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29845 State Rte 3
BLACK RIVER
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DPAO founder Joseph Rich was presented a lifetime achievement award from the North Country Music Project for his work in bringing 
national music acts to the north country for over 50 years. From left: Walter Young, Rich, Stan Soboleski (James Pond) of Froggy 97 
and Tom Murray. / Photo by Walt Young

By Chris Brock
cbrock@wdt.net

Joseph L. Rich, founder of the Disabled Persons Action Orga-
nization, was picked up at his home for a trip to a local radio 
station for what he thought would be an interview to discuss 
the North Country Music Project.

But once he arrived at Froggy 97 studios on Mullin Street, 
Rich realized something else was afoot.

“They gave me a lifetime achievement award,” Rich said af-
ter arriving back home. “It was a big surprise.”

The North Country Music Project presented a plaque to 
Rich, which reads: “In recognition of over 40 years of dedication 
and support for both national stars and local talent in Water-
town... With heartfelt gratitude for bringing music legends to 
Watertown while nurturing local artists and supporting a wor-
thy cause.”

The North Country Music Project (NCMP) is a multimedia 
initiative dedicated to documenting, archiving, and celebrat-
ing the history of rock and roll and popular music in this area, 
specifi cally focusing on the 1960s and 1970s. It includes oral 
histories and memorabilia.

DPAO was founded in 1974 by Rich, and the nonprofi t, orig-
inally called, Foundation for the Handicapped, was incorpo-
rated in 1976. Rich retired as executive director and CEO of 

DPAO Founder Rich honored 

See RICH T16
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Through a strategic partner-
ship with the Syracuse Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Office, Jefferson 
Community College (JCC) is 
expanding support for Veteran 
students by bringing the nation-
ally recognized Veterans Inte-
gration to Academic Leadership 
(VITAL) Program to campus. VI-
TAL is designed to connect Vet-
erans with world-class VA health 
care while supporting their suc-
cessful transition and integra-
tion into college and university 
life. On average, 42% of Jeffer-
son’s student body is comprised 
of veterans, service members, 
family members, and retirees.

The VITAL program offers 
seamless access to both VA and 
campus-based resources, in-
cluding transition and adjust-
ment counseling, mental health 
and wellness support, and help 
navigating campus and VA pro-
grams and benefits. As more 
Veterans pursue undergradu-
ate or advanced degrees after 
military service, programs like 
VITAL help address the unique 
challenges they may face includ-
ing cultural adjustment, aca-
demic pressures, and physical or 
mental health needs.

“Jefferson is committed to 
supporting Veterans not only 
academically, but holistically,” 
says Joanna Brislan, Director of 
Military Enrollment and Work-
force Solutions at Jefferson 
Community College. “Partner-
ing with the Syracuse VA to bring 
the VITAL program to campus 
strengthens the network of sup-
port available to our Veteran 
students, helping them navigate 
the transition to college life while 
ensuring they have access to the 
health care, counseling, and re-
sources they need to succeed.”

Sonya Mangovski, LCSW, 
Military to VA Program Man-
ager, and VITAL Coordinator at 
the Syracuse VA Medical Center, 
says,

“Transitioning from military 

service to civilian life can be 
overwhelming, and entering an 
academic environment adds an-
other layer of complexity. VITAL 
bridges that gap, providing Vet-
eran students the support they 
need to thrive both academically 
and personally.”

Daniel J. Dupee, II, President, 
says, “Jefferson Community 
College is committed to sup-
porting veteran students during 
their transition from military 
service and as they pursue their 
career goals. With many of our 
staff who are veterans or mili-
tary-affiliated, the College un-
derstands their unique needs. 
Bringing the VITAL Program to 
campus strengthens Jefferson’s 
dedication to providing the sup-
port, resources, and opportuni-
ties veterans need to succeed in 
the next chapter of their lives.”

Jason World Turner, Educa-
tional Planner of Veteran Ser-
vices at JCC, says, “For many of 
our veteran students, knowing 
where to start can be the biggest 
challenge. VITAL strengthens 
our ability to connect students 
directly with the right resources 
at the right time, removing bar-
riers and ensuring they receive 
coordinated support both on 
campus and through the VA.”

In addition to the VITAL Pro-
gram, the College offers veteran 
students and their family mem-
bers access to a private Veterans 
Lounge and a dedicated Veteran 
Services office on campus, as 
well as an office located at Fort 
Drum. Jefferson is designated 
a 2025 Best for Vets college by 
Military Times and a 2025 Mil-
itary Friendly? Top 10 School 
and Military Friendly? Spouse 
School by VIQTORY.

For more information about 
Veteran Services at Jefferson, 
visit www.sunyjefferson.edu/
veterans. For more information 
about the national VITAL pro-
gram, visit: VA VITAL Program.

Jefferson Community 
College and Syracuse 

Veteran Affairs Partner 
to Bring VITAL Program 

to Local Veterans

By CRAIG FOX
cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — New 
York Air Brake is bringing in 
a manufacturing line to its 
Starbuck Avenue plant from 
a facility in Maryland.

It’s the first time that its 
parent company, the man-
ufacturing giant Knorr-
Bremse Group, is adding 
manufacturing jobs in Wa-
tertown since it reduced the 
workforce by 99 jobs three 
years ago.

The move from Westmin-
ster, Maryland, will create 
13 jobs in Watertown — five 
salaried and eight hourly po-
sitions.

The news came during a 
Jefferson County Industrial 
Development Agency meet-
ing on Thursday. 

CEO Marshall Weir told the 
JCIDA board that he learned 
about the addition of the 
manufacturing line from a 
local company official when 
he took a tour of the plant a 
few weeks ago.

“It’s good news,” Weir 

said, adding that the compa-
ny official thanked the JCIDA 
for its support over the years.

The products coming to 
the local plant are electronic 
components and relay con-
nectors for transit vehicles, 
the company said in a state-
ment.

The transfer of the com-
mercial line optimizes effi-
ciency for the company, ac-
cording to NYAB. 

The move to Watertown 
presents two significant op-
portunities: greater produc-
tion floor space, along with 
state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing and testing cells, both of 
which would enhance pro-
duction across all product 
lines, and provide room for 
potential future expansion at 
the plant, the company said.

“We will also capitalize on 
improved industrialization 
with the latest tooling tech-
nology. The move is another 
step aimed at enhancing our 
future competitive position 
and improving our ability to 
better serve our customers,” 

the company said.
Nine positions at the West-

minster facility will be af-
fected by the move to Water-
town, but the company will 
reassign the workers to other 
positions at the Maryland fa-
cility.

In 2023, NYAB went 
through a restructuring plan 
that shifted a portion of its 
manufacturing, assembly 
and test operations from Wa-
tertown to other locations 
across North America.

At the time, the company 
announced 125 layoffs and 
said that it would move man-
ufacturing to a new facility in 
Mexico. The number of jobs 
lost ended up being 99, with 
25 positions retained.

The company — which got 
its start in Watertown more 
than 130 years ago — re-
mains committed to Water-
town, NYAB officials said.

Watertown remains the 
corporate headquarters and 
the company’s engineering 
center.

New York Air Brake 
to add line in Watertown

13 manufacturing jobs slated for plant

New York Air Brake, 784 Starbuck Ave., Watertown. Watertown Daily Times
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WATERTOWN — The 
Greater Watertown–North 
Country Chamber of Com-
merce will kick off its strategic 
planning initiative to guide the 
organization’s priorities and 
impact in the coming years.

Billed as the “Blueprint for 
Success: Powered by GYMO,”  
Chamber of Commerce offi-
cials will meet with members 
on Tuesday, Feb. 24 to talk 
about its future. The member-
ship-only event will be held at 
The Lincoln Loft.

It will kick off the organiza-
tion’s strategic plan for 2026 to 
2028.

“This strategic planning 
initiative is about clarity and 
alignment,” said Kaylee Mill-
ward, Executive Director of 
the Greater Watertown–North 
Country Chamber of Com-
merce. “When we are clear on 
our direction, we can focus 
on tooling our members with 

the resources and opportu-
nities they need to succeed. 
This strategic plan will ensure 
our work reflects their needs 
and drives meaningful impact 
across our region.”

Blueprint for Success is 
being facilitated by Brittany 
Davis, owner of Focus Con-
sulting, whose approach em-
phasizes stakeholder-driven 
planning. The Kickoff Event 
will focus on understanding 

current strengths, identifying 
opportunities, and clarifying 
where the  Chamber of Com-
merce can have the greatest 
impact.

Blueprint for Success is 
sponsored by GYMO Archi-
tecture, Engineering, Land 
Surveying and Construction 
Management. GYMO’s expe-
rience planning and executing 
large-scale projects reflects 
the importance of clear strat-
egy and thoughtful execution, 
principles that align with the 
goals of this strategic planning 
initiative.

Members interested in di-
rectly impacting the Chamber 
of Commerce’s Blueprint for 
Success are encouraged to at-
tend the Kickoff Event. Feed-
back gathered will be incorpo-
rated into the strategic plan, 
which is expected to be com-
pleted later in 2026. 

Greater Watertown Chamber of Commerce
 to host strategic planning session

Kaylee Millward. Provided 
photo

By Bob Beckstead
bbeckstead@wdt.net

CANTON — The St. Lawrence County Planning 
Board had several recommendations for the Mas-
sena Town Board after reviewing an addition to the 
town code that authorizes data centers in industrial 
zones.

Many of the recommendations addressed con-
cerns that had been heard during a town board pub-
lic comment session held earlier this month.

St. Lawrence County Planning Director Jason C. 
Pfotenhauer told planning board members that they 
had previously reviewed site plans for Petawatt Hold-
ings, which at the time was clearing land on County 
Route 42 for the construction of a new data center 
substation. That location is zoned as industrial.

“About a year-and-a-half ago or so we had quite 
a lengthy discussion about cryptocurrency regula-
tions in the town of Massena. This is a little  bit dif-
ferent than the crypto. What the town intends to do 
here is add data centers as a permitted use after site 
plan review in the industrial zone in the town of Mas-
sena,” Pfotenhauer said.

He said they received a “pretty good, detailed 
definition of what a data center is, which all sounds 
great” from the town board.

“The challenge that we had in putting this togeth-
er is there were no specific standards that the town 
attached to data centers. We felt something of this 
magnitude really needed to have a little bit more of a 
robust review because of its potential impact on the 
community, the power grid, everything that could or 

would be impacted by such a development. So, we 
want to also ensure that the town has as much con-
trol over future development as possible,” Pfoten-
hauer said.

He said the town has identified permitted uses in 
the industrial zones with a site plan review.

“However, they do have another section on special 
use permits. It’s sort of unclear how you get to that 
next level of review, and that’s something that I think 
is really important for a data center is that you have 
that next level of review, that special use permit re-
view opportunity,” he said.

He said, because of that concern, planners recom-
mended the town make sure that when they were re-
viewing data centers, “it’s not just a simple site plan, 
that they actually have some more ability to scruti-
nize that project.”

“That’s the first concern and first suggestion that 
we would have,” Pfotenhauer said.

He said adult uses are also permitted in the indus-
trial zone, “and there’s this whole separate section 
that has a number of different restrictions, setbacks, 
a number of other requirements that an adult use 
would need to meet before it could be permitted.”

“So, if they’re going to go to the trouble of having 
this extra rigor for adult uses, we certainly would en-
courage them to do the same for a data center,” he 
said.

Using a sample from the town of Brighton, Pfoten-
hauer said they were able to summarize standards 
that Massena should apply when reviewing data cen-
ters.

They included addressing setbacks, screening, 
noise limits, minimum lot size, height restrictions 
and buffering, as well as any environmental impacts 
that are likely to be generated and specific measures 
that will be used to mitigate or eliminate any nega-
tive impacts.

The standards also include ensuring adequate 
capacity is available on applicable electrical supply 
lines and substations, and ensuring utility supply 
equipment and related electrical infrastructure are 
sufficiently sized and can safely accommodate the 
proposed use.

“The big one with data centers is power usage. 
What is going to happen to MED (Massena Electric 
Department)? What’s going to happen to everybody 
that’s receiving MED power when a huge data cen-
ter comes in and sucks up all the MED power? Is that 
a concern? Is that an issue? How is that being ad-
dressed?” Pfotenhauer said.

He said they also suggested the data center submit 
a cooling plan that outlines the facility’s needs, how 
they plan to cool it, and the actual amount of water 
or electricity needed, as well as how that method will 
be realized,

Finally, he said, they suggested consulting with 
the fire department to review procedures that would 
take place in the event of an emergency.

Pfotenhauer said, in a conversation with the New 
York Power Authority, he was alerted to a Feb. 6 news 
article from Albany that discussed a potential state 

St. Lawrence County Planning Board focuses on Data Centers

See DATA T14
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Start/Finish at 
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Register at: runsignup.com/Race/NY/Potsdam/
RaquetteRiverMarathonHalf10kand5k

Seeking Additional Sponsors 
raquetteriverracing@gmail.com, 315-212-2464
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JOYNER’S, INC.
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24–Hour Emergency Service
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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Zehr Family Members!
All employees are 
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AUTOMATIC STANDBY
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24/7
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315
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315-778-1287

H Alex MacKinnon H
All Kinds of Spring 

and Weight 
Driven Clocks

Pickups and 
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MOSER’S CUSTOM TRIM

315-769-5529

TRUCK CAPS & COVERS

ROUTE 56
MASSENA, NY

See Us For 
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Option!

WWW.NYOUTDOORREALTY.COM
New York State, Licensed Real Estate Brokerage.

PO Box 592, Russell, NY 13684

A Full Service Real Estate 
Brokerage Specializing in Land,
Camps, Farms, Country Homes 

and Waterfront Property.

315-854-3144
Local Agents who can help 

you sell your property!

To Advertise: Contact Angel at 315-661-2457 or 315-782-0400 email: aspencer@wdt.net



By ALEX GAULT
agault@wdt.net

Some people who’ve bought a new car recently might 
be eligible for up to a $10,000 deduction on their federal 
taxes. 

As part of the ‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ passed by Con-
gress early last year, a federal tax deduction was made 
available to people who’ve financed the purchase of a 
new car that was made in the United States. The IRS is 
still working through the rulemaking process, but their 
draft regulations have been made available and public 
comment closes on Feb. 2. 

The deduction is up to $10,000 per tax year, and will 
match the value of whatever the taxpayer paid in interest 
on a loan for a vehicle for personal use in that year. The 
terms do not apply to vehicles purchased for work use.

The taxpayer has to have initiated the loan after Dec. 
31, 2024 and the deduction will be available through 
2028 under the current law. The rules are fairly specif-
ic; perhaps the biggest restriction is that the car has to 
have been made in the United States, at least for final as-

sembly. To prove that, taxpayers will be asked to provide 
their VIN on their tax returns. 

The Monroney sticker, the large window sticker that 
lists all the details of a new car that is required by federal 
law, will list the vehicle’s final assembly point clearly un-
der the ‘parts content information’ section, as well as the 
country of origin for its major mechanical components. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
maintains a VIN lookup tool that can also provide that 
information, which can be found at wdt.me/VINLook-
up.

Other qualifications include a requirement that the 
loan must be secured by a lien on the vehicle it’s rele-
vant to, and cannot be a refinanced loan. It has to be is-

sued by a legitimate lender or dealership, and it must 
be an interest-bearing loan in the year the deduction is 
being sought; loans with terms of zero interest will only 
become eligible once the interest starts to accrue. 

The IRS is in the process of drawing up the new forms 
required for this credit now. In the meantime, lenders 
are required to send their customers a statement with 
the total amount of interest paid on a qualified vehicle 
loan by Saturday. The taxpayer will include that infor-
mation on their Schedule 1-A form when filling out their 
2025 federal income tax return, which is due by April 15 
of this year. 

The deduction only works for new cars; previously 
owned vehicles are not eligible. Income restrictions are 
also in place; the deduction starts to phase out for single 
taxpayers who report more than $100,000 in modified 
adjusted gross income per year, or joint filers who report 
more than $200,000. The deduction is cut by $200 for ev-
ery $1,000 earned above those levels.

Once put into place, taxpayers who claim the standard 
deduction and people who itemize their deductions will 
be able to apply for the credit. The standard deduction is 
$15,750 for individual filers and $31,500 for married joint 
filers this tax year. 

Tax deductions lower the total taxable value of an 
individual’s income for the year, lowering the person’s 
overall tax burden. It’s different than a tax credit, which 
provides a specific dollar-for-dollar reduction of the in-
dividual’s tax burden. 

According to automotive services and research group 
Cox Automotive, this deduction isn’t expected to real-
ly drive much new car purchasing. The group’s interim 
chief economist Jeremy Robb said that this isn’t a new 
concept, and has been done before. 

“The idea of making auto loan interest tax deductible 
is not new; it was allowed before the Tax Reform Act of 
1986. And the new rules can indeed benefit many buy-
ers of new U.S.-assembled vehicles, as the administra-
tionnotes,“ he said. 

Robb said about 50% of vehicles sold in the U.S. are 
finished in the country, and the fact that both standard 
deduction-takers and those who itemize will be able to 
receive it means it applies to a fairly broad category of 
people. But he said the actual financial benefits for each 
taxpayer are modest at best. 

“A typical auto loan today — 72 months, 9.5% APR, 
on a $48,000 vehicle (the average price of a new vehi-
cle)with12.5% down —results in about $3,800 in interest 
in the first year;$3,200 in the second year. Interest drops 
to $2,600 in year three and declines from there,” he said. 
“If we assume the average federal tax rate ranges from 
about 15% to 20% for new-vehicle buyers, the first-year 
deduction — the largest during the life of a loan — would 
be less than $750. In the second year, the deduction will 
result in about $640 in savings on taxes. While all sav-

How does ‘no tax on car loan interest’ actually work?
Plan to give tax deduction to Americans who buy new car is now active

18712 US RT. 11 • WATERTOWN, NY 13601 • 315-788-7400

— S P O N S O R E D  B Y —

See DEDUCTION T14
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By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — Recent 
low numbers on north country 
thermometers and high num-
bers on energy bills have left us 
chilled and, in many instanc-
es, hot under the collar.

Cold weather and increased 
energy demand have led to 
more volatile supply markets, 
resulting in higher energy 
bills. The natural gas supply is 
market priced; customers pay 
what suppliers and distrib-
utors such as National Grid 
pays.

“What our customers are 
feeling right now is the result 
of skyrocketing energy prices, 
coupled with extreme cold,” 
National Grid spokesman Jar-
ed Paventi said.

New York Independent 
System Operator, a nonprofit 
authorized by the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission 
to manage New York state's 
electrical grid and wholesale 
electricity markets, notes that 
the average 2025 gas price at 
Transco (Transcontinental  

Pipe Line Co.) Zone 6 — which 
serves as a key delivery point 
for natural gas in the North-
east — was roughly 120% high-
er than in 2024. 

The result was significant-
ly higher wholesale prices for 
electricity — with an average 
price of $74.40 per megawatt 
hour throughout 2025, com-
pared to $41.81 per MWh for 
2024.

The bottom-line number for 

Northern New York National 
Grid customers: we are paying 
30% more for electricity and 
natural gas supply this winter 
than we did in 2025. There are 
also increased “delivery” fees.

“The grid is experiencing 
an unprecedented transition 
and, along with it, unexpect-
ed challenges. A variety of 
complex and evolving factors 
are impacting prices that con-
sumers are seeing on their 

bills,” Shaun Johnson, vice 
president of Market Struc-
tures for the New York ISO said 
in a news release. “We know 
how important it is to provide 
consumers with information 
about the factors behind rising 
energy costs.”

New York ISO recently re-
leased a report, Impact of Na-
tional & Global Conditions on 
Electricity Prices in New York, 
that discusses that higher nat-

ural gas prices, growing de-
mand from large loads, aging 
power generation resourc-
es, cold weather and supply 
chain challenges are placing 
“upward pressure” on elec-
tricity costs.

Natural gas remains the 
dominant fuel source for 
electric generation across the 
Northeast. Another utility 

Frigid weather heating up utility bills

See BILLS T9

The sub-zero temperatures delayed the openings of several north country schools on Monday, allowing for safer walks to school. At 
mid-morning, a crossing guard at the intersection of Knickerbocker Drive and Gotham Street in Watertown helps students cross.  
Chris Brock/Watertown Daily Times
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dominant fuel source for 
electric generation across the 
Northeast. Another utility 
in New York state, New York 
State Electric and Gas/ Roch-
ester Gas and Electric, has 
pointed to additional factors 
driving higher demand that is 
spiking prices. A news release 
from that utility released last 
week states, “As gas prices 
have climbed over the past 

year, driven by weather-relat-
ed demand spikes, growing 
consumption from data cen-
ters, and increased load from 
artificial technologies, elec-
tricity prices have followed 
suit.”

National Grid spokesman 
Paventi explained that on 
monthly bills, supply costs 
make up 58% of the charges 
on the gas side and 48% on the 
electric side.

“When you add in taxes and 
state mandates, 66 cents of 
every dollar spent on natural 
gas bills and 62 cents of every 

dollar of electric bills will pass 
through the company,” he 
said.

Depending on the day, 50-
60% of upstate New York elec-
tricity is derived from natural 
gas.

In addition to the supply 
(the energy itself) element of 
bills, there is the “delivery” 
element. Delivery rates cover 
the utility’s costs to maintain 
and operate the gas system, 
including wages, materials 
and other operational costs. 
At National Grid, there was an 
increase in delivery rates, ap-

proved by the Public Service 
Commission in August, that 
has been in place since Sep-
tember.

The rate hike initially add-
ed about $22 per month to 
the average upstate resident's 
power and gas bill. Rate hikes 
will occur at regular intervals 
through April of 2027. By the 
end of the increase schedule, 
total costs will have gone up 
by 28% for power and 36% for 
natural gas. 

In October, the average 
residential electricity price in 
New York hit 26.95 cents per 

kilowatt-hour — about 50 per-
cent higher than the U.S. av-
erage and among the top ten 
highest rates nationwide, ac-
cording to the Empire Center, 
an Albany-based indepen-
dent, non-partisan, nonprofit 
think tank.

National Grid is using in-
creased delivery rates to fund 
infrastructure upgrades, 
modernization of electric 
and gas systems, and to cover 
higher costs for poles, wires 
and transformers.

Bills
From T8

National Grid February 2026 bill forecasts for gas and electric, based on the typical residential customer using the typical amount of energy for the month based on 
historical averages — 180 therms of natural gas, 600 kwh of electricity.  National Grid

By BOB BECKSTEAD
bbeckstead@wdt.net

MASSENA — New York 
Power Authority trustees 
have authorized $21.8 mil-
lion in additional funding 
for a Massena transmission 
life extension and modern-

ization project.
That’s in addition to a pre-

viously authorized amount 
of $45 million, bringing the 
total authorized amount for 
the project to $66.8 million.

President and CEO Justin 
E. Driscoll said the addi-

tional funding, which was 
recommended by the Fi-
nance Committee, would be 
used for the completion of 
the project.

“That investment will 
continue upgrades in the 
north country over our 

transmission assets there 
and where the assets have 
been aging and expensive 
to maintain in their current 
condition. This upgrade will 
certainly alleviate some of 
those issues,” Driscoll said.

He said the project would 

be substantially complete 
by 2030, “again, enhancing 
grid reliability and reducing 
maintenance costs there.”

T r u s t e e s  a l s o  a p -
proved awarding a four-

NYPA approves $21.8 million for Massena project

See NYPA T14
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Enid Moore - Owner        226 James St., Clayton, NY

Come visit our tasting room 
for a unique & fun  experience.

~ Follow us on Facebook~ 

www.thecruet.com
thecruet@gmail.com   •   315-767-1064



St. Lawrence Chamber 
Membership Breakfast March 
11

Learn about the "State of 
the Chamber" and cheer on 
2026 award recipients. The 
breakfast will be held for STLC 
Chamber members and part-
ners at the Gran View Restau-
rant in Ogdensburg from 8:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m.

Tickets for the event are 
$35 per person and include a 
GranView Breakfast of French 

toast, scrambled eggs, home 
fries, bacon, fruit salad, En-
glish muffi ns, coffee, tea, milk, 
and juice.

2026 Meeting Agenda:
Reappointment of Directors
Offi cer Elections
Reports from Chamber 

Leadership
Chamber Appreciation 

Award
Chamber of Commerce 

Day Award

Don't miss this important 
membership event!

By ANDY GARDNER
agardner@wdt.net

CANTON — Outdated light-
ing at the former Kraft plant 
at 30 Buck St. will be replaced 
through a National Grid pro-
gram as part of an effort to at-
tract a commercial tenant to 
the building.

St. Lawrence County Indus-
trial Development Agency CEO 
Patrick J. Kelly said the organi-
zation has started rehabilitat-
ing the property and explained 
that a National Grid program 
would allow for the installation 
of energy effi ciency upgrades.

Under the program, Na-
tional Grid coordinates the in-
stallation of energy effi ciency 
measures. Kelly said the work 
would be completed by a Na-
tional Grid-approved certifi ed 
contractor and would include 
interior lighting, perimeter 
lighting and outdoor fi xtures.

The total cost of the project 
is estimated to be $288,000, 
with the IDA’s Property Devel-
opment Corp. responsible for 
$70,886 of that amount.

“So it’s a significantly dis-
counted price,” Kelly said, add-
ing that the overall expense is 
largely due to the Kraft plant’s 
“size and nature.”

He said the lighting up-
grades would also enhance 
security, calling them “an as-
set for the building itself” and 
added that the improvements 
are “appealing for any kind of 
investment.”

Another board member 

agreed that improvements 
such as lighting upgrades are 
necessary to make the build-
ing more attractive to potential 
tenants.

“The lighting in there, any 
larger older facility, you’ve got 
a range of lighting types,” Kelly 
said, explaining that some fi x-
tures are “not that bad,” while 
others are “pretty outdated.” 
Kelly said the upgrades must 
be completed by October.

“This is a pretty advanta-
geous program … kind of a 
larger scale version of what 
we’ve done in this building,” 
Kelly said, noting that the IDA 
previously upgraded exterior 
lighting at its Commerce Lane 
facility, with about 66% of the 
cost covered by a similar pro-
gram.

“This will bring that part 
of the facility pretty well up to 
state of the art,” Kelly said.

The most recent tenant at 
the Buck Street facility was a 
company called Tosca. They 
made reusable packaging, op-
erating at the site to refurbish 
large wooden containers used 
in cheese manufacturing. The 
facility shut down at the end of 
2023, taking 15 jobs with it.

Kraft Foods ended cheese 
production at the plant in 2004 
and later sold the property. 
Those layoffs accounted for 
about 6% of Kraft’s workforce 
worldwide. The facility, situat-
ed between two railroad lines, 
was built in 1951 and had its 
last major renovation in 1999.

IDA hopes to draw investor with upgrades at former Kraft plant in Canton
NNY Business 10  • March 2026

6 MONTH
CD SPECIAL

*APY - Annual Percentage Yield. 3.56%. APY is valid on the special 6-month Share Certificate for deposits
to St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union. Minimum balance is $1,000. Fees or other conditions may reduce the

earnings on your account. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. This is a limited time offer and
may be canceled at any time. Other items and conditions may apply. Federally insured by the NCUA.

stlawrfcu.com 315.393.3530

3.56%
*APY

minimum balance
of $1,000

*APY - Annual Percentage Yield. 3.56%. APY is valid on the special 6-month Share Certififif cate fofof r deposits
to St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union. Minimum balance is $1,000. Fees or other conditions may reduce the

earnings on your account. A penalty may be imposed fofof r early withdrawal. This is a limited time offfff efef r and
may be canceled at any time. Other items and conditions may apply. Federally insured by the NCUA.



By ALEXANDER VIOLO
aviolo@mtelegram.com

MALONE — After a day of 
traveling through St. Law-
rence and Franklin counties 
a large piece of equipment 
made it from Massena to Web-
ster Street, south of the village. 

The equipment arrived at 
National Grid’s Webster Street 
substation in Malone at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, meaning that no 
further traffic interruption 
will be needed, according to 
Jared Paventi, a strategic com-
munications manager at Na-
tional Grid. 

Thursday’s convoy was 
transporting a phase angle 
regulator, which is a special-
ized piece of equipment that 
helps regulate power flows 
on our system, according to 
Paventi, who said the regula-
tor was manufactured in Eu-
rope, transported across the 
Atlantic Ocean and offl oaded 
at a St. Lawrence River port. 

Moved by rail to the CSX 
yard in Massena, the phase 
angle regulator was then load-
ed on a fl atbed for Thursday’s 
drive accompanied by a state 
police escort. 

Paventi said the next step 
in the project to upgrade the 
Malone substation is relocat-
ing a subtransmission line 
that carries power to the sta-
tion. 

That project is scheduled to 
begin in April and take three 
months to complete. 

Electrical work at the 
Malone station begins in Au-
gust, according to Paventi, 
who said there will be months 
of other line relocations and 
distribution line construction 
projects with the goal of com-
pleting work in 2030. 

Paventi said this week’s 
transport is the only large 
scale National Grid convoy 
planned for the area this year 
that he is aware of.

“This is the only one like 
this, it’s a pretty significant 
piece of equipment,” he said, 
“I believe that is the only one 
we are installing in the area.” 

According to Paventi, the 
route the phase angle regula-
tor was transported over was 
developed in consultation 
with the state’s Department of 
Transportation and local offi -

cials.
“You saw how large that was 

and we had to make sure the 
roads were both wide enough 
for the truck convoy and could 
support the amount of weight 
that would be traveling over 
it,” he said, “I know there are 
roads that are posted with 
weight limits of eight or 10 
tons and considering that this 
was much larger than that we 
had to make sure the roads 
were going to be able to sup-
port it.”

At a Wednesday meeting of 
Malone’s town council, Mike 
Andrews, the town’s highway 
superintendent, said the reg-
ulator was shipped on Route 
11B instead of Route 37 be-
cause of two bridges on 37.

Malone Town Supervisor 
Terrence C. Maguire, a former 
state trooper, said a bridge 
by Home Deport in Massena 
near the railroad is too low 
and not usually used for over-
sized transports.

Mayor Andrea M. Dumas 
said the village pushed back 
on initial plans to bring the 
equipment down Main Street 
en route to Webster Street in 
Malone, citing existing infra-
structure in the downtown ar-
ea and the weight of the phase 
angle regulator, a roughly 322 
ton piece of equipment being 
transported on a 146-foot long 
trailer. 

The equipment measures 

approximately 16 feet in 
height and weighs approxi-
mately 615,000 pounds, ac-
cording to a press release from 
state police, and due to the 
size and weight of the load, 
the convoy traveled at a max-
imum speed of approximately 
eight mph during transport on 

Thursday.
According to James A. La-

Valle, an attorney with Al-
bany-based Young Summer 
LLC, legal counsel to Nation-
al Grid, who was on hand for 
a town council meeting, in 
Malone, last year the phase 
angle regulator was made in 

the Netherlands.
Paventi said the current 

substation on Webster Street 
was built in 1958, adding there 
have been substantial up-
grades over the years.

“It was in our asset plan to 

Power equipment makes long journey from Europe to NNY

The convoy escorting National Grid’s phase angle regulator to Malone travels over a bridge in Parishville on Thursday. Provided photo

See POWER T16
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Over 50 Bedding Floor Models!

Recliners
Starting At
$499

*Styles May Vary
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Recliners

Starting At
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*Styles May Vary

Brooks 
Reclining Sofa
$1299

Wilmette
Stationary Sofa
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Baker’s Sizzling Grill

Pictured from left: Kayc Stone, Peggy Smith, and Jenn Cole of Baker’s Sizzling Grill, a tucked-away 
take-out favorite on McKabe Road in Colton, NY. Co-owner Peggy brings home-style comfort food 
to this local hometown kitchen each day, while Jenn keeps things moving at the counter and Kayc 
helps deliver meals throughout the community. Their friendly service and North Country fl avor 
have made Baker’s Sizzling Grill a local favorite.

Local creators Sangita 
Chanda and Alene Thomas 
have launched The Every-
day Glow Podcast, a new 
wellness and self-care show 
produced through Every-
day Glow Media LLC. The 
podcast features honest, 
encouraging conversations 
focused on real-life experi-
ences, personal growth, and 
practical ways to support 
overall well-being. Through 

inclusive and uplifting dis-
cussions, the hosts aim to 
help listeners across the 
North Country and beyond 
feel supported and inspired 
wherever they are on their 
wellness journey. Listeners 
can learn more at everyday-
glowpodcast.com and follow 
the show on Facebook and 
Instagram at Everyday Glow 
Podcast.

Podcast Launches 
to Inspire Wellness 

Conversations

Sangita Chanda and Alene Thomas

By CRAIG FOX
cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — With one location in Carthage 
due to open later this year, the owner of Jumpin’ 
Goat have received zoning approval to build a 
third — and the city’s second — drive-thru coffee 
stand.

Owner Erik Russell is moving forward to build 
the company’s “fl agship” drive-thru stand on the 
property at 440 State St. to give him the chance to 
show off potential Jumpin’ Goats that would open 
throughout the country.

Russell, who opened his fi rst Jumpin’ Goat at 
418 Coffeen St. in 2024, said he’s planning to start 
work on a second location on Cole Road in the 
town of Champion during the fi rst week of May.

“We’ve got a lot going on,” he said.
Jumpin’ Goat sells only beverages, focusing on 

branding and marketing the products. The menu 
consists of coffee, espressos and specialty beverag-
es containing Red Bull, Dr. Pepper and Mountain 
Dew.

Russeell opened his fi rst Jumpin’ Goat in an 
existing building on Coffeen Street that formerly 
housed the Brew Ha Ha.

The new State Street stand will be built to the 
exact specifi cations and equipment to make it 
more effi cient for employees and customers. The 
espresso machine will be 50% bigger than the one 
in the Coffeen Street location, making it faster to 
serve customers, Russell said.

The new location will also offer a walk-up win-
dow and feature an area where activities can be 
held, like tables to play chess, Russell said.

Russell doesn’t know when work on the State 
Street location will begin. He’s also working on ad-
ditional locations near Rochester and in Florida.

Since the fi rst one opened, Jumpin’ Goat has be-
come a popular stop for customers wanting spe-
cialty drinks, with vehicles sometimes backed up 
into the road.

Since opening the fi rst location, Russell’s goal 
has been to make the “Greatest Of All Time” coffee. 

Jumpin’ Goat coffee opening second Watertown location
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Blevins Motors Inc of Potsdam for
Celebrating 55 Years in Business
For more information contact the Potsdam Chamber of Commerce at director@potsdamchamber.com

Join us for our Potsdam Chamber Hockey Night
Clarkson vs. Brown University

Saturday, Feb. 21 • Cheel Arena • 4pm • Tickets: $15 each.
Purchase a few or a whole Block of Tickets! Email: Director@PotsdamChamber.com

Exclusive Seating! Win Prizes including Potsdam Chamber Gift Cards! Participate in the on-ice Money Grab!



By ANDY GARDNER
agardner@wdt.net

CANTON – The long-antic-
ipated Bent Beam Brewing in 
Canton is expected to begin 
brewing its first batches of 
beer soon, with plans to open 
to the public in March or early 
April.

As of late January, construc-
tion on the brewery was con-
sidered “finished substantial-
ly,” according to St. Lawrence 
County IDA CEO Patrick Kelly.

At the IDA board’s Jan. 27 
meeting, Kelly said the com-
pany is “working on cleaning 
and commissioning the brew 
house now.”

In addition, the IDA CEO 
said the business is in the pro-
cess of obtaining the necessary 
licenses and putting key oper-
ational components in place, 
including a point-of-sale sys-

tem.
Kelly noted that the own-

ers are targeting a March or 
April debut, though he said the 
timeline is tentative because 
“they’re trying to take the time 
and do everything correctly.”

After Bent Beam secures 
its final licenses, brewers will 
need to allow for the natural 
fermentation process, which 
Kelly estimated could take 
“eight to ten weeks.”

The IDA LDC approved a 
$225,000 loan for the project in 
December. 

Kelly explained that half of 
the loan will be repaid, while 
the remaining half will serve 
as “permanent financing.”

The project previously re-
ceived $610,000 in Restore NY 
funding in 2022.

Construction on the brew-
ery began in May 2024.

Beer will flow at 
soon-to-be-open 
Canton breweryBy PAMELA DIXON

JCC

Madison L. Shepherd of 
Adams Center is the featured 
Jefferson Community College 
(JCC) Honors Program stu-
dent for the month of Febru-
ary 2026. She is a liberal arts 
student concentrating in cre-
ative writing at Jefferson. Af-
ter graduating, she plans to 
transfer to SUNY Oswego to 
further her studies. As part of 
Madison’s honors program 
options, she created a presen-
tation on the history and my-
thology she explored during 
a trip to Greece with the Jef-
ferson European Excursion 
Club.

“I enjoy diving deeper into 
select subjects for my honors 
projects and the opportuni-
ties the program has given 
me,” says Shepherd.

The Jefferson Community 
College Honors Program of-
fers students with exceptional 
academic skills the opportu-
nity to receive enriched in-

struction within their current 
program of study. For the 
Honors Program, students se-
lect three courses within their 
curriculum, and enhance 
them as Honors Options. The 
option is based on a project 
agreed to by the student and 
a faculty member willing to 
work closely with the student 
to provide a unique and re-
warding experience. Students 

also take the Honors Seminar, 
a unique inter-disciplinary 
course open only to program 
participants. The seminar ex-
amines a single theme each 
semester and features guest 
speakers from a variety of dis-
ciplines and often includes 
some sort of field experience.

Successful program par-
ticipants earn a prestigious 
Honors Graduate designa-
tion on their academic tran-
script for each Honors Option 
course. Students demon-
strating excellent academic 
achievement in high school or 
who have completed 12 credit 
hours of college coursework 
are invited to apply for admis-
sion to the Honors Program.

For more information, vis-
it www.sunyjefferson.edu or 
contact Honors Program co-
ordinator, Dr. Joshua Cana-
le, at jcanale@sunyjefferson.
edu.

Jefferson Community College 
Featured Honors Program Student

Shepherd

Traveling Chevaliers an-
nounce a new partnership with 
the St. Lawrence County Cham-
ber of Commerce to present an 
exclusive community travel op-
portunity: "Discover Switzerland, 
Austria & Bavaria." 

This curated 10-day journey, 
scheduled for Sept.19 – 28, of-
fers local residents and business 
owners a unique blend of cultural 
immersion, luxury accommoda-
tions, and world-class network-
ing. 

The partnership aims to foster 
community spirit through shared 
experiences, taking travelers 
through the heart of the Alps and 
culminating in the historic tents of 
Munich’s Oktoberfest. 

"We are thrilled to collaborate 
with the Chamber to bring this 
world-class itinerary to our com-
munity," said Craig Chevalier, 
owner of The Traveling Cheva-
liers. "This isn't just a vacation; 
it’s an opportunity to experience 
the heritage of Europe—from the 
Swiss Parliament in Bern to the 
oldest restaurant in Austria—all 
while traveling with friends and 
neighbors from home." 

Tour Highlights & Cultural 
Milestones: Heritage Explora-
tion: Guided tours of UNESCO 
World Heritage sites in Bern and 
the "Sound of Music" gardens in 
Salzburg. Authentic Experiences: 
A private Alphorn workshop, yo-
deling demonstrations, and a Ty-
rolean folklore show.

The Main Event: Reserved seat-
ing at Munich’s legendary Ok-
toberfest, a folk festival tradition 
dating back to the 1800s. 

Royal Grandeur: An expert-led 
tour of King Ludwig II’s Linderhof 
Palace in Bavaria. Early Booking 
Incentives In honor of the Cham-
ber partnership, a special "Book 
Now" discount is available. 

Travelers who secure their 
reservation by March 20, 2026, 
will receive a $250 per person 
discount. Rates include round-
trip airfare from Montreal, hotel 
transfers, and 13 meals. For more 
information, or to request a reser-
vation form, please contact: Craig 
Chevalier The Traveling Cheva-
liers Phone: 315-296-8204 Email: 
info@chevtravel.com

Travel with SLC Chamber
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ings are a benefit to consumers, 
this tax credit alone is unlikely to 
be a big motivator for new car 
buyers. A $40,000 vehicle over a 
similar 60-month loan: First year 
deduction would be less than 
$600.”

It’s expected to cost the fed-
eral government over $57 bil-
lion in lost revenue in exchange, 

according to analysis from the 
Congressional Joint Committee 
on Taxation. 

Robb said there may be other 
benefits driven by this deduc-
tion though; because it reduces 
adjusted gross income, it could 
help taxpayers near the income 
limits for other deductions or tax 
credits to qualify for them. That 
could include the federal stu-
dent loan interest deduction or 
health savings account contri-
bution deductions. 

“In the end, the new tax policy 

may reduce the number of cash 
buyers (as there is some offset 
for taking out a loan now), but 
even then, that result will ben-
efit  lenders and banks (more 
loans) more than it will  bene-
fit consumers,” he said. “Overall, 
any incentive for new-vehicle 
buyers is welcome, but this tax 
credit is limited, won’t be a mar-
ket mover, not is it a tool to sub-
stantially address the affordabil-
ity challenges and high interest 
rates our market faces.”

Deduction 
From T6

moratorium on data centers 
for up to three years.

“I’m not sure where that 
is in the process, but that is 
something that may be in play 
here as well. I think the ratio-
nale for that is because there is 
not a lot of capacity,” he said.

At the suggestion of plan-
ning board members, they 

also added a recommenda-

tion to impose a moratorium 

to “give the town time to put 

their ducks in a row before 

the first one comes across the 

screen.”

They also recommended 

that a fee structure be put in 

place that would allow them 

to hire a consultant to review 

plans for future data centers in 

the town.

Data 
From T4

year, $52.2 million con-
tract to Kubricky-Jointa 
Lime, LLC for Madison  
In addition, they approved 
$4 million for workforce de-
velopment funding.

In his update to trustees, 
Driscoll also addressed the 
Smart Path Connect project.

“Smart Path Connect will 
be energized later this year. 
That will free up another 
1,000 megawatts of gener-
ation in the north country 
that from time to time gets 
bottled up,” he said.

Driscoll said, with the ad-
ditional build-out of wind 
power and interest in fur-
ther development in the 
region, “this can only help 
attract companies to the 
north country with better 
transmission, but also im-
prove our own operations 
and our own transmission 
network.”

The Smart Path Connect 
project includes moderniz-
ing more than 100 miles of 
transmission lines. Those 
include approximately 45 
miles east from Massena to 
the town of Clinton, which 
is led by the Power Author-
ity, and approximately 55 
miles south from Croghan 
to Marcy, which is led by 
National Grid NY. Aging 
wooden H-frames that date 
back to the 1950s are being 
replaced with steel poles 
almost exclusively within 
existing rights-of-way, re-
sulting in longer spans be-
tween poles and the use of 

less land.
The work also involves 

the replacement or upgrade 
of 10 substations.

The transmission line 
is owned and operated by 
the Power Authority and 
National Grid, and the re-
build will convert existing 
230-kilovolt lines to either 
230-kilovolt or 345-kilovolt 
with associated substation 
construction and upgrades 
along the existing rights-of-
way in Clinton, Franklin, St. 
Lawrence, Lewis and Onei-
da counties.

When it’s finished, the 
two Smart Path Connect 
segments will be connect-
ed by Smart Path, NYPA’s 
rebuild of the Moses to 
Adirondack transmission 
lines which was energized 
in 2024. Smart Path was 
an upgrade of 78 miles of 
transmission lines from the 
total 86-mile transmission 
artery spanning from Mas-
sena in St. Lawrence County 
to Croghan in Lewis County.

It’s designed to strength-
e n  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e s 
against weather events and 
enable the reliable trans-
mission of clean energy 
from Northern New York in-
to the state’s electric power 
grid.

The two lines will form 
one continuous 345-kilo-
volt transmission line be-
tween Clinton and Oneida 
counties, reinforcing the 
statewide grid and connect-
ing energy into the power 
system including power 
from newly constructed and 
proposed renewable energy 
sources.

NYPA 
From T9

By Bob Beckstead
Johnson Newspapers

MASSENA — Individuals 
who wait until the last min-
ute to mail out bill payments 
could be facing late charges.

That includes bills for vil-
lage of Massena services, 
Village Administrator Mo-
nique N. Chatland told the 
village board.

Effective Dec. 24, 2025, the 
U.S. Postal Service changed 
its postmark policy, reflect-
ing the date an item is pro-
cessed at a facility, not when 
it is dropped off. This shift 
can delay the official post-
mark date by several days, 
potentially resulting in late 
fees, missed tax deadlines, 
or rejected mail-in ballots.

The postmark now rep-
resents the date of the first 
automated processing op-
eration, which occurs at a 
regional center rather than 
upon initial collection.

“I know that’s already 
been put out there, and 
there’s stuff posted on our 
Facebook page about the 
way that the Postal Service 
is changing their postmark 
procedures. I specifically 
mentioned that because we 
use the postmark dates for 
our water bills and tax bills, 
so as long as they’re post-
marked by the due date, 
then we consider them on 
time,” Chatland said.

However, she said, with 
the change, “now it may 

take two or three days to get 
a postmark” because of the 
mail transfer to the regional 
hub.

“They’re reducing how 
frequently the mail is being 
transferred there,” she said. 
“So, I just wanted to point 
that out. Somebody might 
say they put it in the box on 
the 9th and it wasn’t post-
marked until late the 11th. 
We can’t remove that.”

To ensure timely process-
ing, the USPS recommends 
visiting a staffed retail lo-
cation to request a manual 
postmark. For drop boxes, 
mailing items several days 
early is essential.

Another alternative is to 
use the drop boxes in front 
of the Massena Town Hall. 

One box is designated 
for water bill and village tax 
payments.

“So, if my water bill is due 
tomorrow and I dropped it 
in the box tonight, the staff 

picks it up first thing in the 
morning tomorrow. Make 
sure it’s dropped off to-
night,” Trustee Kenneth J. 
McGowan said.

Chatland said that would 
prevent the payment from 
being overdue.

“People are able to go in 
and have their request at the 
post office as postmarked 
that day as well, but I just 
want to make sure that peo-
ple understand that so our 
staff isn’t getting a bunch of 
calls,” she said.

The U.S. Postal Service 
offers other advice, such as 
mailing early to allow ex-
tra time for all time-sensi-
tive documents; use retail 
counters for legal or tax doc-
uments to get a postmark in 
person; or consider using 
electronic payments online 
for bill payments to avoid 
postmark issues.

New postmark policy 
 impacting bill payments
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the agency in 2008. He was 
later president of the DPAO 
Foundation and now serves 
on its board, in an advisory, 
non-voting role.

When he founded DPAO, 
Rich began to bring nation-
al music acts to Watertown 
to raise funds for the agency. 
Due to the skyrocketing costs 
of bringing in those acts, a 
51-year run of concerts host-
ed by the DPAO bowed out 
last year.

Rich said that country star 
Alan Jackson was DPAO’s big-
gest concert, held in June of 
2010. Rich recalled, wistfully, 
an element of that concert: 
“Rob Freeman, who ran Free-
man Bus Corporation, gave us 
22 buses to use. We had peo-
ple parked in a designated ar-
ea, and we bused them to the 
concert. Things like that don’t 
happen anymore. I feel so sad 
that things have changed, in 
some ways, not for the good, 
but in others, for the good.”

Rich
From T1

make upgrades, we do these 
based on inspections, the age 
of the unit, and the demand 
placed on it,” he said, “It’s a 
comprehensive profile that 
we have of each of our substa-
tions and the Malone station 
was in the work plan for up-
grades this year. It was includ-

ed with the latest rate case we 
fi led with the PSC. It was iden-
tifi ed within the last few years 
as in need of some upgrades to 
modernize the substation and 
support our customers in the 
region.”

Paventi said the transport 
of the phase angle regulator to 
Malone was dictated by con-
struction and delivery sched-
ules.

“Once it got on the boat in 
Europe we had to get it off the 
boat and to the site,” Paventi 
said.

Power
From T11

National Grid’s phase angle regulator arrived at the substation 
on Webster Street in Malone at 5 p.m. Thursday. The equipment is 
seen here just on the outskirts of the village on State Route 11B. 
Richard Rosentreter/Malone Telegram
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