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Historic Drum10th Mountain Life features soldier shoutouts, photos of  
Fort Drum events, memories from post and more.

To recognize your favorite soldier or share photos,  
email news@wdt.net with subject “10th Mountain Life”
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Left: 10th Mountain Division soldiers celebrated the history of the division during 
the 2026 Legacy Days in February and March in Colorado’s Rocky Mountains. Events 
included group skiing, a tactical skills competition, a parade and fireworks, vendor 
fairs and live music. 10th Mountain Division photo

Fort Drum soldiers and family members receive hands-on instruction during the Relocation Readiness Program’s Stitching 
The Standard class on Feb. 24 inside the Family Resource Center. The free class is designed for soldiers to learn how to 
make adjustments and repairs to their uniforms, as well as patch and rank replacement.  
Photos by Mike Strasser/Fort Drum Garrison Public Affairs

Fort Drum Public Affairs

The Fort Drum Army Community 
Service’s Relocation Readiness 
Program is helping Soldiers and 

family members “stitch to standard” 
with a new sewing class inside the 
Family Resource Center. 

During the first session Feb. 24, 
attendees familiarized themselves 
with how to operate a sewing ma-
chine, while Kelsea Dopler, Reloca-
tion Readiness educator, provided 
instruction on proper hand place-
ment and how to hold the fabric 
while stitching straight lines. 

“For this first class, I wanted 
people to get comfortable using the 
machine,” she said. “I think gain-
ing comfortability first allows you to 
gain knowledge quicker.” 

The free Stitching The Standard 
class is designed for Soldiers to learn 
how to make adjustments and re-
pairs to their uniforms, as well as 
patch and rank replacement. 

Dopler said this can be an 

important life skill for both Soldiers 
and family members. 

“Sometimes when you take a uni-
form in for alterations, they can’t 
have the quick turnaround that you 
need,” she said. “This gives people 
the option of doing it themselves.” 

Dopler, a military spouse and for-
mer active-duty Soldier, said there is 
a cost-savings benefit as well. 

“Overall, I think this just allows 
them to get away from things for a 
little bit, relax in the middle of the 
day, and learn a valuable skill,” she 
said. 

While practicing his stitching on 
a piece of fabric, Frank Brown dis-
covered he could make a pair of 
pouches. He said his mother took up 
sewing as a hobby, and he wanted 
to learn to become more self-suffi-
cient. 

“I think it’s a skill that everybody 
should learn as an adult,” he said. “I 
was actually pretty captivated by it. 
I also like working with my hands, 
so this was another way to see how 

skilled you can become with your 
hands.” 

Brown said there was no expecta-
tion of becoming a master seamster 
after one hour, but he felt that a little 
knowledge will go a long way. 

“I was just looking to learn the 
basics,” he said. “I figured it prob-
ably wouldn’t all come at once, so 
just getting some familiarity with 
the machine was important. It kind 
of removed a lot of the intimidation 
factor from it. I really like this class. 
I accomplished everything that I 
came here for, and I thought I was 
better at it than I initially expected.” 

The Stitching The Standard class 
is scheduled from 11:45 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. every third Tuesday of 
the month inside the FRC, Building 
11042 on Mount Belvedere Boule-
vard. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Outside the class hour, Dopler 
said community members are wel-
come to stop in and ask her ques-
tions about sewing or projects they 
are working on.

Fort Drum soldiers, family members learn new life skill, one stitch at a time

Right: Rock climbing, circa 1943-1944, was an important element of 
divisional training. While some soldiers were recruited for their rock 
climbing and mountaineering skills, the majority received specialized 
training. Mountains and rock formations around Camp Hale, Colorado, 
provided the ideal classroom for the soldiers. The training proved 
essential as troops from the 86th Regiment would make a night climb to 
capture German-held Riva Ridge in the Apennine Mountains of northern 
Italy. From the Watertown Daily Times Archive
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