
Your connection to the north country’s 
business world. From the Chamber to the 

cash resgister, all you need to know is in here.

Daily updates: NNY360.com

NORTHERN NEW YORK’S PREMIER 
BUSINESS TOOL BRINGING 

THE NEWS TO YOU

nOut of the 
Ashes, Carthage 
Agway back open 
after fire
PAGE 6

nWhat is the val-
ue of a real estate 
agent? Lance 
Evans explains
PAGE 15

nNew events 
calendar
PAGES 12-13

April 2024

Rust Check in Watertown pays homage to Chiappone name

Need help? 
Professional 
Connection 
PAGE 20

A Watertown Daily Times 
publication

nMalone Cham-
ber taps new  
director
PAGE 7

Technician Jonathan Mosher replaces a tire at Rust Check at Chiappone’s. Zachary Canaperi//NNY Business

PAGE 3

NNY Business 24  • April 2024

A Bad Apple a Day…

29845 State Rte 3
BLACK RIVER

1120 Washington Street
 WATERTOWN

300 Arsenal Street 
WATERTOWN

81 Public Square 
WATERTOWN

545 Arsenal Street 
WATERTOWN

LET’S CELEBRATE!
GRADUATION & WEDDING 
HEADQUARTERS !
Schedule A Consultation! Allow Our Sta� Assist 
You To Simplify Your Party Planning. Guide Your 
Way Through The Process Of Filling Your Beverage 
Selection!

• Free Custom Wine Labels
• Custom Wedding party gifts
• Case Discounts on Wine
• Bottle Discounts on Liquor & Seltzers
• Beer & Mixer Discounts At Bottlecaps

LET US HELP SIMPLIFY YOUR EVENT! 
ONE STOP BEVERAGE DESTINATION,  

MAKING EVENTS EASY FOR YOU!

Rent A 4 Tap Keg System With 
Refrigeration!

940 ARSENAL ST •  WATERTOWN, NY 13601 
315-777-8707 

ARSENSALWINEANDLIQUOR.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 

HOURS: MONDAY -THURSDAY 9AM-8PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9AM-9PM

SUNDAY 11AM-5:30PM

952 ARSENAL ST • WATERTOWN, NY 13601
315- 681-4053

BOTTLECAPSBEVERAGE.COM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY -SATURDAY 
9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 11AM-5:30PM

NEED A BEER TRAILER FOR 
YOUR EVENT?

Oct. 2025A Watertown Daily Times/
Malone Telegram production

     Former newspaper 
editor, Tom Graser joins 
SLC Chamber staff.

PAGE 3

     Potsdam Chamber 
celebrates several
 businesses.

PAGE 4

 Chimera Integration 
joins SLC Chamber 
leadership circle.

PAGE 10

    Clayton booming for 
50th ACBS Boat Show at 
the Antique Boat
 Museum

PAGE 9

Learn more 
inside

Mining returns to St. Lawrence County
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Employees from the Titan Mining Corporation pose for a photo with state Sen. Mark Walczyk, Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush, and 
Rep. EliseM.  Stefanik during a tour of the facilities. Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times

By JONATHON WHEELER
jwheeler@wdt.net

T
he first natural flake graphite 
project in the United States in al-
most 70 years was commissioned 
on Sept. 12 in Gouverneur.

The United States depends entirely 
on imported natural graphite with 42% 
of the supply coming from China. Cur-
rently the federal Department of Ener-
gy and the Department of Defense have 
designated graphite as a critical mineral 

for batteries, semiconductors, and de-
fense systems.

Connor Messler, exploration man-
ager with the Titan Mining Corp., was 
the one who along with his team found 
the graphite in the St. Lawrence Coun-
ty mine.

Messler said back in 2022, while 
drilling for zinc, he and his team “in-
tercepted some graphite mineraliza-

Titan to begin mining graphite in Gouverneur

See MINING T6
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CANTON — The St. Law-
rence County Chamber of 
Commerce has hired veteran 
journalist Tom Graser as its 
new Community and Mem-
bership Relations Manager.

Graser, formerly the St. 
Lawrence and Franklin Coun-
ty Editor for Northern New 
York Newspapers, began his 
new role on Monday.

“The St. Lawrence County 
Chamber of Commerce is ab-
solutely thrilled to have Tom 
Graser on our staff,” said Ben 
Dixon, the Chamber’s Exec-
utive Director. “Tom brings 
to the team extensive experi-
ence in communications and 
a deep understanding of our 
region and its communities. 
I know Tom to be passionate 
about, and dedicated to, our 
communities, and he will be a 
tremendous contributor to the 
engagement and support of 
our members and the business 
leaders of the county.”

In his new role, Graser will 
be responsible for commu-
nications, social media and 
membership relations and will 
serve as the Canton communi-
ty coordinator. He will work to 
strengthen relationships with 
local member businesses and 
organizations by coordinating 
and communicating events, 
programs, and business devel-
opment opportunities in the 
Canton area.

Graser, who has been a 
member of the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors since 2020, 
expressed his commitment to 
the region.

“I have been a small-town, 
community-oriented newspa-
per editor for most of my ca-
reer,” Graser said. “I have been 
dedicated to improving every 
community in which I have 
lived.”

Graser and his family moved 
to Canton from Marion, Ohio, 
in 2013. He also served on the 
steering committee of Og-
densburg Relay for Life for sev-
eral years.

Graser can be reached at 
315-386-4000 ext. 5, mail-
to:tom@slcchamber.org, or at 
the Chamber’s Visitor Center 
at 101 Main Street in Canton.

County Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes new community 

relations manager

Tom Graser

POTSDAM — Potsdam’s Save 
A Lot grocery store will be clos-
ing.

In an announcement on 
Facebook, Owner Jeffrey L. 
Proulx said the Potsdam loca-
tion, 200 Market St., would close 
over the next 30-45 days.

“I am announcing the closure 
of our Potsdam store with a pro-
found sense of loss, bringing to a 
close 26 years of devoted service 
to this community. Throughout 
our tenure, we have been privi-
leged to contribute thousands of 
dollars in donations, while being 

fortunate enough to work with 
an outstanding team and loyal 
customer base. I would like to 
convey my sincerest apprecia-
tion to our loyal customers and 
invite them to continue their pa-
tronage at our Canton store. We 
are committed to relocating our 
exceptional staff and appreciate 
any support during this chal-
lenging time,” Proulx stated.

Save A Lot will have remain-
ing store locations in Ogdens-
burg, Canton and Gouverneur 
in St. Lawrence County.

Potsdam’s Save A Lot announces closing
NNY Business October 2025 • 3
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The Potsdam Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Direc-
tors is pleased to announce 
the approval of three new 
members, each contribut-
ing something unique to the 
region’s economy and cul-
ture: North Country Winds, 
Potsdam Aquatics, and the 
Roxy Theater. We are proud 
to welcome these business-
es and encourage residents 
to shop local, attend local 
events, and support these 
organizations that help our 
community.

North Country Winds, 
located at 41 May Road in 
Potsdam, is owned and op-
erated by Miles DeCastro. 
Since 2016, DeCastro has 
served musicians across the 
North Country and beyond 
as a trusted clarinet special-
ist, offering expert repairs 
and fine instruments from 
leading brands including 
Backun, Buffet, and D’Add-
ario. Free parking is avail-
able, and visitors can also 
take the Bear Shuttle to the 
Save a Lot stop. For more 
information, please visit 

northcountrywinds.com.
Potsdam Aquatics ,  at 

1122 State Highway 11B, 
is locally owned by a first 
responder and firefighter. 
This hometown aquarium 
shop features live freshwater 
fish, aquariums, supplies, 
and décor, with saltwater 
tanks coming soon. Potsdam 
Aquatics is open seven days 
a week to help hobbyists cre-
ate vibrant aquatic environ-

ments.
The Roxy Theater, at 20 

Main Street, continues its 
tradition as a community 
landmark for entertainment. 
Operated by J.S. Cinemas, 
the Roxy brings first-run 
movies and special events 
to downtown Potsdam. Cur-
rent showtimes can be found 
at jscinemas.com.

Potsdam Chamber Board 
Welcomes Three New Members

Potsdam Aquatics offers freshwater fi sh, tanks, and supplies 
located at 1122 State Highway 11B, Potsdam.

Pinto, Mucenski, Hooper, 
VanHouse & Co. CPAs, P.C., lo-
cated at 42 Market Street in Pots-
dam, receives a Milestone Award 
from the Potsdam Chamber of 
Commerce and a Certifi cate of 
Recognition from Senator Stec 
in celebration of 60 years serving 

the North Country.
Founded in 1965, the locally 

owned fi rm, located at 42 Market 
Street in downtown Potsdam, 
has built its reputation on reli-
able, personalized accounting 
services and a strong commit-
ment to community.

Potsdam firm honored

Left to right: Jackie Miller, Ed Mucenski, Barbara Marten.

Welcome North Country 
Winds, a new business 

and the newest member of 
the Potsdam Chamber of 
Commerce. Owner Miles 
DeCastro specializes in 
clarinet repair and can 

be found at 41 May Road 
in Potsdam. Contact: 

northcountrywinds37@
gmail.com.

North Country Winds joins 
Potsdam Chamber

POTSDAM — The Potsdam 
Chamber of Commerce is proud 
to celebrate Gab’s Hair Studio 
with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
and One-Year Anniversary Cele-
bration on Monday, September 
22, 2024, at 12 p.m. The event will 
take place at 47 State Highway 
345, Potsdam, NY.

Owner, Gabrielle Thomas, 
opened the studio in 2024 and has 
spent the past year growing a loy-
al client base through inclusive, 
personalized, and professional 
hair services for men, women & 
children. The Chamber is thrilled 
to honor this milestone with an 
offi cial ribbon cutting and com-
munity celebration.

Chamber members, local 
businesses, organizations, and 
community members are warmly 
invited to attend. Guests will enjoy 
light refreshments, giveaways, 

and the opportunity to meet Ga-
brielle and explore her welcoming 
and creative salon space.

Gab’s Hair Studio offers a wide 
range of hair services, including 
coloring, highlights, trims, styling, 
treatments, and more. Gabrielle’s 
mission is to help every client feel 
confi dent, comfortable, and cele-
brated.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
& One-Year Celebration for

 Gab’s Hair Studio

Gabrielle Thomas.
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Blevins Motors Inc of Potsdam for
Celebrating 55 Years in Business
For more information contact the Potsdam Chamber of Commerce at director@potsdamchamber.com

JOIN US FOR POTSDAM’S FRIGHT NIGHT
The Potsdam Chamber of Commerce will host their

2025 Fright Night Thursday, Oct. 23 from 5-8 p.m.
On Market Street in Potsdam. Get ready for a night of Spook-tacular Fun!

For more information go to www.potsdamchamber.com



By CRAIG FOX 
cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — F.X. 
Caprara Car Companies 
have acquired the Wally’s 
Mitsubishi dealership on 
Route 11 in the town of Wa-
tertown.

Charlie Capara, who owns 
the dealerships with his 
brother Billy, said the deal 
was closed on Aug. 29.

Wally’s approached the 
Capraras a few months ago 
to sell the Mitsubishi dealer-
ship, the ninth in the Capr-
ara family, he said.

With the acquisition, his 
five children and Billy’s two 
children will take over to run 
the seven car dealerships 
and two Harley-Davidson 
dealerships, making a third 
generation company that 
started 51 years ago. 

“We’re excited that it’s the 
third generation,” he said.

The two brothers’ father 
Francis X. Caprara, who died 

in 2014 at the age of 80, start-
ed the company in 1974. 

F.X. Caprara is keeping 
the same staff that worked 
at Wally’s, including general 
manager  Ryan Cleary, who 
has worked there for about 
15 years and started when 
the dealership was owned 
Billy Fuccillo. The dealer-
ship employs more than 20 
employees.

Terms of the deal were not 
disclosed.

The new F.X. Caprara Mit-
subishi, at 18822 U.S. Route 
11 in Watertown, will of-
fer new Mitsubishi vehicle 
sales, service, and parts, as 
well offering the diverse line 
up of pre-owned vehicles 
that the F.X. Caprara dealer-
ships are known for, accord-
ing to the news release.

“We wouldn’t have 51 
years of success if it weren’t 
for our relationship with our 
customers,” Caprara said.

Recently, F.X. Caprara ac-

quired a Harley-Davidson 
dealership in Binghamton. 
The family also operates a 
Harley-Davidson dealership 
in Adams Center.

In addition to that acquisi-
tion, F.X. Caprara Mitsubishi 
is the newest of the Caprara 
family-owned dealerships 
along with F.X. Caprara 
Honda of Watertown, F.X. 
Caprara Kia of Watertown, 
F.X. Caprara Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram in Alexandria Bay, 
F.X. Caprara Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram in Canton, F.X. 
Caprara Ford of Ogdensburg 
and F.X. Caprara Car Com-
panies of Phoenix.

Capraro said he doesn’t 
know why Wally’s decided 
to sell the Mitsubishi dealer-
ship.

It was just three years 
ago that Wally’s entered the 
north country market when 
it purchased the Mitsubishi 
dealership and Chrysler-
Dodge-Jeep and Ford deal-

erships in Adams. Wally’s 
still operates the Chrysler 
dealership in Adams with 
two sales people. The Ford 
dealership has since closed.

When he bought the Fuc-
cillo dealerships, owner 
Wally Darwash appeared 
in an advertising cam-
paign yelling, “I want you to 

woohoo” and the company 
was known as “New York’s 
Newest Car Shopping Desti-
nation.”

In upstate New York, Wal-
ly’s continues to operate a 
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep deal-
ership in Amsterdam, a Ford 
dealership in Seneca Falls 
and Nissan in Albany.

F.X Caprara buys Wally’s dealership in Watertown

F.X. Caprara has purchased the Wally Mitsubishi dealership on 
outer Washington Street. Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times
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tion.”
Tests came back for the 

graphite “at a grade that was 
encouraging.”

“These things can take 
quite a long time,” he said.

After more drilling on the 
minesite and looking for 
more sources in the area, 
Messler said the best occur-
rences that was found was on 
the mine.

“We sort of lucked out in 
that regard where not only 
is it on the minesite, but it’s 
underneath ground that’s 
already disturbed by our 
tailings,” he said. “It became 
a really appealing target 
for exploration…It takes a 
few years to figure out what 
you’ve got and now we’re 
pushing forward full steam.”

Messler said he and his 
team are “pretty excited” to 
mine graphite in the north 
country.

“In mineral exploration, 
finding anything that ends 
up being mined is pretty rare, 
but finding something that 
carries this type of criticali-
ty and the importance to the 

U.S., it’s exciting.”
Rita Adiani, president 

and chief executive officer 
of Titan Mining, described 
the graphite production as 
the first end-to-end natural 
flake graphite production in 
the United States in about 70 
years.

“Graphite is a critical min-
eral,” she said.

The largest component 
of lithium-ion batteries is 
graphite, Adiani said. Those 
batteries are used in electric 
vehicles, energy storage sys-
tems, semiconductor optics, 
and more.

“It goes into some of the 
very critical industries where 
the United States is trying to 
onshore,” she said. “What 
I think this administration 
has realized very quickly, and 
all our federal partners have 
realized very quickly, it's 
great to be able to onshore 
industries, but you need to 
onshore inputs as well, and 
that’s where we play a signif-
icant role.”

Adiani was at the head of 
the tour, along with Con-
gresswoman Elise M. Stefan-
ik. Adiani called Stefanik “in-
strumental” with some of the 
early federal interactions.

“What we’re very proud 
of… is we’re sort of leading 

in really a space which has 
never been done before,” she 
said.

A mining project typically 
takes around a decade to be-
come operational. However, 
after the 2022 discovery, the 

St. Lawrence County mine is 
already beginning first pro-
duction this year.

“I think we’re doing this at 
light speed, and we’re doing 
this thanks to the infrastruc-
ture and the workforce that 

we have,” Adiani said.
Adiani said an issue she 

conveyed to Stefanik was that 
since products like graphite 
haven’t traditionally been 
mined in the United States, 

Mining
From T1

Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush, Congresswoman Elise Stefanik and Sen. Mark Walczyk listen to 
employees of Titan Mining Corporation during a tour of the facilities Friday. 
Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times

See MINING T8
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there isn’t a Western price 
point for it. She said there is 
pricing, but it’s based off of 
China, where there are lower 
labor and energy costs.

“What China can sell it for, 
we can’t,” she said.

Adiani said she would like 
policy initiatives that will 
help companies set a West-
ern price floor, which they 
have been in contact with 
Stefanik on. She said that 
Stefanik was receptive to the 
idea.

Elected officials from the 
state and federal level were 
on hand Friday to take a tour 
of Titan Mining’s Kilbourne 
Graphite Project, including 
state Sen. Mark Walczyk, 
Assemblyman Ken Blanken-
bush, and Stefanik.

“We have watched the 
growth from a zinc mine in-
to this discovery of graph-
ite,” Stefanik said. “I couldn’t 
be more excited to be here 
today. This is a very big dis-
trict, we have a lot of inter-
esting opportunities at all 
times, but I’m very very excit-

ed about the opportunity in 
years to come.”

Walczyk said this provides 
“awesome opportunities for 
jobs in St. Lawrence County.’

“The bigger mission of 
harvesting more of the ma-
terial that we need to keep 
the United States of Ameri-
ca’s economy pumping, very 
exciting for anybody and we 
should have a tremendous 
amount of pride in the north 
country that this is here, the 
graphite mine of the United 
States of America is not just 
in New York, but is in St. Law-
rence County and right here 
in the north country,” he 
said.

“The entire process here is 
really cool,” Walczyk said.

Blankenbush said the St. 
Lawrence County Industrial 
Development Agency along 
with the Development Au-
thority of the North Coun-
try provided a $2 million fi-
nancial package to help the 
mines develop graphite.

“St. Lawrence County can 
be proud that they are on the 
way to be the first U.S. sup-
plier of graphite in the US in 
over 70 years. I am thrilled to 
say this critical access min-
eral project is in my 117th 

Assembly District,” Blanken-
bush said.

Messler said, politics 
aside, it’s “encouraging” to 
see government officials in-
terested in what they do.

“I think it makes everyone 
on the team here feel good 
with what we’re doing,” he 
said.

The company is in the 
demonstration phase, which 
involves collecting enough 
material to process in order 
to see how the processed 
graphite works in the existing 
graphite market.

“So we are technically, 
and we will be in the next few 
months, producing a graph-
ite concentrate, which will 
make us the first operation in 
the United States in I believe 
70 years, to do so,” Messler 
said.

Officials are also looking 
at the permitting process for 
the graphite pit for mining. 
At the same time, employees 
will be trying to define how 
much graphite they have in 
the mine and how much it is 
worth.

It will be a couple of years 
before they will be able to 
mine graphite.

Mining
From T6

By TOM GRASER
SLC Chamber

OGDENSBURG — The St. 
Lawrence County Chamber 
of Commerce hosted a Busi-
ness After Hours networking 
event on Wednesday, Aug. 
20, that drew about 40 at-
tendees to JJ’s on the River.

The event featured Og-
densburg City Manager 
Fonda Chronis as the key-
note speaker. Chronis, who 
recently completed his first 
year on the job, addressed 
the city’s fiscal challenges. 
"We can’t cut our way out of 
this," he said, emphasizing 
the need to focus on build-
ing the city's tax base. Chro-
nis cited a $3.5 million state 
grant to rehabilitate water-
front property as a recent 
success.

"The motivating vision 
and goals for the commu-
nity shared by City Manag-
er Fonda Chronis provided 
such important context and 
positivity," said Ben Dixon, 
Executive Director of the St. 
Lawrence County Chamber 
of Commerce.

The event, held at Hos-
mer’s Marina, was hosted 
by Bill Hosmer, who spoke 
about his family’s efforts 
to redevelop the area along 

the Oswegatchie River. Hos-
mer highlighted the marina, 
which includes a Customs 
check-in station, a restau-
rant, a bait shop, coffee and 
ice cream shop and kayak 
rentals, and noted a planned 
brewery in the works.

Guests also included Ran-
dy North, President of the 
South Dundas Chamber of 
Commerce, and Kevin Spen-
cer, Chair of the South Gren-
ville Chamber of Commerce, 
both from Ontario. They 
spoke about the importance 
of cross-border relations. 
North commented on the 
ease of crossing the border, 
saying that media stories 
about it were "overblown."

Joshua LaFave, Director of 
Graduate Business Programs 
at Clarkson University, also 
spoke about the upcoming 
St. Lawrence County Lead-
ership Institute, which is set 
to begin its nine-month pro-
gram on Sept. 10.

Dixon praised the event 
for fostering connections 
and resource sharing among 
local leaders and non-prof-
its. "This gathering was in-
valuable, and we appreciate 
all who joined us," he said.

Large crowd attends 
Business After Hours 
at JJ’s on the River in 

Ogdensburg

Business After Hours attendees listen to Ogdensburg City 
Manager Fonda Chronis at JJ’s on the River in Ogdensburg on 
Aug. 20. 
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By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

CLAYTON — In its 50-year 
history, the Antique and Clas-
sic Boat Society, which has 52 
chapters in the U.S., Canada 
and Europe, has never hosted 
one of its Vintage Boat Shows 
in this river village, where it is 
based.

The ACBS did host its annu-
al show in Alexandria Bay in 
2019 at an event that attracted 
nearly 600 participants and a 
menagerie of vessels, but nev-
er in Clayton, where the so-
ciety is headquartered at 422 
James St.

“With the 50th anniversary, 
we said we wanted to ‘Bring it 
home to headquarters,’ and 
partner with the Antique Boat 
Museum,”  ACBS Executive 
Director Lora Nadolski Han-
son said.

Last year’s show was held 
along Gull Lake in Lake Shore, 
Minnesota. The location of 
the annual show has ranged 
from Idaho to Ontario, Cana-
da.

The local Thousand Islands 
chapter of the ACBS contains 
members from the U.S. and 
Canada. The chapter hosts 
several events throughout 

the year, with the highlight 
its vintage “User” Boat Show 
in July, usually in Alexandria 
Bay.

New York is the birthplace 
of the ACBS. It grew from a 

1974 organized show on the 
Lake George village docks led 
by local wooden boat owners, 
who decided to organize a 
year later.

“Technically, boat-show-
wise, this is our 23rd interna-
tional boat show,” Nadolski 
Hanson said. “But we’re cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary 
of ACBS.”

‘A TASTE OF THE WATERWAY’
ACBS members from the 

U.S., Canada and Europe be-
gan trickling in on Monday 
for six days of vintage boat 
show events. 

“The fi rst half of the week 
is dedicated to our members, 
over 500, coming in,” Na-
dolski Hanson said. “That’s 
over a tenth of our member-
ship. They have bonded over 

the years with members and 
friends across the country, 
across the world, who they 
haven’t seen in a while. When 
they come to the internation-
al shows as part of Vintage 

Boat Week, we like to give 
them a taste of the waterway 
that they are visiting.”

Antique and Classic Boat Society’s 
vintage show in Clayton for first time

This photo from 2021 at the local chapter gathering shows a craft near the Thousand Islands International Bridge. Local chapters of 
the Antique and Classic Boat Society hold annual gatherings. There are 52 chapters. The Thousand Islands chapter usually meets in 
Alexandria Bay. TIACBS/Facebook

See SHOW T11

Skol, a 1939 Fitzgerald & Lee runabout with triple cockpit, won 
best in show at the 2019 Antique and Classic Boat Society’s 
annual international boat show held in Alexandria Bay. The ACBS 
annual gathering returns to the Thousand Islands next week, to 
Clayton, during a week of events co-hosted by the Antique Boat 
Museum.  Watertown Daily Times

There will be a week of events for Antique and Classic Boat 
Society members next week, but the public aspect happens 
Friday and Saturday at the Antique Boat Museum, 750 Mary St., 
Clayton. ACBS
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By TOM GRASER
SLC Chamber

CANTON — Chimera In-
tegration, a leading security 
systems provider, has joined 
the St. Lawrence Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Circle, reinforc-
ing its commitment to the lo-
cal business community and 
regional economic develop-
ment.

Founded over a decade 
ago by Casey White in Syra-
cuse, Chimera Integration 
has grown from a small start-
up to the largest security in-
tegrator in New York State. 
The company now spans 
multiple locations across 
the state, including a signif-
icant presence in Potsdam, 
and employs over 60 pro-
fessionals. In 2024, Chimera 
was recognized as the num-
ber one security integration 
company in North America, 
a testament to its innovative 
approach and exceptional 
service.

Chimera specializes in 
customizable security solu-

tions for diverse clients, 
ranging from small busi-
nesses to large organizations 
like Kinney Drugs, Clarkson 
University, and Alcoa. Their 
comprehensive services in-
clude advanced security sys-
tems, nurse call systems, fire 
alarms, door access controls, 
and cutting-edge technol-
ogies like facial recognition 
and weapon detection.

Chimera fits well in St. 
Lawrence County, Sales 
Engineer Rob Lafaver said, 
because Chimera is a fami-
ly-owned business that puts 
family first and business sec-
ond.

"St. Lawrence County is a 
large county, but it's a very 
close-knit  community,” 
Lafaver said. “A lot of busi-
ness around here is word 
of mouth. If you treat your 
next-door neighbor great, 
they tell their next-door 
neighbor, and it just contin-
ues."

By joining the Leadership 
Circle, Chimera demon-
strates its dedication to sup-

porting local economic de-
velopment. The Leadership 
Circle provides members 
with unique opportunities 
to invest directly in the re-
gion's business ecosystem, 
promoting job creation and 
community prosperity.

Chamber Executive Di-
rector Ben Dixon highlight-
ed the significance of Chi-
mera's involvement: “We 
are thrilled to have Chimera 
Integrations as a platinum 
member of the Chamber’s 
Leadership Circle. This 
rapidly growing company 
provides important and ex-
ceptional services to other 
businesses in the region, and 
we are already collaborat-
ing with them on everything 
from business connections 

to workforce development. 
Chimera’s participation 
in the Leadership Circle 
demonstrates their inherent 
commitment to giving back 
to the community and pro-
moting the region’s business 
success. Members of the 
Leadership Circle, like Chi-
mera, are critical partners in 
supporting our work to make 
St. Lawrence County a great 
place to live, invest, work, 
play and raise a family.”

Leadership Circle mem-
bership offers Chimera en-
hanced business visibility, 
priority sponsorship oppor-
tunities, and recognition for 
its community investment. 
The company will gain in-
creased networking oppor-
tunities and a platform to 

showcase its innovative se-
curity solutions while sup-
porting the Chamber's mis-
sion to make St. Lawrence 
County an attractive place to 
live, work, and do business.

Lafaver said every employ-
ee for Chimera in St. Law-
rence County was born and 
raised in St. Lawrence Coun-
ty. Lafaver is a native of Can-
ton.

For Chimera, joining the 
Leadership Circle is more 
than a business decision—
it's a commitment to the 
community that has sup-
ported its growth. As a fam-
ily-centered business with 
deep local roots, they see this 
membership as an opportu-
nity to contribute to the re-
gion's continued success.

Chimera Integration Joins St. Lawrence County Chamber Leadership Circle

From left, Ryan O’Donnell, Justin Stearns, Casey White and Kip 
White of Chimera Integration on the cover of SDM magazine after 
Chimera Integrations was named Systems Integrator of the year 
in 2024.
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The show runs Monday 
through Saturday Sept. 20. Its 
fi rst three days includes cruis-
es for members: a “shake-
down” cruise on Monday; an 
upriver cruise on Tuesday, 
followed by a downriver trip 
on Wednesday.

“Captains affiliated with 
the Antique Boat Museum 
will lead the tours, so that 
the boaters from afar know 
where to go and how to weave 
through the islands,” Nadols-
ki Hanson said.

Members are planning side 
trips, such as to Boldt Castle. 
The ACBS chapter roundta-
ble is Thursday from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. at the 1000 Islands 
Harbor Hotel, followed by the 
ACBS International annual 
board meeting beginning at 

10:30 at the hotel.

A KEY PARTNERSHIP
The ACBS is celebrating its 

milestone year in conjunc-
tion with the Antique Boat 
Museum. Nadolski Hanson 
began her career with the 
museum as curator of educa-
tion in 2005. She became ex-
ecutive director in November 
2021, replacing the retiring 
Dan Gyoerkoe. Immediately 
prior to her ACBS post, she 
was executive director of the 
Frederic Remington Art Mu-
seum in Ogdensburg.

The Antique and Classic 
Boat Society and the Antique 
Boat Museum are separate 
entities, but with similar 
roots.

ABM hosted its first boat 
show in 1965. The roots of 
ABM involve a small group 
of people who were deter-
mined to preserve the nau-
tical and cultural heritage of 
the St. Lawrence River and 

established the Thousand 
Islands Museum in Clayton. 

Within the museum, a group 
concerned with preserving 

Show
From T9

Boats in the Antique and Classic Boat Society’s International Boat Show are docked on Sept. 19, 
2019, at the Upper James Street Dock in Alexandria Bay. Watertown Daily Times

See SHOW T12
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the area’s rich boating her-
itage formed the Antique 
Boat Auxiliary and organized 
a show of antique boats in 
1965. The group developed 
into the Antique Boat Muse-
um,  a nonprofit organization 
that has evolved into a highly 
esteemed national establish-
ment.

“As it was getting going, 
there was a bunch of other 
people across the country 
and in Canada who were also 
starting to say, ‘We also rec-
ognize that these antique and 
classic boats are going by the 
wayside,’” Nadolski Hanson 
said.

Boats made from fiberglass 

gained significant momen-
tum in the 1950s and ’60s.

“The wood boats weren’t as 
in vogue and they were going 
to the scrap pile,” Nadolski 
Hanson explained. “But there 
were enthusiasts who said, 
‘We want to save these, share 
them with the public and pre-
serve them.’  That’s where the 
ACBS, on the heels of that mo-
mentum, started to say, ‘We 
need to have an organized 
body and to get shows and 
clubs started, all over.’”

The partnership the ACBS 
has with the Antique Boat 
Museum is very important, 
Nadolski Hanson said.

“We kind of grew together,” 
she said. “Some of our very 
early planning happened at 
the Antique Boat Museum 
show, where our founders 
would get together and meet. 
Our first office consisted of 
one person, renting office 

space in the ABM. We grew 
with the museum. As they 
needed more space, and the 
ACBS needed more space, we 
bought the house two doors 
down from the boat museum. 
Our office has been here in 
Clayton for over 30 years.”

Meanwhile, Nadolski Han-
son is an honorary trustee of 
the Antique Boat Museum, 
and she said that Rebecca 
Hopfinger, executive director 
of the ABM, has served as di-
rector at large for the ACBS.

“We have shared board 
members throughout the 
years,” Nadolski Hanson said. 
“Our local chapters have sim-
ilar relationships with other 
maritime museums in their 
backyards. And, a lot of our 
members also volunteer at 
their local maritime museum, 
and we see that here in the 
Thousand Islands as well.”

Hopfinger said the facility 

is “thrilled” to be the venue 
for ACBS’s 50th anniversa-
ry annual meeting and boat 
show celebration. 

“The synergies between 
the organizations are mighty, 
and collaborating closely for 
Vintage Week is a meaningful 
experience for everyone,” she 
said.

For the museum, the tim-
ing of the show coincides with 
the final stages of construc-
tion of its new boat shop facil-
ity. ACBS’s closing reception 
Saturday, from 5 to 7 p.m.. will 
serve as the unofficial open-
ing of ABM’s new boat shop, 
with a special ribbon-cutting 
and naming announcement.

“The museum is planning a 
formal dedication event in the 
spring of 2026, when the shop 
is fully operational and when 
everyone involved, from do-
nors to designers, will be rec-
ognized,” Hopfinger said.

A VARIETY OF BOATS
Boats registered for the 

ACBS Vintage Boat Show 
range from a canoe or two to 
a hydroplane and large cruis-
ers.

“Similar to here locally, all 
the different boats in the An-
tique Boat Museum are ex-
amples of what our members 
and our owners might have 
at home,” Nadolski Hanson 
said. “It could be canoes, 
small craft, antique sailboats, 
runabouts, utility boats and 
racers. Those racers are very 
unique boats on their own.“

Friday and Saturday will be 
the public parts of the show, 
with the ACBS Internation-
al Boat Show at the Antique 
Boat Museum, 750 Mary St.

“The museum will be 
open to the public on Friday 
and Saturday, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., both days, free of 
charge,” Nadolski Hanson 
said. “They can come in and 
see the over 130 (ACBS) boats 
on display at the docks. We’ll 
be expanded out onto the 
Clayton village dock on the 
end of Mary Street and wrap-
ping around the harbor of the 
Antique Boat Museum, and 
filling all those docks.”

Village streets will be alive 
next week with boats being 
towed in for the show, from as 
far away as Texas and Califor-
nia, Nadolski Hanson said.

“And every place in be-
tween,” she added. “With 
this being our 50th anniver-
sary, we have members com-
ing from our France chapter 
and our Northern European 
chapter. They aren’t bringing 
boats, but they are coming to 
partake in the festivities and 
to see the Thousand Islands.”

Show
From T11

The timing of the ACBS gathering coincides with the final stages of construction of the Antique Boat Museum’s new boat shop facility. 
The closing reception will serve as its unofficial opening. Photo courtesy of ABM
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Red Barn Meats 
celebrates expansion

To celebrate the completion of its expansion, the community was invited to a ribbon cutting and 
open house Aug. 16 at Red Barn Meats, 9095 Briot Road, Croghan, owned by Jordan and Rachel 
Brandt. The event also included tastings and tours, a local vendor fair and  a farmer meet-and-
greet. Photo provided by  Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce

New nutrition
shop opens

Featuring energizing power teas and protein packed shakes, 
Treat Yourself Nutrition,  owned by Jessica Baker, held a 
ribbon cutting Aug. 27 to offi cially open the shop at 320 State 
St., Carthage. Photo courtesy of Carthage Area Chamber of 
Commerce
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By ALEXANDER VIOLO
aviolo@mtelegram.com

MALONE — A restaurant on 
Wheeler Avenue held a grand 
opening event, welcoming the 
public to the mom and pop style 
cafe, on Saturday Sept. 13 .

Foothills Cafe, in the village, 
fi rst opened in June but work to 
transform the space into a restau-
rant started in March, accord-
ing to Ted Perrin, who owns the 
building housing the cafe and the 
adjoined Foothills Lodge.

The grand opening event on in-
cluded a full cafe menu, craft ven-
dors, live music by Steve Perry and 
a bake sale, St. Hilaire said.

“It’s mom and pop diner food,” 
St. Hilaire said, describing the 
menu as full of home cooking and 
comfort food, adding the cafe of-
fers free delivery. 

St. Hilaire said they will have 
multiple specials throughout the 
week.

“Our double dog is a dog fi l-
leted open with another hot dog 
inside of it, you eat that you ain’t 
going to go home hungry,” St. 
Hilaire said. 

According to St. Hilaire, the ca-
fe also has smoked wings, home-
made soups and a variety of des-
serts, including homemade pies. 

St. Hilaire said Sunday has 
proved to be the cafe’s busiest day 
of the week with the breakfast buf-
fet popular on weekends. 

According to Perrin, the diner 
style seemed to be a good fi t for 
the new cafe.

“Jeff has been doing food forev-
er and that seemed to be the best 
fi t for where we live,” Perrin said, 
adding that the cafe adds fl air to 
diner staples.

St. Hilaire pointed to the ca-
fe’s lobster rolls as an example of 
something unique that he wanted 
to do at the cafe.

“A lot of people don’t go to 
Maine so we brought it to them,” 
he said. 

Both Perrin and St. Hilaire 
graduated from Brushton-Moira 
Central in 1991.

“We’re just a couple guys who 
went to school together, got back 
together after years and said let’s 
open a cafe,” St. Hilaire said.

St. Hilaire said the restaurant is 
permitted for 50 and there are cur-
rently 45 chairs in the cafe, adding 
the plan is to add a patio to the 

front so the restaurant can have 
outdoor seating in the future. 

“It’s been a lot of fun we have 
met a lot of nice people,” he said. 

Foothills Cafe is open from 6 
a.m. to 2 p.m., seven days a week, 
and can be reached at 518-319-
5039. 

Foothills Lodge

Perrin said, when he pur-
chased the building that is now 
the cafe and lodge in January, he 
intended to add a restaurant to 
complement the neighboring 
hotel but wasn’t sure what form it 
would take. 

The building formerly housed 
a working retreat center, which 
opened in 2022 before closing, but 
was originally a schoolhouse, ac-
cording to Perrin.

“I started to work on it right 
away, in January 2025, outfi tting 
all the bedrooms in the lodge, 
there’s 17 rooms,” he said, adding 
guests started staying at the lodge 
in March. 

Perrin, who worked in real es-
tate in Georgia and Florida for 
more than 30 years before return-
ing to the North Country, said the 
property on Wheeler Avenue has 
a historical component coupled 
with good in-place infrastructure 
that got his attention.

“Being in a historical neighbor-
hood and a 30s red-brick school-
house has got great energy,” he 
said, adding the lodge was built 
in 1930 and the space housing the 
cafe is a fi eldstone building con-
structed in 1891.

Perrin said the lodge has three 
fl oors but only two are actively 
used, and the hotel is geared to ac-
commodate tourists and people 
visiting the area to see friends and 
family.

“Tourism and I would say an-
other thing we are trying to chase 
is local people and their friends 
and family who are coming to visit 
them,” he said.   

Perrin said he is looking for-
ward  to ski season and hopes 
skiers will consider staying at the 
lodge this winter.

“I’m curious to see because 
this will be our fi rst ski season, at 
the front end of it, if younger skiers 
will come for that,” he said. 

Perrin said modern aspects 
of the rooms are contrasted with 
some retro style.

“One of the things that I like is 
it’s automated, you get an email 
with a code to your door that starts 

and expires based on your book-
ing, on the door it’s a smartlock,” 
he said, “You don’t have to talk 

to anybody in the lobby, you just 
come in and go in and out, it’s all 
secure and safe.”

Foothills cafe hosts grand opening

From left, Jeff St. Hilaire and Ted Perrin pose for a photo by the sign to Foothills Cafe, in Malone. 
Alexander Violo/Malone Telegram
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CANTON — The St. Lawrence 
County Chamber of Commerce 
continues to grow with the addi-
tion of six new members in Au-
gust.

“New members drive our 
growth, and our new members 
will find benefits with the Cham-
ber that will help them grow,” St. 
Lawrence County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Ben Dixon said. “We are thrilled 
to have these six unique and 
remarkable entities join us as 
partners in enhancing the North 
Country’s vitality.”

The new businesses on the 
Chamber’s roster include The 
Claire House, a Haunted Bed & 
Breakfast in Ogdensburg; Sea-
way Smokehouse and Catering 
in Lisbon; Red Barn Pottery in 
Brushton; the SUNY ESF Rang-
er School in Wanakena; Signal 
Stream Inc. in Ogdensburg; and 
Willow View Property in Canton.

The Claire House Haunted 

Bed & Breakfast, 709 Franklin 
St., Ogdensburg, offers a chance 
to step back in time. The historic 
bed and breakfast was famous-
ly featured on the Ghost Hunt-
ers TV show. Guests enjoy the 
charm of a beautifully preserved 
Victorian home, cozy accom-
modations, and a touch of the 
unexplained. Whether guests 
come for the history, the hospi-
tality, or the haunted happen-
ings, The Claire House offers a 
one-of-a-kind stay that blends 
comfort with curiosity.

At Seaway Smokehouse and 
Catering,11421 State Route 37, 
Lisbon, the approach is sim-
ple: exceptional food, generous 
portions, great people, and at-
tention to detail. Now in its 18th 
year, the Seaway Smokehouse 
and Catering offers an in-house 
restaurant menu serving south-
ern BBQ, a robust char-grill 
menu, and elevated classics that 
will please all palates. When it 

comes to events, the Seaway 
Smokehouse and Catering is 
more than just a caterer. From 
the moment they reach out, ev-
erything is customized to the 
customer’s needs. No menu is 
too gourmet, no request is too 
much, and no detail goes un-
addressed. In addition, as of the 
Summer 2025, the catering bus 
known as "Phineas" is now food-
truck certified and ready to serve 
up some of the "good stuff" at 
any event. The Seaway Smoke-
house and Catering has the 
experience and customer-ori-
ented eye to serve St. Lawrence 
County for many more years to 
come.

Red Barn Pottery is a small 
pottery studio located in a red 
barn in Brushton. The Red Barn 
Pottery Co. features a variety of 
handcrafted pottery made by 
Nathan Cox, including hand-
thrown pots, slab-built platters, 
and decorative work. Cox can be 
reached at Nathan@RedBarn-
PotteryCo.com.

Tucked away on the east 
branch of the Oswegatchie Riv-
er in Wanakena, the SUNY-ESF 
Ranger School offers more than 
a degree — it provides a hands-
on education in the heart of 
the Adirondacks. Established 
in 1912, the school is affiliated 
with the State University of New 
York College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry. Students 

can earn an Associate of Applied 
Science degree in forestry, land 
surveying, or natural resourc-
es management. What sets the 
Ranger School apart is its im-
mersive approach. Students 
get their hands dirty, working 
alongside faculty in the school’s 
2,800-acre campus. They tackle 
real-world projects, from mon-
itoring the growth of centu-
ries-old tree stands to studying 
forests recovering from devas-
tating storms. To learn more, 
you can contact the school at 
315-470-6500.

Signal Stream Inc. is a wire-
less automation company that 
was established in Kanata, Ont., 
in 2001 and recently opened a 
branch in Ogdensburg. Signal 
Stream provides solutions for 
businesses. They specialize in 
creating embedded systems 
firmware and user interfac-
es (GUIs). In simpler terms, 
they help businesses with the 
"brains" of their electronic de-
vices —things like sensors, au-
tomated systems, and smart 

equipment. There is more infor-
mation on Signal Stream at sig-
nalstream.ca.

Willow View Property is a 
10-guest, 4-bedroom Airbnb 
on the Irish Settlement Road in 
Canton.

Step back in time, this lovingly 
preserved 1880s farmhouse of-
fers a blend of rustic charm and 
modern comfort. Once part of a 
working dairy farm, the historic 
home is nestled in a quiet, ru-
ral setting among mature trees. 
The property provides a peace-
ful retreat for guests, featuring a 
porch for relaxing, open skies for 
stargazing, and an escape from 
road noise. Find the property’s 
Airbnb listing at tinyurl.com/
3jfbbh7e.

Becoming a member of the 
St. Lawrence County Chamber 
of Commerce provides a wide 
range of benefits designed to 
help your business grow. Mem-
bers receive increased exposure 
through a customizable profile 
on the Chamber's website, so-
cial media highlights, and direct 
referrals. The Chamber also 
offers numerous networking 
opportunities, from Business 
After Hours events to the Annual 
Dinner, and advocates on behalf 
of the business community with 
local and state officials. Mem-
bers can also take advantage of 
exclusive discounts on events 
and advertising, along with 
access to professional devel-
opment resources and person-
alized support from Chamber 
staff.

St. Lawrence Chamber of Commerce 
welcomed six new members in August

Phineas, a food-truck certified 
school bus, is ready to serve 
up some of the Seaway 
Smokehouse’s “good stuff” at 
any event. Photo provided

Some of the results of a recent 
raku firing at Nathan Cox’s 
Red Barn Pottery studio in 
Brushton. Photo provided

Signal Stream Inc., at 413-415-
417 Canton St., Ogdensburg,

Willow View Property offers a 
tranquil setting with enough 
room for 10 on the outskirts of 
Canton. Photo provided

Claire House is a former rectory turned Bed and Breakfast that 
has been featured on the Ghost Hunters TV show. Photo provided 

SUNY ESF Ranger School. Photo provided.
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GRANT WRITING LOBBYING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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