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Nearly a century before 
Fort Drum came into exis-
tence, there had been an ac-
tive military presence in the 
local area, which would later 
play a role in an Army instal-
lation being established in 
northern New York. To fully 
understand Fort Drum’s his-
tory, one must first look to 
the nearby village of Sackets 
Harbor on the shore of Lake 
Ontario.
SACKETS HARBOR AND MADISON 

BARRACKS
Sackets  Harbor  was 

founded in 1801 by Augus-
tus Sackett, who saw the 
commercial advantages of 
the vast lumber resources 
and the deep natural har-
bor of the Black River Bay. 
The village became a major 
shipping and shipbuilding 
center due to its location to 
Canada across Lake Ontario. 
This meant profitable trade 
with Canada and England.

WAR OF 1812
With the declaration of 

war against England in 1812, 
Sackets Harbor became the 
headquarters of the U.S. mil-
itary for the northern fron-
tier. The village was now a 
major military outpost and 
shipbuilding center with the 
sudden swarm of troops and 
ship carpenters. Hastily pre-
pared earthen works named 
Fort Volunteer were estab-
lished at the start of the War 
of 1812 to defend the north-
east end of Sackets Harbor. A 
new set of breastworks and a 
blockhouse named Fort Pike 
was constructed adjacent 
to Fort Volunteer; these two 
forts would later form the 
core of Madison Barracks. 
Another string of defensive 
land forts followed. These 
were Forts Kentucky, Virgin-
ia, Chauncey, and Stark. On 
Lake Ontario at the land’s 
end of Navy Point was Fort 
Tompkins.

British forces led by Lt. 
Gen. Sir George Provost, who 
was also the British gover-
nor general of Canada, be-
gan moving towards Sackets 

Harbor on May 27, 1813. As 
the British forces neared the 
harbor, they spotted ships 
at a distance, and Provost 
feared these were American 
ships. Thinking they were 
American ships, he with-
drew, which allowed the 
Americans time to strength-
en their defenses. The Amer-
icans received 500 more mi-
litiamen as reinforcements 
who were added to the force 
of 500 regulars and 250 mi-
litiamen commanded by 
Lt. Col. Electus Backus. On 
May 29, the British finally 
attacked and attempted to 
land south of the town, but 
with American defenses be-
ing too strong, they were 
forced instead to land on 
the north side of town. The 
Americans were initially 
pushed back, but they rallied 
and succeeded in stopping 
the British advance. Pro-
vost called off the attack and 
withdrew when his forces 
failed to dislodge the Amer-
icans.

POST-WAR OF 1812
After the War of 1812, the 

U.S. saw the importance of 

trained troops, which led to 
the building of Madison Bar-
racks at a cost of $85,000. It 
became a substantial link 
in Sackets Harbor’s chain 
of defense. Named for Pres-
ident James Madison, the 
barracks was operated by the 
U.S. Army until after World 
War II. It was continuous-
ly enlarged and improved 
throughout its existence to 
accommodate the military’s 
needs at the given time.

During its use, Madison 
Barracks was considered 
one of the nation’s best mili-
tary posts. A few well-known 
leaders who spent time at 
Sackets Harbor were Ulyss-
es S. Grant, Gen. Mark Clark, 
Gen. Jacob Brown, New York 
City Mayor Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, and President Martin 
Van Buren.

Of all of the Soldiers and 
units stationed at Sackets 
Harbor, the 9th Infantry Reg-
iment was probably the most 
well-known. In 1892, the 
9th Infantry Regiment was 
stationed at Madison Bar-
racks at the end of the Indian 
Campaigns. Here their mili-
tary training continued with 

long marches, inspections, 
and marksmanship training.

During its stay at Madi-
son Barracks, the 9th Infan-
try Regiment was involved 
with the Spanish-American 
War, the Philippine Insur-
rection, and the Boxer Re-
bellion in China. During the 
battle to capture Tientsin in 
China, the 9th Infantry Regi-
ment was engaged in deadly 
combat. The regiment com-
mander, Col. Emerson H. 
Liscom, was fatally wound-
ed while recovering the col-
ors from the wounded color 
bearer of the regiment. Be-
fore Liscom died, he handed 
off the colors to the adjutant 
with his final command to 
the Soldiers: “Keep up the 
Fire!” The fighting contin-
ued, and the regiment was 
successful in its attack.

When service in the Pacif-
ic was over, the 9th Infantry 
Regiment returned to Mad-
ison Barracks. Affixed to the 
water tower, one of the most 
prominent landmarks on 
the military post, is a large 
plaque on which are listed 
the names of Soldiers of the 
9th Infantry Regiment who 

lost their lives in service in 
Cuba, the Philippines and 
China between 1898 and 
1907.

During action in these lo-
cales, five Soldiers of the 9th 
Infantry Regiment earned 
the Medal of Honor:

Second Lt. Ira C. Welborn, 
Santiago, Cuba, July 2,1898:

Second Lt. George W. Wal-
lace, Tinuba, Luzan, Philip-
pine Islands, March 4, 1900;

Pvt. Robert H. Von Schlick, 
Tientsin, China, July 13, 
1900, (posthumous);

First Lt. Louis B. Lawton, 
Tientsin, China, July 13, 
1900, and

Capt. Andre W. Brewster, 
Tientsin, China, July 13, 
1900. 

FORT DRUM AND 
ITS PREDECESSORS

CAMP HUGHES
Col. Philip Reade, as reg-

imental commander of the 
23rd U.S. Infantry at Madi-
son Barracks, was a driving 
force behind Camp Hughes’ 
selection and success. Col. 
Reade realized that devel-

Military history of Fort Drum

See HISTORY T12
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Mike J. 
Muller Jr.

United States Marine Corps

Served 2015-2023



Zaremba Family 
Stanley E. Zaremba, Sr.

Sergeant/Army 
WWI

Stanley E. Zaremba, Jr.
CW4/Army 

WWII, 35 years

Joseph L. Zaremba
Egn/Navy 

WWII

Jack W. Zaremba (John)
SSgt/Airforce 

25 years

Arthur H. Zaremba, Sr.
Sergeant/Army 

Korea

Stanley E. Zaremba, III
SSg/Army 

Persian Gulf

Klusacek Family
Erick J. Klusacek

U.S. Army/Sgt 
2007-2010
(Deceased)

 Ronald E. Klusacek
U.S. Army/CW4 (retired) 

1976-2001

Kristopher R. Klusacek
U.S. Army/CW5 
1998-Present

Kyle T. Klusacek
Air Force/Cpt
2011-Present

Nicholas T. Klusacek
U.S.Army/SFC
2012-Present

LOCAL HEROES LOCAL HEROES
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LOCAL HEROES

Paul Marlow 
US Army 

SFC.
Served: 1984-2006



This story was originally 
published in the Watertown 
Daily Times on May 7, 2025.

By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — In March 
1990, five years after the 10th 
Mountain Division was reac-
tivated at Fort Drum as one 
of the Army’s new light in-
fantry divisions, Michael S. 
McFadden arrived as an en-
listed soldier.

“I grew up in southern 
Louisiana, so when I was 
walking from reception to my 
first unit, which you do when 
you are in light infantry, it 
was snowing,” he recalled. “I 
was quite shocked.”

It was a cool reception for 
the flight medic, but in those 
35 years since he arrived here 
from Mandeville, Louisiana, 
McFadden, a 32-year Army 
veteran, has forged a rela-
tionship between Fort Drum 
and the local military com-
munity that grows stronger 
by the day. In July, he was 
named executive director of 
Advocate Drum, the organi-
zation that leads local efforts 
to protect and enhance the 

base’s value to the military 
and community.

As Advocate Drum marks 
its 40th anniversary, McFad-
den is especially energized 
as he fills a gap in Advocate 
Drum leadership at the non-
profit. In 2018, New York 
cut Military Base Retention 
funds for six communities, 
including funding that went 
to help sustain Advocate 
Drum. The cut meant that 
Advocate Drum had no exec-
utive leader from 2019 until 
last July, when McFadden 
was hired, thanks to a $1 mil-
lion grant from Empire State 
Development. In the spring 
of 2023, Thomas H. Carman, 
immediate past Advocate 
Drum board chairman, said, 
“If we don’t have funding for 
Advocate Drum, we remain 
as we are, which is extremely 
flat-footed.”

“Without an executive di-
rector for almost five years, 
the organization, in some 
ways, was kind of stagnant,” 
McFadden said. “Obvious-
ly, the volunteers did a phe-
nomenal job in terms of try-
ing to keep Advocate Drum 

At 40 years, 
Advocate Drum 

fi ring on all cylinders

North country community members rally for Fort Drum in March 
2015 at Jefferson Community College. The Army was looking 
to cut up to 16,000 personnel from the Army base under an 
assessment done that year. Only 28 jobs were cut. Watertown 
Daily Times
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in the fight in advocating for 
Fort Drum in the local com-
munity.”

In addition to an executive 
director, the advocacy is go-
ing a step further.

“One of the areas that fell 
to the wayside was the adver-
tising, the branding of the or-
ganization,” McFadden said. 
“When I came on board, we 
immediately worked to hire 
a marketing firm to help re-
vamp our website, and to 
help us get back into the 
community, so people could 
truly understand Advocate 
Drum and what it is we do 
each day.”

A CRUCIAL LINK
In 1985, the Fort Drum 

Steering Council was created 
following the decision by the 
Department of Defense in 
September 1984 that the 10th 
Mountain Division would be 
reactivated as a light infantry 
unit. The Steering Council, 
funded by the federal Office 
of Economic Adjustment 
(now called the Office for 
Local Defense Community 
Cooperation) and sponsor-
ing local agencies, helped 
to build the north country’s 
knowledge base regarding 
the Army’s decision to sta-
tion the 10th Mountain Di-
vision at Fort Drum. As local 
leaders and elected officials 
began to understand the im-
pact, community develop-
ment plans were addressed.

Funding provisions for the 
Steering Council expired in 
1990. In its wake came the 
creation of the Fort Drum 
Regional Liaison Organiza-
tion, designed to carry on the 
council’s mission as a volun-
teer membership organiza-
tion. FDRLO was rebranded 
as Advocate Drum in 2018 
to better reflect its mission. 
Advocate Drum is also fund-
ed by Jefferson, Lewis and 
St. Lawrence counties and 
by individual and corporate 
membership fees.

“Fort Drum, being the 
unique installation that it 
is, needed, and still needs 
an organization like this,” 
McFadden said. “Fort Drum 

doesn’t have a large med-
ical facility on post, so a lot 
of significant health care is-
sues come off post. There 
are no educational facilities 
on Fort Drum, all education 
happens for our children of 
the military off post. Those 
are two unique factors for 
Fort Drum that don’t exist at 
most military installations. 
So, having an organization 
like Advocate Drum helps 
the link between the local 
community and the military 
installation.”

McFadden was involved 
in one of those earlier 
base-community links. In 
the early 1990s, there wasn’t 
a civilian life flight in the 
north country. Fort Drum, 
with McFadden literally on 
board, was involved as the 
base began providing the 
service to the community. 
He was non-commissioned 
officer in charge of MAST 
— the Military Assistance to 

Safety and Traffic program, 
which involves using mili-
tary resources like helicop-
ters and medical personnel 
to assist in civilian medical 
emergencies, particularly 
highway crashes.

“Three or four times a 
week, I would fly medical 
evacuation missions in sup-
port of car and snowmobile 
accidents,” McFadden said, 
and he became “ingrained” 
into the north country com-
munity.

“I would fly to local fire 
departments and demon-
strate, ‘How do you call us?’ 
and how to interact with the 
Army, how to set up a land-
ing zone to bring a helicopter 
in — all those types of things. 
That’s when I started to get 
involved.”

In 1991, McFadden met 
Sheryl Lynne Mallette, a 
Lowville native. They were 
married in 1993, live in 
Croghan and have three chil-

dren. McFadden’s military 
service took him away from 
Fort Drum but was again sta-
tioned with the 10th Moun-
tain Division in 2010 as chief 
executive officer/task force 
commander for aviation and 
deployed to Eastern Afghan-
istan in support of medi-
cal evacuations for service 
members. He then advanced 
to deputy chief executive 
officer, overseeing the op-
erating budget and leading 
planning and preparation of 
the organization for combat 
operations in Afghanistan.

Following his deployment 
to Afghanistan, McFadden 
served as the chief execu-
tive officer/task force com-
mander in Ansbach, Germa-
ny, where he supervised the 
planning and execution of 
multiple training programs 
across Europe and NATO 
countries. His continued ad-
vance included deputy chief 
of staff for the U.S. Army Avi-

ation Center of Excellence, 
Enterprise, Alabama; direc-
tor of aviation operations/
chief of plan for the U.S. Ar-
my XVII Airborne Corps, Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina; and 
chief executive officer for the 
3rd Combat Aviation Bridge, 
Savannah, Georgia/Europe.

RALLYING THE COMMUNITY
One of the successes of Ad-

vocate Drum over the years 
has been opposing about a 
half dozen versions of BRAC 
— Base Realignment and 
Closure processes, which 
look at reducing or elimi-
nating military installations 
around the country. “Advo-
cate Drum is at the forefront 
when it comes to rallying the 
community and speaking 
up on behalf of Fort Drum, 
whether it’s our local or fed-
erally elected officials, to en-
sure that Fort Drum remains 
a viable military communi-

Advocate 
From T6

A 102mm howitzer gun crew fires live rounds during training exercises at Fort Drum 10 years ago. Watertown Daily Times

See ADVOCATE T9
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WIDRICK’S  SALUTES THE 250TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. ARMY!

2018 BMW X5 XDRIVE40E 
4DR SUV

$18,598
Stk#16482. Alpine White, Auto, 87,125 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 FORD EXPLORER XLT 
4DR SUV

$27,999
Stk#16313. Agate Black, Auto, 70,123 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2019 HONDA PILOT EX-L 4DR 
W/NAVIGATION AND REAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM

$22,999
Stk#16520. Lunar Silver Metallic, Auto, 80,292 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 LEXUS RX 350 4DR SUV 

$30,999
Stk#16409. Nebula Gray Pearl, Auto, 117,018 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2023 HYUNDAI PALISADE 
LIMITED 4DR SUV

$29,999
Stk#16378. Abyss Black Pearl, Auto, 98,589 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 MERCEDES-BENZ E 350 
4MATIC® 4DR SEDAN

$29,999
Stk#16293. Black, Auto, 85,367 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 RAM 1500 BIG HORN
LONE STAR 4DR TRUCK

$28,999
Stk#16297. Granite Crystal, Auto, 95,255 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 SUBARU OUTBACK 
PREMIUM 4DR WAGON

$24,999
Stk#16421. Brown, Auto, 48,422 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 TOYOTA RAV4 
LE 4DR SUV

$23,798
Stk#16495. Ruby Flare Pearl, Auto, 74,005 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4DR SUV

$21,999
Stk#16344. Velvet Red Pearl Coat, Auto, 63,403 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2024 KIA CARNIVAL LX 
4DR VAN

$30,999
Stk#16516. Deep Chroma Blue, 52,416 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2020 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SAHARA 4DR SUV

$26,999
Stk#16395. Bright White, Auto, 129,704 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2019 FORD F-150 XLT 
4DR TRUCK

$25,999
Stk#16345. Ruby Red Metallic, Auto, 95,772 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 FORD MAVERICK XLT 
4DR TRUCK

$23,698
Stk#16412. Orange, Auto, 82,374 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2022 HONDA CR-V EX-L 
4DR SUV

$27,999
Stk#16318. Modern Steel , Auto, 61,370 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
ROAD KING

CALL FOR PRICE
Stk#16470. Red, Auto, 44,645 mi.

2020 CADILLAC XT5 PREMIUM 
LUXURY 4DR SUV

$20,598
Stk#16507. Crystal White, Auto, 100,918mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 CUSTOM 4DR TRUCK

$25,798
Stk#16503. Black, Auto, 119,522 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
GT 4 DR VAN

$14,999
Stk#16522. Billet Clear Coat, Auto, 65,222 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

2021 FORD BRONCO SPORT BIG 
BEND 4 DR SUV

$21,799
Stk#16317. Area 51, Auto, 65,766 mi.

plus tax, title 
& reg. extra

HHVETERAN OWNEDHH

“We make it easy, that’s what
we do! For 45 years.”

Outer Washington St., 
Watertown, New York 

 (315) 788-1913
www.widrickautosales.com
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ty,” McFadden said.
Without Advocate Drum, 

the base would not have a 
point of contact to deal with 
such issues, he added.

“We meet regularly with 
the garrison leadership to sit 
down at least once a quar-
ter to talk about issues hap-
pening on the installation or 
what issues we can poten-
tially help them with. And we 
share potential issues here in 
the community with the in-
stallation.”

Last week, annual figures 
were released reflecting the 
base’s impact on the local 
economy when Advocate 
Drum and the Development 
Authority of the North Coun-

try released their annual 
economic impact study. It 
shows that for the federal fis-
cal year ending on Sept. 30, 
2024, Fort Drum’s total eco-
nomic impact on the region 
was $2.55 billion, a slight in-
crease from $2.5 billion from 

the year prior. That number 
includes $1.9 billion in direct 
spending in Jefferson, Lewis, 
and St. Lawrence counties, 
plus an extra $655 million in 
additional economic activi-
ty.

The economic impact of 
Fort Drum is evident across 
the community, and Advo-
cate Drum is there to also 
help advocate for others. For 
example, “Advocate Drum 
was essential in spearhead-
ing the initiative for the Wa-
tertown YMCA new Aquatics 
Center project,” said Shawna 
Cutuli, CEO of the Water-
town Family YMCA. “With 
the help of Advocate Drum, 
we were able to secure a 
9-million-dollar Department 
of Defense grant that helped 
build our new downtown 
YMCA. Funding opportu-
nities like this would not be 
available without the unique 

relationship we have serving 
Fort Drum. The Watertown 
YMCA plays such an import-
ant role in supporting mil-
itary families and the com-
munity.”

Also last week, Empire 
State Development an-
nounced a $4 million award 
to support a $13 million proj-
ect at Jefferson Communi-
ty College aimed at keeping 
Fort Drum soldiers and their 
spouses in the area upon 
completion of their military 
service. The Dulles Building 
on JCC’s Coffeen Street cam-
pus will be renovated and 
outfitted as the Next Move 
NY Vocational Training and 
Job Readiness Facility, which 
will enhance offerings at the 
college and further develop 
the workforce pipeline for 
transitioning soldiers and 
their spouses to help them 
attain local employment, ac-

cording to ESD.
“It’s basically to build 

our workforce talent with 
approximately 3,600 sol-
diers that leave Fort Drum 
each year, as well as veter-
ans from other installations 
who are coming back here,” 
McFadden said. “How do we 
get them into the workforce 
and help us build our overall 
workforce?”

Such advocacy is in the 
forefront today in Albany 
during the annual Fort Drum 
Day at the capitol.

“There’s about 12 com-
munity members who are 
all heading down to set up 
tables and help educate our 
elected officials on the north 
country and its community, 
as well as being there to sup-
port Fort Drum as it’s recog-
nized on the floor,” McFad-
den said.

Advocate 
From T7

A sign on Route 11 northbound welcomes people to the main gate of Fort Drum. Watertown Daily Times

McFadden
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opments in modern mili-
tary weapons such as bolt 
action rifles, machine guns, 
and rapid firing artillery 
pieces had exceeded the ca-
pability of the U.S. Army to 
train at Sackets Harbor. He 
then coordinated with local 
North Country leaders and 
the Watertown Chamber 
of Commerce to look for a 
new training area. The area 
in Felts Mills, immediately 
north of the Black River, was 
chosen.

Between Aug. 31 and Sept. 
7, 1907, the New York Na-
tional Guard established 
a temporary tent encamp-
ment, which they called 
Camp Hughes. It was named 
for Charles E. Hughes, who 
was then the governor of 
New York. Since that sum-
mer, U.S. Army Soldiers have 
trained annually at that site.

PINE CAMP
Governor Hughes and 

General Grant.jpgThe fol-
lowing year in 1908, Brig. 
Gen. Frederick Dent Grant, 
the oldest son of President 
Ulysses S. Grant, led thou-
sands of Soldiers back to 
the area north of Black Riv-
er, known   locally as Pine 
Plains. Brig. Gen. Grant 
commanded 2,000 Regu-
lar Army Soldiers and 8,000 
militia men from through-
out the Northeast. He found 
Pine Plains to be an ideal 
place to train troops. Mon-
ey was allocated to purchase 
the land, and summer train-
ing continued there through 
the years. The camp at Pine 
Plains formally opened on 
June 11, 1908, and training 
continued throughout the 
summer.

The camp’s first introduc-
tion to the national spotlight 
came in 1935 when the larg-
est peacetime maneuvers 
were held on Pine Plains 
and surrounding farmlands. 
Thirty-six thousand five 
hundred Soldiers came from 
throughout the Northeast 
to take part in the exercise. 
Some Soldiers travelled by 
trains, which arrived in town 
every 15 minutes, coming 

from as far away as Buffalo 
and New York City.

For 36 hours, young men 
from offices, factories, and 
farms marched, attacked 
and defended in tactical 
exercises on the 100-mile 
stretch of land the Army had 
leased for its war games.  The 
maneuvers were judged to 
be most successful, and the 
War Department purchased 
another 9,000 acres of land.

PINE CAMP CANTONMENT - 
WORLD WAR II

With the outbreak of 
World War II, the area then 
known as Pine Camp was se-
lected for a major expansion 
when an additional 75,000 
acres of land were pur-
chased. With that purchase, 
525 local families were dis-
placed. Five entire villag-
es were eliminated, while 
others were reduced from 
one-third to one-half their 
size. By Labor Day 1941, 100 
tracts of land were taken 
over. Three thousand build-
ings, including 24 schools, 
six churches and a post of-

fice, were abandoned.
Contractors then went to 

work, and in a period of 10 
months at a cost of $20 mil-
lion, an entire city was built 
to house the divisions sched-
uled to train here. Eight hun-
dred buildings were con-
structed: 240 barracks, 84 
mess halls, 86 storehouses, 
58 warehouses, 27 officers’ 
quarters, 22 headquarters 
buildings, and 99 recreation-
al buildings as well as guard-
houses and a hospital. Con-
struction workers paid the 
price, as the winter of 1941-
42 was one of the coldest in 
North Country history.

The three divisions to 
train at Pine Camp were 
Gen. George S. Patton’s 4th 
Armored Division (Gen. 
Creighton Abrams was a 
battalion commander here 
at the time), the 45th Infan-
try Division and the 5th Ar-
mored Division, along with 
the 754th Tank Battalion, 
which went on to fight in the 
jungles of the Pacific.

The post also served as 

a prisoner of war camp. Of 
those prisoners who died 
here, one Italian and six Ger-
mans are buried in the ceme-
tery along Route 26 between 
the 45th Infantry Division 
Gate and the Oneida Gate.

FORT DRUM:  1945 TO 1984
In 1951, Pine Camp be-

came Camp Drum -- named 
after Lt. Gen. Hugh A. Drum, 
who commanded the First 
Army during World War II. 
During and after the Korean 
Conflict, a number of units 
were stationed and trained 
here to take advantage of the 
terrain and climate. Since 
its earliest existence, the 
post has been a major an-
nual training site for North-
eastern National Guard and 
Reserve forces. Throughout 
Camp Drum’s existence, it 
was still considered a tem-
porary training facility for 
the U.S. Army, and Soldiers 
continued to be quartered in 
World War II temporary bar-
racks during summer drills.

The post was designat-
ed Fort Drum in 1974, and a 
permanent garrison was as-
signed. In April 1980, B Com-
pany, 76th Engineer Bat-
talion (Combat Heavy) was 
reassigned here from Fort 
Meade, Md. It was followed 
by the rest of the battalion, 
less D Company, three years 
later.

Fort Drum has served as 
a major training center for 
reserve component forces, 
and units of the New York 
Army National Guard rank 
among the post’s most fre-
quent customers. The near-
ly 12,000-member New York 
Army National Guard is com-
posed of state headquarters 
and three major commands: 
Headquarters, 42nd Infan-
try Division (Mechanized); 
Headquarters, 53rd Troop 
Command, and the 27th 
Separate Infantry Brigade 
(Enhanced).  Battalions, 
companies and detachments 
of these commands are dis-
tributed among more than 
60 armories across the state 
from Niagara Falls to the tip 
of Long Island. These units 
regularly come to Fort Drum 
for weekend inactive duty 
training and annual training 
during the year. Fort Drum’s 
ranges, training areas and 

facilities are essential to the 
New York Army National 
Guard to meet readiness ob-
jectives and federal training 
requirements.

In January 1984, the De-
partment of the Army an-
nounced it was studying se-
lected Army posts to house a 
new light infantry division. 
On Sept. 11, 1984, the an-
nouncement was made that 
Fort Drum would be the 
new home of the 10th Light 
Infantry Division. The first 
division troops arrived at 
Fort Drum on Dec. 3, 1984. 
Between 1986 and 1992, 130 
new buildings, 35 miles of 
roads, and 4,272 sets of fami-
ly housing units were built at 
a cost of $1.3 billion.

10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION  
REACTIVATED

On Feb. 13, 1985, the 10th 
Mountain Division (Light 
Infantry) was officially reac-
tivated at Fort Drum. It was 
the first division of any kind 
formed by the Army since 
1975 and the first based in 
the Northeast since World 
War II. Since then, it has 
been one of the most de-
ployed units in the U.S. Ar-
my. The division command-
er after reactivation was 
Brig. Gen. William S. Car-
penter.

The 10th Mountain Di-
vision (LI) was designed to 
meet a wide range of world-
wide infantry-intensive con-
tingency missions. Equip-
ment design was oriented 
toward reduced size and 
weight for reasons of both 
strategic and tactical mobil-
ity.

FORT DRUM:  1985 TO PRESENT
Today, Fort Drum consists 

of 107,265 acres. Its mission 
includes commanding active 
component units assigned 
to the installation, provid-
ing administrative and log-
ical support to tenant units, 
providing support to tenant 
units, providing support to 
active and reserve units from 
all services in training at Fort 
Drum, and planning and 
providing support for mo-
bilization and training of al-
most 80,000 troops annually.

Last updated 2018

History 
From T2
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By Chris Brock
Watertown Daily Times

Editor’s Note: This story was 
published in the Watertown 
Daily Times on Sunday Nov. 
22, 2020. Bruce Rippeteau, 
interviewed here, died in the 
summer of 2024. The story has 
not been altered.

Throughout life, Darrel 
Downing Rippeteau depend-
ed on a steadfast dedication to 
training and discipline for his 
success.

"Visualizing ahead about 
what is going to be happen-
ing, whether for a war ma-
neuver or a job interview or a 
social event or whatever, was 
a major key to his success all 
through his life," daughter 
Jane Rippeteau Heffron said.

In Army jargon, Mr. Rip-
peteau's approach to suc-
cess was adhering to what's 
known as the Five Paragraph 
Field Order, something he first 
came across as an ROTC cadet 
in his home state of Nebraska. 
The U.S. military first formal-
ized the "Five Paragraph" ap-
proach in the 1890s. It involves 
specific areas of information 
that a commander should im-
part when communicating in-
structions to subordinates in 
the field.

In boxes of his belongings 
that his family came across af-
ter his death in February 2016, 
Lt. Col. Rippeteau is, in a way, 
imparting instructions again, 
this time by some things he 
carefully plotted out, to be 
found and utilized for whatev-
er mission that its finders, his 
sons and daughter, would see 
fit.

At Fort Drum, that latest 
mission will see results when 
a permanent museum exhibit 
opens next year focusing on 
the Army Experimental Sta-
tion at Pine Camp (now Fort 

Drum). For decades, only 
those with top-level clearance 
knew the story of what they 
accomplished here.

"I believe I knew they had 
material, but I didn't know 
the extent of the archival 
holdings," Joseph E. "Sepp" 
Scanlin, 10th Mountain Divi-
sion and Fort Drum Museum 
director, said on Monday of 
the family's donation. "I was 
super excited when I saw not 
only some of the pictures, but 
some of the items I haven't 
been able to fully go through 
yet, like the technical back-
ground information on what 
they were doing here."

Mr. Rippeteau knew, but for 
years, he had to keep the clas-
sified program secret from his 
family.

"To my word, he never said 
a word about this," said son 
Bruce Rippeteau.

Mrs. Rippeteau Heffron and 
Mr. Rippeteau, summer resi-
dents of the Thousand Islands 
area, met a Times reporter 
at Mr. Rippeteau's summer 
home in Cape Vincent earlier 
this month to talk about their 
dad, his legacy and the up-
coming permanent exhibit at 
Fort Drum. They are both sea-
sonal residents. Mr. Rippeteau 
also has a home in Nebraska; 

Mrs. Heffron in London.
A third child, Darrel D. Rip-

peteau Jr., lives in Washing-
ton, D.C., where, following in 
his father's trade, he works as 
an architect.

"My father absolutely didn't 
discuss it for the obvious rea-
sons that it was secret," Dar-
rel said in a phone interview. 
"After the term of secrecy end-
ed, he was able to discuss it. I 
can recall, during my younger 
years, that my father had a way 
with words relating to his work 
in the past. Things kind of 
clicked after we found out he 
had been in this secret group."

a leader and A builder Dar-
rel Downing Rippeteau was 
born in Clay Center, Neb., in 
1917 and became a prominent 
architect in the north country 
and Northeast. He was a long-
time resident of Watertown 
and became an extremely en-
gaged civic leader. When he 
died in 2016 at the age of 99 in 
Florida, the Watertown Dai-
ly Times headlined the story 
of his death as the "Man who 
helped build Watertown."

Mr. Rippeteau graduated 
from the University of Nebras-
ka in 1941, with a bachelor's 
degree in architecture. He 
was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant in the U.S. Ar-
my and went on active duty in 
May 1942. He served as second 
lieutenant in the field artillery 
at Fort Sill, Okla., and was lat-
er appointed to the armored 
force school at Fort Knox, Ky., 
as an instructor in field artil-
lery and tank destroyer tactics.

According to Times files, af-
ter a tour of duty with the 20th 
Armored Division, he was as-
signed to the Experimental 
Station at Pine Camp as op-
erations and planning officer, 
directing research and devel-
opment projects for the Signal 
Corps and Corps of Engineers.

"We have all kinds of mem-
ories of being out at Pine 
Camp," Bruce Rippeteau said. 
"It wasn't until the late 1990s 
that they were allowed to talk 
about it and guys started writ-
ing books about it."

The 'Ghosts' on post
Family's donation sheds light on sonic 

deception program at Pine Camp

A speaker assortment is put in ‘travel position’ in an M-10 tank 
destroyer at Army Experimental Station Pine Camp in 1944. 
Courtesy Rippeteau Collection

Soldiers at Army Experimental Station Pine Camp in 1944 pause 
at an encampment after removing their snowshoes. Courtesy 
Rippeteau Collection

See GHOSTS T15
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On Jan. 20, 1944, the U.S. 
Army's 23rd Headquarters 
Special Troops activated with 
the sole mission of deceiving 
German forces in the Euro-
pean theater during World 
War II. Known as "The Ghost 
Army," these soldiers used 
inflatable tanks and artillery, 
sent false radio transmissions, 
and blasted audio recordings 
of troop movement and con-
struction to create phantom 
forces that misled the enemy 
on American troop strength 
and locations.

The 23rd Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops included a "sonic 
deception" combat unit - the 
3132nd Signal Service Com-
pany - which activated and 
trained at the Army Experi-
mental Station in March 1944 
at Pine Camp, with the 3133rd 
Signal Service Company.

'Secret soldiers' revealed 
One of the books on the spe-
cial troops unit,"Secret Sol-
diers: The Story of World War 
II's Heroic Army of Decep-
tion," by Philip Gerard was 
published in 2002. It draws 
on reminiscences and papers 
of men who learned at Pine 
Camp the art of using props 
and sound effects to dupe the 
enemy. Mr. Gerard had exten-
sive conversations with Darrel 
D. Rippeteau for the book.

"If Mr. Gerard's book is a 
success and if it does what I 
understand it to be doing, for 
the first time a cohesive story 
of the entire 23rd Headquar-
ters will be told," Mr. Rippe-
teau told the Times shortly 
after the book's release.

The task at Pine Camp was 
to focus on the sonic element 
of the secret program. It was 
the understanding of many of 
the unit's veterans that talking 
about what happened on Pine 
Camp's back ranges - the 
"ghosts" called it Sherwood 
Forest - was forbidden by the 
Pentagon until 1995.

When the curious in the 
community wondered about 
strange noises of what many 
took for an entire division in 
training, they were encour-
aged to believe it. Decades 
later, it emerged that the Pen-
tagon had hoped such false 

information would be passed 
to Hitler.

The AES was at Pine Camp 
for 15 months, from 1944 into 
1945 and was secured behind 
fences around the "4800 ar-
ea" off Route 26 toward Evans 
Mills. The post was generally 
believed to be inactive around 
1944-45 because of the troops 
fighting overseas, although it 
was used as a training ground 
for armor units and intern-
ment camps for Italian and 
German prisoners of war.

Tape recorders were still 
in development, so instead 
of recording tape, "wire" re-
cordings were used at the 
Pine Camp program. Mag-
netic recordings were made 
on thin steel or stainless steel 
wires and reels of them were 
used for the sound, amplified 
through "exponential horns" 
which, when placed in bat-
teries of four, measured 6 feet 
square. Sounds ranged from 
the rumble of tanks to the 
barking of dogs and personnel 
movement.

At the end of the program in 
1945, the unit's formerly su-
per-secret sound equipment 
was superseded by high fideli-
ty sound equipment. The wire 
recorders were sold on the 
open market.

The technology was devel-
oped at Bell Labs in New Jer-
sey, and civilian advisers were 
sent to Pine Camp to assist 
with the training.

A spokesman at Bell Labs 
was asked earlier this month 
if the company was able to de-
velop any civilian applications 

from its work at Pine Camp. 
Spokesman Ed Eckert told the 
Times that the Bell Labs ar-
chives has no records on the 
sonic or acoustic deception 
projects of World War II.

When the operation closed 
up at Pine Camp, Mr. Rippe-
teau was transferred in 1945 
to the office of the chief signal 
officer at the Pentagon.

Following World War II, Mr. 
Rippeteau settled in Water-
town to run the regional office 
of the architecture-engineer 
firm Sargent Webster Cren-
shaw & Folley of Syracuse. 
He rose to managing part-
ner of this awarding-winning 
firm, which was active mainly 
across the Northeast. Projects 
notably included the Justice 
Building on the New York 
State Capitol campus (Empire 
State Plaza) in Albany. He was 
involved in more than 3,000 
projects, including schools 
across the north country as 
well as the Dulles State Office 
Building, the Watertown Mu-
nicipal Building and the Wa-
tertown Daily Times building. 
He was made managing part-
ner of the firm in 1974.

Innovative training The 
10th Mountain Division and 
Fort Drum Museum staff is 
making progress in develop-
ing an even-clearer narrative 
about the once super-secret 
organization at Pine Camp. 
Mr. Scanlin, the 10th Moun-
tain Division and Fort Drum 
Museum director, said that 
the recent donation of doc-
uments and photos from the 
Rippeteau family, received 

a few weeks ago, is shedding 
new light on the training. 
Their research will be part of 
a permanent exhibit, focusing 
on the AES and sonic decep-
tion training, when the muse-
um opens at its new location 
next year.

The site of the new location, 
expected to open next sum-
mer, is outside of the installa-
tion fence, near the Gasoline 
Alley Gate, on Route 26.

"Basically, we just want to 
shine a light onto this amaz-
ing history of Pine Camp, and 
the innovative training that 
happened here," Mr. Scanlin 
said in an Army news release. 
"To me, it's seeing this conti-
nuity that Pine Camp and Fort 
Drum has continued to serve 
as a location for some pretty 
high-end, unique Army inno-
vation."

The new collection includes 
articles and newspaper clip-
pings of the GhostArmy, a 
copy of the official history of 
the 23rd Headquarters Special 
Troops, various correspon-
dences and photographs.

"The photos are interesting 
because they can be used for 
educational and display pur-
poses," Mr. Scanlin told the 
Times. "They're ready to be 
used in a way the archival doc-
uments aren't."

Mr. Scanlin said that some 
of the most complex, techni-
cal training for the GhostArmy 
was conducted at Pine Camp.

"The unit mission for the 
AES was sonic deception, and 
this is where they turned the 
concept into reality in a tac-

tical environment," he said. 
"Soldiers would have had to 
learn how to use this high-
ly technical equipment, and 
make it work in different en-
vironments and situations. 
We have pictures of soldiers 
angling speakers on an M-10 
Tank Destroyer, so they prac-
ticed how they would project 
the sound over long distanc-
es."

Bruce Rippeteau said the 
technology was put to use in 
the German theater near the 
end of the war by the Allies.

"It worked really well," he 
said. "It worked so well, that 
the Germans returned fire."

This meant that the sonic 
teams had to make a quick ex-
it.

"They came back in the 
morning and everything was 
ripped to shreds from an artil-
lery bombardment targeting 
what the Germans thought 
was real," Mr. Rippeteau said. 
"The big picture of all of this is 
that it just introduced a lot of 
confusion on the battlefield. 
Nothing lasted very long. It 
worked best at night when no-
body could test whether there 
was somebody out there or 
not."

A synchronization of ef-
fort was required to produce 
sounds; vehicle movement on 
one track, personnel move-
ment and chatter on another, 
and maybe a third audio track 
with other ambient sound - 
each on its own speaker sys-
tem.

Ghosts 
From T13

Soldiers test the distance of sound projection at Army 
Experimental Station Pine Camp in 1944. Courtesy Rippeteau 
Collection

A paratrooper decoy, an ‘Oscar,’ is dropped from a Curtiss C-46 
Commando during a demonstration over Pine Camp in 1944. 
Courtesy Rippeteau Collection

See GHOSTS T17
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Mr. Scanlin said that all 
that noise wouldn't be played 
on one track because people 
don't hear that way, and au-
thentic duplication of sound 
was paramount to mission 
success.

"I'm really interested in 
learning more about this tech-
nology, and the tactics and 
techniques they were trying 
to figure out here," he said. 
"We've got access to some of 
that now. I think this is a real-
ly profound piece of the story 
that could have easily been 
hidden because of the classi-
fication. But now we're begin-
ning to know more about it."

Virtually every unit in the 
"ghost" program disappeared 
from existence after the war. 
Those who served in the 23rd 
Headquarters Special Troops 
were not allowed to talk about 
what they did, and it wasn't 
until the 1990s when details 
of their story became declas-
sified.

Darrel Rippeteau, the 
Washington, D.C., architect, 
is also a Vietnam War veteran. 
He hopes the family's dona-
tion brings a greater sense of 
appreciation for what goes in-
to a military campaign.

"I suppose it's true of ma-
ny other major movements 
that not only is there a di-
rect and overt action, but the 
things that are done behind 
the scenes and covertly to ad-
vance a cause are extraordi-
nary," he said.

It's also notable, he said, 
that the "ghost" program was 
non-violent.

"They just expended their 
energies and did not achieve 
the goals they might have 
achieved by shooting up real 
tanks, real soldiers and bomb-
ing convoys and things of that 
nature," he said. "To me, it's 
so fascinating to try to skirt 
around the war and win that 
way."

'adds to the story' In 2002, 
Darrel D. Rippeteau, who re-
tired from the local Army Re-
serves unit in 1977, met with 
James Neville, former Fort 
Drum curator, to donate a 
collection of material in the 
hopes that sharing informa-

tion would draw further at-
tention to those who served 
in these secretive units. At the 
time, Mr. Neville compared 
the amount of known his-
tory as having 50 pieces of a 
3,000-piece puzzle.

With the recent donation, 
more is known about the pro-
gram.

"Even today, there is so 
much we still don't know," 
Mr. Scanlin said. "But to me, 
what we have gotten from the 
family really adds to the story. 
Everyone sees the story from 
the operational perspective 
of what the Ghost Army did in 
northern Europe. We've really 
expanded the understanding 
of what the AES did here and 
what they contributed to the 
war."

For example, Mr. Scanlin 
said that several photos from 
November 1944 included in 
the recent donation confirm 
that the Army's "Oscar" para-
trooper decoys were test-
launched at Pine Camp during 
a demonstration for top mili-
tary brass.

"They were clearly brought 
here to be used as part of a 
demonstration," Mr. Scan-
lin said. "But I haven't found 
in the documents where they 
helped to develop them. But I 
can't imagine otherwise how 
they would come to be used 
here. As a demonstration, AES 
had some sort of a finger into 
the program."

The German Army, Mr. 
Scanlin said, was the first to 
use dummy paratroopers in 
1940 during the invasion of 

Holland and Belgium to in-
cite panic. The British devel-
oped their own decoy called 
"Rupert" before the U.S. code 
named their own.

"Residents in this area 
were probably aware that this 
demonstration was happen-
ing, but they probably weren't 
talking about it," Mr. Scanlin 
said. "There was a war going 
on, and people had a better 
sense of national security - if 
someone said not to talk about 
something, it was highly likely 
you would not talk."

'meticulous' records The 
items recently donated to 
the Fort Drum museum were 
found at Darrel D. Rippeteau's 
homes in Florida and Welles-
ley Island. Many of the photos 
have a personal touch.

"This is in his architectural 
hand-writing and on the back 
are other things written," Mrs. 
Rippeteau Heffron said while 
holding one of the photos, 
many which are plaque-like, 
attached to a durable base lay-
er. "He was very good at label-
ing things. We just kept find-
ing pictures and we gave them 
to Sepp."

The family also donated 
various files.

"My father was a meticu-
lous record keeper," Mrs. Rip-
peteau Heffron said. "There 
were caches."

Bruce and Jane are seasonal 
residents of the Cape Vincent 
area. Bruce also has a home 
in Nebraska and Jane also 
resides in London, England. 
All three Rippeteau children 
are graduates of Watertown 

High School. Bruce is an ac-
claimed archaeologist who 
received his doctorate from 
Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity, Cleveland, Ohio, and 
studied a wide range of topics 
from Paleo-Indian pueblos 
to efforts to recover the iron-
clad USS Monitor and the H.L. 
Hunley submarine. He was 
state archaeologist for Colora-
do from 1976 to 1984 and for 
South Carolina from 1984 to 
2004. He once served as vice 
president of the oil and gas 
exploration company Powers 
Elevation.

Jane Rippeteau Heffron 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Rochester and received 
a master's degree from the 
Columbia University Gradu-
ate School of Journalism. She 
has worked at the Washington 
Post and at McGraw-Hill with 
its weekly magazine, Engi-
neering News Record, the bi-
ble of the construction indus-
try. She later worked for The 
Financial Times in London 
before running a publishing 
department for investment re-
search at Citigroup.

Mr. Rippeteau is buried at 
the family's Wellesley Island 
cemetery plot. He married 
Donna Doris Hiatt of Odell, 
Neb. in 1939; she died in 1988 
and in 1991 he married C. 
Joyce Spencer of Washington, 
D.C. Joyce Rippeteau now re-
sides at an assisted living facil-
ity in Fairport, Monroe Coun-
ty.

Their father, Bruce said, 
"set a good example of work-
ing hard as a business per-

son."
In 1971, St. Lawrence Uni-

versity, Canton, presented 
Darrell D. Rippeteau an Out-
standing Citizen Award for 
his service to the north coun-
try. His community service 
included president of the 
Greater Watertown Chamber 
of Commerce, director of the 
National Bank of Northern 
New York (now Key Bank), 
president of the Northern 
New York-Fort Drum Chapter 
of the Association of the Unit-
ed States Army and trustee of 
the Jefferson County Histori-
cal Society.

He often stressed the ben-
eficial connection between 
his military training and how 
it related to his professional 
success and his community 
involvement.

"He tried to send those val-
ues right down the chain," his 
daughter said. "He was also 
involved in the community. 
He started this and he started 
that, helping here and helping 
there. But he still managed to 
enliven our lives.''

She recalled "magical" 
times - from her dad piloting 
his Piper Cherokee (dubbed 
the Pterodactyl) with his awed 
children aloft with him to the 
down-to-Earth strolls and 
chats at his tree farms.

"It was all pretty magical 
stuff for us kids," Jane said. 
"We had wonderful upbring-
ings. We're grateful for that. 
We could have the same con-
versations about my mom."

Ghosts 
From T15

 Units are lined up in November of 1944 at Army Experimental 
Station Pine Camp. Courtesy Rippeteau Collection

Executive officer Darrel Rippeteau, at microphone on right, 
looks on with commanding officer Col. Hilton Howell Railey, 
foreground, as they conduct a briefing on Ghost Army training at 
Pine Camp in 1944. Courtesy Rippeteau Collection
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By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

The legacy of the 10th 
Mountain Division will be 
on display at the 2026 Winter 
Olympics in Italy, a country 
where the division’s heritage 
took root.

U.S. Ski & Snowboard has 
announced that the U.S. 
Army is the official armed 
forces partner of U.S. Ski & 
Snowboard. The partnership 
honors the 10th Mountain 
Division’s distinguished leg-
acy which led to the creation 
of America’s modern ski and 
snowboard industry.

As part of the partnership, 
U.S. Ski and Snowboard ath-
letes will don Army/10th 
Mountain Division patches 
on team outerwear.

The Army’s investment 
will be used to support the 
U.S. Ski & Snowboard ath-
letes as they enter the 2025-
26 season, including the 
Milano Cortina Olympic & 
Paralympic Winter Games in 
Italy, which begin Feb. 6.

The U.S. Army’s legacy in 
mountain warfare was forged 
during World War II with the 
highly trained soldiers of its 
10th Mountain Division. The 
10th Light Division (Alpine) 
was constituted on July 10, 

1943, and activated that July 
15 at Camp Hale, Colorado. 
The Army reactivated the 
10th Mountain Division at 
Fort Drum in 1985.

In February of 1945, divi-
sion soldiers scaled Italy’s 
Riva Ridge to secure a crit-
ical victory that shifted the 
momentum of the war. The 
Allies needed a way to take 

Riva Ridge, which held the 
German’s observation post, 
a position used to watch for 
enemies, direct fire and warn 
of approaching soldiers. 
Defeating this observation 
post was a critical piece in 
breaking the Gothic Line and 
would enable the Allies to ad-
vance further toward Germa-
ny and end the Axis’ presence 

in Italy.
Upon returning home, 

many of the 10th Mountain 
Division soldiers founded 
ski resorts and ski schools 
nationwide that became the 
foundation of the American 
ski industry and fueled the 
sport's widespread popular-
ity.

“Many Americans may 

not realize that two of their 
favorite winter pastimes, 
skiing and snowboarding, 
have deep roots in the U.S. 
Army,” Brig. Gen. Matthew 
W. Braman, Army Chief Mar-

U.S. ski team to honor legacy of 10th Mountain Division

Athletes will don an Army/10th 
Mountain Division patch on 
team outerwear. Image courtesy 
of U.S. Ski & Snowboard

Members of what was then called the 10th Light Infantry Division (Alpine), prepare for ski training 
at Camp Hale, Colorado in the 1940s. Men were recruited by the National Ski Patrol.  U.S. Army

Army.mil

MISSION
The mission of the 10th 

Mountain Division & Fort 
Drum Museum is to collect 
and preserve the material his-
tory of the 10th Mountain Di-
vision and Fort Drum, using 
the collected material to pres-
ent the history of each from its 
formation to the present, with 
the goal of being honest and 
accurate as well as establish-
ing esprit de corps in Soldiers, 
their Families, civilian person-
nel, and the local community.

SERVICES
The museum displays the 

history of the 10th Mountain 
Division and Fort Drum. Upon 
request, the museum is able to 

provide group tours tailored 
to the educational needs of 
the group. In addition, small 
special functions (such as pro-
motion ceremonies) can be 
hosted in the museum. The 
museum offers reproduction 
period uniforms for use in of-
ficial functions. Soldiers and 
researchers can solicit advice 
and assistance in historical re-
search from the museum staff. 
Units can request the museum 
to provide leader professional 
development briefings on a 
variety of topics or coordinate 
staff rides. Of course, volun-
teer opportunities are always 
available.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The museum covers the his-

tory of 10th Mountain Division 
and Fort Drum. It starts with 
the native peoples and covers 
the arrival of the U.S. Army in-
to the North Country of New 
York. Next, it covers the de-
velopment of the installation 
through present era. The other 
major theme area is the histo-
ry of the famed 10th Mountain 
Division from its inception in 
the mountains of Colorado 
and wartime baptism in the 
mountains of Italy. The exhibit 
ends with the modern history 
of the 10th Mountain Division, 
where it becomes the most de-
ployed division in the Army, 
including numerous wartime 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Phone: (315) 774-0391 or 
(315) 774-0253

Location: Bldg. 2509, Col. 
Reade Road

Fort Drum, NY 13602
Hours of Operation: 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday. 
Closed on federal holidays. 
Admission is free.

Fort Drum Museum information
See SKI T32
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Paul F. Harrington, Sr.
US Air Force
1989-1993

Desert Storm, 
Operation 

Restore Hope 
Somalia.

Franklin 
Academy 

Graduate 1989

2535 State Hwy. 68,  Canton, NY 13617
(315) 386-8161

Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

622 Lake Flower Ave., Saranac Lake, NY 12983
(518) 891-8161

Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

coakleyhomeandhardware.com

We supports our troops 
and Ft Drum and thank 

you for your service"
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Accepting Medicaid, Fidelis, VNA
Barry & Melodye Russell, Brushton, 

NY

CALL FOR 
PRICING & 
SERVICE

518-651-9983

AllenCare Medical Transport
AMBULETTE SERVICE
Medical Appointments
Hospital Discharges • Dialysis
Family/Special Events

CALL FOR PRICING
& SERVICE

518-651-9983
Accepting Medicaid, Fidelis, VNA
Barry & Melodye Russell, Brushton, NY
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Accepting Medicaid, Fidelis, VNA
Barry & Melodye Russell, Brushton, 

NY

CALL FOR 
PRICING & 
SERVICE

518-651-9983

With Honor
On this Veteran’s Day, Hospice 
of Jefferson County celebrates 

the 250th Anniversary of the US 
Army and remembers and honors 
all Veterans for their service and 

dedication to our Country. 

We also remember and 
honor our former medial 

director and friend,

To all who have worn the uniform, thank you for your courage and sacrifice.

Retired U.S. Army Reserve Major General 
Robert J. Kasulke, M.D. 

We miss you, Dr. K. and are 
grateful for your dedication 
to Hospice and our We 
Honor Vets program.



 22  • November 2025 Veterans

Newspapers from the Past: Daily Reformer
END OF THE CIVIL WAR, April 10, 1865
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Alexander
McDonald 

US Army 
1st year served

Laura J. Chichester 
US Army 

Colonel (retired)
1982-2009

Colonel Laura J. Chichester 
(retired) 
US Army
1982-2009
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Newspapers from the Past: Daily Reformer
END OF THE CIVIL WAR, April 11, 1865
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Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF WORLD WAR I, November 11,12,13, 1918
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 Champlain Valley Equipment  •  22537 Murrock Circle, Watertown, NY 13601 •  315- 788-1115

Providing the farm, lawn & 
garden, and light construction 
equipment you need to get the 

job done right!

Providing the farm, lawn & 

A Special Thanks 
To All Veterans 

And Active 
Duty Military 

Personnel!

HNW_NRG_B_Inset_Mask

Investment and insurance products: • Not insured by the FDIC or any other federal government agency • Not a deposit of, or guaranteed 
by, the bank or an affiliate of the bank • May lose value  
© 2025 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, registered investment adviser and Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.              25-WO-03212 (10/25)

With gratitude, admiration and respect
We are proud to honor veterans and admire the sacrifices you have made so that we may live in freedom. We thank you for your bravery 
and the example you set for us all.

Cyril Mouaikel, AWM, MBA 
Managing Director – Branch Director 

William Tremont  
Managing Director – Financial Advisor 

Donald Musnicki, AIF®, AWM  
First Vice President – Financial Advisor 

Patrick Signor, CDFA®, CFP®, MBA  
First Vice President – Financial Advisor 

Christine Cisco, CFP®, CPFA™  
First Vice President – Branch Director 

Anthony Surber 
First Vice President – Financial Advisor 

John Nuber, CFA®  
Associate Vice President – Financial Advisor 

Charlie Mouaikel 
Financial Advisor

The Watertown branch of 
RBC Wealth Management 

19485 U.S. Route 11 | Watertown, NY  13601  
(315) 788-4200 
us.rbcwm.com/watertown



LOCAL HEROES

November 2025 • 27 Veterans

Emeal M. 
Reyome 

US Army 
1968-1970
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���������

830 Washington Street • Watertown, NY 13601   |   samaritanhealth.com

Medical Center

Proudly serving our military 
patients and their families.
Serving soldiers, veterans, and military families is 
something we take very seriously at Samaritan. We 
are proud of our long-standing partnership with 
Fort Drum, which has improved healthcare access 
for thousands of military families and allowed 
our staff to collaborate with men and women in 
uniform.

Samaritan Salutes our Troops!

• EDWARDS SENIOR COURT 16 Trout Lake Rd., Edwards
• BAYVIEW MANOR 11424 State Route 12E, Chaumont (an accessible unit) ........................................... Vacancy
• GORDON COURT 1 Gordon Court, Alexandria Bay ........................................................................................ Vacancy
• HILL TOP MANOR 40 Symond Sq. Colton.......................................................................................................... Vacancy
• MILLTOWN MEADOWS 8130 Schell Ave., Evans Mills................................................................................... Vacancy
• MILL SITE MANOR 102 112 Mill St., Hammond
• MEADOWVIEW APARTMENTS 8 Lisbon St., Heuvelton
• ST. PETERS SQUARE 1320 Greene St., Ogdensburg
• KILKARNEY COURT APARTMENTS 2 Kilkarney Ct. Dr., Fowler
• COLUMBIA HIGH MANOR 158 High St., Morristown
• CASTLE RIDGE MANOR 72 Church St., Lisbon
• LOUISVILLE HOUSING 16 Arena Dr., Louisville
• RUSSELL ATTWATER 3606 CR 24, Russell
• CAMBRAY CT. APTS 68 W. Main St., Gouverneur............................................................................................ Vacancy
• CAMBRAY TERRACE 24 Mill St., Gouverneur (55 and older or disabled).................................................. Vacancy
• MILL YARD ESTATES 20 Barton St., Parishville
• HAMILTON GARDENS 80 LaGrasse St., Waddington..................................................................................... Vacancy
• GRASSE RIVER HOUSING 1901 SH 345, Madrid
• WILLIAM DALTON ESTATES 38-40 North Broad St., West Carthage........................................................ Vacancy
• SUNRISE VALLEY APARTMENTS 26 Josephine St., Dekalb Junction
• McBRIER PARK MANOR 103 Canton St., Hermon
• HARBOR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 211 Woolsey St., Sackets Harbor

• Subsidy may be available
• Flower/Vegetable Garden Areas

Enjoy a relaxed Lifestyle in the privacy of your own 
Apartment combined with the warmth of your 

fellow neighbors!

A�ordable Apartments

For Persons 62 & older or persons with disabilities regardless of age

100 Ford St., Ogdensburg
Equal Housing
Opportunity

315-714-3129
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Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF WORLD WAR II, May 8, August 14-15, 1945
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LOCAL HEROES

Dillon Hutchinson 
US Army 

2205-2017
Injured fighting War on Terror

We Salute You. We Celebrate You.

WATERTOWN FAMILY YMCA
Serving Watertown. 
Supporting Fort Drum. 
Strengthening Community.

At Watertown Family YMCA, we are honored to serve 
a community that stands shoulder-to-shoulder with 
our nation’s heroes every day.

Honoring Those Who Served
This Veterans Day, WATERTOWN FAMILY YMCA 
proudly salutes the brave men and women who 
have served our country.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH
NO JOINER FEE
for all active and retired military.
on new memberships
Save up to $75 (Based on Membership Type)

Dione-Rumble 
VFW Post 7227

668 West End Ave.
Carthage, NY 13619

Phone: (315)493-0530

Hours: Sunday 12pm -10pm
Mon-Wed. 3pm - 10pm

Thurs., Fri.& Sat. 12pm- 12am



November 2025 • 30 Veterans

Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF KOREAN WAR, July 27, 1953
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Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF THE VIETNAM WAR, April 30, 1975
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keting Officer, said in a news 
release.

Braman, who served as the 
Deputy Commanding Gen-
eral for the 10th Mountain 
Division from 2022-24, add-
ed, “We are proud to partner 
with U.S. Ski & Snowboard 
to bring awareness to the 
10th Mountain Division’s 
achievements including 
the development of several 
Olympic athletes and a sig-
nificant impact on the rec-
reational ski industry’s cul-
ture.”

“Partnering with the U.S. 

Army has been in the works 
for a while, and goes back to 
a training camp in Portillo, 
Chile, where the soldiers of 
the 10th Mountain Division 
were training on the same 
mountain as our women’s 
alpine team,” said Sophie 
Goldschmidt, President and 
CEO of U.S. Ski & Snowboard. 
“Since then, we have been 
looking to work together to 
showcase the history of the 
10th Mountain Division and 
its contributions to our sport. 
It is an authentic fit, knowing 
they were instrumental in 
founding the infrastructure 
of skiing and snowboarding 
in America, and built many of 
the resorts we ski and ride on 
today.”

Ski
From T20

5415 SHADY AVE., LOWVILLE NY
Sports Performance Center 

(Baseball, Softball, Golf, Boxing)

6912 BARDO RD., LOWVILLE NY
(Fitness Center, Teen & Senior Event 

Center, Performing Arts Center)

PHONE: 315-376-7001

do more. learn more. be more.

www.thousandislandswinery.com

H Proudly Supporting the U.S. Military
H 10% Military Discount at the winery

H SFRG Fundraisers
- email or call for details- 

H Plan your next Hail & Farewell 
- contact our Events team at 

315-482-9306 ext. 3 -
H Veteran Owned



November 2025 • 33 Veterans

Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
FORT DRUM EXPANSION, September 11, 1984

Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF GULF WAR, February 28, 1991
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Kim Legault 
US Army 

Women’s Army Corp.
1978-1981

LOCAL HEROES

151 Mullin Street 
Watertown, NY 13601
315.222.7148 | morgiawm.com

Contact us today to learn more about our disciplined, careful approach to wealth management.

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH HIGHTOWER SECURITIES, LLC. MEMBER FINRA/SIPC. HIGHTOWER ADVISORS, LLC IS A SEC REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.

Morgia Wealth Management 
guides our clients and helps 
them reach their financial goals.

Wealth Management

Planning with Certified Financial Planners

Estate and Tax Planning

Retirement Plan Design and Management

We believe that our holistic, long-term view of your financial goals sets us 
apart from many portfolio managers and financial institutions.  To help clients 
reach and exceed their goals, Morgia Wealth Management offers a broad 
range of financial services from a team of 13 multidisciplinary professionals.

amanda@
northernbeginningsrealty.com 

O: 315-227-3227 
C: 315-783-7936

AMANDA MATTIMORE
L i c e n s e d  R . E .  B r o k e r / O w n e r

bev@
northernbeginningsrealty.com

O: 315-227-3227 
C: 315-765-1506

peter@
northernbeginningsrealty.com

O: 315-227-3227
C: 315-586-2030

BEVERLY SWIERNIK
L i c e n s e d  R . E .  B r o k e r

PETER KILCER
L i c e n s e d  R . E .  S a l e s p e r s o n

northernbeginningsrealty.com northernbeginningsrealty.com

10245 NY-812, 
Castorland, NY 13620 

northernbeginningsrealty.com

Brushton-Moira
Post #939
American Legion

Thank You For Your Service!
Sayles Road, Moira NY  | 518.529.7219
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Newspapers from the Past: Watertown Daily Times
END OF THE IRAQ WAR, December 16, 2011
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Fort Drum Matters
So Does Your Support

Join the region’s strongest voice for
Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain Division
Fort Drum is one of the most important military installations in the country, 
powering national defense and serving as a vital economic engine for the 
North Country.

Advocate Drum, the Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization, is the trusted, 
local nonprofit working to protect and strengthen that mission. For nearly 40 
years, we’ve served as a bridge between military and civilian life, advocating for 
soldiers and families, supporting regional growth, and ensuring Fort Drum remains mission ready and 
community rooted.

When you join Advocate Drum, you become part of a coalition that stands up for Fort Drum at the local, 
state, and federal level. Membership fuels action, connects leaders, and helps secure a strong future for 
our region and everyone who calls it home. Whether you’re a business owner, community member, or 
proud supporter of our military, your voice strengthens ours.

Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization (FDRLO)
131 Washington St. Suite 300, Watertown, NY 13601 •  315-836-1531

JOIN TODAY. ADVOCATE WITH US. 
Learn more and become a member at

AdvocateDrum.org
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