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THIS WE’LL DEFEND

Sackets Harbor has two-century Army heritage

By CONSTANCE BARONE
Spedial totheTimes
hat do Electus Bockus and
Daniel Brady have in com-
mon? Separated by 213
years, both army soldiers
served at Sackets Harbor, but in very dif-
ferent capacities.

During the Second Battle of Sackets
Harbor on May 29, 1813, LTC Bockus
led the counterattack. Today LTC Brady
leads the Fort Drum 10th Mountain Di-
vision Mountain Sappers 41st Engineer
Battalion ‘snaplink’ partnership vol-
unteer efforts between Fort Drum and
Sackets Harbor. Though centuries apart,
Backus and Brady represent a contin-
uous unbroken army presence in the
village that began in 1810 and continues
today.

As the War of 1812 start, Sackets’ deep
natural harbor made it the logical site
for the U.S. military headquarters on the
northern frontier. The National Park Ser-
vice recognizes Sackets Harbor as one of
the top War of 1812 sites in the country
because of the May 29, 1813 battle out-
come.

At that battle, Electus Backus, previ-
ously a teenage fifer during the American
Revolution, was serving again during the
“Second War for Independence.” He ral-
lied regular U.S. Army units, but mortally
wounded, he died a week later at age 47,

See SACKETST7

The Sackets Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site is hosting a curated exhibit of Daniel Kantak’s photos, “Reflections of the
Past” through June 28. Kantak, a Sackets Harbor photographer and poet, captured hundreds of photographs at the Sackets
Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site’s 2024 North American War of 1812 Grand Tactical, an event which drew over 375 living
history participants from the United States and Canada. Thew exhibit is at the battlefield’s Hill Street Red Barn. DANIELKANTAKPHOTO
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250 years of the United States Army
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* Breads © Maple Products ¢ Pies ¢ Cookies ¢ Donuts
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U.S.Army

AMERICA'S FIRST NATIONALINSTITUTION

Since its official establishment, June 14, 1775 — more than a
year before the Declaration of Independence — the U.S. Army has
played a vital role in the growth and development of the American
nation. Drawing on both long-standing militia traditions and re-
cently introduced professional standards, it won the new repub-
lic's independence in an arduous eight-year struggle against Great
Britain. At times, the Army provided the lone symbol of nationhood
around which patriotsrallied.

March 25,1774
Boston Port Act— Start of the Intolerable Acts

Inthewake of the Boston Tea Party, the British Parliament closed
the port of Boston to ships with its passage of the Boston Port Act,
which took effect June 1, 1774. It was the first of the Coercive, or
Intolerable Acts, five laws passed by the British Parliament to sup-
pressresistance to its authority over the American colonies.

May 20,1774
Massachusetts GovernmentAct

The second act, the Massachusetts Government Act of May 20,
1774, stripped the colony of its sovereignty. Many throughout the
13 colonies viewed this act as the most egregious of the Intolerable
Acts and feared the British mightimpose similar laws on each of the
rest of the colonies.

Tensions heightened when Lt. Gen. Thomas Gage, the com-
mander in chief of British forces in North America and royal gov-
ernor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, invoked the new law in
October 1774 and dissolved the provincial assembly. In response,
colonists formed their own alternative government — the Massa-
chusetts Provincial Congress, which controlled the entire colony

See TIMELINE T4
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Fort Drum Matters

S0 Does Your Support

Join the region’s strongest voice for
Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain Division

Fort Drum is one of the most important military installations in the country,
powering national defense and serving as a vital economic engine for the
North Country.

Advocate Drum, the Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization, is the trusted, ‘jf(u.s.ARMY
local nonprofit working to protect and strengthen that mission. For nearly 40 THIS WE'LL DEFEND
years, we've served as a bridge between military and civilian life, advocating for
soldiers and families, supporting regional growth, and ensuring Fort Drum remains mission ready and

community rooted.

When you join Advocate Drum, you become part of a coalition that stands up for Fort Drum at the local,
state, and federal level. Membership fuels action, connects leaders, and helps secure a strong future for
our region and everyone who calls it home. Whether you’re a business owner, community member, or
proud supporter of our military, your voice strengthens ours.

R BT TR S mors ot e TR

‘é I) Ill’ hn AdvocateDrum.org

Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization (FDRLO)

FOI’L Drum |Q@%IOI’W&| liaison Organization 131 Washington St. Suite 300, Watertown, NY 13601 * 315-836-1531
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outside of Boston — and pre-
pared for a possible military
confrontation with the forces
that occupied the capital.

April 19,1775
Battles of Lexington and Con-
cord — The Start of the Revolu-

tionary War

Upon learning that this
extra-legal government was
amassing stores of weapons in
Concord, about 20 miles from
Boston, Gage sent a military ex-
pedition, April 18, 1775, to seize
and destroy all the munitions
his men could find. This led to
an exchange of musketry be-
tween local militia and British
troops at the village green in
Lexington and at the Old North
Bridge in Concord, April 19,
1775, signaling the start of the
Revolutionary War.

Militia units and other vol-
unteers from Massachusetts
and other New England col-
onies quickly converged on
Cambridge. They formed what
became known as the New En-
gland Army of Observation and
put the British forces posted
at Boston under siege. For the

time being, the rebellion was a
regional affair.

British Expedition to Con-
cord

May10,1775
Convening of the Second Con-
tinental Congress

Now that the fighting had
begun, the Massachusetts Pro-
vincial Congress looked to the
Continental Congress, which
convened on May 10 in Phil-
adelphia, for assistance from
the other 12 colonies of British
America. After much discus-
sion, the delegates resolved to
create an army that would rep-
resent not just New England,
but all of the British colonies on
the continent of North America.

June 14,1775
Establishment of
the Continental Army

On June 14, 1775, the Conti-
nental Congress passed the fol-
lowingresolution:

Resolved, That six compa-
nies of expert riflemen [sic], be
immediately raised in Penn-
sylvania, two in Maryland,
and two in Virginia; ... [and]
that each company, as soon as
completed [sic], shall march
and join the army near Boston,
to be there employed as light
infantry, under the command

See TIMELINETS
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of the chief Officer in that ar-
my.

With thisresolution, the Con-
tinental Congress adopted the
New England Army of Observa-
tion, making it a “continental”
army — a united colonial fight-
ingforce—that could represent
all 13 colonies with the addition
of the troops from the three
middle colonies. The Continen-
tal Army thus became Ameri-
ca's first national institution.

June15,1775
Selection of George
Washington as
Commander in Chief

The next step was to select a
commander in chief. George
Washington of Virginia was
the favored choice because of
his celebrated military record
and the hope that a leader from
Virginia could further unite the
colonies. Congress unanimous-
lyvoted on themeasure, and the
next day presented Washington
his commission. Itread, in part:

“We, reposing special trust
and confidence in your patri-
otism, valor, conduct, and fi-
delity, do, by these presents,
constitute and appoint you to
be General and Commander in
chief, of the army of the United
Colonies, and of all the forc-
es now raised, or to be raised,
by them, and of all others who
shall voluntarily offer their ser-
vice, and join the said Army for
the Defence [sic] of American
liberty, and for repelling every
hostile invasion thereof: And
you are hereby vested with full
power and authority to act as
you shall think for the good and
welfare of the service.”

Thus the Continental Con-
gress commissioned George
Washington as commander in
chief of the Continental Army,
June19,1775.

July4,1776
Declaration of Independence

When Congress declared in-
dependence, the Continental
Army and the militia in the ser-
vice of Congress became known
collectively as the Army of the
United States, instead of the Ar-
my of the United Colonies.

March 15,1783
The Newburgh Conspiracy—
Affirming Civilian Control of
theArmy

At the end of the Revolution-
ary War, many members of the
Army, especially the officers,
were frustrated with Congress'
inability to meetits financial ob-
ligations to the Army. On March
10, an anonymous address cir-
culated the camp at Newburgh,
New York. This address, later
acknowledged to be written by
Gen. Horatio Gates’ aide, called
upon officers to plan a course of
action to pressure Congress by
force, implying a military take-
over of the government. A meet-
ing of officers was also anony-
mously called for the following
day.

Determined to preventa mu-
tiny among his officers, Wash-
ington called them to convene
an assembly, March 15, to dis-
cuss matters and implied that
he would not attend. Washing-
ton unexpectedly interrupted
the meeting and denounced
the anonymous address, say-
ing that it had "something so
shocking in it that humanity
revolts at the idea." In an elo-
quent and passionate address,
Washington was able to diffuse
the situation, appealing to their
sense of duty and patriotism
and placing their "full confi-
dence in the purity of the inten-
tions of Congress." Through his
words, Washington not only re-
affirmed the significance of ci-
vilian control of the military, but
may have also saved the fate of
American independence.

June2,1784
Formation of the First Ameri-
can Regiment

The tradition of service did
not end with the conclusion of
the Revolutionary War in 1783.
When Congress ordered the last
Continental Army to disband
and its remaining Soldiers were
discharged, June 2, 1784, it re-
tained two companies to safe-
guard military arms and stores.
The next day, Congress voted to
form, from this nucleus, the 1st
American Regiment for nation-
al service. By the fall of 1784, the
whole U.S. Army was one regi-
ment, consisting of eight infan-
try and two artillery companies.

August7,1789
Creation of the Department
of War

The Continental Congress
was replaced by the U.S. Con-
gress in 1789. After the U.S.
Constitution was ratified, Con-
gress created the Department of
War under the executive branch
of the new federal government,

U.S. Army 250th

with responsibility to oversee
the administration of the U.S.
Army. Given this unbroken tra-
dition of service dating to June
14, 1775, it is fitting that the

Army recalls the words on the
commission of its first com-
manding general whenever it
promotes one of our Soldiers
today.

June2025+5

The Secretary of the Army has
reposed special trust and con-
fidence in the patriotism, valor,
fidelity and professional excel-
lence.
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REGISTER TODAY!
aldersgate-lewis4H.campbrainregistration.com

Lewis County 4-H Day Camp

Breakfast, Lunch, & Snacks Provided - Make New Friends
Discover the World of Agriculture
Explore a Bog « Zoo Mobile - Outdoor Adventures
Plus, Gaga Ball - Low Ropes Course « Archery « Swimming
« STEM and MUCH MORE!

CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
LEWIS COUNTY Visit us on Facebook at
7395 EAST RD. LOWVILLE, NY 13367 (0 D

(315) 376-5270 Lewis County 4-H,New Yo
LEWIS-4H@CORNELL.EDU

Cornell Cooperative Extension ‘ Lewis County

OPEN FARM DAY

OPEN FARM

Explore 11 Unique Local Farms! A fun & educational day for the whole family!

Saturday, August 2, 2025 | 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

www.openfarmdaylewiscounty.com
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leaving behind his widow Sabra
and 10 children.

As the War of 1812 contin-
ued, Revolutionary War vet-
erans known as “Silver Greys”
built Fort Volunteer on the cliffs
across the harbor from the navy
yard. That fortification expand-
ed into Fort Pike. After the war,
Madison Barracks grew around
it becoming an army post posi-
tioned to protect the U.S. north-
ern border on Lake Ontario
across from British-held Cana-
da.

Beginning in 1816 the army
contracted for limestone build-
ings to house soldiers, and over
the years added stone, brick and
wooden structures for barracks,
a hospital, gymnasium, mess
hall, bakery and sheds for mules
and horses before mechanizing
inthe 1930s.

President Monroe visited in
1817, while future President Ul-
ysses S. Grant was stationed at
the post in 1848 and 1851. Julia
Dent Grant joined her young
husband taking up residence in
the Stone Row quarters shortly
after their marriage in 1848. She
wrote fondly of her time at the
Northern New York army post.

While not as famous as Grant,
John Roche enlisted at Sackets
Harbor in 1839. With 30 others,
he escorted President Martin
Van Buren from Sackets Harbor
to Niagara Falls.

“As the steamboat left the
wharf at Madison Barracks a
national salute was fired by the
garrison amid the waving of
hats and the cheers of those as-
sembled on the bluff and wharf.
The President expressed himself
as highly gratified by his recep-
tion,” newspapers in Oswego
and Buffalo reported.

War with Mexico, the Civil
War, western conflicts with Na-
tive Americans, and war with
Spain saw numerous units pass
through the post to serve on the
US southern border, in Cuba
and the Philippines.

In 1908, the 24th US Infantry
anall-black unit, arrived for their
first deployment in the nation’s
northeast. Interaction between
troops and residents started off
at odds, but eventually mutual
acceptance overcame differenc-
es as music, sports, and religion

cut through awkward initial ten-
sions. Village residents attend-
ed the soldier’s entertainment
shows at Madison Barracks and
conversely, Black troops joined
the firemen’s field days. Some
soldier’s families lived in the vil-
lage with their children attend-
ing thelocal school.

By 1900, the Army needed
larger training areas. Initially,
soldiers marched from Sackets
Harbor to the Henderson firing
range at Stony Point, 14 miles
each way. Then in 1906, Madi-
son Barracks Col. Philip Reade
suggested a training area by
Black River at Great Bend, called
Pine Plains. It became Pine
Camp, today Fort Drum, home
of the 10th Mountain Division.

Madison Barracks then shift-
ed into a garrison headquarters,
serving as housing and admin-
istration. In 1909 when the army
chose a new water tower site,
they relocated their cemetery
to its present location off Dodge
Avenue. Thereinterred included
War of 1812 officer BG Zebulon
M. Pike.

Army bands serving at Mad-
ison Barracks unified and in-
spired through community
concerts, marching in village
parades, playing for Masonic
fraternal dinners at the Union
Hotel building and celebrating
the 1913 battlegrounds memori-
al tree grove dedication.

Since the Revolutionary War,
military affiliated Freemasons
joined traveling Military Lodg-
es. Military Masonic members
at Madison Barracks included
Ulysses S. Grant, and in 1887
the 11th Infantry bandmas-
ter Achille LaGuardia, father
of Fiorello, the future Mayor of
New York City.

During World War I, a local
musician Mrs. Charles (Grace)
Ward, sponsored one of the first
hostess houses, or “Hospitality
House,” in the country. She and
volunteers welcomed soldiers
for song fests at the “home-
away-from-home.”

Also during World War I,
Madison Barracks became a
convalescent site for soldiers
wounded physically or men-
tally. Yet after the war another
“first” for the army had the war
department forming regiments
of married men returning with
European wives. “Never before
have its officers been called on
to adjust the domestic affairs of
the enlisted men,” a Watertown

U.S. Army 250th

newspaper reported.

Sackets Harbor’s Madison
Barracks became a destination
for these couples. Brides from
France, Germany, England, Bel-
gium, and Luxembourg started
married life in former wooden
training buildings. Many found
employment with officer’s fam-
ilies orasmaids in village homes.

Young brides, Beatrice, Ot-
tille, Francine, Olga, Anna, and
Yvonne, whose ages ranged
from 15 to 23 years, were among
25 couplesliving at the barracks.

Transitioning into American
life challenged young bride im-
migrants being “Americanized.”
They learned the English lan-
guage and American customs
through the Americanization
Bureau, American Red Cross
and the Madison Barracks chap-

lain.

In the 1920s and 1930s, village
families could receive medical
care at the Madison Barracks
large brick hospital, village
youngsters enjoyed riding the
army’s horses while families
watched movies at Dodge Hall
or attended music concerts and
polo matches. In the post ex-
change, youngsters sat on the
balcony of the gymnasium en-
thralled by the boxing matches
on the gym floor below. Bread
from the bakery only cost 5 cents
aloaf.

As World War II began, in
1941 the community showed its
patriotic duty, establishing one
of the first USO centers in the
north country. A parade of 200
soldiers led by the 258th Field
Artillery band drew 500 citizens

but it’s the ones‘q n
keep our country}hs
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to the first USO program. Lat-
er a dedication at the USO fea-
tured an “all-star aggregation
of radio stars” in a nation-wide
broadcast of the Sackets Harbor
“wired radio station.”

By wiring the USO Club’s
broadcasting booth on Main
Street to Madison Barracks a
quarter of a mile away, a radio
signal aired the soldier’s nightly
one-hour entertainment shows.
In February 1943, 400 troops
braved the 16 degrees below
zero to attend a St. Valentine’s
dance at the club.

But Pine Camp expanded,
thus most major activity shift-
ed from Madison Barracks. In
1945 the barracks became “sur-
plus,” and sold. With Fort Drum

See SACKETS T8
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Museum focuses on legend of the 10th
Mountain Division, community engagement

By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

GREAT BEND — Three
years after the 10th Mountain
Division & Fort Drum Muse-
um opened at its new loca-
tion, the facility has increased
engagement, especially for
the civilian community.

The previous location of the
museum, South Riva Ridge
Loop, was in the middle of the
base. When eyeing a newloca-
tion, building a facility wasn’t
an option for the Army be-

cause of congressional limita-
tions. It was decided the for-
mer media ops site, Building
2509 Col. Reade Road would
be the new location. It’s just
outside the base, off Route
26 in the town of LeRay, with
easy access from routes 3 and
11. The facility also gained
about 350 square feet of ex-
hibit space compared to the
previous location.

Kent A. Bolke, museum di-
rector, was the facility’s cura-
tor when it opened. He’s now

its director.

“It’'s been very well re-
ceived,” he said. “There’s
been lots of engagement from
the local public, as well as
soldiers on post coming in to
visit. It’s about doubled our
visitation by civilians able to
visit.”

The museum has also be-
come a destination for out-of-
towners. “We had a tour bus
come in from Syracuse this
morning,” Bolke said during
the first week of June.

We Support Our Troops And Fort Drum!
— GREAT COCKTAILS —

MONDAY-THURSDAY 2:00PM-2:00AM
FRIDAY 1:00PM-2:00AM
SATURAY AND SUNDAY 2:00PM-2:00AM

Inside The Historic Paddock Arcade | Downtown Watertown | 3157866633

*» GORDON COURT 1 Gordon Court, Alexandria Bay
« HILL TOP MANOR 40 Symond Sq. Colton

« MILLTOWN MEADOWS 8130 Schell Ave., Evans Mills

« MILL SITE MANOR 102 112 Mill St,, Hammond

« MEADOWVIEW APARTMENTS 8 Lisbon St., Heuvelton
» ST. PETERS SQUARE 1320 Greene St., Ogdensburg

« EDWARDS SENIOR COURT 16 Trout Lake Rd., Edwards
« BAYVIEW MANOR 11424 State Route 12E, Chaumont

Vacancy

More school groups are also
comingin.

“It’s not just guns and glo-
ry,” Bolke said. “We tell an
overall story. People who vis-
it say, ‘T had no idea that this
happened here. They're not
hidden stories, they're just
unknown.”

A popular feature of the
museum is its classroom, ca-
pable of seating 32 people and
featuring state-of-the-art au-
dio/visual elements.

“We’ve had different com-
munity groups in here and
several training units have
come in to utilize the space
for their own leadership and
professional development,”
Bolke said.

A recent program for sol-

diers at the classroom fea-
tured a “virtual staff ride” of
Operation Anaconda, a 2002
military operation in Afghan-
istan involving the U.S. Army
and coalition forces. It was the
largest combat operation in
Afghanistan during the early
stages of the War on Terror.

A virtual staff ride is a sim-
ulated virtual-reality-based
battlefield study that uses
technology to replicate re-
al-world terrain.

“Curator Doug Schmidt
displayed a digital map and
walked people through the
terrain, in 3-D, of what hap-
pened in Operation Anacon-
da,” Bolke said. “The staff ride

See MUSEUMTY
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« KILKARNEY COURT APARTMENTS 2 Kilkarney Ct. Dr., Fowler
« COLUMBIA HIGH MANOR 158 High St., Morristown

« CASTLE RIDGE MANOR 72 Church St., Lisbon

« LOUISVILLE HOUSING 16 Arena Dr., Louisville

« RUSSELL ATTWATER 3606 CR 24, Russell

« CAMBRAY CT. APTS 68 W. Main St., Gouverneur

« CAMBRAY TERRACE 24 Mill St., Gouverneur (55 and older or disabled)
« MILL YARD ESTATES 20 Barton St., Parishville

« HAMILTON GARDENS 80 LaGrasse St., Waddington

« GRASSE RIVER HOUSING 1901 SH 345, Madrid
« WILLIAM DALTON ESTATES 38-40 North Broad St., West Carthage
* SUNRISE VALLEY APARTMENTS 26 Josephine St., Dekalb Junction
« McBRIER PARK MANOR 103 Canton St., Hermon

« HARBOR HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 211 Woolsey St., Sackets Harbor

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

N .
In this painting at the museum that’s part of the Arnold J.
Roberts Collection, soldiers stand at the rail under the USS
West Point’s lifeboats and look over the side of the ship. They
are members of the 10th Light Division as they make their way

Enjoy a relaxed lifestyle in the privacy of your own

Apartment combined with the warmth of your
fellowneighbors!

CQAUNITED Lo
O HELPER: St

<] %}, e
Alway ' = iy, Saipe Affordable Apartments
100 Ford St-, OgdenSbFrg ’ ﬁ‘}\ ‘1 . . Subs[dy may be available
@ EZ,",Z'{,’ffu”,,S}r’}g \u - Flower/Vegetable Garden Areas

315-714-3129

For Persons 62 & older or persons with disabilities regardless of age

from the U.S. to Italy.
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growth in the 1980s, the Sackets
Harbor community and Madi-
son Barracks provided housing
that in turn fostered renovation
of numerous historic structures
in Madison Barracks.
EXPLORETHE HISTORY
Discover Sackets Harbor’s
military story, including Mad-
ison Barracks, in exhibits at the
Sackets Harbor Battlefield State

Historic Site and the Village’s
Visitor Center, plus their web
sites and publications, and on
outdoor interpretive panels
around the village.

The 212 years that link LTC
Backus to LTC Brady are filled
with thousands of soldiers, their
families and support personnel
who continue to make Sackets
Harbor and Madison Barracks a
placeto callhome.

Constance Barone s Site Manager
at Sackets Harbor Battlefield State
Historic Site.
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was developed for other units
and we also utilized it here.”

NEW ROBERTS COLLECTION

A wall facing the classroom
features 15 watercolor paint-
ings that make up the exhibit,
“The Arnold J. Roberts Col-
lection,” that was installed in
April. “It will be up for a while,
because these are absolutely
fantastic,” Bolke said.

The paintings were discov-
ered by someone in an aban-
doned self-storage unit in
Saranac Lake, Roberts lived
in Wilmington, Essex County,
later in life.

“The person went through
some of the artwork and clear-
ly identified the 10th Moun-
tain Division and decided to
bringit to us, and of course we
were interested,” Bolke said.
“And once looking at it, we be-
came very interested. It’s fan-
tastic work.”

Roberts documented ev-
eryday life of a 10th Mountain
Division unit during World
War II. Bolke said the paint-
ings were apparently done in
the field

“It starts when they were
going across the ocean on the
USS West Point all the way
through to the end of the war
inItaly,” Bolke said. “I was just
amazed at the detail — the
snapshot of history and what
life was like. It shows a sol-
dier’s life asit was.”

Roberts was an infantry-
man with Company G, 87th
Mountain Infantry Regiment,
10th Mountain Division,
during World War II. Born
in New York City in 1912, he
was drafted into the Army
and reached the rank of Pri-
vate First Class. He earned a
Bronze Star for actions during
the attack on Mount Belve-
dere. He continued to use his
artistic talents after World
War II as a commercial artist
and art director for various
advertising agencies in New
York City. He was also a sculp-
tor.

Roberts continued his love
of skiing after his time with the
10th Mountain Division, join-
ing the Whiteface Ski Patrol in
1965 and becoming a certified
skiinstructor. He died in 1977.

. i i
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The roof of a M29 Weasel has been removed, aIIowig people at
the 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum Museum to peer into
it—-aWorld War Il tracked vehicle designed for operation in snow.

| Watertown Daily Times

ROOTSAND GROWTH OF BASE

The oldest item displayed
at the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion & Fort Drum Museum is
13,500 years old. It’s a spear
point that is part of a display
that begins the story of the
base. “We start with the ar-
chaeological remains from
Native Americans who were
living here,” Bolke said.

The Oneida Indian Nation
was the first allies of the U.S.
Army. During the Revolu-
tionary War, Oneidas fought
alongside colonizersin battles
against the British.

The roots of the Army in
the north country continue
chronologically at the muse-
um with the Army’s arrival in
Sackets Harbor and the cre-
ation of Madison Barracks. In
1815, five companies of the
Second Infantry Regiment
arrived at Sackets Harbor to
begin construction of the bar-
racks. But the first military
presence goes back to 1808,
with the Sackets Harbor Na-
vy station. The Madison Bar-
racks display, featuring a gi-
ant wall mural of an early plan
for the facility, is topped with
aflintlock musket, circa 1795.

A 1904 Maxim machine gun
helps to introduce the story
at the museum of how Fort
Drum developed. It was dug
up out of a base training area
decades ago.

In 1906, a partnership be-
tween the U.S. Army at Madi-
son Barracks and north coun-
try community leaders began
looking for local training ar-
eas. The area in Felts Mills,
immediately north of the
Black River, was chosen. In

1907, the New York National
Guard established a tempo-
rary tent encampment, which
they called Camp Hughes,
named for Charles E. Hughes,
then-governor of New York.
Soldiers would return annu-
ally to the area, known local-
ly as “Pine Plains.” In 1935,
Pine Camp hosted the largest
peacetime maneuvers held to
that date when 36,000 regu-
lar and National Guardsmen
from the 1st U.S. Army con-
ducted division-sized field
maneuvers.

The “35” maneuvers start-
ed the process for the Army in
training itself to prepare for
modern warfare, which would
culminate with the Louisiana
Maneuversin 1941.

With the addition of that
land for the base, commu-
nities — the “lost villages”—
were erased. An exhibit pays
homage to the communities.
To make room for the expand-
ed base, 525 families packed
up and moved. Three-thou-
sand buildings, including
churches, post offices and 24
schools, were abandoned.

The division was consti-
tuted in 1943, then known
as the 10th Light Division.
Its soldiers volunteered for
the division. Early recruits
needed three letters of rec-

June2025+9

ommendation and some type
of “outdoors” experience or
knowledge. Fifteen-thousand
men applied, but only 8,000
were accepted. It was redes-
ignated the 10th Mountain
Division on Nov. 6, 1944, and
was deployed to the Italian
theater under the command
of Maj. Gen. George P. Hays
soon after.

The museum’s World War IT
story also includes POWs who
were housed on base; first
[talians and then Germans.

THE REACTIVATION

The modern 10th Moun-
tain Division was reactivated
in 1985 as one of the U.S. Ar-
my’s new “light infantry” di-
visions under the command

See MUSEUMT15
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“WE HAVE SERVED THE BRAVE MEN

ENHANGED BENEFITS FOR MILITARY MEMBERS AND WOMEN OF FORT DRUM FOR

* gonnectl from wherever you are with our mobile app and virtual MORE THAN 35 YEARS. WE'RE PROUD

nancial center.

* Loan discounts available to qualifying* members of the T0 MARK THE 250TH BIRTHDAY OF
Military and First Besponders: Auto and Recreational Vehicles, THE UNITED STATES ARMY, AND THE
Motorcycles, Marine, Home Improvement, and Personal
Unsecured Loans. 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE

* New members may be pre-approved** for a $1,000 AmeriCU Visa®
" edit Card and/or a $500 Personal Line of Credit at account opening. OF RIVA RIDGE’ WHICH WAS WON BY
e your rﬁilitary pay one day early, ensuring you have access to THE INCREDIBLE BRAVERY OF THOSE
nds when you need them most.***

SERVING AS PART OF THE 10TH

MOUNTAIN DIVISION.”
:
o

age solutions tailored to meet the unique
ive-duty service members.

- RON BELLE, AMERICU PRESIDENT AND CEO
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Natural gas: powering our ‘
homes and our heroes

@ Liberty

In America, we're lucky to enjoy everyday comforts we sometimes don't even think about—Ilike hot showers, warm
homes in the winter, and dinner cooking on the barbeque. Behind many of those comforts is something we rely on every
day: natural gas.

But natural gas isn't just about making life easier at home. It also plays a big role in keeping our country strong—and
supporting the brave men and women who protect it.

Abundant and affordable: North America has Boost to U.S. manufacturing: Affordable
_$_ ] plenty of natural gas, which helps keep energy natural gas has strengthened industries vital to
— costs low for families, businesses, and even America'’s defense capabilities, including steel,
military bases. aerospace, and advanced manufacturing.

0009 Job creation: The natural gas industry supports Reliable and safe: With a huge network of
7~ millions of jobs across the country, including %J well-maintained pipelines, natural gas is

opportunities for veterans and service a dependable energy source, even during
members starting new careers. emergencies.

Energy independence: By producing our own Cleaner energy, stronger future: Over the last
energy here at home, we reduce our reliance 15 years, natural gas has played a large role

on foreign sources, which plays a large part in in cutting U.S. emissions, helping protect the
national security. environment our soldiers have sworn to defend.

This summer, while you're grilling in the backyard or enjoying time with family, take a moment to appreciate not just the
freedom we celebrate—but the energy that helps power it.

Natural gas: Keeping our homes comfortable, our economy strong, and our military mission-ready.
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The Leading Source for
Grant Expertise

GRANT WRITING LOBBYING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

O & Q@

We are proud to have secured over $100 million in grant
funding for local projects throughout the North Country.

Rely on us as a trusted partner who will help you realize your funding
objectives and navigate the grant writing process from beginning to
end. We also assist with access to key officials and decision makers in
order to best position your project for success.

We specialize in grant writing, project and funding
assessment, economic development consulting,

business advancement strategies, incentive WBE

negotiations and grant administration. 4 CERTIFIED o
O,

ORK
N

&
%, &
M ownep 3“9‘\

STRATEGIC

DEVELOPMENT SPECIALISTS

Contact Leann West or Diane WIladis
6312 Fly Rd., East Syracuse, NY 13057 | 215 Washington St., Suite 107, Watertown, NY 13601
info@strategicdevelopmentspecialists.com | strategicdevelopmentspecialists.com
315:254. 1314
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of Brig. Gen. William S. Car-
penter. The exhibit about the
expansion reflects the unique
way it was approached at Fort
Drum, with an emphasis on
an association with the civil-
ian community, and “starting
from scratch.”

From the expansion, the di-
vision’s mission grew impres-
sively, all reflected in exhib-

The Arc.

Jefferson-St.Lawrence
New York

Enterprises

thearcjsic.org

its: Operation Desert Shield/
Storm; Hurricane Andrew re-
lief, and other storm respons-
es, including the 1998 north
country ice storm; Operation
Restore Hope in Somalia; Op-
eration Uphold Democracy in
Haiti; various peacekeeping
operations and war in Afghan-
istan and Iraq.

A poignant artifact in the
Operation Restore Hope ex-
hibit is a piece of wreckage
from one of two UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopters shot down
at the Battle of Mogadishu in
October 1993. Eighteen Amer-

to the Soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division

(LI) on the Army’s 250-Year Anniversary!

From: The Arc Jefferson — St. Lawrence’s Team working on the
Central Issue Facility Contract and the Custodial Contract

U.S. Army 250th

icans were killed and 73 were
wounded in the battle.

A wall at the end of a walk-
through at the museum fea-
tures photos and information
on four Medal of Honor recip-
ients related to the division.
Nearby is the 10th Mountain
Division Warrior Legend Hall
of Fame.

R

The 10th Mountain Divi-
sion & Fort Drum Museum is
open to the public from Tues-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission is free.

I
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The 10th Mountain Warrior Legend Hall of Fame at the museum
honors individuals for their exceptional contributions to the 10th
Mountain Division and Fort Drum. CHRISBROCK/WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES

There’s no place

Member

like home...

Get your mortgage @
carthagesavings.com

LOWEST CLOSING COSTS!
#1 LOCAL CHOICE FOR

VA ,FHA, SEASONAL &
FIRST TIME HOME BUYER
MORTGAGES !
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During WWII, something was coming

As D-Day grew imminent, the north country waited and worried for news

By Chris Brock
Watertown Daily Times

“May the battle which has
started on the beaches and
fields of Normandy usherin an
age of justice, of international
cooperation and yet of eternal
vigilance without which per-
manent peace can never be

possible.”
Editorial, Watertown Daily
Times, June 6, 1944

erves around the
north country, and all
across the free world,
were on edge 81 years
ago in the spring of 1944 as final

On Time, On Budget - Every Project
(315) 782-5630

Professional Electricians, Watertown NY

e A ccessible
Affordé%'l%u

A_dmndaCkS

plans were made for the push
of the Allies to liberate main-
land Europe from the forces of
Nazi Germany. It was known
something was coming, but not
where or when.

In Watertown, people won-
dered, and sometimes wor-
ried, how the public would

THIS WE'LL DEFEND

react when news came of
D-Day. On April 25, 1944,
Watertown Mayor Charles A.
Winslow opposed a plan to
ring church bells when news
of the invasion came.

Mayor Winslow preferred
saving such public displays
for "great victories" with an
eye toward "a noisy reception
to news of the end of the war."

"When D-Day arrives, there
will be no need for public sig-
nals," the mayor said. "The
radios and newspapers will
bring us the important news
minutes after the invasion is
launched."

He added, "The effect of
public signals, especially on
wives and mothers whose
sons may be going into battle,
would be adverse and could

have serious consequences.
We are informed by reliable
medical authority that the re-
sulting shock might even be
fatal in some cases."

City residents did receive
a shock on Saturday, June 3,
1944 when the Associated
Press reported erroneously
that the Allied invasion of the
European continent had be-
gun. That afternoon, at 4:39,
the Belmont Stakes horse rac-
ing program was interrupted
over WWNY radio, which at
that time was owned and op-
erated by the Watertown Dai-
ly Times. The erroneous news
flash was broadcast via the
Columbia Radio Network.

But five minutes later, at

See D-DAYT17
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first announced the land-
ings in a series of flashes that
began at 12:30 a.m. Eastern

of churches throughout the
Northern New York for ring-
ing church bells to announce

D-Day

June2025+17

hours ahead of Eastern U.S. AP and United Press came in
time). WWNY first aired news with news ofit simultaneously
of the landing at 2:02 a.m.

FromT16 the beginning of the inva- Time. (Normandy time is six Eastern time. The wires of the See D-DAYT18
sion," the Times reported.

4:44 p.m., the network an-

nounced the flash was in THEALLIES LAND

error after receiving a kill or- Most of the north country o en Monda _saturda

der from the AP. This "pre- yyassleepingwhen news came p y y

vented operation of the plan

of the June 6 invasion. Berlin

8:00am-5:00pm
315-376-3921
Over 75 Flavors of Cheese

Fresh Cheese Curd
Croghan Bologna
Maple Syrup
Aged Cheddar

Assault troops approach Omaha Beach, June 6, 1944. The original
caption for this iconic US Coast Guard image reads “INTO THE
JAWS OF DEATH — Down the ramp of a Coast Guard landing
barge Yankee soldiers storm toward the beach-sweeping fire of
Nazi defenders in the D-Day invasion of the French Coast. Chief
Photographer’s Mate Robert F. Sargent, U.S. Coast Guard.

GOTGOODCHEESE.

The St. Lawrence County IDA proudly
supports the U.S. Army at Fort Drum

Welcome Service Members and Families to an
Exceptional Quality of Life in St. Lawrence County, NY!

o 5 Military Friendly Colleges

o Employment Opportunities in a Variety of Industries
Exceptional Education & Training Opportunities
Recreational Fun for the Whole Family
Community Support and Service Organizations
Entrepreneurship: Ready to start your own business?
Lower Cost of Living
And so much more!!

St.Lawrence County

Industrial Development Agency

Visit the St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency
www.SLCIDA.com/living-here/military-to-civilian/
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to the Times at 3:33 a.m. East-
ern time. The AP flash simply
read: "London - Eisenhower's
headquarters announces the
Alliesland in France."

As the sun rose in Water-
town on that trying Tuesday
and as the day wore on, res-
idents prayed. Apparently,
bells were not rung.

"Between 11:30 and 11:50
this morning, the business
section was crowded with
children and adults but sud-
denly the crowds vanished as
they left for their respective
churches. And in a few min-
utes the entire business sec-

Tay

tion presented a deserted ap-
pearance," the Times, which
published extra editions, re-
ported.

At the Hotel Woodruff,
people flocked to a window
display that featured a large
map that show the progress
of Allied forces along with the
latest news bulletins.

In Gouverneur at 8 a.m., the
memorial tower amplifier of
the First Presbyterian church
played chimes and "God Bless
America." Merchants dis-
played flags before their plac-
es of business.

Advertisers took time to
show appreciation of the dis-
semination of news on the
progress of the invasion. In
a "Gratitude"-headlined ad-
vertisement, International

U.S. Army 250th

Business Machines Corp.
wrote: "This, the greatest
achievement of information
ever recorded, makes us real-
ize what our men faced when
they landed, and more fully
understand the depth of our
obligation as individuals and
organizations in backing up
our armed forces."

According to the The World
War II museum in New Or-
leans, by June 11, with the
beachheads firmly secured,
more than 326,000 Allied
troops had crossed with more
than 100,000 tons of military
equipment.

In 1969, on the 25th an-
niversary of the invasion,
the Watertown Daily Times
reported that more than 70
Northern New Yorkers went

Your Northern New York Buick Destination R

Molors ‘l

10 Willow St., Massena - 315.769.9929 - faymotors.com

W BUICK

ashore on D-Day with engi-
neering units, medical out-
fits and headquarters units.
Navy personnel were among
those aboard bouncing land-
ing craft. Others flew over
the beaches in bombers and
fighter aircraft.

EARLY FIGHTING

At least three Jefferson
County residents were casu-
alties of D-Day, killed in the
first days of fighting. They
were members of the 299th
Combat Engineers Battalion,
which came ashore blasting
obstacles.

The three:

* Cpl. Joseph Shimkonis,
19, of St. Mary Street, Water-
town, killed June 6.

* Cpl. Tech Clarence E.
Wetterhahan, 36, Chaumont,
killed June 6.

*Cpl. Charles Leland Wood,
19, son of city manager C. Le-
land Wood. He was killed four
days after the beachhead.

Several other Watertown-
area troops participated. They
would later work at such ci-
vilian tasks as truck drivers,
bridge painters, school teach-
ers and firefighters. For ex-
ample, in 1969, the Times re-
ported that Theodore C. Finn,

Factory Street, served with the
41st Armored Infantry unit of
the Second Armored Division.
"They were firing everything,"
Mr. Finn recalled in 1969.
"Our orders were to get away
from the beach. They kept us
moving. We'd run and hit the
dirt. We went inland about a
mile to regroup.”

Pvt. Finn was 21 on D-Day.
Later in 1944, he received the
Bronze Star for saving the
lives of nine wounded com-
rades after their half-track ve-
hicle had been wrecked in an
enemy mine field in Germany
while under heavy fire. He lat-
er served in the Korean War.
Back home, he became a ma-
chine operator with New York
Central Railroad and Penn
Central Railroad and with
Conrail until his retirement in
1983. He died of a heart attack
atthe age of 74 in 1995.

The Times, through social
media, sought local survivors
of D-Day in 2019. Also, Veter-
ans Service Agencies directors
in Jefferson, St. Lawrence and
Lewis counties were contact-
ed to discover if they knew of
any local D-Day survivors.
The directors of Jefferson and

SeeD-DAYT19
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Lewis county's Veterans Ser-
vice Agencies forwarded the
request to local VFWs and
Legions posts. The requests
were fruitless. The National
World War II museum says
there is no official resource
for how many D-Day veter-
ans remain. The number of
remaining WWII veterans is
estimated in 2019 was just un-
der 500,000. By 2025 and the
250th Annivesrsary of the U.S.
Army, that number has plum-
meted to about 66,000.

OSWEGO'S VETERAN OF THE YEAR

On May 17, 2019 the city of
Oswego honored Angelo Fa-
vata, 96, as that city's Veteran
of the Year. The Army veteran
participated in the D-Day in-
vasion on Omaha Beach, the
Battle of the Bulge and action
along the Rhine River as his
unit made its way to Berlin.

Mr. Favata, who died on
Jan. 22, 2021, preferred not
to talk to the Times about his
D-Day experiences. He told
a daughter that they are too

ST250"
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painful to recall. "He never re-
ally spoke much about the war
to us kids, just bits and piec-
es, here and there," said Sarah
Weigelt.

However, Mr. Favata did re-
call his experiences in 2013 as
partof a "Wartime Memories"
project that featured 31 World
War II veterans from Oswego,
Jefferson and St. Lawrence
counties. They were added
to the state's permanent ar-
chives through Sen. Patricia
A. Ritchie's "Veterans Voices"
program.

The interviews collected
through program were sent
to the New York State Mili-
tary Museum and Veterans
Research Center. Located in
Saratoga Springs, the muse-
um seeks to relate the history
of New York's central role in
every one of America's major
military conflicts, from the
Revolution to the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

In the 16-minute "Veter-
ans Voices" video,Mr. Favata
recalled that he wasn't in the
initial invasion, hitting the
beach four days after June 6.

"We didn't have it as bad
as the other guys who went
in the first time," Mr. Fava-
ta, an ammunition corporal,

U.S. Army 250th

said for the video. "We were
the LSTs - they dropped the
end of that down in the water,
we had to walk through wa-
ter a couple of feet." (At this
point in the video, Mr. Fava-
ta pauses to collect himself).
"The water was all blood. A
lot of dead bodies in the water
yet. There were ships as far as
you could see ... We were with
General Patton at the time ...
We caught up with them on
the front lines and we went
up to set up our gun. We had
a crane-operated truck to set
the gunup."

QUALITIESTO LIVE FOR
With the number of World
War II survivors dwindling,
what they experienced in du-
ty for their country is often

left up to their descendants to
pass along. Julianne Oliver, a
Spanish teacher at Lyme Cen-
tral High School, misses the
calls she made to her grand-
father, Andor Bocskor, each
D-Day. Her grandfather es-
caped Axis powers in Hungary
and fought for the U.S.

"My grandfather was so
proud to be an American,"
Ms. Oliver said. "Specifically,
concerning D-Day, I would
call him every year as an adult
to thank him for his service. I
knew how much the day had
affected him."

Mr. Bocskor, of Wadding-
ton, died at the age of 93 in
2013. He was born in Water-
town on Nov. 18, 1919. He,
his parents and his siblings
moved back to Hungary when
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he was 3, but an older broth-
er stayed behind. But Mr.
Bocskor returned to the U.S.,
catchingthelastboatto Amer-
ica before World War II broke
out. Some of his brothers and
a sister had to stay behind.
Two brothers were conscript-
ed into the Axis powers. He
was in the Army's 188th Quar-
termaster Railhead Company
as a private first class and was
one of 50 soldiers in the unit
chosen for the 6th Amphibi-
ous Special Engineers. Land-
ing on the third wave on D-
Day, he fought at Normandy,
continuing through France
and Belgium and as far as the
Rhine River.

"I don't really like to talk

See D-DAYT20
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about that," Mr. Bocskor told
the Timesin 2011.

"My grandfather would
never tell me details about D-
Day," said Ms. Oliver. "Only
one time did he say that as his
wave of soldiers came onto
the beach that day, he had to
pass so many bodies. He had
tearsin his eyes."

Ms. Oliver said her grandfa-
ther saw first-hand how much
more opportunity there was
in the U.S. compared to other
countries; something worth
fighting for.

"He made sure we realized
how wonderful this country

was," said Ms. Oliver. "He al-
so wanted us to be aware of
the rest of the world and to
try and understand other cul-
tures to better cultivate peace.
Istudied languages and inter-
national relations in college
partly because of this."

Ms. Oliver and her hus-
band, Edward, have passed
along qualities inspired by
Mr. Bocskor to their daugh-
ters, Elle, Kate, and Ryse.

"We have taken our daugh-
ters on trips to many other
countries to raise awareness
of the world and their place in
it," Ms. Oliver said. "They re-
member the man they called
Nagypapa well and they do
realize the impact he had on
our family."

U.S. Army 250th

INVASION DATE: June 6,
1944 - The D in D-Day stands
for “day” since the final invasion
date was unknown and weather
dependent.

ALLIED FORCES: More than
150,000 Allied troops from the
United States, the United King-
dom, Canada, Free France and
Norway.

INVASION AREA: The Allied
code names for the beaches
alongthe 50-mile stretch of Nor-
mandy coast targeted for land-
ing were Utah, Omaha, Gold,
Juno and Sword. Omaha was the
costliest beach in terms of Allied
casualties.

THE ARMADA: 6,000 ships
and landing craft, 50,000 vehi-
clesand 11,000 planes.

COMMANDERS: United
States, Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Omar Bradley; United King-

 Spacious Rooms . Efﬁency « Free WiFi

: 3 Héndicapped Accessible - Air Conditioning

|

« Heated Pool - Children’s Play Area

=1'77(315) 369-6138
www.christysmotel.com

HELPING

Our VA-accredited team includes some proud
U.S. military veterans who understand your journey:
because we've walked it too.

The Allied armada disgorges itscargo on Omaha beach.LSTs hav

beached themselves and are unloading vehicles as freighters
stand further off and are unloaded by LVCPs and DUKWs. Gift of
Jeffery M. Cole and Mary Egan, The National WWII Museum Inc.

dom, Bernard Law Montgom-
ery, Trafford Leigh-Mallory,
Arthur Tedder, Miles Dempsey
and Bertram Ramsay; Germany,
Erwin Rommel, Gerd von Rund-
stedt and Friedrich Dollmann.

CASUALTIES: Numbers rep-
resent total killed, wounded,
missing or captured - United
States, 8,230; United Kingdom,
2,700; Canada, 1,074.

THE OUTCOME: By June 11,
with the beachheads firmly se-

Whether it's disability claims, appeals, or navigating VA benefits,
we're here to fight for you with the same dedication
we brought to our service.

 IIM WA Q Contact Us Today For a Free Consultation
COMERFORD

INJURY & DISABILITY LAW

cured, more than 326,000 Allied
troops had crossed with more
than 100,000 tons of military
equipment. Paris was liberated
on Aug. 25. Germany surren-
dered on May 8, 1945.

WWII VETERANS TODAY
(2025): The number of remain-
ing WWII veterans is estimated
at about 66,000. There is no of-
ficial resource for how many
D-Day veterans remain.

Source: ww2 museum
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At 40 years, Advocate Drum firing on all cylinders

CELEBRATING

250 YEARS
OF THE U.S. ARMY/
Spring Valley Garden Center;

North County community members rally for Fort Drumin
March 2015 at Jefferson Community College. The Army was
looking to cut up to 16,000 personnel from Fort Drum under its
Supplemental Programmatic Environmental Assessment done
that year. Only 28 jobs were cut. Watertown Daily Times

By Chris Brock
chrock@wdt.net

In March 1990, five years af-
ter the 10th Mountain Division
was reactivated at Fort Drum
as one of the Army's new light
infantry divisions, Michael S.
McFadden arrived as an enlist-
edsoldier.

"] grew up in southern Lou-
isiana, so when I was walking
from reception to my first unit,
which you do when you are
in light infantry, it was snow-
ing," he recalled. "I was quite
shocked."

It was a cool reception for
the flight medic, but in those
35 years since he arrived here
from Mandeville, Louisiana,
McFadden, a 32-year Army vet-
eran, has forged a relationship
between Fort Drum and the
local military community that
grows stronger by the day. In
July, he was named executive
director of Advocate Drum, the
organization that leads local
efforts to protect and enhance
the base's value to the military
and community.

As Advocate Drum marks its
40th anniversary, McFadden
is especially energized as he
fills a gap in Advocate Drum
leadership at the nonprofit.
In 2018, New York cut Military
Base Retention funds for six
communities, including fund-

ing that went to help sustain
Advocate Drum. The cut meant
that Advocate Drum had no ex-
ecutive leader from 2019 until
last July, when McFadden was
hired, thanks to a $1 million
grant from Empire State Devel-
opment. In the spring of 2023,
Thomas H. Carman, immedi-
ate past Advocate Drum board
chairman, said, "If we don't
have funding for Advocate
Drum, we remain as we are,
which is extremely flat-footed."

"Without an executive direc-
tor for almost five years, the or-
ganization, in some ways, was
kind of stagnant," McFadden
said. "Obviously, the volun-
teers did a phenomenal job in
terms of trying to keep Advo-
cate Drum in the fight in advo-
cating for Fort Drum in the lo-
cal community."

In addition to an executive
director, the advocacy is going
astep further.

"One of the areas that fell
to the wayside was the adver-
tising, the branding of the or-
ganization," McFadden said.
"When I came on board, we
immediately worked to hire a
marketing firm to help revamp
our website, and to help us get
back into the community, so
people could truly understand

See ADVOCATE T22
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HAPPY 250TH BIRTHDAY
UNITED STATES MILITARY!

- 2504EARS -~

For 250 years, the men and women of our armed

forces have stood guard over our freedoms with
courage, sacrifice, and unwavering dedication.

To our Soldiers, Veterans, and Military Families:
Thank you for your service.
Thank you for your strength.
Thank you for being the heart of our community.

We Salute You. We Celebrate You.

Yo ™

At Watertown Family YMCA, we are honored to serve a
community that stands shoulder-to-shoulder with our
nation’s heroes every day.

ARMED SERVICES YMCA

WATERTOWN FAMILY YMCA
Serving Watertown.
Supporting Fort Drum.
Strengthening Community.

Advocate

FromT21

Advocate Drum and what it is
we do each day."

ACRUCIALLINK

In 1985, the Fort Drum Steer-
ing Council was created follow-
ing the decision by the Depart-
ment of Defense in September
1984 that the 10th Mountain
Division would be reactivat-
ed as a light infantry unit. The
Steering Council, funded by the
federal Office of Economic Ad-
justment (now called the Office
for Local Defense Community
Cooperation) and sponsoring
local agencies, helped to build
the north country's knowledge
base regarding the Army's deci-
sion to station the 10th Moun-
tain Division at Fort Drum. As
local leaders and elected offi-
cials began to understand the
impact, community develop-
ment plans were addressed.

Funding provisions for the
Steering Council expired in
1990. In its wake came the cre-
ation of the Fort Drum Regional
Liaison Organization, designed
to carry on the council's mis-
sion as a volunteer member-
ship organization. FDRLO was
rebranded as Advocate Drum
in 2018 to better reflect its mis-
sion. Advocate Drum is also
funded by Jefferson, Lewis and
St. Lawrence counties and by
individual and corporate mem-
bership fees.

"Fort Drum, being the
unique installation that it is,
needed, and still needs an orga-
nization like this," McFadden
said. "Fort Drum doesn't have
a large medical facility on post,
so alotof significant health care
issues come off post. There are
no educational facilities on Fort
Drum, all education happens
for our children of the military
off post. Those are two unique
factors for Fort Drum thatdon't
exist at most military installa-
tions. So, having an organiza-
tion like Advocate Drum helps
the link between the local com-
munity and the military instal-
lation."

McFadden was involved in
one of those earlier base-com-
munity links. In the early 1990s,
there wasn't a civilian life flight
in the north country. Fort

Drum, with McFadden literally
on board, was involved as the
base began providing the ser-
vice to the community. He was
non-commissioned officer in
charge of MAST - the Military
Assistance to Safety and Traffic
program, which involves using
military resources like helicop-
ters and medical personnel to
assist in civilian medical emer-
gencies, particularly highway
crashes.

"Three or four times a week,
I would fly medical evacuation
missions in support of car and
snowmobile accidents," Mc-
Fadden said, and he became
"ingrained" into the north
country community.

"I would fly to local fire de-
partments and demonstrate,
'How do you call us?' and how
to interact with the Army, how
to setup alanding zone to bring
a helicopter in - all those types
of things. That's when I started
to getinvolved."

In 1991, McFadden met
Sheryl Lynne Mallette, a
Lowville native. They were
married in 1993, live in Croghan
and have three children. Mc-
Fadden's military service took
him away from Fort Drum but
was again stationed with the
10th Mountain Division in
2010 as chief executive officer/
task force commander for avi-
ation and deployed to East-
ern Afghanistan in support of
medical evacuations for service
members. He then advanced to
deputy chief executive officer,
overseeing the operating bud-
get and leading planning and
preparation of the organization
for combat operations in Af-
ghanistan.

Following his deployment to
Afghanistan, McFadden served
as the chief executive officer/
task force commander in An-
sbach, Germany, where he
supervised the planning and
execution of multiple training
programs across Europe and
NATO countries. His contin-
ued advance included deputy
chief of staff for the U.S. Army
Aviation Center of Excellence,
Enterprise, Alabama; director
of aviation operations/chief of
plan for the U.S. Army XVII Air-
borne Corps, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina; and chief executive
officer for the 3rd Combat Avi-
ation Bridge, Savannah, Geor-

See ADVOCATET23
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gia/Europe.

RALLYING THE COMMUNITY

One of the successes of Ad-
vocate Drum over the years
has been opposing about a half
dozen versions of BRAC - Base
Realignment and Closure pro-
cesses, which look at reducing
or eliminating military installa-
tions around the country. " Ad-
vocate Drum is at the forefront
when it comes to rallying the
community and speaking up
on behalf of Fort Drum, wheth-
er it's our local or federally
elected officials, to ensure that
Fort Drum remains a viable
military community," McFad-
densaid.

Without Advocate Drum, the
base would not have a point of
contact to deal with such is-
sues, headded.

"We meet regularly with the
garrison leadership to sit down
at least once a quarter to talk
about issues happening on the
installation or what issues we
can potentially help them with.
And we share potential issues
here in the community with the
installation."

Last week, annual figures
were released reflecting the
base's impact on the local
economy when Advocate
Drum and the Development
Authority of the North Country
released their annual economic
impact study. It shows that for
the federal fiscal year ending
on Sept. 30, 2024, Fort Drum's
total economic impact on the
region was $2.55 billion, a slight
increase from $2.5 billion from

the year prior. That number
includes $1.9 billion in direct
spending in Jefferson, Lewis,
and St. Lawrence counties, plus
an extra $655 million in addi-
tional economic activity.

The economic impact of
Fort Drum is evident across
the community, and Advocate
Drum is there to also help ad-
vocate for others. For example,
" Advocate Drum was essential
in spearheading the initiative
for the Watertown YMCA new
Aquatics Center project," said
Shawna Cutuli, CEO of the Wa-
tertown Family YMCA. "With
the help of Advocate Drum,
we were able to secure a 9-mil-
lion-dollar Department of De-
fense grant that helped build
our new downtown YMCA.
Funding opportunities like this
would not be available with-
out the unique relationship we
have serving Fort Drum. The
Watertown YMCA plays such
animportantrole in supporting
military families and the com-
munity."

Also in May, Empire State
Development announced a
$4 million award to support a
$13 million project at Jefferson
Community College aimed at
keeping Fort Drum soldiers
and their spouses in the area
upon completion of their mil-
itary service. The Dulles Build-
ing on JCC's Coffeen Street
campus will be renovated and
outfitted as the Next Move NY
Vocational Training and Job
Readiness Facility, which will
enhance offerings at the college
and further develop the work-
force pipeline for transitioning
soldiers and their spouses to
help them attain local employ-
ment, according to ESD.

"It's basically to build our
workforce talent with approxi-

R e e

102 mm howitzer gun crews fire live rounds during training

exercises at Fort Drum in 2011. Watertown Daily Times

U.S. Army 250th
mately 3,600 soldiers that leave
Fort Drum each year, as well
as veterans from other instal-
lations who are coming back
here," McFadden said. "How
do we get them into the work-

force and help us build our
overall workforce?"

Such advocacy was in the
forefront May 7 in Albany
during the annual Fort Drum
Day at the capitol. About a doz-

June 202523
en community members spent

the day in Albany educating
elected officials on the north
country, and its community in-
cluding Fort Drum.

TETHE DENTIYT!

Treat Yourself & Your Family To
Comfortable, Safe & Anxiety Free
Dental Care In Our Office

CLAYTON

DENTAL OFFICE

Scott LaClair, DDS

Committed to improving the patient
experience with cutting edge technology
and compassionate care!

315-686-5142

775 Graves Street, Clayton
ClaytonDentalOffice.com

[l
VISA
Mast@




24 - June 2025

U.S. Army 250th

It was May at its best’

80YEARS AGO, WATERTOWN JOINED VICTORY IN EUROPE CELEBRATIONS

By CHRIS BROCK
chrock@wadt.net
e dark clouds of
orld War 1I were fi-
nally seeing evidence
of being permanently
cast aside 80 years ago
when Victory in Europe was an-
nounced.

In Watertown, those clouds
were especially prevalent — lit-
erally. When the city celebrat-
ed VE-Day on Monday, May 7,
1945, it was a day earlier than
the official May 8 designation. It
created one of thelargest crowds
ever to gather in the city.

Mother Nature looked down

favorably when up to 8,000 peo-
ple gathered at 2 p.m. on Public
Square for a service of “thanks-
giving.”

“It had rained continuous-
ly for 13 days,” the Watertown
Daily Times reported on May
8, 1945. “It started to rain again
early this morning. But yester-

SEAOMM

seacomm.org | (800) 764-0566

HARPRPY#250iMH

BIRTHDAY TO
THE U.S. ARMY!!

BUILDING SYSTEMS INC.

1015 WATER ST, WATERTOWN, NY 13601
315-785-9884 | WWW.DC-BUILDINGSYSTEMS.COM

day was an ideal day, sunshiny,
warm and pleasant.

“Itwas May atitsbest.”

A sense of good overcom-
ing evil was prevalent. On the
weekend before victory was an-
nounced, people took seats at
the Olympic Theatre for a spe-
cial three-night program that
showed newly released U.S. Ar-
my films about Nazi prison and
slave camps and related atroci-
ties.

But in Watertown and other
communities around the north
country, VE-Day was not a time

VE-Day sidelights

from the Timesfiles:

* Stores in Watertown were
closed within 5 minutes after the
firstannouncement was made that
Germany had surrendered. "Clerks
rushed out of stores and propri-
etors immediately had customers
leave..."

* A large sign, "This is It,"
covered the entire window of the
Woodruff Cigar store.

* The "aerial bombs" that
exploded over the city brought
people running out of homes and
stores shouting, "It's all over in Eu-
rope!"

* Elevators in buildings where
there are a number of physicians'
offices were kept operating in case
persons needed to reach a doctor's
office foran emergency.

* A display window at the
J.R. Miller clothing store attracted
attention. "In the center section of
the window was a scaffold with a
painted miniature of Hitler hang-
ing fromit."

*In Potsdam, the high school
was closed at 11 a.m. and steam
pressure was stepped up at the De-
pot Street paper mill in preparation
for long blasts of the whistle to an-
nounce victory.

* In Ogdenshurg, Canadian
residents from border towns along
the St. Lawrence River crossed the
river in great numbers to join the
Americans for the observance.
Crowds jammed ferry boats to ca-

pacity.

of wild celebration. The Times
used the word “observances” to
describe the happenings. The
war was not over. Victory over
Japan wouldn’t come for anoth-
er three months.

“The day was observed with
dignityand decorum,” the paper
reported.

On May 8, 1945, Gen. Alfred
Jodl, chief of staff of the German
Wehrmacht, surrendered un-
conditionally to the Allies at Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s head-
quarters in Reims, France. The
following morning, President
Harry Truman and British Prime
Minister Winton Churchill joint-
ly proclaimed Victory in Europe
Day.

The war in Europe was de-
clared over at midnight, May 8,
1945.

In Watertown, businesses
closed for the day as church bells
tolled. Factory whistles blew for
5minutes, the city’s siren system
blasted and 10 “aerial bombs”
exploded at 15-second intervals.

“There will be sorrow too, in
homes from which the boys who
left so bravely will never return,”
a Times editorial said. “They are
buried under white crosses in
Italy, in France, in Belgium and
in Germany. In this hour of vic-
tory, the sadness in these homes
will be all the greater. These boys
made the supreme sacrifice.”

As the public prepared to
welcome soldiers back home, a
sense of unease continued, and
notjust for the continuing war.

“They were worried in the
future there would be another
depression,” said Donna Alvah,
department of history associate
professor at St. Lawrence Uni-
versity, Canton.

Donna Alvah, department of
history associate professor at St.
Lawrence University, Canton.
SLU

Ms. Alvah, also the college’s
Margaret Vilas chairwoman of
U.S. History and History Depart-
ment chairwoman, said that in
hindsight, we know there was an
economic boom after the war.

“But the people at the time
were thinking they might go

See VEDAYT25
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People jammed Public Square in Watertown on May 7, 1945 for a thanksgiving service in observance
of VE-Day. This photo was taken from the third floor of the Woolworth building. Watertown Daily

Times

VE Day
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back to the Great Depression of
the 1930s,” she said. “They didn’t
know the economy was going to
boom the wayit did thanks in part
to the Cold War that gave people
alot of jobs in the defense indus-

Asmuch of the public still wor-
ried, the soldiers fighting the war
just wanted to get home. Ms. Al-
vah said that there was extensive
research at the time asking sol-
diers their thoughts on the rea-
sons they were fighting.

“Their top reason wasn't ‘good
versus evil,”” Ms. Alvah said.
“Their top reason was to help the
war be over so we can go home
and to help their fellow soldiers.”

The drive to defeat Hitler was
definitely on their minds, Ms. Al-

Dione-Rumble | VFW Post 7227

vah said.

“But they also had these other
practical concerns they appar-
ently were giving to the social
scientists who were doing these
studies: ‘I want to go home.” ‘1
want to go back to my family.”

Michael H. McDermott, com-
mander of the New York State
American Legion. VFW

Michael H. McDermott, com-
mander of the New York State
American Legion, is a Vietnam
War combat veteran who as a
child listened to his uncles, World
War II veterans, talk about the
conflictin unguarded moments.

“What I heard was everybody
was happy to be home,” Mr. Mc-
Dermott of Homer, Cortland
County, said. “There was more to
afamily then than there is now as
farasbeingtogether.”

Mr. McDermott is worried
that people today have forgotten
about the sacrifices of soldiers

Military
Members
Welcome

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

668 West End Ave., Carthage, NY 13619

Phone: (315)493-0530
Hours: Mon-Wed 3pm-10pm « Thurs., Fri.& Sat. 12pm- 12am
Sunday 12pm -10pm

past.

This copy of the unconditional
capitulation act signed in Reims,
France belonged to Admiral Karl
Donitz. He authenticated this
copy on April 15, 1977, notably

by stating “This document was
signed on my order by General
JodL” It's preserved at the Musée
de la Reddition (Museum of the
Surrender) in Reims, France.
Musée delaReddition

“People don’t remember like
they used to because alot of these
peoplethatwerereallyaffected by
it are dead,” he said. “That’s one
of the problems with our country.
We forget about the older people,
so to speak, and what they did for
our country. It’s ‘What can I get
now?’ not ‘What did they do for
me? Maybe I'm putting it wrong,
but that'show I feel.”

Whenpeoplegathered on Pub-
lic Square in Watertown 75 years
ago, it was before the realization

June2025+25

of what power the atomic bomb
would bring. At the celebration,
Watertown Mayor Charles A.
Winslow told the crowd: “Now
Japan must be made to realize
that the nation that takes up the
sword shall perish byit, and when
the final victory is accomplished
and Japan has been laid low, we
shall have a better world in which
tolive and your children and their
children and all succeeding gen-
erations will again live in peace
and security for all time.”

In the Times files, on the 40th
anniversary of VE-Day, Washing-
ton Post writer Michael Kernan
wrote that “somebody called”
May 8, 1945 “The Last Happy

See VE-DAYT26
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U.S. Army from American Revolution to Global War on Terror
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United States Army
REVOLUTIONARYWAR

The fighting at Lexington and
Concord on April 19, 1775, unit-
ed the 13 colonies in a war for
liberty. Within weeks, the Con-
tinental Congress met in Phila-
delphia. On June 14, it adopted
the New England army around
Boston, placed George Wash-
ington in command, and autho-
rized ten rifle companies from
Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Virginia. The Army proved its
mettle at Bunker Hill, and Wash-
ington soon began turning veter-
an militia and new recruits into
Continental soldiers. The Army
suffered many reverses in the
years that followed, but victories
at places like Trenton, Princeton
and Saratoga slowly turned the
tide and brought the French into
the war. The Valley Forge win-
ter transformed the Army into a
more professional force. Defens-
es such as those at West Point
checked the British, while Con-
tinentals and militia in the south
drew a British army to Yorktown
where it surrendered to Wash-
ington in 1781. Two years later,
the war ended, and the United
Stateswonindependence.

FACTS

1. Most soldiers carried
smoothbore muskets, not rifles.
The rifle was more accurate, but
tooklonger toload and could not
mountabayonet.

2. A trained Continental Sol-
dier could load and fire his mus-
ket three times a minute.

3. A musket required 13 steps
toload and fire. Failure to follow
themmightresultinaflashinthe
pan, meaning the musket fired,
but the main charge did not go
off. We still use the term to de-
scribe afailed action.

4. Most soldiers learned to

fight in disciplined ranks, using
thebayonet.

5.In 1775. Army daily rations,
when available, consisted of a
pound of salt beef, a pound of
fish, or % pound of pork per day,
a pound of bread or flour, a pint
of milk, and a %2 pint of rice or
cornmeal. The Army also issued
three pints of peas or beans per
week or avegetable equivalent.

6. Groups of six soldiers
formed a mess and cooked their
rations together in a tin, or iron
kettle, orsometimesaskillet. The
same mess also shared a tent.

7. Women accompanied the
Army, serving as laundresses,
nursing the sick, and other es-
sential duties. Although not paid,
women drew halfaration.

8. Women sometimes joined
the fight. Margaret Corbin
helped load a cannon at the
defense of Fort Washington in
1776, where she was severely
wounded. Mary Ludwig Hays
did the same at Monmouth in
1778. Both women earned pen-
sions for their service.

9. The Army launched the first
successful submarine, the TUR-
TLE, against the British in 1776.
The TURTLE made two cruises,
but didn’t sink a ship.

10. The Battle of the Clouds
near Philadelphia in 1777 is
so named because a tropical
storm doused the two armies
as they prepared for battle. So
much rain fell that their powder
became soaked, and the two
armies could not see each other.
[tis perhaps the only battle to be
rained out.

CIVILWAR/WESTERN EXPANSION

After decades of escalating
tensions over the issue of slavery,
eleven Southern states seceded

See ARMYT27

VE-Day

Day.”

“Ireally believe that if nec-
essary again, people would
have it in them to sacrifice
for something important and
precious to them,” Ms. Alvah
said. “But they've become a

lot more cynical, especially
since the Vietnam War, Wa-
tergate and the Senate in-
vestigation (the 1975 Church
committee) into what the
government had done in pre-
vious years secretly. People
are more cynical about what
the government is telling
them and what the govern-
ment’s motives are in going
to wars and entering into mil-
itary operations.”
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from the Union and formed the
Confederate States of America.
On April 12, 1861, Confederate
forces began the Civil War by fir-
ing on Fort Sumter in Charleston
Harbor, South Carolina. Over the
next four years, roughly two mil-
lionvolunteer soldiers enlisted in
the Armyand conducted military
operations to bring the Southern
states backinto the Union. These
military campaigns stretched
across the country, from Penn-
sylvania to Florida to New Mexi-
co.In September 1862, following
the Battle of Antietam, President
Abraham Lincoln expanded U.S.
war aims to include the emanci-
pation of slaves. After a bloody
conflict in which more than
620,000 Union and Confeder-
ate soldiers died from combat,
disease or related causes, U.S.
forces under the command of
Lieutenant General Ulysses S.
Grant forced the surrender of the
last major Confederate armies
in April 1865. The Civil War was
followed by the period known as
Reconstruction, during which
the U.S. government tried to re-
unify the divided nation. West-
ward expansion was a major
contributing factor to the Rev-
olutionary War and remained a
key concept in American politics
and international relations from
the end of the revolution in 1783
until the end of the 19th century.
Throughout this time, the U.S.
Army embodied the will of its
civilian political leaders on the
frontier as the young nation ne-
gotiated with—and fought nu-
merous wars against—the sov-
ereign American Indian nations
in recently acquired territories,
fended off the encroachment
of foreign powers, facilitated
commerce, and protected local
communities. Over the course
of some 120 years, the U.S. Army
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developed into a professional

and accountable force capable

of defending America’s conti-

nental-scale interests against all

enemies—foreign and domestic.
FACTS

Five future U.S. Presidents
served in the Army during the
American Civil War: Ulysses
S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes,
James A. Garfield, Benjamin
Harrison and William McKinley.

Amajor staple of Civil War ra-
tions was hardtack, a type ofhard
biscuit that wasissued in place of
bread. It consisted of three ingre-
dients: flour, water, and (occa-
sionally) salt.

Volunteer companies were
typically recruited from a single
community or town and num-
bered 100 officers and men on
paper, but casualties, disease
and desertion often reduced
them to less than 50 percent
strength on the battlefield.

Union and Confederate
armies used both smoothbore
and rifled artillery, with the
most common guns being the
12 -pound Napoleon, the 10
-pound Parrott Rifle and the
3-inch Ordnance Rifle.

During the American Civil
War, President Abraham Lin-
coln signed a bill that created the
Medal of Honor. The first Medals
of Honor were awarded to vol-
unteer Union soldiers from Ohio
infantry regiments who partici-
pated in the Andrews Raid (also
known as the “Great Locomotive
Chase”) in April 1862.

More than 180,000 black sol-
diers, manyformerslaves, served
in the U.S. Army between 1862
and 1865 as part of the United
States Colored Troops (USCT).

During the Indian Wars, the
Army depended upon immi-
grants to fill its enlisted ranks.
Fifty percent or more of recruits
each year were foreign -born,
with thelargestnumbers coming
fromIreland and Germany.

Native Americans often
proved the most effective scouts

U.S. Army 250th

employed by the Army during
the Indian Wars. The insignia of
the Indian Scouts, crossed ar-
rows, later served as inspiration

for the insignia the First Special
Service Force and Special Forces.

After the Civil War, the Army
raised four regiments of all-black
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soldiers for frontier service: The
9th and 10th Cavalry and the

See ARMYT28
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24thand 25th Infantry.
WORLDWARI
In August 1914, years of esca-
lating competition between Eu-
ropean alliances culminated in

U.S. Army 250th

the outbreak of the First World
War. The two sides engaged in a
savage war of attrition, defined
by opposing trenches, barbed
wire, poison gas and mass ca-
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sualties. The U.S. initially main-
tained its neutrality but was
eventually drawn into the con-
flictin April 1917. Despite having
less than 130,000 soldiers at the
beginning, the Army eventually
grew to over four million, with
nearly two million Soldiers serv-
ing in Europe. In battles such as
the Second Marne, St. Mihiel,
and the Meuse-Argonne, the
Army entered the modern era.
In six months of fighting, nearly
50,000 Americans lost their lives,
with another 190,000 wounded.
The guns fell silent with the Ar-
mistice of November 11, 1918.
FACTS

1. Lt. James Reese Europe and
the regimental band from the
369th Infantry introduced the
first purely American musical
genre, jazz, to Europe during the
war.

2. Most of the current Army’s
corps and divisions were formed
during the war, enabling gener-
ations of soldiers to trace their
unit’s lineage back to the con-
flict.

3. The war saw the emergence
of many of the weapon sys-
tems that have come to define
modern combat, with tanks,
airplanes, rapid-fire artillery,
machine guns and infantry units
cooperating on the battlefields
of Europe.

4. The Thompson sub-ma-
chinegun, made famous during
the gangster era of the 1920s and
30s, was originally designed for
the First World War trenches.

5. During the war, an Ameri-
can division was 28,000 soldiers,
about twice the size of a modern
division.

6. During the war, American
soldiers fought in France, Bel-
gium, Italy and Russia.

7. American soldiers were
known as “doughboys” in WWI.

8. The commander of the
American Expeditionary Forces
(AEF), General John J. Pershing,
was eventually awarded the rank
of General of the Armies, the on-
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ly American general to hold this
rank.

9. Many of the Army’s bases
within the United States, such as
Fort Lewis, WA, and Fort Dix, NJ,
were established during the war
as training centers. as Fort Lewis,
WA, and Fort Dix, NJ, were estab-
lished during the war as training
centers.

10. The Selective Service Sys-
tem was established during the
war to manage mobilization.

WORLDWARII

World War 1T began on Sep-
tember 1, 1939, when Nazi
Germany, under Adolf Hitler,
invaded Poland causing Great
Britain and France to declare
war on Germany. Nazi Germa-
ny, Fascist Italy and Imperial
Japan, known collectively as the
Axis Powers, aimed for world
domination. The U.S. initially re-
mained neutral but aided its Eu-
ropean allies by retooling its in-
dustries to become “the arsenal
ofdemocracy,” providing crucial
arms, ships, tanks, warplanes
and other essential war materi-
als to Great Britain, France and
eventually to the Soviet Union
and China. Simultaneously, the
United States expanded and
mobilized its armed forces for
potential conflict. On December
7, 1941, Imperial Japan attacked
the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii bringing the
United States directly into the
conflict. Injustunder4 years, the
U.S. and Allied Powers liberated
Europe and accepted Germa-
ny’s unconditional surrender on
May 8, 1945 and forced the un-
conditional surrender of Impe-
rial Japan on September 2, 1945.

FACTS
1.In mobilizing for World War
II, the U.S. Army expanded in
sizefrom 174,000in 1939 to near-
ly 11 million by thewar’s end.
2. The Lend-Lease program,
initiated by the United States in

See ARMYT29
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March 1941, provided over $50
billion worth of military supplies
to Allied nations, significantly
aiding their war efforts.

3. On D-Day, June 6,1944,
156,000 troops of the Allied Expe-
ditionary Force, commanded by
U.S. Army General Dwight D. Ei-
senhower, executed Operation
Overlord, landing in Normandy,
France breaking through Hitler’s
Atlantic Wall defenses and es-
tablishing the crucial foothold in
Europe tobeginitsliberation.

4. Supreme Allied Command-
er General Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er had never commanded mili-
tary units in battle prior to WWIL

5. General Douglas MacAr-
thur was brought out of retire-
ment to lead troops in WWII.
When he finally retired for good
in 1953, his military career had
spanned 50 years.

KOREANWAR

After a costly delaying action
in the summer of 1950, a coali-
tion of South Korea, the United
States and other United Nations
members defeated the invasion
and advanced into North Korea.
There the Chinese entered the
war, pushing the UN force back
into South Korea. The coalition
fought its way back to the mid-
dle of the Korean peninsula and
defeated two Chinese offensives
in the spring of 1951. Armistice
negations began in July 1951.
Until the armistice was signed
two years later, combat consist-
ed of small attacks, raids, and pa-
trolling.

FACTS
1. The war forced the U.S. Ar-
my to end its practice of racially
segregating Black and Puerto Ri-
cansoldiers.

2. Over 40,000 Korean soldiers
served in U.S. Army units during
the war, and the Korean Aug-
mentation to the U.S. Army pro-
gram has continued to this day.

3. Infantry units from eight
other UN coalition members
were attached to U.S. Army divi-
sions during the war.

VIETNAMWAR

The first contingent of U.S. Ar-
my advisers arrived in Vietham
in December 1950. That small
team of around 100 soldiers
slowly expanded to over 600 in
the next decade, and then grew
rapidly as the war between the

South Viethamese government
and the Communist insurgents
supported by North Vietnam in-
tensified. The U.S. Army in Viet-
nam reached its peak strength
of 364,200 soldiers in January
1969, organized around seven
divisions and twenty separate
combat brigades. The U.S. be-
ganwithdrawing ts forces in July
1969, and the last Army combat
unit left South Vietnam in Au-
gust 1971. The last U.S. combat
soldier came home in March
1973, while a small number
of non-combat personnel re-
mained until April 1975.
FACTS

1. The Army used an individ-
ual rather than unit replace-
ment system in Vietham. Most
Soldiers served a 12-month tour
with aminimum of two years be-
tween Vietham deployments.

2. The primary Army infantry
weapon in Vietnam, the M16 as-
saultrifle, was the predecessor to
the M-4rifle.

3. The U.S. Army pioneered
the concept of airmobile oper-
ations in Vietnam, first proven
in the field by the 1st Cavalry
Division when it fought North
Vietnamese units in the Central
Highlands in November 1965.
The MelGibson film, “We Were
Soldiers,” portrays the battle of
Landing Zone X-Ray during that
campaign.

4. The U.S. Army used near-
ly 11,000 helicopters in South
Vietnam during the war. At peak
strength, the Army employed
nearly 3,000 helicopters in coun-
try, with the 1st Cavalry Division
accounting for over 450 of those
aircraft.

5. The workhorse helicopter
of the Vietham War was the Bell
UH-1 “Iroquois,” better known
as the Huey. First deployed to
Vietnam in March 1962, the air-
craft served as a troop transport,
a medical evacuation vehicle, a
gunship, a psychological warfare
broadcaster and a reconnais-
sance aircraft equipped with
chemical “people sniffers.”

6. The sleek and deadly Bell
AH-1 “Cobra,” deployed to Viet-
nam in June 1967, was a dedi-
cated gunship that featured a
chin-mounted turret and side
pylons capable of carrying a
mixture of machine-guns, gre-
nade launchers, rockets and
wire-guided anti-tank missiles.

7.Thenimble, bubble-shaped
Hughes OH-6 “Cayuse,” bet-
ter known as the Loach from its
designation as a Light Observa-
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tion Helicopter (LOH), arrived
in Vietnam in 1966 and served as
the principal scout helicopter for
the Army during the war.

8. The provisional scout units
known as long-range reconnais-
sance patrols (LRRPs or Lurps)
that Army divisions formed in

the early years of the Vietham
War became in February 1969

See ARMY T30
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permanent formations in the
75th Ranger Regiment, a unit
which is now a part of the U.S.
Army’s Special Operations Com-
mand.

9. The U.S. Army’s Special

U.S. Army 250th

Forces, many of whom fought
alongside non-Vietnamese
tribespeople known as Montag-
nards, acquired their nickname
“GreenBerets” in 1961 when
President John F. Kennedy au-
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thorized soldiers to wear the dis-
tinctive headgear.
GULFWAR

On August 2, 1990, Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq invaded Kuwait,
its southern, oil-rich neighbor.
In response, President George
H.W. Bush launched Opera-
tion DESERT SHIELD to deter
further Iraqi aggression in the
region. By the fall, over 750,000
troops, comprising U.S. service-
members and coalition partners
from more than 30 countries,
had assembled in the Saudi Ara-
bian desert. U.S. Army Gener-
al H. Norman Schwarzkopf Jr.
commanded the allied forces.
In mid-January 1991, the U.S.-
led coalition began Operation
DESERT STORM, which kicked
off with an intensive air cam-
paign designed to knock out key
Iraqi infrastructure and weaken
Iraqi forces. The ground cam-
paign commenced on February
24, 1991. In what was described
as the “Left Hook,” the U.S. Ar-
my swept across southern Iraq
and struck the enemy’s western
flank while U.S. Marines moved
into Kuwait. U.S. Army tanks
engaged in several battles, in-
cluding 73 Easting and Medina
Ridge, where they overwhelm-
ingly destroyed enemy tanks and
vehicles. After only 100 hours of
ground combat, coalition troops
routed Iraqi forces and liberated
Kuwait. The Gulf War ended with
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Iraq’ssurrender.
FACTS

1. 148 Americans were killed
inbattlein the GulfWar.

2. This was the first war where
the Global Positioning System
(GPS) was used onalargescalein
combat.

3. The U.S. Army added
1/8-ounce mini-Tabasco bottles
into Meal, Ready-to-Eat (MREs)
to improve flavor (some meals
were notoriously difficult to eat
due to their taste) and boost mo-
rale.

4. The 18th Airborne Corps
consisted of the 82d Airborne
Division, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, 24th Infantry Division, and
the French Daguet Division. VII
Corps consisted of the 1st Ar-
mored Division, the 3d Armored
Division, the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, the 1st Infantry Division,
and the 1st British Armoured
Division.

5. At the time, the 101st Air-
borne Division made an unprec-
edented air assault attack into
Iraq, landing over 150 miles be-
hind enemy lines to engage Iraqi
troops and establish forward ele-
ments for coalition forces. (This
record was later broken in Oper-
ation IRAQI FREEDOM)

6. Retreating Iraqiforces came
under repeated fire from coali-
tion aircraft and ground forces
along Highway 80, which con-
nects Kuwait to Irag. With thou-
sands of vehicles abandoned
or destroyed, the carnage and
devastation later gave rise to the
moniker “Highway of Death.”

7. Saddam referred to the Gulf
War as “The Mother of All Bat-
tles.”

GLOBALWARONTERROR

On September 11, 2001, ter-
rorists destroyed the World
Trade Center in New York City
and struck the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C., using com-
mercial airliners. In response,
President George W. Bush
launched the Global War on Ter-
rorism (GWOT). The U.S. would
stop potential threats around
the world and take the fight to
terrorist groups and the nations
that backed them. The Army
immediately deployed forces to
Afghanistan to destroy Osama
Bin Laden’s Al Qaeda terrorist
organization and depose his
sponsors, the ruling Taliban. In
2003, President Bush expanded
the war to Iraq. Soldiers and the
other armed services overthrew
Iraq’s dictator, Saddam Hussein.

See ARMYT31
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The fight to stabilize Iraq and
prevent terrorist groups from
overthrowing its new govern-
ment continues to this day. The
campaign in Afghanistan last-
ed until 2021, when U.S. forces
withdrew, and the Taliban re-
turned to power. Over the course
ofthe two-decade conflict, over2
million servicemen and women,
less than 1 percent of the Amer-
ican population, deployed in
support of the GWOT. Most of
those who served were members
ofthe Army.
FACTS

1. The Global War on Terror-
ism has been our nation’s—and
the Army’s—longest war to date.
Many soldiers who served in Af-
ghanistan at the end of the con-
flict were infants on September
11,2001.

2. Over two-thirds of the 7,000
servicemen and women who
gave their lives fighting in the
Global War on Terrorism served
in one of the Army’s three com-
ponents: Active forces, the Army
Reserve and the Army National
Guard.

3. The Global War on Terror-

ism saw the introduction of a
range of new technologies on the
battlefield, including the Blue
Force Tracker, which gave se-
nior leaders realtime details on
unit movements, advanced Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles enhanc-
ing surveillance capabilities, and
the Biometrics Automated Tool-
kit for assembling data on large
populations.

4. Although most associate
Operation Enduring Freedom
only with the war in Afghani-
stan, there were five other Op-
erations Enduring Freedom
during the GWOT: OEF-Philip-
pines, OEF-Horn of Africa, OEF
Caribbean and Central Amer-
ican, OEF-Trans Sahara, and
OEF-Kyrgyzstan.

5. Over 80 nations have
fought alongside the United
States or assisted it during the
GWOT. These include Amer-
ica’s allies in the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, as
well as Afghanistan, Armenia,
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, BosniaHerzegovina,
Cameroon, Chad, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Djibouti, Egypt, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia,
Guyana, Honduras, India, In-
donesia, Iraq, Ireland, Israel,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,

U.S. Army 250th

Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia,
Moldova, Mongolia, Moroc-
co, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, the
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Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Seychelles, Singapore, South
Korea, Switzerland, Taiwan,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Tonga,
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Trinidad and Tobago, Turk-
menistan, Uganda, Ukraine,
the United Arab Emirates and
Uzbekistan.
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