generator services,
our experienced team is here to help.
Thank you for choosing Fletcher’s Con-
tracting and we look forward to serving
you for many more years to come.

Elmer Moser and Sons, David Roes
Applications offer you efficient service

Elmer Moser and Sons,
along with David Roes Applica-

eliminates any “loss” of prod-
uct due to handling.

tions, have combined forces to
provide an efficient and com-
petitive lime service for Lewis
County and surrounding areas.

Our lime truck is a floater
which allows us to spread
with very little compaction or
“tracks” on your farm. With its
GPS capabilities, it allows us
to be very accurate with our
spreading rates and total con-
sistency. We deliver directly
from the pit to your farm which

David Roes Applications has
variable rate spreading fertil-
izer equipment. They also do
seeding. Check out their rea-
sonable rates. This business is
afarmer helping farmers.

Give us a call today for infor-
mation or to place your order
— Darwin Moser, 315-376-
7826; David Roes, 315-376-
6092 or cell, 315-486-6462.
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Scanlon Funeral
Home serving
community 69 years

Our first funeral home
was established in Har-
risville 69 years ago, in
1956, by its founder,
James J. Scanlon, who
later expanded the firm
by opening a second fu-
neral home in Croghan
49 years ago, in 1973, and
since has served the Lewis
County area longer than
any other funeral firm.

Our continued pledge
will be to make our ser-
vices comprehensive, ap-
propriate and reasonable,
constantly adhering to
professional ethics and a
code of unselfish service
to our clients.

Both Scanlon Funeral
Home locations offer:

B Prearranged and
Pre-Funded Funeral
Trusts;

m Large and spacious
redecorated visitation
rooms;

®m Handicapped acces-
sible restrooms;

m Air-conditioned;

® Numerous pre-plan-
ning options;

® Honoring all veterans
with the admiration they
deserve;

m Serving all faiths with
our utmost respect;

[ ] Experienced

personnel available 24
hours, seven days a week.

Most importantly, fol-
lowing the death of a
loved one, we offer you
the ease of mind that your
family member will be es-
pecially cared for and that
our decades of superior
service and skill will allow
you to tend to the most
fundamental task — that
of dealing with your own
griefand that of your fam-
ily.

Scanlon Funeral Home,
MainStreet, Croghan, can
be reached at 315-346-
6311; Scanlon Funeral
Home, State Street, Har-
risville, can be reached at
315-543-2516.
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David Roes from Roes Applications, Route 26, Lowville.

Fuller Insurance Agency
Local Service, Local Knowledge

Fuller Insurance Agency,
Inc. is an independent insur-
ance agency offering all types
of insurance from auto, prop-
erty and life to all types of cli-
ents including individuals,
businesses, not-for-profits
and public entities.

The second generation
agency has been serving cli-
ents throughout Northern
New York for over 44 years.
Wilfred T. “Bill” Fuller found-
ed the agency on State Street
in Carthage in September,
1980. While many things have
changed since 1980, the agen-
cy remains committed to pro-
viding local service with local
knowledge.

Adam Fuller commented on
the current state of insurance.
“Insurance, particularly auto
insurance, is in a tough spot
right now. We call it a hard
market. Insurance companies
are taking rate increases, non-
renewing policies and some
are even ceasing to write new
business.” He added, “more
than ever, having a local in-
dependent insurance agent

INSURANCEAGENCY, INC.

Carthage, NY

is important, especially one
who provides local service
with local knowledge, to help
you navigate during turbulent
times.”

In July, 2021, Fuller Insur-
ance Agency became appoint-
ed to represent Erie Insurance
in New York. Erie Insurance
(Erie, PA and Rochester, NY)
offers a full line of property/
casualty insurance products
including auto and home-
owners insurance as well as
commercial insurance. Adam

Fuller, agency principal, said
“we’re extremely proud and
honored to represent Erie In-
surance. We both share simi-
lar values and a commitment
to service for our clients.”

In addition to Erie Insur-
ance, Fuller Insurance Agency
represents numerous other
national and regional carriers
plus access to specialty insur-
ance programs. For a full list
of insurance carriers and pro-
grams, please visit https://
www.fullerinsuranceagency.

N

f‘?" o b e o P
7 Fletcher’s
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ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - HVAL
FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED

Independent
Insurance Agents

You Need an Independent Insurance Agent

/ Personal Insurance *Business Insurance

, Many Different National and Regional Insurance Companies
All Under One Roof, Competitive Pricing, Free Quotes

Blended with Modem Website and Smart Phone Technology

110 South School St. 3715.493.2110

www.fullerinsuranceagency.com

" FOR YOUR LIME
SPREADING NEEDS

Darwin Moser (315) 376-7826
or David Roes (315) 376-6092
(Cell) (315) 486-6462

com/partners.html.

See FULLERE6
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YOUNG LAWY
OFFICE, PLLC

7659 N. State Street
Lowville, New York 13367
Telephone (315) 376-7543

254 State Street
Carthage New York 13619
TELEPHONE (315) 493-2642

G law.young.lowville@gmail.com 3

SCANLON
FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

Est. 1956  Serving Lewis County longer than any other Funeral Home

JAMES E. SCANLON Funeral Director

9791 Main Street ¢ P.O. Box 276 14187 State Street ¢ P.O. Box 129
Croghan, NY 13327 Harrisville, NY 13648
315-346-6311 315-543-2516
www.scanlonfuneral.com
jim@scanlonfuneral.com
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Moves Forward in 2025

Red

Red Barn Meats in 2013. Contributed.

What started off as a dream
is finally coming to fruition.
From a simple operation of-
fering mobile services to a
family run business that be-
gan in a garage and now is
busting at the seams, Red Barn
Meats, Inc. has become a well
known name in our commu-
nity offering USDA inspection,
custom meat cutting, deliver-
ies and nationwide shipping,
Red Barn Meatsis able to serve
the community in a variety of
ways. They specialize in offer-
ing locally sourced products
and meats at affordable prices.

been a goal for some time
but a process requiring lots
of patience, hard work and
persistence, from applying
to permits, purchasing prop-
erty, and seeing financial as-
sistance, the time has finally
come for the expansion proj-
ect to begin.

With the help of Hudson
Valley Agribusiness Develop-
ment Corporation and Natu-
rally Lewis, the project finally
began October 9, 2024. Pate
Dirt works began digging the
foundation and Adirondack
Valley Builders began pouring
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Sarn Meats, Inc.

Red Barn Meats expansion project underway in January.

Contributed.

In the last four months
and open lot has turned into
a very large building with a
roof, windows and rooms.
Seeing our dream come to life
is so exciting and we would
personally like to thank the
following businesses for their
help: Croghan Electric, T
Mechanical, Coldway, Mon-
nats Plumbing and Heating
and Amp Electric. Progress
remains steady with hopes
of completion in mid to late
spring.

We would like to thank our
customers and community
for their support and constant

“forward in faith.”

Serving others and mak-
ing lasting friendships is what
motivates us and brings us
joy. Thank you to our staff and
their families for all you do!

Our business is located at
9095 Brier Road, Croghan, NY
13327.

B We can be reached at 315-
346-1254.

B Visit our website at
https://redbarnmeatsinc.
com.

B Visit, like and share our
Facebook page at Red Barn
Meats, Inc.

B Instagram - redbarn-

Zeht's flowers is
ready for 2025

The team at Zehr’s Flow-
ers and Landscaping are
hard at work right now gear-
ing up for a busy 2025. The
commercial estimators are
in full swing bidding and lin-
ing up jobs so when Spring
comes we are ready for “go
time”. Our office staff have
also been busy executing
contracts and tying up all
the loose ends, so we are
ready for another busy sea-
son. We also have many em-
ployees working hard to get
their CDL’s so they can oper-
ate our big equipment.

We are excited to serve
you as we are going into our
23rd year of business and we
are honored to be a part of
the amazing community, we
call home!

It takes alot to win at busi-
ness, but it takes even more
to continue to win, year after
year. I fully believe that the
future is bright for the green
industry and I'm excited to
see the PROGRESS in 2025
here at Zehrs!

The need to expand has concrete. encouragement as we move meatsinc2024
Lewis County Hospital Foundation | Fyller
From E5

Supports Health System Growth

In 2024 the Lewis County
Health System made signifi-
cant improvements to the
physical campus and added
many new services to en-
hance quality healthcar for
our community .

The renovation of the
Med/Surg Wing was com-
pleted in 2024 and includes
24 state-of-the-art private
patient rooms with private
baths. The new and expand-
ed Critical Care Unit (CCU)
includes five private patient
rooms to ensure infection
prevention and privacy to
provide the highest quality
critical care for our patients.

A Comfort Care Room was
included in the Med/Surg
construction. In the Com-
fort Care Room, patients re-
ceive care that is focused on
comfort, quality of life and
dignity. The Comfort Care
Room is a large, private, and
homelike space for patients
and their families to spend
time together as they navi-
gate end-of-life care for their
loved one.

The Maternity Depart-
ment at Lewis County Gen-
eral Hospital reopened in
March 2024 to offer a local
option for expectant moth-
ers to deliver their babies
in Lewis County. The Lewis
County Hospital Founda-
tion, in collaboration with
Jeb’s Restaurant, provides
a special dinner for our new
parents to celebrate the birth
of their baby at Lewis County
General Hospital. The goal in
2025 is to deliver 185 babies!

Thanks to a generous grant
from Brookfield Renewables
US, the Maternity Depart-
ment now includes a new
Labor Lounge in the former
Maternity Department Oper-
ating Room. Patients can be
admitted under observation
to the Labor Lounge where
maternity staff can pro-
vide them with physical and
emotional support as they
prepare for the birth of their
child.

Based on an overwhelming
need for healthcare services
in the northern end of Lewis
County, the Harrisville Clinic
reopened in the fall of 2024,
joining our Copenhagen,
Beaver River and South Lewis
Clinics in providing local ac-
cess to quality healthcare
services for the residents in
the outlying areas of Lewis
County.

So many healthcare im-
provements happened at
the Health System in 2024
because of your generos-
ity. Please join us in con-
tinuing to build the future
of the Lewis County Health
System with a charitable

The Med/Surg Wing at Lewis County General Hospital includes a
Comfort Care Room for patients and their families to spend time
together as they navigate end-of-life care for their loved one.

donation to the Lewis County
Hospital Foundation. You
may make an on-line dona-
tion to a variety of restricted
funds including the Fund for
Hope, Lewis County Hos-
pice, the Lewis County Resi-
dential Health Care Facility
Activities Department and
many more at https://fund-
raise.givesmart.com/form/
twjhLQ. You may also mail

a donation to Lewis County
Hospital Foundation, 7785
North State Street, Lowville,
NY 13367. For more infor-
mation on ways to support
the Health System, including
how to become a 1931 Legacy
society member, please call
the Hospital Foundation of-
ficeat315-376-5110.
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APPLIANCE REPAIR

COMMERICAL - RESIDENTIAL - AGRICULTURAL

JUSTIN GRUNERT

10882 NYS RT. 126 - CARTHAGE, NY 13619

315-771-3310

E-MAIL « ELECTRIC3310@GMAIL.COM
FULLY INSURED ~ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Aaron Fuller, agency prin-
cipal, added “being an inde-
pendent agent means we have
choices for our clients. Today,
that means offering service
in-person, phone, email, text
Or on our agency’s consumer
portal app.”

Fuller Insurance Agen-
cy, Inc. is located at 110 S.
School Street, Carthage and
at 10 Court Street, Canton The
agency has eight staff mem-
bers who share over 100 years
of combined insurance expe-
rience. They can be contacted
in Carthage at 315.493.2110 or
in Canton at 315.386.3403 or
visit them on the web: www.
fullerinsuranceagency.com.

- | @

‘-.ilbi

The Fuller Agency team.

TIMOTHY A.

REAL ESTATE
WILLS

FARLEY, P.C.

ATTORNEY AT LAW

ESTATES AND TRUSTS
PERSONAL INJURY

CORPORATIONS

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES
TRAFFIC TICKETS

PARALEGALS:

TINA SOUKUP, REBECCA KNIGHT, ROBIN MCNAIRN, MATTHEW ASHCROFT,
KAYLA COMPO, KRISTIN TEFFT, MAYA SMITH

514 STATE STREET
CARTHAGE, NEW YORK
(315) 4939373

AND QUINN O’BRIEN

18874 US ROUTE 11

WATERTOWN, NEW YORK

(315) 788-2233

Red Barn Meats Inc.

“From Your Field To Your Freezer”
9095 Briot Road « Croghan, NY
315-346-1254

redbarnmeatsinc@gmaiI.com C

Jordan & Rachel Brandt

Owners

Custom & USDA Meat Processing

Beef, Pork, Goats & Lamb

0

www.redbarnmeatsinc.com

LOCALLY
SOURCED

DELIVERY

NATIONWIDE

SHIPPING

Like Us On
faceboo



A Pillar of Education,

Proudly serving the commu-
nities of Carthage, Fort Drum,
Copenhagen, Lowville, Beaver
Falls, and surrounding areas,
Augustinian Academy has built
a well-earned reputation as a
top-tier educational institution
for Pre-K through 8th-grade stu-
dents. Since its founding in 1885
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, the
Academy has remained deeply
committed to providing a faith-
based education grounded in ac-
ademic excellence, service, and
faith formation.

The school is known for its
small class sizes, dedicated staff,
and strong family-oriented envi-
ronment, which all contribute to
a personalized educational ex-
perience. Augustinian Academy
offers an education that spans
beyond academics to nurture
physical, emotional, and spiri-
tual growth. This commitment
extends to a wide range of extra-
curricular programs and oppor-
tunities for character develop-
ment and community service.
While Augustinian Academy is a
Catholic school, the foundations
of this faith offer spiritual forma-
tion for students of all denomina-

tions.

In addition to its commitment
to academic and community ser-
vice, Augustinian Academy has a
long history of organizing events
that bring the community to-
gether. The school’sannual Gala,
now in its 21st year, has become
a cornerstone of the commu-
nity’s social calendar. Originally
envisioned by the late principal
Sister John Mary as a fun night
for staff, parishioners, and com-
munity members, the Gala has
evolved into a major fundraising
event. This year, attendees will
enjoy al980s theme with “Retro
Rewind- An 80s Night to Remem-
ber,” featuring dinner, dancing,
silent auction, live music, raf-
fles, prizes and more. The event
is made possible through the
generosity of local Major Event
Sponsors- Carthage Area Hospi-
tal, Rob Sligar with Cross Country
Mortgage, the Sister of St. Joseph,
Iseneker Funeral Home, The
Knights of Columbus- Father
John Cosmis Council 291, and In-
digo Inkwell. Several other area
businesses and individual spon-
sors contribute through spon-
sorships and donations, offering
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gift certificates, raffle items, and
gift baskets for the silent auction.
These contributions play a vital
role in ensuring the continued
success of the school’s mission.
The Academy takes pride in nev-
er turning away a student due to
an inability to pay tuition, keep-
ingcosts as affordable as possible
to ensure access to quality edu-
cation for all families.

The Academy’s largest annual
fundraiser, the St. James Fair,
is another beloved community
event. With its wide variety of
food, live music, amusement
rides, games, and carnival at-
tractions, the fair draws record
crowds every summer. This year
marks the fair’s 51st year. The St.
James Fair is a testament to the
school’s deep roots in the com-
munity and its role in bringing
people together.

In terms of academics, Augus-
tinian Academy offers a rigorous
curriculum that not only meets
New York State Standards but is
also accredited through Cognia.
This accreditation assures that
we are rooted in our Catholic
identity while constantly im-
proving and expanding NYS

Standard achievement. Eighth-
grade students have the opportu-
nity to accelerate in subjects like
Math, earning high school cred-
its through NYS Regents courses.
The Academy also provides ad-
ditional support for students
with Individualized Educational
Plans and 504 Plans in partner-
ship with local public schools.
The school’s comprehensive ap-
proach includes regular classes
in physical education, music,
art, and technology, along with
a modern library and computer
lab.

Students also have the oppor-
tunity to participate in extracur-

ricular activities such as Science
Olympiad, Battle of the Books,
and intramural sports. Recently
competing at the Adirondack
Regional Science Olympiad, stu-
dents in grades 5th-8th earned
an overall 2nd place, earning the
opportunity to compete at the
State level this spring. The school
offers an After-care program
where students can take part in
activities such as baton twirling,
drama club and arts and crafts
while also leaving time to work
on homework and get the help
they need. These efforts reflect
Augustinian Academy’s dedica-
tion to fostering well-rounded

individuals who are prepared for
both academic success and life-
longlearning.

Augustinian Academy’s com-
mitment to academic excellence,
faith and service has made it a
cornerstone of the community,
offering a safe, nurturing envi-
ronment where students thrive
both in and out of the class-
room. With a focus on afford-
ability through scholarships, low
tuition, and busing services pro-
vided bylocal school districts, the
Academy ensures that a Catholic
education is accessible to all fam-
ilies. Looking ahead, Augustin-
ian Academy remains dedicated
to providing a well-rounded
educational experience that fos-
ters academic success, spiritual
growth, and active community
engagement. As the school pre-
pares for the 2025-2026 school
year, it continues to accept ap-
plications and invites prospec-
tive families to explore the many
opportunities it has to offer. For
more information or to schedule
a visit, families can visit www.c-
augustinian.org or contact the
school directly at 315-493-1301.

The tradition continues for Freeman’s Tafty

AUGUSTINIAN
-I- ACADEMY

Faith, jkLﬂduﬂlk [;'
and Servi

The Freeman Family is
ready to begin its 130th year
of making their delicious tafty
products.

The taffy stand at the top
of the hill at the Lewis County
Fairgrounds was originally
owned and operated by Char-
lie and Minnie Ryan.

They also operated the
Green Gate Fine Candy Store
on State Street. The Ryan’s
built the taffy stand at its
present location in 1895, and
that original structure is still
utilized today.

Family stories recall that
they started out only making
only four flavors of taffy a far
cry from their 21-flavor selec-
tion today.

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan died in
the 1950s, as did Clarence Ry-
an. Clarence’s brother in-law,
Lester Freeman and his wife
Nora then toke over the op-
eration of the taffy business.
They were later joined by Bet-
ty, Beryl and his wife Cornelia
(Tip).

In 1976, their son, Jim and
his wife Christine took con-
trol of the stand. Their chil-
dren and grandchildren grew
up learning the trade and help
to this day.

Although the operation
has changed hands through
the generations, the actual
process of taffy making has
changed very little. The candy
is still made on the same coal
stove, although it has been
converted to gas. The candy
still gets cooled on white hard
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Hannah Freeman, Scott Freeman, Lorl Freeman, Carll Freeman,
Chris Freeman, Heather Reed, Kyla Reed, John Reed, Cole Reed,
Ryan Reed, Teresa Freeman and Shawn Freeman.

marbles and then hand-cut as
it was done in 1895. While the
taffy used to be hand pulled,
it is now machine pulled. The
old hook hangs on site as are-
minder of days gone by. The
recipe has also remained in-
tact, using only sugar, water,
flavors and coloring.

You can buyastick or kisses
at the original stand on top
of the hill, still made the old
way... As Beryl once stated,
“with a lot of love and sweet-
ness and a drop of water from
heaven.”

One special flavor of kiss
is a regionally favorite as it
contains pure Lewis County
Maple Syrup.

The layout of the fair has
changed over the years, and,
to spare some fairgoers the

walk up the hill, the Freemans
have added a second loca-
tion next to the Information
Booth. You will still want to
head up the hill to see where
the taffy was made and maybe
grab a fresh sample, but our
trailer also offers; sno-cones,
nachos, popcorn and lemon-
ade.

Even though the taffy tradi-
tion centers around the week
of the Lewis County Fair,
their Pure Maple Taffy Kisses
are also available at various
north country businesses.
These kisses can be found at
Lowville Producer’s Cheese
Store, Miller’s Meat Market,
Thousands Islands River Rat
Cheese Store, Burrville Cider
Mill, Massey Ranch, Colwell’s
Farm Market, Brantingham

Share In The Tradition...

FREEMAN'S TREATS

130 Years of Chewy Goodness

.21 Delicious Flavors Of Our Time-Honored Taffy!
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 315-376-6187

SI:Ilinu what God's growing

Hnwers@landsnning

8484 VanAmber Road, GCastorland, NY 13620
Phone: 315-376-3086

www.zehrsflowers.com

A Special Thanks To Our Local Community For Helping
Our Progress In 2024 Be A Successful One!

Station, Steiner’s Sugar Shack
amd Widrick Maple. In ad-
dition to the Cream Cheese
Festival, The Freeman'’s Taffy
and Treats concession trail-
er has expanded to include
Lewis County Food Truck
Friday events. We would like
to thank these businesses for
carrying our products and al-
lowing us to continue the tra-
dition.

Sadly, Jim passed away on
October 8, 2020. Although
he, along with his expertise is
missed; his wife Chris along
with their children Heather
and John Reed, Scott and Lori
Freeman, Shawn and Teresa
Freeman and five grandchil-
dren Ryan, Cole and Kyla
Reed,

Hannah and Carli Free-
man are carrying on this long-
standing tradition.

130 years of a family tradi-
tion is something the Free-
man Family is extremely
proud of and wishes to thank
the community who has
played alarge partin support-
ing this tradition.

Prnchual through 8th grade.

Welcoming students of all faiths!

Military families and
mid-year transfers welcome!

Tuition assistance available.

Busing of fered from Fort Drum and
surrpunding school districts.

@ GROWMARK FS, LLC

KNOWLEDGE ¢ SERVICE « RESULTS

Serving the agricultural community for over 100 years.

Crop Nutrient Sales & Custom Application
Crop Protection 5ales & Custom Application
Seed Sales - Corn, Soybeans, and Forages

Let us help you get more out of each acre.

8624 NY-26 | Lowville, 13367 | 315-877-4142
BRINGING YOU WHAT'S NEXT"

.« Lewis Caunty General Hospital ~ 1931

1931 Legacy
Society

$5,000 Donation

FOUNDING MEMBER

LEWIS COUNTY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

1954 -

cZegacy (O0clel
The 1931 Legacy Sucfety was established to commemorate the year

Lewis County General Hospital was founded and raise funds to support
quality healthcare for our community in perpetutity.

For more
information or to
bacome a
1931 Legacy Society
Member, please call
3165.376.5110

Lawis County Hospl tal

FDUHDATIDH

Imnmating iwime hapurs wi Sur m g

1931 Legacy
Society

VISIONARY MEMEBER
$25,000 Donation
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MORE
BEAUTY.

LESS
WORK.

Pre-Finished Eastern White
Pine For Easy Installation

EZ-Lock End-Matching

Installation is faster with minimal trimming necessary and far
less waste than traditional methods!

Now Available in 3 patterns (plus trim!),

2 widths and 12 colors!
Manufactured locally in Carthage, New York

www.johnsonpine.com

Johnson Lumber Company, LLC, also known as Johnson Pine,
celebrates its 48th year of business in 2025! Since our last
update, we have much to share as far as progress and plans.
In 2017, neighboring property was purchased to expand
operations including the addition of our new building as well
as two warehouses. Our new building currently houses our
second planer mill, allowing us to plane an additional 40,000
BF per day! Also within this building are our upgraded state-
of-the-art pre-finishing machines for our tongue and groove
pine and trim. Our office and sales team moved into the
new building, and trucks are now able to be loaded inside
out of the elements. Around the yard other improvements
have also been made including a reorganized log yard that
includes lighting for evening deliveries, sprinkler system to
water our log supply as needed, installation of a five head
stenner in our sawmill to utilize more from each log, and the
reintegration of a third dry kiln. A partnership with National
Grid allowed for upgraded drives throughout the mill to
reduce energy demand load. As we continued to grow, our
original pre-finishing line was put back into service and now
runs as needed to fulfill special orders and miscellaneous
items, simultaneously to the new machines. For deliveries,
we invested in two tractor trailers, as well as three fifth wheel trucks to pull 34 foot tarped sided trailers for smaller deliveries. New multi-directional
Combilift forklifts were purchased to organize inventory and load trucks with ease. To best utilize by-products, Johnson Lumber now bales a
sawdust/shavings/fiber blend into 4 foot round bales. These round bales are used by farms for bedding all over NYS. We now have a tarping
system for all incoming trucks, to allow easy, safe tarping over the lumber units for protection. Beginning in Spring 2025, we are excited to offer
pine mulch in various colors to wholesale accounts in bulk. All improvements and changes have been made strategically to optimize efficiency
and safety!

In the lumber industry, Johnson Lumber is well known for high quality products. Our lumber ships across the country, truckloads to Minnesota,
Tennessee, Michigan, Virginia, Florida and more! Our membership in Lumber Merchandising Corporation, and partnership with a wholesaler in
New England, has opened new avenues of growth for our products. The future is bright and Johnson Lumber is proud to be part of the Carthage
and Lewis County community!

Current plans for the future include improvements to our sawmill, product growth into additional states, and continued efficiency, safety and
quality control measures. Transitioning to three of the second generation is also in the works!

Our progress and success are in major thanks to our wonderful crew. Our dedicated employees are the key and we are honored to have such
wonderful individuals on our team. In addition to our team, our retailers are the best partners we could ask for. We are grateful to have so many
wonderful lumber retailers, promoting and stocking our products, and distributing them to their fine contractors and homeowners.

PRODUCED LOCALLY IN CARTHAGE, NY JOHNSONPINE.COM -I: JOHNSON LUMBERLLC
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Schumer announces funding

By Elaine M. Avallone
eavallone@lowville.com

Originally published Dec.
11,2024

U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Charles E. Schumer paid a
visit to the Kraft Heinz plant
Dec. 6 to share with company
officials information about
funding he helped secure
earlier this year to upgrade
the plant making it more en-
ergy efficient.

According to a press re-
lease from the senator’s of-
fice, Kraft Heinz received an
estimated $22 million in fed-
eral funding secured from the
U.S. Department of Energy’s
Industrial Demonstrations
Program to upgrade and de-
carbonize its heating process
to reduce carbon emissions
in pursuit of the company’s
zero carbon by 2050 goal.

The upgrades will
strengthen the plant and
make it more sustainable.

Opening the press confer-
ence, Sen. Schumer congrat-
ulated the Kraft Heinz plant
for successfully bringing back
the Guinness World Record
for the largest cheesecake.

Sen. Schumer pointed
out during the press confer-
ence, hislong history with the
plant which he help to keep
operating in 2015 when it was
atrisk to close.

“Lowville’s Heinz Kraft
dairy plant has long been the
cream of the crop, a lynchpin
of the North Country’s dairy
industry, which is why I per-
sonally worked on an agree-
ment to successfully save
nearly a thousand jobs back
in 2015,” the senator said. “I
promised to keep fighting to
grow the plant ever since, and
I'm thrilled today to say that
a promise made is a promise
kept. The plant is thriving and
recently secured a major $22
million federal investment
to upgrade and decarbonize

for Kraft-Heinz plant

Surrounded by Kraft Heinz officials and employees, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer, center, holds a tub of Philadelphia Cream Cheese during a press
conference at the dairy plant in Lowville. Elaine M. Avallone/Johnson Newspapers

its heating process to signifi-
cantly reduce carbon emis-
sions from the Inflation Re-
duction Act and Bipartisan
Infrastructure & Jobs Law.
I'm thrilled that the feds are
churning up resources to cre-
ate a cleaner, greener future
for the plant and these laws
are continuing to deliver for
the North Country.”

Kraft Heinz has suc-
cessfully completed award

negotiations with the Depart-
ment of Energy on Phase I of
the planned four-phase proj-
ect.

Phase 1 scope of work will
include planning, permitting,
design and optimization ac-
tivities and should take about
20 months starting Deceme-
ber 2024.

According to Sen. Schum-
er, Kraft Heinz and the De-
partment of Energy will work

out goals and timeline for the
completion of the project.

“In 2024, Schumer helped
Kraft Heinz secure an up to
$170.9 million award from the
DOE IDP to upgrade and de-
carbonize its heating process
in a sustainable and efficient
way while creating good-
paying new jobs, developing
Kraft’s existing workforce,
engaging with labor and
community stakeholders,”

stated the press release.

Kraft Heinz’s “Delicious
Decarbonization Through
Integrated Electrification and
Energy Storage Project” will
help the company decarbon-
ize production at as many as
11 facilities, including the
Lowville plant, by applying a
range of state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, such as heat pumps,
electric heaters, and electric
boilers in combination with

sustainable fuel boilers, so-
lar thermal, solar panels, and
thermal energy storage.
“Implementing these
technologies at each facil-
ity is expected to reduce an-
nual emissions by as much
as 100,000 metric tons of
carbon dioxide per year,
translating to a significant re-
duction from 2022 levels for
Kraft Heinz, all while helping

See PLANTF3

The economic outlook for Lewis County

By Brittany Davis
Naturally Lewis Executive Director

As we move into 2025,
Lewis County is at the center
of opportunity and transfor-
mation. At Naturally Lewis,
our mission is to foster a
strong, sustainable econ-
omy through strategic in-
vestments, thoughtful risk-
taking and the creation of
opportunities for business-
es—large and small, new
and established.

Guided by our new 2025-
2027 strategy, we are fo-
cused on:

B Building our commu-
nity through asset develop-
ment

B Inspiring our people —
entrepreneurs, youth and
leaders

m Strengthening partner-
ships and collaboration

® Sustaining a lasting leg-
acy for Naturally Lewis Inc.

Through these efforts,
we are working to ensure
that Lewis County remains
a place where businesses
thrive and people want to
live, work, play, and invest.
Our key priorities for the
coming year include:

Strengthening Local Busi-
ness and Industry

Our focus this year is on
helping businesses grow
through local and state in-
centives, loans, and grant
programs, with a particular
emphasis on manufacturing,

tourism, and small business
development.

The Jefferson-Lewis Man-
ufacturing Alliance contin-
ues to be a vital initiative,
bringing together industry
leaders to foster innovation,
collaboration, and problem-
solving, ensuring that our
region remains competitive.
At the same time, we con-
tinue to support entrepre-
neurs and small businesses
through programs that help
them launch, scale, and sus-
tain their operations. At the
end of 2024, we have been
able to award $192,000 from
our Community Econom-
ic Development Program
Grant Funds to local busi-
nesses, which has led to a
$607,000 in total project in-
vestment. Lewis County is
an entrepreneurial-friendly
place, and we’re proud to
champion that effort.

Revitalization and Site
Development

Vacant property revital-
ization has been a top prior-
ity for the past three years.
Through our partnership
with Lewis County, we es-
tablished a fund to incen-
tivize property owners to
transform vacant spaces in-
to businesses, housing, and
lodging. This program has
awarded $690,500 in funding
to property owners, which
hasresulted in a total project
investment of $5,585,928.
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Naturally Lewis Naturally Lewis, Inc., on behalf of the Lewis County Development Corporation, is

accepting Requests for Expressions of Interest for the Lyons Falls Mill Site located within the Village

of LyonsFalls.

In addition, we developed
a Property & Site Develop-
ment Plan as part of our
2024-2027 strategic plan to
guide our efforts in adaptive
reuse and greenfield site de-
velopment. The Lewis Coun-
ty IDA’s new Universal Tax
Exemption Policy now in-
centivizes not just new con-
struction, but also the reuse

of existing spaces—creating
more opportunities for busi-
nesses to grow within our
communities.

Tourism and Placemaking

With the addition of a
dedicated Director of Tour-
ism under Naturally Lewis
Inc., we have a strategic fo-
cus on tourism development
and promotion—not just for

visitors, but for the benefit of
our residents as well.

In 2024, we launched Dis-
cover Tug Hill, a regional
tourism brand promot-
ing the four counties of the
Tug Hill Region. With visi-
tor numbers and tourism
spending on the rise over
the past two years, our fo-
cus is now on sustainable

development—ensuring
that tourism growth en-
hances the quality of life for
residents while providing an
exceptional experience for
visitors.

The Future of Naturally
Lewis Inc.

Naturally Lewis Inc. is
the result of a long-term vi-
sion. As a newly established
nonprofit, we successfully
merged economic devel-
opment services and the
Chamber of Commerce, cre-
ating a unified, one-stop-
shop for business support.

This collaboration had
been discussed for 15 years,
but in 2023-2024, we made
it a reality — bringing a
streamlined, efficient ap-
proach to business and eco-
nomic development.

Lewis County is full of op-
portunity, and the future
is bright. Naturally Lewis,
alongside the county, mu-
nicipal, and economic de-
velopment partners, is
dedicated to continuing the
momentum of growth and
innovation. By working to-
gether, we can ensure that
Lewis County remains a
place where businesses suc-
ceed, communities grow and
thrive, and people choose
to make Lewis County their
home to live, work, build
business and play.
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Widrick Auto Sales has been locally owned and
operated in Watertown since 1980.

Co-owners James Widrick and Steven Widrick both are Jefferson County natives.

Widrick Auto Sales has been locally owned and operated in Watertown
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since 1980. Co-owners James Widrick and Steven Widrick both are
Jefferson County natives. Widrick Auto Sales is always expanding,
looking to better serve the needs of our customers. We are carrying
the largest inventory in its history, providing quality pre-owned
vehicles at competitive prices. Facility expansion is ongoing and we
recently opened a new detailing shop to maximize our ability to
process vehicles for sale, as well as, provide quality detail services

for our customers. Widrick Auto Sales specializes in finding finance
options for all credit situations including first time buyers, bankruptcy

and repossession.

To service what we sell, our facility offers a full service department, as
well as a state of the art collision and body shop with over 50 years of
combined experience. Look to us first for your next preowned vehicle.
Your experience here will be transparent and accommodating and you
won’'t want to buy anywhere else. We make it easy, that’s what we do!

2017 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI SPORT

15917. Titan Black, 100,255 miles

514,399

14705. Medium Earth Gray, 75,582 miles

526,999

2020 ACURA TLX

15660. AWD,Majestic Black Pearl, 50,323 miles

327,999

| -
..I- -

YA

e

RATT N s
2021 FORD RANGER XLT

15777. Carbonized Gray, 42,767 miles

329 999

2018 FORD TRANSIT VAN

15761. Oxford White, 122,501 miles

521,999

327 999

s

2019 HONDA RIDGELINE RTL

15640. Modern Steel Metallic, 78,005 miles

524 799"

\ e, =
i - —— EI 3

2019 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
15498. Bright White Clear Coat, 87,643 miles

320,999

4
2018 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
15851. Deep Ocean Blue Metallic, 66,732 miles

3319997

2019 DODGE DURANGO SXT

15872. White Knuckle Clear Coat, 95,853 miles

519 999 Fuw:

2017 DODGE JOURNEY SE

15889. Redline 2 Pearl Coat, 70,276 miles

2019 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED
15270. Agate Black, 70,976 miles

524 999 :u

e
rn

2018 JEEP WRANGLER JK

UNLIMITED RUBICON
15314. Tan, 65,255 miles

527,999

title & reg.

2021 KIA K5 LXS

15887. Ebony Black, 86,126 miles

514,399

311,999,

2020 NISSAN ARMADA SL

15658. Super Black, 86,732 miles

326,599

e LR _.JQ?T_.:::
2020 RAM 2500 BIG HORN

15822. Bright White Clear Coat, 100,515 miles

o FG
e

36,999:::.

-

2019 SUBARU CROSSTREK 2.0I
LIMITED WAGON

15865. Blue, 77,109 miles

320,999

20&1 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA GLI

15901. Pure Gray, 49,513 miles

321,999

“We make it easy, that’s what we do!

For 44 years.”

Outer Washington St.,

Watertown, New York
(315) 788-1913

www.widrickautosales.com
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create hundreds of good pay-
ing construction jobs,” said
the senator, who described
the Lowville plant as a na-
tional model for clean energy.
“At the Lowville Kraft Heinz
plant, the funding will help
develop a tailored approach
toreplace aging gas and other
high carbon emitting tech-
nologies with sustainable,
energy efficient and environ-
mentally friendly alternatives
that are best suited to the
needs of the plant, workforce,
and community.”

Inaddition to the Lowville
plant, this award could help
Kraft Heinz will boost decar-
bonization efforts in Cham-
paign, Ill.; Kendallville, Ind.;
Mason City, lowa; New Ulm,
Minn.; Columbia, MO; Gran-
ite City, Ill.; Fremont, Ohio;
Mason, Ohio; Garland, Texas;
and Winchester, Va.

Moving Mountains

(ate

MENU

“Funded by the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law and
Inflation Reduction Act,
which Schumer led to pas-
sage as Majority Leader, the
Department of Energy’s In-
dustrial Demonstrations
Program (IDP) funds proj-
ects that focus on the highest
emitting and hardest to abate
industries where decarbon-
ization technologies can have
the greatest impact: iron and
steel, cement and concrete,
chemicals and refining, food
and beverage, paper and for-
est products, aluminum,
other energy-intensive man-
ufacturing industries and
cross-cutting technologies,”
states the press release. “The
program aims to accelerate
decarbonization projects in
energy-intensive industries
and provide American manu-
facturers a competitive ad-
vantage in the race to lead the
world in low- and net-zero
carbon manufacturing.”
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Hills Hometown Carwash looks
forward to another great year

Hello everyone!

We would like to thank our
customers for another great
year of business. We would
like to thank Doug and Mary
Hanno again for continuing
to be available any time we
had questions about any-
thing. In the words of Doug “It
never happened to me in 20
years”, which has become our
running joke. This year has
tested both our patience and
skills with some of the pesky
issues that have popped up.
This has truly been a year of
trials, tribulations and learn-
ing but we wouldn’t have it
any other way.

The past year we have com-
pleted a few projects that we
had on our 5 year plan. In-
cluding installing a light on

Moving Mountains

(afe

FLAVORS

- REGULAR

our flag pole, replacing our
outer Bay wall and restruc-
turing, as well as fixing some
holes in our driveway/black-
top.

Our future projects hope to
include installing solar pan-
els or EV charging stations.
We also hope to install an au-
tomatic door opener on one
of the self-serve bays to assist
the public with opening the
doors effortlessly. We have
also floated around several
other ideas in our 5 year plan,
so be on the lookout for new
things to come.

Thank you again for anoth-
er great year of business. We
look forward to the upcoming
year and hope to have a little
less rain and a little more sun.

)
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FOOD MEN

Brovwn Sugar Clnnanson Mocha SUGAR FREE’

Butter Pecan Peanun Butter

Carmel Peppermint & Coarmiel

Cheesecake Praline * Mocha

Cinnamon Pumpkin » Vamilla

Coconul Saled Carmel

English Toffes hl.nr1|1.'d|-;..l o=

Haxzelna Toasted dMarshmallow 1 i

|';i£;| !,':-I,._n-_ Tofee Mt l'-h:' -'\ [" R U IT

ltalian Eggnog :\'-\..Ill.kl o =

Maple White Chocolste Apple —
Rlackberry Preach
e Rasgherry ESPPETY

=» REFRESHERS ==

Cotton Candy =~ .
o e Watermelon

= "
o HOT
1oz Jinsg
Latte 3.5 .23 a8, I;[ F N D]_' D
Cappuccing 375 4,25 g 4
Hl:i,-l.:lrll'. 3.00 L.50 e 2
Hot Chooolat 400 1.4l
Chai Latue &0 4 50 1o 2oz
Macchiato 375 425 . i F
ADpE 4.50 -
ARG EAL ] a0 : I,_IJII\I _: : : 21.'
Brewed Miox 250 200 225 Jos = e
Huot Chocolate 4.0 450
Fruit Smoothies .0 a0
Millesluke 500
| P e | .
ICED Kids cup OME SIZE 2.00
bz o W e
{r TEA
loed Colfes LTS 475
loed Latte 450 i 6oz oz
foed Chid Latte 450 5,060
Feed Macchiato 450 500 leed Tea 250 S.0HF
loed Americano 350 4.00 Hot Tea ONESIZE 100
Shaken Espressn .50 a5
Refreshers 400 4,50
Red Bull Hefresher = G50 & LXTR AS
Espresso Shot .00
Almond ATkt Milk Extra Flivoor S
Sweet Cream Cold Foam 125 Breve 10

Ruchermy Pincapple
Mango Struwberry
Passionfimi Watermelo
Peach Yureu

« MILKSHAKES

' SMOOTHIES

BREAKFAST ) LUNCH

made with epy, cheese K your
chice of ment and bread

Peach
Strawisrry Rinana

Wikdberry

Chocolate
Peanut Butter

Strawberry

Vanilla

and your choioe of cheese

= -Racan * Cheese 5,00
* Sanisag = Ham & Chesse B0
» Withouwt meat 00 » Uhicke o Rancl 8200
= Pagel Sl = Puf Tl 750
= English Muffin 4,50 Roust Becl BOD
& Homemade Toast 450 = The Adirondack .50
Daput L50 ahich et Burn & B i
Bagel 150 Cheeses: American, Swiss, Provolone
Cinnamon Rall i25 r
Wraps -whim s 12.00
English Mulfin Toast 250 idil . Ry
Turnover 15 comes with chips & a pickle
Muffin 1.5 and your ¢ s all chiccae
P A o 1
> SOUP
*“When svailatie 4.00
|
= arge
- = k 10.00
Ex rR ﬁ\s ofiens, cheese, crowons
Syeith meat 1200
Datthed Water LW} Saruall sicle salad 3,00
Sola 150
Chips Dressing choices; Fanch, e

Lon
Chisck our Faoebook page for weskly specialal

Moving Mountains Cafe in Croghan, NY

Moving Mountains Cafe in Croghan offers a warm and friendly atmosphere while serving a
variety of speciality and seasonal beverages, including lattes, cappuccinos, frappes, and hot
or iced coffees. Additionally, they offer delicious sourdough bagel breakfast sandwiches,
soups, paninis, pastries, and much more. Moving Mountains Cafe has an abundance of indoor

seating, seasonal outdoor seating, a drive through window, and takeout options.
Come and see us at 9719 State Rte. 812, Croghan,
or call us at 315-301-4015.

Chieese, fallan, Vina
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2024 Year in Review

GYMO Architecture,
Engineering and Land
Surveying, DPC

GYMO Architecture, Engineer-
ing, & Land Surveying, DPC had
an eventful 2024, filled with com-
munity engagement, professional
accomplishments, and exciting
projects that continue to enhance
the North Countryregion.

GYMO remained actively in-
volved in local events and initia-
tives throughout the year. Staff at-
tended the Tug Hill Commission’s
Local Government Conference,
Naturally Lewis’ Economic

Development Conference, SU-
NY Potsdam Local Government
Conference, Spring Conference
for Public Housing Authorities,
and the Clayton Climate Smart
Community Public Information
Session. We were also proud to
be sponsors for the Tyler R Christ-
man Foundation’s 3rd Annual
ATV/UTV “Ride for Ty” and the
203rd Lewis County Fair, among
other local events and initiatives.
The team enjoyed time together at
the Great Watertown North Coun-
try Chamber of Commerce Golf
Tournament, as well as our own

annual GYMO Open and BBQ
at Thompson Park Golf Course.
We wrapped up the year with the
annual North Country Festival
of Trees, where we were excited
to win the “Most Elegant” award.
Our team members are not just
making a living - they're making
a difference, and we are proud of
their individual causes of choice.

This year brought significant
professional growth within our
team. The firm was able to grow
with quality individuals who are
committed to improving the
North Country. We are proud to
announce that the following peo-
plejoined GYMOin 2024.

Construction Management:

*Neal Moser - Senior Construc-
tion Manager, bringing years of
experience in overseeing larges-
cale projects and ensuring quality
execution.

* Mark Cote - Senior Construc-
tion Manager, utilizing his exper-
tise in project coordination and
site management to support our
clients.

Engineering:

« Matthew Mehaffy, PE - Senior
Project Engineer specializing in
Structural Engineering, providing
critical analysis and design solu-
tions for various projects.

* Ryan Aubertine and Connor
Chawgo - Design Engineers, con-
tributing to project development

with innovative engineering
solutions.

Architecture:

* Konrad Krysztoforski - Archi-
tecture Intern from Endicott Col-
lege, gaining valuable hands-on
experience in the field.

Administration:

* Emily Rogers - Administrative
Assistant for Construction Man-
agement, helping to streamline
operations and support project
teams.

¢ David Nisley - Marketing Co-
ordinator, enhancing GYMO'’s
outreach, branding, and commu-
nication strategies.

Several of our team mem-
bers also achieved notable ac-
complishments this year. McK-
enzee Fisk-Kamide further

demonstrated her leadership
skills by graduating from the Jef-
ferson Leadership Institute, a
prestigious program aimed at
developing the next generation of
community leaders. Zach Scordo

received his Professional Land
Surveying License. Peter Clough,
Director of Construction Manage-
ment, was honored as the newest
president of the Northern New
York Builders Exchange at their
annual dinner, a well-deserved
recognition of his contributions to
theindustry.

As we look ahead, GYMO is
excited to continue growing our
team and is actively hiring for sev-
eral positions, including Design
Engineer, Project Engineer, Senior
Project Engineer, and Senior Con-
struction Manager.

GYMO also continued to ex-
pand our reach and impact
through a range of projects, work-
ing with a variety of healthcare
facilities, municipalities, private
residences, and nonprofit organi-
zations.

Existing Projects:

* The Historical Globe Build-
ing - This iconic mixed-use build-
ingwill soon feature BOCES in the
vibrant commercial space on the
first floor and stylish market-rate
apartments on the second floor.

* Downybrook Nature Reserve
(OBI) - Land surveying and map
designs

* Ducks Unlimited — ALTA sur-
veys

* Watertown Savings Bank’s
Lending Center — The new lend-
ing center was completed, with
a courtyard and elevated bridge
connecting over 40 offices with ex-
istingheadquarters.

* City of Watertown’s Thomp-
son Park - Phase 1 of the Trail Ex-
pansion Project was completed,
enhancing accessibility and con-
nectivity throughout the western
area of the historic park.

* Oswego County’s Camp Zer-
be — A new ADA accessible bath-
house and new sewer system were
designed and constructed.

¢ Thousand Islands Central
School District — Phase 1 of el-
ementary school renovations is
complete! The $23 million capital
project included the removal of
over 35,000 square feet of asbestos
plaster ceilings, upgrading heat-
ing systems, installing new ener-
gy-efficient LED lighting,

reconstructing parking lots,
and installing new fire alarm sys-
tems and public address systems
forenhanced safety.

¢ Altmar-Parish-Williamstown
Central School District-Phase 2 of
construction was completed.

The project included a new au-
ditorium with increased seating
capacity, state-of-the-art sound
and lighting system, an expanded
stage, and a green room to support
district theatrical performances.

e Town of Potsdam’s Parks
- The Town of Potsdam hired
GYMO for Grant Writing and En-
gineering Services. Conceptual
designs have been developed for
Unionville Park located in Pots-
dam and Postwood Park located
in Pierrepont. These designs will

See GYMO F6

HILL’S
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From Humble Beginnings to Award-Winning;
The Story of T1m Frahck Custom Calls

By MARION GRANT

In 1985, a friend in the Ad-
irondacks introduced Tim
Fralick to the world of turkey
hunting. Eager to begin, Tim
quickly realized the cost of
the gear and decided to craft
his own calls. His inaugural
creation? A piece of hand-
cut slate nestled in a dis-
carded Skoal can.

This makeshift call
sparked a deep dive into the
art of game calling. Already
a talented woodworker, Tim
began experimenting with
different wood species, dis-
covering the nuances of each
for box calls and pot calls.
He meticulously honed his
craft, learning to coax a sym-
phony of sounds from his
creations, from soft purrs to
loud yelps that would make
any turkey take notice.

Tim Fralick plays a turkey call. Contributed.

Tim then pioneered hy-
brid pot calls, pairing acrylic
with various woods, a com-
bination that garnered him
4th, 5th, and 6th place fin-
ishes at the National Wild

Turkey Federation’s Nation-
al Call Maker’s Competition.
He expanded his repertoire
to include the Burrville
Bomber Long Box Call and
effective locator calls.

As his skills increased,
he applied his expertise to
crafting a diverse range of
calls for deer, waterfowl,
and predators. Each call is
a testament to his dedica-
tion, meticulously hand-
crafted in his workshop us-
ing a wood lathe. Only the
reeds are sourced externally;
every other component is
born from his skilled hands
and meticulously tuned and
tested to ensure it delivers
the perfect sound.

While awards like 1st,
2nd, and Best of Class at
the Virginia State NWTF
Call Maker’s Competition
are certainly a feather in his
cap, Tim finds the greatest
reward in the success of his
customers. Their photos and
stories truly fuel his passion.

Northern Beginnings Realty

Northern Beginnings
realty blossoms

Northern Beginnings Re-
alty was founded in Novem-
ber of 2023, by Broker/Owner
Amanda Mattimore, a lifetime
resident of the North Country.
Before starting Northern Be-
ginnings Realty LLC, Amanda
had over 9 years of Real Estate
experience.

With over 250 transactions
and years of continued educa-
tion she decided it was time to
start her own dream.

2024 was Northern Begin-
nings Realty LLC first full year
in business, helping over 25
families buy or sell their prop-
erties. We have hired two

_i%*ﬂﬂ@ﬂ?@mﬂ@i‘d%

LIL MINX
Short Box
Turkey Call
$50

brand new agents and hired
an experienced agent from an-
other brokerage. Amanda and
her family built an office in
Croghan, which they are very
proud of.

Our goals for 2025 are to
make Northern Beginnings
Realty LLC a household name
in Jefferson and Lewis Coun-
ty. We are looking forward
to business growth so that all
four of our agents can become
full-time and be blessed to
help our community.

Northern Beginnings Realty
LLC are very Thankful for the
opportunity to serve you!

WHAT PEOPLE
ARE BUYING

THE LAST

HURRAH

TP4

Turkey Call
=] $45

Tel: 1-315-767-5802 « EMAIL: timfralickcustomcalls@gmail.com
www.timfralickcustomcalls.com

HOMETOWN‘

(Y 7365 UTICA BL)

5 LOWVILLE )
[ 315-884°0337.

AMANDA MATTIMORE

Licensed R.E. Broker/Owner

amanda@northernbeginningsrealty.com
0:315-227-3227 C: 315-783-7936
www.northernbeginningsrealty.com
10245 St. Rt. 812, Castorland, NY 13620

Northern Beginnings
Realty, LLC

~a BEVERLY SWIERNIK

Licensed R.E. Broker

bev@northernbeginningsrealty.com
0:315-227-3227 C: 315-765-1506
www.northernbeginningsrealty.com
10245 St. Rt. 812, Castorland, NY 13620

Northern Beginnings
Realty, LLC

TONI NEWMAN

Licensed R.E. Salesperson

toni@northernbeginningsrealty.com
0:315-227-3227 C: 315-227-3227
www.northernbeginningsrealty.com
10245 St. Rt. 812, Castorland, NY 13620

Northern Beginnings
Realty, LLC

PETER KILCER

Licensed R.E. Salesperson

peter@northernbeginningsrealty.com
0:315-586-2030 C: 315-227-3227
www.northernbeginningsrealty.com
10245 St. Rt. 812, Castorland, NY 13620

Northern Beginnings
Realty, LLC

~ Northern Beginnings
Realty, LLC

10245 NY-812, Castorland, NY 13620

northernbeginningsrealty.com

Architecture m Construction Management
Engineering®Land Surveying

18969 US Rt.11, Watertown, NY 13601

email: web@gymodpc.com

www.gymodpc.com

p. 315-788-3900
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A Rising Multi-Discipline
Design Firm Welcomes New
Employees to the Team

Aubertine and Currier Ar-
chitects, Engineers & Land Sur-
veyors, PLLC is a NYS Certified
Women Business Enterprise lo-
cated in the City of Watertown.
For over 25 years, we have been
servicing clients throughout
the North Country by lead-
ing projects with innovative,
efficient design while grow-
ing long-lasting, professional
relationships with clients and
colleagues. Through decades
of hard work and expertise, we
have become a major player in
the developments happening
in our local communities.

We would like to take this op-
portunity to introduce our new
hires this past year.

We are happy to welcome Ju-
lian Meares III to our Land Sur-
veying Department as a Survey
Technician. Julian hails from
Bel Air, Maryland, and has lived
in North Carolina, Florida, and
Virginia before settling in Wa-
tertown, NY. He holds a degree
in Geography from the United
States Military Academy at
West Point. He has previously
worked as an electricianin both
North Carolina and Florida
and served as a Gym Manager
in Virginia. Julian and his wife
share their home with two Ger-
man Shepherd mix dogs. Julian
also played defensive line for
the Army Football Team while
attending West Point. In his
free time, he enjoys visiting na-
tional parks and working out.

We are thrilled to announce
the addition of Dave Cushing
to our Structural Engineering
Department. Dave resides in
Lowville, NY, and will be gradu-
ating this Spring from SUNY
Polytechnic Institute with a
bachelor’s degree in civil engi-
neering, specializing in Struc-
tural Concentration. Dave
worked as a carpenter with Ce-
darcrest Construction, focus-
ing on residential construction
projects where he developed an
interest in structural systems.
His new interest has inspired
Dave toreturn to pursue his en-
gineering career. Dave and his
wife, Lizzie, have a son named
Sebastian and an Australian
Shepherd. Dave enjoys play-
ing guitar, woodworking, and
spending time outdoors. His
hobbies include hiking, skiing,
and ice fishing.

Lastly, we are pleased to an-
nounce the addition of Shy-
anne Jones to our Engineer-
ing Department as a Civil/
Site Engineering Technician.
Shyanne grew up in Vinemont,
Alabama, and currently re-
sides in Watertown, NY. She
holds an Associate of Applied
Science (AAS) degree in En-
gineering Technology, which
she pursued through the Fast
Track program at her local
community college while still
in high school. Demonstrating

remarkable commitment, Shy-
anne began her college educa-
tion atjust 16 years old. In 2020,
Shyanne married her high
school sweetheart, who serves
in the U.S. Army. The couple
returned stateside after spend-
ing the last 2 years in Germany.
Shyanne is eager to dive into
her career in engineering with
Aubertine and Currier and we
look forward to seeing her de-
velopinhernewrole.

For A&C, 2024 was yet an-
other successful year. Our firm
took part in several significant
projects. A few highlighted
projects include:

Countryside Veterinary
Clinic, Carthage, NY - A&C
provided architectural and
engineering services for the
expansion of Countryside
Veterinary Clinic executing a
two-phase project to enhance
operational efficiency and pa-
tient care. Phase 1 introduced
a 3,650-square-foot addition,
incorporating a new reception
and waiting area, four exam
rooms, two comfort rooms,
administrative and provider of-
fices, a locker room, and an in-
dividualized treatment room.
Essential support spaces, in-
cluding restrooms, janitorial
areas, and storage, were inte-
grated to optimize workflow.
The addition was strategically
connected to the existing fa-
cility on the east side, with a
widened passageway designed
to improve circulation and
prevent bottlenecks between
treatment spaces. Phase 2 fo-
cused on interior renovations,
modernizing the treatment
area with new equipment and
expanding the staff breakroom.
Structural upgrades included
modifications to the existing
roof to accommodate the addi-
tion, along with the installation
of a new EPDM roofing system
over rigid insulation, applied
atop the retained metal roof-
ing. The expansion enhances
the clinic’s capacity, function-
ality, and overall efficiency,
supporting its commitment to
high-quality veterinary care.

Cambray Court Multifam-
ily Housing, Gouverneur,
NY - A&C provided full pro-
fessional design services for a
12,000-square-foot multifam-
ily housing project for United
Helpers, focusing on accessibil-
ity, energy efficiency, and com-
munity-centered living. The
project began with a compre-
hensive Physical Needs Assess-
ment, laying the foundation for
a design that prioritizes both
functionality and sustainabil-
ity. The building design incor-
porates accessible walkways,
ramps, and patios leading into
individual apartments, along
with an accessible entry to the
community building. The exte-
rior envelope features durable

and low-maintenance materi-
als, including vinyl shake and
clapboard siding, architectural
shingle roofing, PVC fascia and
soffits, fiberglass windows, and
storefront entrances. Energy
efficiency was a key consider-
ation, with enhanced insula-
tionin ceilings and exterior wall
cavities, as well as closed-cell
spray foam insulation in crawl
space rim joists. New HVAC
and domestic hot water sys-
tems were installed to improve
performance and sustainabil-
ity. Interior upgrades include
new doors, lighting, flooring,
and fully renovated kitchens
and bathrooms equipped with
modern fixtures and appli-
ances. Additionally, four living
units were designed to meet
ADA compliance standards for
mobility and vision accessibil-
ity. The project also features
two common laundry spaces
and a central community gath-
ering area for residents. The
design aligns with New York
State Homes and Community
Renewal (HCR) energy effi-
ciency standards. Site improve-
ments enhance accessibility
and safety, including new con-
crete walkway routes connect-
ing buildings to on-site park-
ing, accessible parking spaces,
improved drainage, and dedi-
cated trash, recycling, and bus
stop shelters. Additional site
enhancements include new
lighting and walkways to im-
prove visibility and security.

In the coming year, A&C is
honored to once again host the
4th Annual Jefferson Commu-
nity College CSTEP Leadership
Conference, which has been
on hold since 2020. CSTEP, the
Collegiate Science & Technol-
ogy Entry Program, is dedi-
cated to fostering academic
success and preparing stu-
dents for careers in engineer-
ing, healthcare, mathematics,
science, and technology. This
event aims to broaden stu-
dents’ perspectives on regional
businesses and career oppor-
tunities while showcasing the
exceptional quality oflife Jeffer-
son County offers. The ultimate
goal is to inspire them to return
to our region post-graduation
and establish fulfilling careers
within the community.

Aubertine and Currier al-
ways welcomes resumes from
qualified applicants in the
fields of Architecture, Struc-
tural or Civil Engineering, Land
Surveying and Construction
Inspection. If you are looking
for a rewarding career at a de-
sign firm, we might be the right
fit for you! For further informa-
tion on our firm, please visit
us on Facebook, Instagram, or
LinkedIn, and check out our
website www.aubertinecur-
rier.com. We cannot wait to see
what 2025 will bring!

Lowville Food Pantry: A
Community Effort in Tough Times

By SARAH BROOKER

In a time when many are fac-
ing financial strain, the phrase
“It takes a village” rings espe-
cially true for the Lowville Food
Pantry. As the number of people
turning to the pantry continues
to rise, so does the outpouring
of support from the local com-
munity, ensuring that no one in
Lewis County goes hungry.

From September through De-
cember 2024, the pantry served
a total of 2,758 individuals — a
reflection of the growing need
within the community. The
numbers paint a clear picture of
the pantry’s critical role:

These numbers may fluctu-
ate, but one thing remains con-
stant: the pantry is a beacon
of hope for those struggling to
make ends meet.

The Lowville Food Pantry’s
success is largely due to the tire-
less work of volunteers and the
support of local businesses and
organizations. With no paid
staff, the pantry is run entirely
by a dedicated group of volun-
teers who donate their time and

energy to ensure the shelves stay
stocked and the doors remain
open. Many of these volunteers
dedicate five days a week to the
cause, while others contribute
one or two mornings each week.

The pantry also benefits from
aboard of community members
who meet regularly to ensure the
pantry’s practices remain fair
and equitable, addressing chal-
lenges and ensuring smooth op-
erations.

“Our volunteers are the back-
bone of everything we do,” said
Pantry Manager Mike Hanno
. “We truly wouldn’t be able to
meet the growing demand with-
out their support.”

Local businesses have also
stepped up to the plate, recog-
nizing the growing need in the
community. Walmart, Tops,
and Bimbo Breads are among
the generous food donors who
donate food weekly that helps
ensure the pantry stays stocked.
In addition to these are organi-
zations like the Northern New
York Community Foundation,
Kraft Foods, Stewarts, Dyson,

Essenlohr’s, and many others,
too numerous to mention who
contribute on an “as needed”
basis, along with local clubs, or-
ganizations, and churches who

See PANTRY F6

February 20255

Employee Recognition at the
AdironDUCK Race

Join us on Sunday, April
27, 2025, for the 31st Annu-
al AdironDUCK Race at the
Oswegatchie Educational
Center. The day includes
delicious pancake break-
fast, free entertainment, and
watching as many as 10,000
rubber ducks’ races down
the West Branch of the Os-
wegatchie River! This is a
family-friendly event that is
open to the public.

Employee recognition
programs are methods of
recognizing the accom-
plishments of a company’s
deserving workforce and
teams. These activities aim
to boost workers’ morale,
retain talent, and create a
bond between workers and
the organization. Acknowl-
edging your employees’ ef-
forts is a straightforward way
to build your professional
community. The Oswe-
gatchie Educational Center
has two options for recog-
nizing employees.

Option #1: As an employ-
er, you could purchase a
“yellow duck” for each em-
ployee at $10 each. This is a
straightforward strategy that
allows employees to receive

Adironduck Race.

something, with the possi-
bility of winning something
greater. Winners do not have
to be present to claim their
prize.

Option #2: For the cost
of $20 per employee, every
employee in your business
will receive a yellow duck, a
pancake breakfast coupon,
and an entry into our Ad-
ironDUCK 5K Trail Run. This
total package is worth $40;
however, your cost remains
just $20 per employee.

Winners do not have to be
present and participation in
the 5k is not mandatory.

To learn more about Os-
wegatchie’s employee rec-
ognition program, go to
www.adironduckrace.com/
employee-recognition.html
Oswegatchie can be found
online at www.oswegatchie.
org or by phone at (315) 346-
1222. Oswegatchie is owned
and operated by the New
York FFA Foundation. (www.
nyffafoundation.org)

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

“Li’'l Stink Pots”

Portable Toilets and Portable Sinks
Standard & Handicapped Units
Available For Any Occasion

Gary, Linda & Mark Bush 315-346-6215

8642 STATE RT.812, LOWVILLE

Double “B” Contracting

Same People, Same Family,
Same Good Service

SEPTIC TANKS

CLEANED, INSTALLED
& INSPECTED

Risers Available
and Installed

Adiron

Oswegatchie’s 31st Annual Sunday April 27th, 2025

DUCK Race

Racing as many as 10,000 rubber ducks!
All proceeds go to support the
Oswegatchie Summer Camp Program.

Oswegatchie Educational Center

Mail your Payment to:

9340 Long Pond Road,
Croghan, NY 13327

Quickly Order DUCKS online at: YWWW W, adirondHCkrace.com
$10 per Duck Grand Prize $2,000!
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We are so grateful for all
our wonderful guests —
those staying with us for the
first time and those who re-
turn time and again. Your
business and friendship
mean the world to us, and we
look forward to welcoming
youback soon.

At our Bed and Breakfast,
we host guests from all walks
of life and many corners of
the world. Whether you're a
vacationer, visiting family,
attending a reunion, wed-
ding, or funeral, or traveling
for work, we're here to make
your stay comfortable. Most
of our rooms are equipped
with microwaves and mini-
fridges, perfect for traveling
professionals like nurses,
doctors, or business travelers
who need simple meal op-
tions.

Why Stay With Us?

m Need a relaxing weekend
getaway?

All Things Beautiful

®  Hosting out-of-town
guests but short on space?

B Planning a reunion,
wedding, or group event?

B Looking for a cozy spot
with Wi-Fi for your scrap-
booking group?

Our five charming bed-
rooms in a 100+ year-old
Victorian home are ready to

Pantry
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frequently contribute. It truly
does take a village.

When a holiday season ap-
proaches, the pantry steps up
its outreach with special pro-
grams like Christmas Sharing,
Santa for Seniors, and the Easter
Egg Hop (which is scheduled to
happen on April 12th this year),
providing families in need with
the opportunity to celebrate,
even when money is tight. Vol-
unteers also organize fundrais-
ing efforts, such as garage sales
and raffles at the Lewis County
Fair and Lowville Cream Cheese
Festival, to help offset operating
Costs.

One of the more unique ef-
forts to collect food for the pan-
try comes from Food Pantry
Fred, a draft horse owned by
Mickey Dietrich. Fred’s next
pass through Lowville is sched-
uled to happen May 17th (in
memory of Nancy Hanno), col-
lecting food donations from
residents, and further deepen-
ing the connection between the
pantry and the community.

All of our food drives and
fund raising efforts go toward
making the pantry run more
smoothly and reliably. The pan-
try recently purchased a new
freezer and a new van, both of
which are invaluable to its op-
erations. The new freezer has
significantly expanded the pan-
try’s ability to store perishable
items, while the new van allows
for more efficient transporta-
tion of goods. These updates are
just another example of how the

community’s generosity and
support continue to drive the
pantry’s success.

“The support we receive truly
feelslike avillage comingtogeth-
er,” said Hanno. “It’s inspiring to
see so many people contribute
in their own ways, whether it’s
by donating food, volunteering
time, or hosting fundraisers.”

In a world that often feels di-
vided, the Lowville Food Pantry
is a testament to the power of
community. It's a place where
individuals, families, business-
es, and volunteers unite for a
common cause—to ensure that
no one goes hungry in Lewis
County.

The Lowville Food Pantry has
faced anincredibly difficult year,
losing four of its dedicated vol-
unteers to cancer: Linda O'Leary
(known affectionately as Miss
0), Bob Wright, Jeff Bruckman,
and most recently, Nancy Han-
no. These individuals were not
just volunteers; they were pillars
of our community, selflessly giv-
ing their time and energy to en-
sure that those in need had ac-
cess to food and support. Their
loss has left a profound hole in
the heart of the pantry and the
lives of all who knew them. As
we grieve their passing, we also
honor their legacy of kindness,
compassion, and unwavering
commitment to helping others.
Their spirits will continue to in-
spire the work of the pantry and
the many lives they touched.

If you'd like to help, whether
through donations, volunteer-
ing, or hosting a fundraiser, the
Lowville Food Pantry welcomes
your support. Visit their website
or stop by to learn more about
howyou can make an impact.

GYMO
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be used to apply for The New York
State

Office of Parks and Historic
Preservation grants.

¢ Town of Tupper Lake -
Engineering Report and Environ-
mental Review were completed
for the modification of Water and
Sewer District#1.

¢ Town of Henderson - GYMO
assisted the Town of Henderson
in securing over $29 million in
grants and completed Engineer-
ing Plans and Specifications that
have been approved by the NYS
DEC and EFC for a new sewer col-
lection and treatment system for
over400residences and

businesses in Henderson Har-
bor and the Town of Henderson.

* Town of Watertown - Since
2005, GYMO has completed nu-
merous technical studies, Engi-
neering Reports, and Engineering
Designs for the Northeast Water
District #7. Recently, the Town
was awarded $5 million in grant
funds and a $3 million 0% inter-
est loan for the project. GYMO is
completingfinal design plansfora
2025 start of construction.

¢ City of Watertown —City Hall
firstfloor renovations

* Multi-family housing units for
housing authorities and other or-
ganizations in Malone, Massena,
Ogdensburg, Wilna, Watertown,
Tupper Lake, West Carthage, and
the North Jefferson Improvement
Association.

NewProjects:

¢ Village of Hammond - Sewer

Study

¢ Village of Mannsville - Lilac
Park Drive Drainage project

* Village of Lowville - Ground-
water Well Development project

* Town of Potsdam - Bridge Re-
placement

* 136 Court Street — mixed-use
renovations

¢ Thousand Islands Central
School District’s High School Ren-
ovations - Phase 2 construction

¢ Jefferson County SPCA -
Phase 2 Expansion Project

* Town of Webb Union Free
School District Capital Project

* General Brown Central School
District Capital Project

* Morristown Central School
District Capital Project

¢ Stockbridge Central School
District Capital Project

* Madison Central School Dis-
trict Capital Project

* H. Douglas Barclay Court-
house - Exterior Renovation Proj-
ect

e Tug Hill Tomorrow Land
Trust — Concept Plans and Con-
servation Easements

¢ Jefferson County Dog Control
—Renovations

¢ Claxton Hepburn - Renova-
tion Plans for Grant Funding

¢ Lewis County Health System
—New Surgical and Procedure Of-
fices

We extend our sincere grati-
tude to our valued clients and
partners for their continued trust
and

collaboration. GYMO remains
dedicated to delivering qual-
ity architecture, engineering, land
surveying, and construction man-
agement, and we eagerly antici-
pate another year of progress and
innovation in 2025.
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Welcome to All Things Beautiful Bed and Breakfast in Croghan

welcome you. Each stay in-
cludes a hearty breakfast,
served with care.

Recent updates include a
freshly painted exterior and
improved entryway with ad-
ditional hand railings for
extra support—features our
guests have truly appreci-
ated.

Relaxation Awaits

Unwind in our vibrant
flower, vegetable, and fruit
gardens. Enjoy a moment of
peace on the front porch in
a comfortable rocking chair,
listening to the birds and
friendly greetings from our
neighbors. Want to feel even
more pampered? Book an
on-premises massage during
your stay.

Local Activities

Croghan offers plenty of
attractions within walking
distance:

®m Chocolate shop and ice
cream parlor

B Specialty meat market

®  Railroad and Maple
Museums

m  Hiking, biking, kayak-
ing, fishing, and picnicking

AUnique Artistic Touch

One thing that sets us apart
is the original art displayed
throughout our home, much
of which is available for pur-
chase. From oil paintings and
watercolors to embroidery,
pottery, and photography,
there’s something for every
art lover. Guests also enjoy
the historical timeline of
Croghan, displayed floor-to-
ceiling in our entryway.

Rooms & Rates

n Applewood Suite:
Queen bed, kitchenette
(mini-fridge, microwave, ta-
ble), private bathroom.

[ Plumwood Suite:
Queen bed, small fridge, pri-
vate bathroom.

B Maplewood: Two XL
twin beds, a trundle daybed,

Connie Noftsier Studio

connienoftsierstudio.com
info@connienoftsierstudio.com

Fine Art

Hand Embroidery

of Nature:

Mushrooms

Wildflowers

Butterflies Lodging for:

Landscapes Weddings

Sonograms Reunions
Business
Travel :
Visiting Family &
Funerals

315-586-3445

table, small fridge/micro-
wave, shared bathroom.

B Spruce: Queen bed, ta-
ble, small fridge/microwave,
shared bathroom.

[ ] Birch: Queen bed,
chair, shared bathroom.

All rooms include break-
fast, free Wi-Fi, and are
smoke-free/pet-free. Rates:
$95-$125/night + tax.

ContactUs

Call: 315-586-3445

Email: atbeautiful2@ya-
hoo.com

Website: https://atbeauti-
ful.smugmug.com/Bed-2/B-
and-B/

Connie Noftsier Studio

Thank you to everyone
who has supported my art!
Your encouragement keeps
my creative passions alive.

Custom Orders

® Sonograms of your little
one

m  Custom aerial land-
scapes of homes, camps, or

businesses

Inspired by nature and
science, I create unique fine
craft sculptures of mush-
rooms, wildflowers, butter-
flies, and abstract wool wall
hangings based on scientific
cellular slides, all stitched
entirely by hand.

To see my work in person,
visit the shop in the entryway
of our Bed and Breakfast by
appointment, or browse on-
line at connienoftsierstudio.
com.

Stay Updated

Sign up for my newsletter
on the website for the latest
on new pieces.

Contact Connie Noftsier
Studio

Phone: 315-586-3445

Address: 6910 George St.,
Croghan, NY 13327

Email: info@connienofts-
ierstudio.com

Website: connienoftsier-
studio.com

All Things Beautiful
Bed and Breakfast

atbeautiful.smugmug.com/Bed-2/B-and-B
atbeautiful2@yahoo.com

.....

MONNAT
& NORTZ

AUTOMOTIVE

x SERVICE CENTER 4

Py

9767 MAIN STREET, CROGHAN | 315-346-6113
Hours: 7am to 5pm Monday-Friday Closed Saturday & Sunday

Monnat&Nortz Automotive Service Center has been serving Croghanand the surrounding
area with quality mechanical repairs since 1953. Founded by Howard Nortz and Gilbert
Monnat, the service center was built on a foundation of excellence and a heart for the
customer. Eventually the business was turned over to brothers, Steve and Pete Monnat,
who worked hard and diligently to continue to build the excellent reputation the shop
enjoys today. In thefall of 2024, Scott Moshier purchased the shop from Steve and Pete with
a vision of continuing the tradition of excellence in service, while also looking forward to
continuing to improve the shop and striving to add to the services that they provide. Also
serving Monnat & Nortz customers are Manager - John Moser, and Technicians - Connor
= SChwendy and Charles Rice. You can
== reach us at 315-346-6113. Our business
hours are 7:30-5:00 Monday - Friday. We
continue to offer mechanical services
for all make and models of vehicles and
we now also offer alignment services.
We also have bulk propane at a great
price! Thank you to all of our loyal
customers for your continued support.
We are excited to continue our services
in 2025 and beyond, building upon our
tradition of outstanding service to our
valued community!

ALIGNMENTS « EXHAUST - BG PRODUCTS

TIRES « NYS INSPECTIONS « FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES




From the Desk of Andrew Boulais, P.E., Regional Manager and Senior Vice
President, New York Power Authority St. Lawrence FDR Power Project.

As we welcome a new year,
I am excited about the many
accomplishments and oppor-
tunities that lie ahead for the
New York Power Authority in
2025. As I prepare to complete
my first full-year in the role of
Regional Manager for NYPA’s
Northern New York operations,
I wanted to share the many
contributions and accomplish-
ments that are associated with
the operation of the St. Law-
rence-Franklin D. Roosevelt
Power Projectin Massena.

As a long-time North Coun-
try resident, I am deeply grate-
ful for the unparalleled support
my family and I have received
from this incredible commu-
nity. Moving forward into 2025,
the community will play a vital
role in our efforts to implement
programs that align with NY-
PA’s strategic vision, advance
the state’s clean energy goals,
and enhance the quality of life
for North Country residents.

Strong communication and
relationship-building have
been, and will continue to be,
central to our success. In col-
laboration with our IBEW Lo-
cal workforce, we've taken
significant steps to secure the
long-term future of the St. Law-
rence-Franklin D. Roosevelt
Power Project as a clean energy
producer that fosters economic
growth. This projectisacorner-
stone of the North Country’s
economy, anchoring jobs at
key facilities like Alcoa and Ar-
conic.

The low-cost power gener-
ated at the St. Lawrence-FDR
Power Project directly supports
nearly 10,000 jobs in the North
Country and has leveraged
over $1 billion in capital in-
vestments. Recent allocations
include 90 MW of Preserva-
tion Power to Air Products and
Chemicals, Inc., enabling the
development of a green hydro-
gen production facility in Mas-
sena.

Sinceitslaunchin December

2014, the Northern New York
Power Proceeds program has
awarded over $4 million to 14
organizations, creating 199 job
commitments and leverag-
ing more than $39.6 million in
capital expenditures. Recent
beneficiaries include Natural
Insulation Products of Amer-
ica, Inc., which will establish a
down-fabric production facility
in Massena, and the Massena
Arts and Theater Association,
Inc., which is renovating the
historic Schine Theater into a
multi-use community cultural
and event center in support of
Massena’s downtown revital-
ization efforts.

NYPA continues to part-
ner with our host communi-
ties with dedicated funding
to recreation, emergency ser-
vices and general funds. The
Power Authority provides a
total of $2 million annually
to St. Lawrence County, the
towns of Massena, Louisville
and Waddington, the villages
of Massena and Waddington,
Massena Central and Madrid-
Waddington school districts
that are located within the proj-
ect boundary. NYPA provided
over $767,000 in funding to the
host communities for the op-
eration and maintenance of
local parks, beaches and boat
launches in support of local
recreation.

NYPA’s commitment to a
clean energy future includes
investments in public facili-
ties and education. Our Envi-
ronmental Justice team has
been deeply engaged with the
community, offering energy
literacy and weatherization
workshops, and collaborating
with the Massena Housing Au-
thority to upgrade facilities —a
partnership that began in 2018.

Our employees are proud
to give back to the commu-
nity where many of them live,
work, and raise their families.
On August 6, more than 20
NYPA volunteers painted the
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community room at the Hous-
ing Authority’s Grasmere Ter-
race complex, using supplies
donated by NYPA. Later that
month, the Environmental Jus-
tice team sponsored the annual
Community Education Day,
providing food, educational
games, and exhibits for about
100 guests. NYPA purchased
LED lighting for the Housing
Authority, with staff installing
the new equipment to improve
energy efficiency in residential
units.

NYPA also completed major
recreational projects in host
communities. The ongoing
drainage improvement proj-
ect on St. Lawrence Avenue in
Waddington is slated for com-
pletion in spring 2025. Con-
struction was finished on new
tennis, pickleball, and basket-
ball courts at Whittaker Park.
Additionally, emerald ash borer
tree removal at Louisville Land-
ing and tree replanting at Mas-
sena Intake, Whalen Park, and
Louisville Landing are enhanc-
ing these public spaces.

In addition to these efforts,
we achieved significant opera-
tional milestones in 2024. We
completed the final two motor
operated disconnect replace-
ments at the Massena substa-
tion and power distribution
upgrades at the Long Sault
Dam. Two generating unit ro-
tor modifications were suc-
cessfully finished, with work
on a third now underway. Our
team also brought four new

breakers into service within the
main switchyard, enhancing
reliability and system perfor-
mance. Furthermore, we com-
pleted two critical FERC audits
— covering water impounding
facilities and security—with no
major findings, reflecting our
ongoing commitment to safety,
regulatory compliance, and op-
erational excellence.

Our Smart Path Connect
transmission project is making
significant progress. Line work,
managed in partnership with
contractor Michels, is expected
to be completed by June 2025,
with substation work sched-
uled for completion by June
2026.

More than three dozen
schools and 36,000 visitors at-
tended events at the Nicandri
Nature Center and the Frank S.
McCullough Jr. Hawkins Point
Visitor Center in 2024 to learn
about the region’s rich history
and energy production.

These accomplishments
represent just a portion of NY-
PA’s contributions to the com-
munity in 2024. Looking ahead
to 2025, we are eager to tackle
many exciting projects. We will
continue to pursue opportuni-
ties to develop new renewable
energy projects and support
job growth andretention across
various sectors of the economy.
Thank you for your continued
partnership and trust. Togeth-
er, we'll create a sustainable
and prosperous future for the
North Country.

THE MERRY GARDENS

6962 Kirschnerville Rd.
P.O. Box 148, Croghan, N.Y. 13327 (315) 558-1823

e Trees « Shrubs

e Mulch « Designs
e Annuals

e Perennials
 Hanging Baskets
« Installations

e Free Extimates
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Croghan.

Stop by and enjoy this welcoming garden at The Merry Gardens,

Merry Gardens in
Croghanis here for your
landscaping wants, needs

The Merry Gardens is lo-
cated at 6962 Kirschnerville
Road in Croghan.

Stop by for all your land-
scaping needs — annuals,
perennials, shrubs, trees
and mulch.

Merry Gardens is owned
and operated by Penny
Merry, who has more than
30 years of experience.

She provides profession-
al installation and free esti-
mates.

Call 315-558-1823.

Lowville Food Pantry, Inc.
315-376-7431
5502 Trinity Ave. Lowville, NY 13367

INC

NEW
YORK

Providing Power to

Hundreds

of Businesses

NY Power
STATE | Authority

NORTH COUNTRY &
NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY

Powerful Partners

Supporting

Thousands
of Jobs

Investing

Millions

for Local Infrastructure

The North Country economy is built on low-cost
renewable hydropower from the New York Power
Authority’s St. Lawrence-FDR Power Project in
Massena. By rebuilding its regional transmission
grid and introducing renewables like energy
storage and solar, the New York Power Authority
is proud to continue the legacy of its partnership
with the North Country for a clean, reliable and

economical energy future.

Become a Partner, Contact karen.white@nypa.gov

Learn more about Low-cost Power
& North Country Success Stories
with the St. Lawrence River Valley
Redevelopment Agency
https://slcida.com/rvrda/
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B ARTHAGE SAVINGS

AND LOAN, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

PROGRESS

Webster defines progress as the movement towards a goal or to a further or higher stage.

Carthage Savings is continuing to move forward and investing in our people to take that higher stage.
We continually look forward to elevating our services, our technology, our people and especially, our community.

!

Mark W. Keddy Scott A. Gray Patricia M. Turpin Brian J. Wohnsiedler Mark T. Buckingham

Director Secretary Director Director Director Director
Carthage Watertown Carthage Harrisville Croghan

i Wendy McLane, AVP
Lori M. Sn.yder Bridget L. Fetterly Jenna M. Ebbrecht Dale A. Klock Pam L. Waterman, AVP o Baning Man
VP Lending EVP/Operations [lteasurer President /CEO Clayton
Copenhagen Brownville o

Dessiray J. Goutremout Teresa Mushtare Jessica Baytos Angela M. Ratigliano Deborah L. Haley Joel Robare
Chaumont Sackets Harbor Watertown Watertown Brownville Watertown

- Dusharm Chelsea L. Hayden Michelle T. Bezanilla Zachary T. Widrick Megan Clement Crystal Schweitzer

hage Carthage Carthage Lowville Black River Carthage

Jenna Deshane
Carthage

. Arquitt Kari Paige Christina Spinner Teresa LaParr Kate Lesperance Brianne MacCue

age Black River Adams Center Harrisville Harrisville Castorland

_ ARTHAGE SAVINGS

AND LOAN, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

/ BANK LOCAL...IT MATTERS!

Tyler Beach Steve Fitzgerald
Carthage Carthage

£ artbana Main (e
amson Deanna Genito Carthage Mamn (e

age Carthage

Celebrating 137 yearé serving the North Country!
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