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El Rito Media congratulates all our employees on 
this year’s New Mexico Press Awards. 

Our team earned 43 awards. Their hard work, 
dedication and commitment to telling news, sports and 

entertainment stories will continue. We will serve our 
region and communities with truthful, accurate and 

compelling stories online and in print. 

Congratulations  
to all! 
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First Place, General News Photo, Ruidoso News, Todd Fuqua

Second Place, General News Photo, Albuquerque Journal, Jessica Baca

Second Place, General News Photo, Rio Rancho Observer, Kevin Opsahl

Second Place, General News Photo, Alamogordo Daily News, Todd Fuqua

Second Place, Online Photo Gallery, Taos News, Clementine Miller
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Weekly Class II
01. NEWS WRITING
2nd Place

Sierra County Sentinel
Jim Shiley - Sierra County Sentinel
“Bringing Farm To Classroom”

Weekly Class II
01. NEWS WRITING
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua
“Emotions ran high for survivors of 

flood”
Nice account of the event. Concise 

story-telling without the use of too 
much quoting. Puts a lot of things in 
perspective.

Weekly Class I
01. NEWS WRITING
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Clara Garcia
“Belen Library Director Kathleen 

Pickering retiring after filing sexual 
harassment claim”

Great story about a controversial 
issue. Used public records, reached 
out to all sources and more, included 
what they would and wouldn’t say. 

Weekly Class I
01. NEWS WRITING
1st Place

The Paper
Jesse Jones & Pat Davis
“PACs spend $300,000 on school 

board races, and no one noticed”
Well done piece using campaign 

finance reports, talking with 
candidates and more to show how 
a national PAC was investing heavily 
in getting its preferred candidates 
elected in a local school board race. 
The sourcing is the key in this story.

Daily Class II
01. NEWS WRITING
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
“Walking the walk”
This is a clear telling of a complex 

story. I appreciated the graphic, and 
thought it was an effective use of AI. I 
appreciated the disclosure. Thank you!

Daily Class II
01. NEWS WRITING
1st Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“Damien Vasquez acquitted of 

murder charge”
This is a complicated story well-told. 

I thought you weaved the story of the 
alleged crime itself and the courtroom 
happenings together deftly. Thank 
you!

Daily Class I
01. NEWS WRITING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Carina Julig
“Awash in encampments”

Daily Class I
01. NEWS WRITING
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
André Salkin
“Unrecovered: Migrant remains 

still dot New Mexico’s inhospitable 
southern border”

Wide variety of sourcing, multimedia 
elements and structure add to the 
piece. Emotional element of the piece 
was left til the end and the article 
could have benefitted from it being 
added in earlier to the story. Shows all 
angles and agencies involved, fair and 
unbiased reporting shown. 

Weekly Class II
02. BREAKING NEWS
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Adrian Hedden
“Plane crash details emerge”

Weekly Class II
02. BREAKING NEWS
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Ruidoso News Staff
“The aftermath of Ruidoso Floods”
Strong reporting and presentation 

on a devastating community tragedy.

Weekly Class I
02. BREAKING NEWS
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Michaela Helean, Kevin Opsahl
“Suspected Bernalillo shooter 

arrested”

Weekly Class I
02. BREAKING NEWS
1st Place

Taos News
Olivia Lewis
“Army deserters charged with 

murdering missing veteran”
Insane story and amazing reporting. 

The reporter interviewed a lot of 
people and everyone that was 
important or involved in the case. 
Great work by them and super tough 
story to write, I’m sure. Definitely 
deserving of first place.

Daily Class I & II
02. BREAKING NEWS
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
André Salkin
“Celebration and uncertainty in 

Santa Fe over ousting of Maduro”
Well balanced report 

Daily Class I & II
02. BREAKING NEWS
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Esteban Candelaria
“‘Systematic moral failing’ at CYFD”
In the moment solid reporting.

Solution/resolution based with call to 
action.

Weekly Class II
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
2nd Place

NMSU Round-up
Addisyn Hartman
“NMSU fires Jody Adams, begins 

search for new head coach”
This feels less like a breaking news 

story and more like a big sports 
headline.

Weekly Class II
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st Place

Artesia Daily Press
Adrian Hedden, Mike Smith
“Explosion at Navajo Refinery”
Great detail, great information!

Weekly Class I
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Kevin Opsahl
“Water main break drags on days”

Weekly Class I
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Michaela Helean, Kevin Opsahl
“Bernalillo Active Shooter”
The reporter brought together key 

information on police, schools and 
transit in a breaking news story that 
affected many families. The story was 
clear, useful and easy to follow.

Daily Class I & II
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Daniel J. Chacón, Clara Bates, 
Gabriela Campos
“Epstein victims’ memorial 

removed”

Daily Class I & II
03. DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Esteban Candelaria, Gabriela 
Campos, Lily Alexander
“University of New Mexico dorm 

shooting”
The story has multiple perspectives 

from parents to students, activists 
groups, university officials and more. 
The coverage tell the most important 
information first but builds off that to 
create human interest and connect 
with audiences. Amazing, sensitive 
coverage.  

Weekly Class II
04. SPORTS WRITING
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua
“Mosher a globe-trotting volleyball 

star”
Super interesting read. It was a 

bit long, but every question I had 
about the player ended up getting 

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF 
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Belinda Mills
(575) 312-5449
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answered. Mosher has had a lot 
of things going on in her life so I 
actually think the lengthier feature was 
completely understandable.

Weekly Class II
04. SPORTS WRITING
1st Place

The Tri-City Record
Steven Bortstein
“Aztec’s Levi Stout continues to 

build on impressive history”
It’s a very impressive story with a 

lot of impact. The coverage was very 
good and informed the reader of the 
overarching story. Great read.

Weekly Class I
04. SPORTS WRITING
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Mike Powers
“NMAA: Mistake made in BHS relay 

disqualification”
This is a challenging and 

complicated story to get right, and I 
think you did a solid job.

Weekly Class I
04. SPORTS WRITING
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Dan Allison
“Working behind the scenes”
Well-written story on an interesting 

subject matter that doesn’t often get 
covered. Great stuff!

Daily Class II
04. SPORTS WRITING
2nd Place

Alamogordo Daily News
Todd Fuqua
“Thursday night lights”
Really interesting story about 

something that I’m sure is a concern 
everywhere but doesn’t get the 
attention it probably deserves. Thank 
you!

Daily Class II
04. SPORTS WRITING
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
“A culture for Eunice volleyball”
Cool story on an interesting 

character. Appreciated the detail and 
narrative. Also, the graphic at the top 
of the story is really nicely done!

Daily Class I
04. SPORTS WRITING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Will Webber
“New Mexico Highlands tapping 

into Samoan culture for football 
recruiting”

Daily Class I
04. SPORTS WRITING
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
James Barron
“Battles on two fronts”
A perfect telling of the human 

condition in the world of sports that 
inspires from headline to the final line 
of the story.

Weekly Class II
05. BUSINESS WRITING
2nd Place

The Tri-City Record
Lenora Lare
“Fireworks Family Tradition”

Weekly Class II
05. BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place

The Tri-City Record
Debra Mayeux and David Edward 
Albright
“Farmers markets open throughout 

San Juan County”
This was a well written and well 

reported look at the arrival of farmers 
market season. The photographs were 
a strong accompaniment in a package 
that was not only informative but a fun 
read. 

Weekly Class I
05. BUSINESS WRITING
2nd Place

Taos News
Olivia Lewis
“Creampuff lovers, rejoice”
What a fun, touching story! Thank 

you.

Weekly Class I
05. BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place

Taos News
Olivia Lewis
“Tribal Slice reboots at Picuris 

Pueblo”
This was a really excellent and 

fascinating story about such a unique 
business. Thank you!

Daily Class II
05. BUSINESS WRITING
2nd Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“A legacy to die for: West Funeral 

home in business for 120 years”

Daily Class II
05. BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Levi Hill
“Hobbs is hungry ... for retail”
Retail development is a big deal 

— and a topic readers care about in 

every community. The writer does a 
nice job breaking down what’s coming 
to Hobbs and what’s next on the 
horizon.

Daily Class I
05. BUSINESS WRITING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Mike Easterling
“AI data center proposal in Raton 

draws opposition”

Daily Class I
05. BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Kylie Garcia
“‘Don’t give up’”
Amazing article that covers the issue 

from all angles, lovely photos and 
perspectives. 

Weekly Class II
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Vanessa Maciel
“Bonita Estates residents express 

concern over mining project”

Weekly Class II
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
1st Place

Cibola Citizen
Diego Lopez
“Cibola Drought Monitor”
Right away the story gives readers 

the impact and dives into data to back 
that up. The story lays out for readers 
why these data points matter and 
why readers should continue to pay 
attention. 

Weekly Class I
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
2nd Place

Taos News
Emily Sender, Clementine Miller
“Irrigation season begins without 

water with which to irrigate”

Weekly Class I
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
1st Place

Taos News
Emily Sender, Clementine Miller
“Llamas don’t need roads, don’t 

disturb protected bird species”
This was a unique and well written 

story. Nice work.

Daily Class II
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING

2nd Place
Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“Is Holtec pulling out of New 

Mexico”

Daily Class II
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
1st Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“Oil spills draw concern”
Really great information and detail

Daily Class I
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Alaina Mencinger and Margaret 
O’Hara
“New Mexico farmers heavily rely 

on a federal visa program facing an 
overhaul”

What an easy-to-digest explanation 
of a really critical issue in this space. 
Loved the explainers throughout and 
the graph. Thank you!

Daily Class I
06. ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Matthew Reisen
“Wolf trapping on the rise”
I loved this story. It’s well-sourced, 

nuanced, and brings in the voices of 
multiple different stakeholders in a 
way that is classy and useful. Thank 
you!

Weekly Class II
07. EDUCATION WRITING
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Vanessa Maciel
“Highlands top leadership ousted”

Weekly Class II
07. EDUCATION WRITING
1st Place

The Tri-City Record
Alx Lee
“How will no-cost plan affect San 

Juan County childcare?”
In-depth coverage of an important 

news development. 

Weekly Class I
07. EDUCATION WRITING
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Kurt Johnson
“Adrian Galaz education feature”
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Second Place, Self-Promotion or House Ad, Las Cruces Bulletin, Matthew Meerbott

First Place, Advertising Campaign, Artesia Daily Press, Tim KeithleySecond Place, Advertising Campaign, Albuquerque Journal, Jeremy Tafoya & Diane Berry

Second Place, Photo Series, Gallup Sun, Jenny Pond

The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade is an elite designation from The Leapfrog Group, a national, independent 
watchdog that sets the highest standards for patient safety in the United States.

TOP
in Patient Safety

When you trust your care to MountainView Regional 
Medical Center, you’re in safe hands. Our processes, 
protocols and interactions are built on an unwavering 
commitment to your safety. That’s why we’ve earned 
the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade A   — the nation’s 
top distinction for patient safety. 

Such an achievement takes focused effort every day. 
Attention with intention for every patient. Taking care in 
giving care. The honor belongs to our team members. 
The win belongs to you — our patients and community.

PICK UP YOUR COPIES NOW!

PICK UP YOUR COPIES NOW!

THE LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PUBLISHES THE LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PUBLISHES 
MORE THAN A DOZEN SIGNATURE MORE THAN A DOZEN SIGNATURE 
EDITION MAGAZINES ANNUALLY.EDITION MAGAZINES ANNUALLY.

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN         DESERT EXPOSURELAS CRUCES BULLETIN         DESERT EXPOSURE

TO ADVERTISE IN ANY OF OUR TO ADVERTISE IN ANY OF OUR 
PUBLICATIONS GIVE US A CALLPUBLICATIONS GIVE US A CALL

575-524-8061575-524-8061

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN NEWS  FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2026    |   13

B2 Friday, August 15, 2025 • Gallup Sun COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

"Family first"
Call us today at

(505) 722-6671
1830 Barbara Ave. Gallup, NM 87301

���������������������������� STAY 

UPDATED

FIND US ON 

FACEBOOK

https://www.

facebook.com/

Gallupsun


MULTIPLE TRIBES PERFORM DURING THE 103RD GALLUP INTER-TRIBAL INDIAN 

CEREMONIAL PARADE

While honoring the past, this Apache 

dancer marches forward in the 103rd 

Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial 

Parade Aug. 9. Photo Credit: Jenny 

Pond

The heart of the Aztec people shone 

bright during the 103rd Gallup Inter-

Tribal Indian Ceremonial parade Aug. 

9. Photo Credit: Jenny Pond

Colorful outfi ts refl ected the spirit 

of the Aztec people during the 103rd 

Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial 

parade Aug. 9. Photo Credit: Jenny 

Pond

A group of dancers pose for a quick 

photo during the 103rd Gallup Inter-

Tribal Indian Ceremonial Parade Aug. 

9. Photo Credit: Jenny Pond

Former Las Cruces Mayor Ken 

Miyagishima is running for governor 

in 2026,  and he made sure to make an 

appearance at the 103rd Gallup Inter-

Tribal Indian Ceremonial parade Aug. 

9. Photo Credit: Jenny Pond

A parade of memories, pride, and joy 

is celebrated by this dancer Aug. 9 as 

a part of the 103rd Gallup Inter-Tribal 

Indian Ceremonial. Photo Credit:

Jenny Pond

Spring Winds! Celebrate the season with Academy of 
St. Martin in the Fields Wind Ensemble.
Sunday April 12th, 3PM
Simms Center for the Performing Arts
Music of Mozart, Haydn, Nielsen, Ligeti, and new work by Freya Waley-Cohen
Tickets at ChambermusicABQ.com or call 505-886-1251

4.10.2026
VENUE PLUS YOUR TV LISTINGS

VP
ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

MUSEUMS V5       DANCE V8      PULLOUT TV SECTION INSIDE

MOCHA 
MADNESS
2026 Southwest Chocolate  
and Coffee Fest
V9



8  |  New Mexico Press Association 2026 Better Newspaper Awards

Weekly Class I
07. EDUCATION WRITING
1st Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Kurt Johnson
“School data”
This story gave a clear and highly 

readable look at one of the most 
complex stories to tell—education 
data, in this case mainly reading. 
The result of the author’s work is an 
engaging and highly informative piece 
that every parent with a school-aged 
child in New Mexico should read.

Daily Class II
07. EDUCATION WRITING
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
“Clickin’ around”

Daily Class II
07. EDUCATION WRITING
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
“Dream becomes reality”
Great story about a visionary paying 

it forward.

Daily Class I
07. EDUCATION WRITING
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Dan Boyd
“NM’s universal child care push 

draws praise and pushback”

Daily Class I
07. EDUCATION WRITING
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Natalie Robbins
“Students read aloud. AI scores 

them”
Extremely timely piece, regardless 

of what you think of AI. Though I 
personally find it scary that it’s being 
implemented in schools with children 
so young, I can’t help but commend 
good reporting on a topic that’s so 
relevant to our day and age.

Weekly Class II
08. FEATURE WRITING
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Jim Hilley
“World War II veteran celebrates 

100 years”

Weekly Class II
08. FEATURE WRITING
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Richard Coltharp
“A Mayor’s life”

A well-told story of a mayor whose 
small town is trying to recover from a 
disaster. 

Weekly Class I
08. FEATURE WRITING
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Tracy Goldizen
“UFO records center explores 

history of the phenomena”

Weekly Class I
08. FEATURE WRITING
1st Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Julia M. Dendinger
“Danette Farnsworth, BHS graduate 

& NASA astrophysicist, contributes to 
Artemis II mission”

This piece was, without question, my 
favorite of the contest. It was well-
crafted, engaging, and left a lasting 
impression

Daily Class II
08. FEATURE WRITING
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
“A reason to be thankful”
Really touching story. Thanks 

for approaching this with the deft 
necessary.

Daily Class II
08. FEATURE WRITING
1st Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“Carlsbad seniors learning about 

warning signs, solutions when fighting 
dementia”

Thanks for tackling this challenging 
but important topic. Really well done.

Daily Class I
08. FEATURE WRITING
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Logan Royce Beitmen
“Beyond Georgia”
After reading Logan Royce 

Beitmen’s feature, I have thought 
about it dozens of times and talked 
about the story with friends and family. 
The piece so perfectly and succinctly 
captured the issues around O’Keeffe’s 
legacy as well as the importance 
of the artists and curator looking 
to set things right with this historic 
exhibition. It captured what feels like a 
pivotal moment for Santa Fe in a way 
that was engaging, entertaining and 
deeply memorable.   

Daily Class I
08. FEATURE WRITING
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Cormac Dodd
“Gentrifying countryside?”
Cormac Dodd’s feature captured 

the complexity of a community in 
transition in a way that stayed with 
me. I came away feeling like I had a 
deep understanding of the unique 
challenges facing rural New Mexican 
towns stuck between a lost past 
and an uncertain future. His writing 
was immersive and compassionate 
and helped humanize a story about 
economy and the cost of growth. 
Excellent reporting and writing.

Weekly Class I & II
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Tracy Goldizen
“Land of Engagement”

Weekly Class I & II
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place

Lovington Leader
Ruth Campbell, Angela Taylor
“‘Bawk’ again! Chickens return; top 

officials reappointed”
This is eye catching but also tells 

you what the story is going to be 
about!

Daily Class II
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
“Storm grounds Eagles”

Daily Class II
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
“Eunice tames Lions in quarterfinals”
Nice headline. It captures the article 

very well with how Eunice tamed 
the Lions, despite all the flags. The 
“color” writing also painted a nice 
picture of the opponents including the 
“yellow” flags. 

Daily Class I
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Eric J. Hedlund
“Ecks factor”

Daily Class I
09. BEST HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Carolyn Graham
“The Fault in Our Stars”
A creative and engaging title 

First Place, Sports Photo
Ruidoso News, Todd Fuqua
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that balances — much like the 
exhibit described — history and 
contemporary relevance. 

Weekly Class II
11. OBITUARY WRITING
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Toby Martinez
“Per aspera ad astra”

Weekly Class II
11. OBITUARY WRITING
1st Place

Eastern New Mexico News
Alex Ross
“Music legend remembered for 

bridging divides”
Alex Ross’ obit of a man adored 

by many paints a beautiful picture 
of a life well-lived. It hooks you early 
on with a quote that sums up a lot 
about Howell’s personality and then 
continues to give you more anecdotes 
and quotes that help showcase 
Howell’s life and personality. 

Weekly Class I
11. OBITUARY WRITING
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Clara Garcia
“Casey Luna revered & 

remembered”

Weekly Class I
11. OBITUARY WRITING
1st Place

Rio Grande Sun
Jennifer A. Garcia
“Rancho de Chimayó’s ‘Mrs. J’ Dies 

at 94”
Such great background and details

Daily Class II
11. OBITUARY WRITING
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
“Irreplaceable: Appleton’s loss 

mourned”
Good information about her career

Daily Class II
11. OBITUARY WRITING
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Christina Holt
“‘A warrior for right’”
Really well written!

Daily Class I
11. OBITUARY WRITING
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
John Miller
“Ted Turner”

Daily Class I
11. OBITUARY WRITING
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Gabrielle Porter
“Chaplain was tireless advocate for 

the homeless”
In a field of entries that made 

choosing the best truly difficult, this 
piece by Gabrielle Porter stood tall. 
Her writing captured not only the 
soul of a man but also the soul of the 
community he served. An outstanding 
effort.

Weekly Class II
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Eastern New Mexico News
Staff of the Eastern New Mexico 
News
“Five Days of Violence_ Music 

Legend”

Weekly Class II
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Staff of the Ruidoso News
“Ruidoso News Coverage - A 

Tragedy and its Aftermath”
The pictures of the flood give an 

impactful feeling of the tragedy these 
communities faced. The reporting was 
engaging. 

Weekly Class I
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer staff
Rio Rancho Observer

Weekly Class I
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place

Rio Grande Sun
Jennifer Garcia
March and October entries
Given its staffing challenges, the Rio 

Grande Sun has done a commendable 
job covering the news in smart, 
engaging ways. kudos to those who 
keep it together

Daily Class I
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque Journal staff
Albuquerque Journal Best News 
Coverage

Daily Class I
12. BEST NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Santa Fe New Mexican news 

reporting team
Section A Santa Fe New Mexican
I believe this publication has very 

well-rounded story and a good hyper-
local focus on stories that matter in the 
community.

Weekly Class II
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Ruidoso News Sports Staff
Ruidoso News Sports Coverage

Weekly Class II
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place

Roswell Daily Record
Dave Sterling & Marco Antonio 
Martinez
Roswell Daily Record Sports 
Coverage
Covering high school sports 

isn’t easy. But here, The Roswell 
Daily Record has a game recap, a 
college signing and a fun story on 
weightlifting. A solid variety of topics.

Weekly Class I
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer

Weekly Class I
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place

Taos News
Blynn Beltran
Taos News is the Best Sports Section
The breadth of topics here is 

impressive. There’s a wide variety of 
coverage and it’s all done with care 
and passion. The design is also top-
tier.

Daily Class II
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer & Peter Stein
Hobbs News-Sun Sports

Daily Class II
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place

Alamogordo Daily News
Alamogordo News Sports Staff
Alamogordo News Sports Coverage
Solid decision on display of the 

athlete vote and strong explanatory 
writing on the new district for the 
school’s program.

Daily Class I
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque Journal Sports 
department
Albuquerque Journal sports 
coverage

Daily Class I
13. BEST SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Will Webber, James Barron, Eric J. 
Hedlund, Richard Olmsted, Nathan 
Burton, Jim Weber, Gabriela 
Campos
Sports coverage, March 13, 2026, 

Nov. 26, 2025
Strong and clean design, eye-

catching presentation throughout. 
In particular, the centerpiece with 
players of the year. The lead stories 
complemented each other, bringing 
the reader into those personalities 
immediately. 

Weekly Class II
14. COLUMNS
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Phil Scherer
“‘...And there was no one left to 

speak out for me’”

Weekly Class II
14. COLUMNS
1st Place

Eastern New Mexico News
Betty Williamson
“Emma’s heart – big enough for 

two”
Heartwarming, heartbreaking and 

overall just a very well done piece that 
could bring a tear to the most cynical 
of eyes. 

Weekly Class I
14. COLUMNS
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Kenn Rodriguez
“Memories of Ozzy, Class of 2000 

make social media nice for a while”

Weekly Class I
14. COLUMNS
1st Place

Rio Grande Sun
Richard Connor
“Milton Johnson column”
Very impressive and interesting!

Daily Class II
14. COLUMNS
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Levi Hill
“Gun truth buying column”
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Daily Class II
14. COLUMNS
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Denise Marquez
“Holiday blues”
A really important issue with a 

compelling story and resources for 
readers. Actionable.

Daily Class I
14. COLUMNS
2nd Place

NM Jewish Journal, LLC
Judith Fein
“My Relationship Wasn’t Great, But 

His Father Changed My Life”

Daily Class I
14. COLUMNS
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Milan Simonich
“For a day, SF City Hall backs off 

signing-in rule”
I enjoyed this story of the journalist 

standing for what he believes is right 
even coming back with an attorney the 
next day. 

Weekly Class II
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Tim Keithley
“The most successful stallion never 

to see the winner’s circle”

Weekly Class II
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place

The Tri-City Record
Steven Bortstein
“Sorsby not first, won’t be last to 

face gambling addiction”
Tremendous writing here. Really 

enjoyed the author’s personal 
perspective on the issue, which is now 
almost an epidemic. 

Weekly Class I
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
2nd Place

Taos News
Blynn Beltran
“On Accolades”

Weekly Class I
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Mike Powers
“The reasons why?”
Strong subject to explore, given its 

common thread with so many other 
situations in sports and life. Had to 
get over a couple of grammar issues 
(need to capitalize Dad in the lead; it’s 
a proper noun, and the single quotes 

in Graf 6 were confusing; should be 
double quotes for quoted material). 
Insider analysis ultimately lifted this 
column to the top, with real-life 
comparisons.

Daily Class II
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
“Family-friends New Year’s time 

travel tradition lives on”

Daily Class II
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Levi Hill
“Thorny zebra and soda pops”
This is an example of great narrative 

writing. The author immediately sets 
the scene and hooks you in. The flow 
and structure of the story are very 
appealing. 

Daily Class I
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Will Webber
“Calling all would-be referees: Put 

up or shut up”

Daily Class I
15. SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Milan Simonich
“They called him ‘Sugar’ — until he 

lost it all”
A revealing look at a bygone star’s 

heart-wrenching tarnish.

Weekly Class II
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
2nd Place

NMSU Round-up
Uziel Ramos
“Citlali Delgado’s “Unexpected 

Pedestrians” brings Borderland 
realities to life”

Weekly Class II
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
1st Place

NMSU Round-up
Hannah Saltman
“Downtown Las Cruces gets a taste 

of drag brunch”
Sounds like drag brunches don’t 

happen often there. To cover it and to 
demystify what it is was likely the goal 
of this reporter and it worked.

Weekly Class I
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
2nd Place

Gallup Sun
James Jay Edwards
“‘The Fantastic Four: First Steps’ lays 

decent groundwork for MCU’s sixth 
phase”

Weekly Class I
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
1st Place

Gallup Sun
Glenn Kay
“Michael will please fans of the King 

of Pop”
Engaging & well-written. The writing 

is informative, entertaining and easy 
to follow.

Daily Class I
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
2nd Place

NM Jewish Journal, LLC
Judith Fein
“A Dazzling Fashion Show for the 

Most Famous Jewish Mother in the 
World”

Daily Class I
16. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Mark Tiarks
“The Marriage of Figaro”
This entry simply rose to the top for 

me. Every submission had merit, but 
this piece captured my attention and 
held it — a clear standout.

Weekly Class II
17. EDITORIALS
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Richard L. Connor
“We won’t let disaster define us”

Weekly Class II
17. EDITORIALS
1st Place

Artesia Daily Press
Artesia Daily Press Editorial Board
Editorial: “Voters need to approve 

the Artesia hospital mill levy”
The pair of editorials about the 

mill levy give readers a look behind 
the scenes of the editorial process 
in order to lay bare concerns over 
management of a rural hospital that 
is fundamental to the region. It holds 
power to account by exposing the 
behaviors of hospital administrators 
who are asking voters to continue 
funding them, even if they can’t 
answer basic questions. A good 

example of the power of the editorial 
board. 

Weekly Class I
17. EDITORIALS
2nd Place

Taos News
Geoffrey Plant
“Elmer Fudd with a hand grenade”

Weekly Class I
17. EDITORIALS
1st Place

Taos News
Geoffrey Plant
“Mark Casias presumed innocent of 

murder”
A sobering commentary on the need 

for society to slow down especially in 
life or death matters.

Daily Class I & II
17. EDITORIALS
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Jeff Tucker
“Mayor’s ethics complaint threatens 

free speech rights”

Daily Class I & II
17. EDITORIALS
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Inez Russell Gomez
“Public meetings? No need for a 

sign-in sheet”
Very interesting

Weekly Class II
18. BEST SERIES
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Terri Harber
“Chaves County wrestles with public 

Nativity scene”

Weekly Class II
18. BEST SERIES
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua, Dave Tomlin, Adrian 
Hedden, Marshall Mecham
“Ruidoso Flood Coverage”
Ruidoso News brought thorough, 

up-to-date coverage about an 
incredibly timely and important issue 
to their audience. I especially enjoyed 
the “A week later” story. 

Weekly Class I
18. BEST SERIES
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Michaela Helean
“Dispatch Dispute”
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Weekly Class I
18. BEST SERIES
1st Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Kurt Johnson
“Senior olympics series”
These stories are interesting and 

well written. Great job selecting these 
individuals and telling their stories in a 
compelling way. Excellent work!

Daily Class II
18. BEST SERIES
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
“Free Transfers”

Daily Class II
18. BEST SERIES
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff - Caleb A. 
Gallegos; Denise Marquez; Levi 
Hill
“Hollywood in Lea County”
This was a really fun series! I loved 

the cast of characters that readers 
were introduced to in their own 
community through this Hollywood 
set. Great stuff. 

Daily Class I
18. BEST SERIES
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Alaina Mencinger, Cormac Dodd
“Trinity: 80 years later”

Daily Class I
18. BEST SERIES
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Margaret O’Hara, Esteban 
Candelaria
“Issues in focus: Filling the child care 

deficit”
I thought this series was very topical 

to a lot of families. It had a very 
nice mix of public records and real 
families impacted by the high cost of 
childcare. 

Weekly Class II
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua, Adrian Hedden, Dave 
Tomlin, Sarah Rubinstein
“Flooding in Ruidoso”

Weekly Class II
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
1st Place

Las Vegas Optic
Vanessa Maciel
“Highlands University fires 

president, others”

This story series does a good job at 
showing the ramp up to a potential 
pay-to-play scheme. It appears to be 
an ongoing story that readers are sure 
to follow about Franken Construction.

Weekly Class I
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Kevin Opsahl, Tracy Goldizen
“RRPS superintendent search”

Weekly Class I
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Tracy Goldizen, Michaela Helean
“Project Ranger selects Sandoval 

County for hypersonic missile 
development campus”

Very interesting topic and great, 
thorough information. Impressive 
that it was closely followed for nine 
months. 

Daily Class II
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
2nd Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
“WIPP vs. The State of New Mexico”

Daily Class II
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Levi Hill
“War on Water”
Coverage dissects an important 

community and environmental 
issue through several frames and 
developments. Nice job. 

Daily Class I
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Matt Reisen
“Overdose in the MDC”
I realize the comments here for 2nd 

place are optional, but having been a 
part of the radio and TV news media 
since 1989, I’m fairly jaded when it 
comes to incarcerated suicide. But 
this piece reminded me that a narcotic 
used to deter withdrawal in heroin 
addicts can also have its original fatal 
effect on the person intending harm 
to himself. The ultimate irony here is 
that the preferential treatment Acee 
received as a legacy son was moot; his 
own father’s influence was ultimately 
outweighed by Acee’s suicidal ideation 
using methadone. Ultimately, the 
entitled “Cop Kid” carried out his final 
act of surrender successfully, which in 
the end saves taxpayers money and 
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the court system time.  

Daily Class I
19. CONTINUING COVERAGE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Phaedra Haywood
“Teen boys accused of targeting 

homeless in Española”
News copy is impacting, good 

flow, easy to read. The piece had 
me talking to myself when the 
paragraph described these [15-year-
old] literal boys randomly targeting 
pedestrians in the middle of the night.  
Horrendous, but justifies a capital 
murder charge. 

All Divisions
20. COMMUNITY EVENT 
PROMOTION
2nd Place

Cibola Citizen
Diego Lopez
“MLK Day Celebration 2026”
Not sure if it was meant to be a 

newsletter or promotion. Too busy, 
and context gets lost. 

All Divisions
20. COMMUNITY EVENT 
PROMOTION
1st Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
“Tradiciones”
The artwork for the 25th was a 

favorite, “Chicano, caminos distintos”, 
as not all roads are the same for 
Latinos/Chicanos. 

Daily Class I
21. TRANSPARENCY & NEWS 
LITERACY
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Bill Church
“How local news quietly made the 

Legislature’s best-hits list”

Daily Class I
21. TRANSPARENCY & NEWS 
LITERACY
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque Journal
“CENTENNIAL SUNDAYS”
In a category filled with strong 

entries, this was the best of the 
best. This was an outstanding series 
highlighting the history of the 
newspaper and the community it 
serves. Strong from start to finish. 
Excellent work!

Weekly Class II
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Cibola Citizen
Cibola Citizen Staff
“Cibola Citizen Letters to Santa 

2026 - MAILED”
Unable to judge as I never received 

the hard copy in the mail.

Weekly Class II
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Eastern New Mexico News
ENMN Staff
“Halloween Thrill Guide”
Charming and a great way to 

engage with the community.

Weekly Class I
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Rio Grande Sun
Richard Coltharp and Richard 
Connor
“Hold Onto Your Montecristi”
Milton Johnson’s profile was such 

a great read. What a life — and what 
a wonderful story. The writing and 
presentation really brought it all to 
life. I may never be able to afford a 
$25,000 Panama hat, but I hope to 
stop by his shop someday, meet him 
and tell him how much I enjoyed 
learning about his life and work.

Weekly Class I
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
“Tradiciones”
Every profile in the 56-page 

Tradiciones section was well-written, 
packed with telling details and quotes 
that gave readers a strong sense of 
why each person was chosen as an 
unsung community hero. The mix of 
portraits and scene photos worked 
well, and the clean, engaging layout 
made the section a quick, enjoyable 
read. The legends portion was 
especially fun. Everyone involved 
in producing the section should be 
proud of the result.

Daily Class I & II
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff
“Progress Edition 2026”

Daily Class I & II
22. BEST SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff
“National Energy Appreciation 

2025”
This is a high-energy section that 

complements its subject material very 
well. Strong images and layout grace 
some excellent writing. 

Weekly Class II
23. BEST MAGAZINE
2nd Place

Cibola Citizen
Cibola Citizen Staff
Best Magazine - Cibola Relocation 

Guide 2026 - MAILED

Weekly Class II
23. BEST MAGAZINE
1st Place

El Defensor Chieftain
Jessica Carranza Pino, Ungelbah 
Davila, Rob Wulff, Regina Barnett, 
Stephanie McFadden
Socorro County Visitor’s Guide
Interesting stories. Visually 

appealing. Well designed.

Weekly Class I
23. BEST MAGAZINE
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Sandra Moulton, Matthew 
Meerbott
Southwest Wedding & Celebrations
I really liked the way it stuck to the 

bridal theme in the design and layout 
of the magazine. It all fit together 
nicely. 

Weekly Class I
23. BEST MAGAZINE
1st Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
Taos Woman
Stayed true to the theme of the 

magazine - drew you in from the start. 
The advertisements were relevant the 
articles well done. 

Daily Class I
23. BEST MAGAZINE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Carolyn Graham, Editor, Marcella 
Sandoval, Taura Costidis, Brian 
Sandford, Ania Hull, Holly Weber, 
Pamela Beach
Pasatiempo Native Fashion, May 8, 

2026
Beautiful magazine, well laid out. 

Was a very close call.

Daily Class I
23. BEST MAGAZINE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Ashley M. Biggers
2025 Legacy
Very well themed magazine. Visually 

enticing and well designed

Weekly Class II
24. BEST WEBSITE
2nd Place

Artesia Daily Press
Artesia Daily Press Staff
Artesia Daily Press
Well designed and clean site. Lot of 

news on the cover page. Good mix of 
sections, good use of photos.

Weekly Class II
24. BEST WEBSITE
1st Place

NMSU Round-up
Elizabeth Anne Andrews
NMSU Round Up
Nicely designed. Large photos 

dominate. A good mix of local and 
national news. Really like the staff 
members down the right rail. A list 
of trending stories to keep readers 
coming back. Very thoughtful 
elements placed on page.

Weekly Class I
24. BEST WEBSITE
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Matthew Meerbott
Las Cruces Bulletin online
Great use of photos and slides 

on featured items. Really makes the 
page pop. Organization is clean. Flow 
of page works well. Links to social 
media featured prominently. Inside 
section pages aren’t as crisp, but still 
lot of information and reasons to click 
through.

Weekly Class I
24. BEST WEBSITE
1st Place

Taos News
Heather Owen
Taos News
Well done site. Tons of information 

with a quick scroll. Good use of 
photos. Sports and Arts pages make 
use of photos well. Would like to have 
seen some on opinions. Only concern 
is that when the site comes up you get 
one story in that featured spot, but if 
users scroll down they will be more 
than rewarded with a clean layout and 
plenty of clickable links.

Daily Class II
24. BEST WEBSITE
2nd Place

Alamogordo Daily News
Alamogordo News Staff
Alamogordo News
Nicely designed and clean site. 

Presentation of various sections is 
good. Lots to draw in readers.

Daily Class II
24. BEST WEBSITE
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Pretty winter views, but still pretty cold
Monday was a picture post-

card-type of winter day in Ros-
well with blue skies and white 
snow. However, the tempera-
tures weren’t  worth writ ing 
home about because some were 
already stuck there. 

Chaves County government 
offices were closed on Monday. 
The Roswell Independent Schools 
District opted for remote learn-
ing. Roswell Transit planned to 
stop running buses at 4:30 p.m. 
on Monday and Tuesday because 
of the icy road conditions.

The forecast on Monday into 
early Tuesday sti l l  contains 
a cold weather advisory. Over-
night into Tuesday, thermome-
ters were expected to drop to 
only 3°F, with more freezing fog 
in some locations until about 9 
a.m. Tuesday, according to the 
overnight forecast by the Nation-
al Weather Service (NWS).

In Roswell today, the high is 
predicted to reach 37°F once 
the freezing fog evaporates by 
around 9 a.m. The low tem-

perature is expected not to 
drop below 11°F, the NWS also 
reports.

Temperatures are projected to 
creep upward during the day as 
the week progresses, while over-
night and early temps will con-
tinue to drop below freezing.

The warming center at West-
minster Presbyterian Church at 
2801 W. 4th St., and the Sal-
vation Army location at 612 W. 
College Blvd., both announced 
plans to continue operating 
through Wednesday morning, 
weather permitting. 

Cold weather sheltering offered 
by the Roswell Homeless Coali-
tion was scheduled to end at 9 
a.m. Tuesday. However, the 
Roswell Transit office on North 
Main Street closed at 4:30 p.m. 
on Monday and will close at the 
same time on Tuesday. 

The Roswell Community Disas-
ter Relief Services planned to 
leave Pioneer Park, where they 
set up a warming center over the 
weekend, and will refocus efforts 
on driving around to pick up the 

By Terri HarBer
roswell Daily recorD

Lawsuit filed over imperiled Pecos River turtle
CARLSBAD — A struggling 

turtle native to the waters of 
New Mexico, including the Pecos 
River, is at the center of a federal 
lawsuit.

The Rio Grande cooter was 
denied federal protections under 
the Endangered Species Act in 
2022 after a petition by the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity called 
for it to be added to the federal 
list of “endangered” species.

Endangered status means the 
federal government, namely the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
believes a species’ extinction is 
imminent.

Such a listing means the agen-
cy must devise a recovery plan, 
require stricter analysis before 
development can occur near 
or in habitat, and potentially 
set aside lands for the species’ 
recovery.

The lesser “threatened” status 
indicates the service believes an 
endangered listing may soon be 
warranted and results in similar 
requirements to prevent extinc-
tion.

In response to the service 
denying the cooter endangered 
status about three years ago, the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
sued the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Jan. 8 in U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia seek-
ing to reverse the agency’s 2022 
decision and calling for a judge 
to set a hearing on the matter.

The complaint cited data and 
research the national environ-
mental nonprofit argued was 
proof that protections were need-
ed.

The cooter dwells in a “frag-
mented range” across the Pecos, 
Rio Grande and Rio Bravo riv-
ers in New Mexico, West Texas 

By aDrian HeDDen
carlsBaD currenT-argus

Photo courtesy of RKO

A Rio Grande cooter (Pseudemys Gorzugi) swimming in its namesake river.

Braving 
the storm

Jim Hilley Photo

Heavy snow and tempera-
tures near zero mean hard 
work for anyone tending 
livestock in the area this 
week. Dickie Mcintosh of 
Mcintosh Horse Company 
clears accumulated snow 
and ice off a water trough 
set out for cows grazing 
on farmland in East Grand 
Plains as snow continued 
to fall Sunday morning. 
While the snow has ended 
in Chaves County, the 
National Weather Service 
is predicting the Roswell 
area will remain in the 
grip of well below average 
temperatures for much of 
the week, with lows in the 
teens today and tomorrow.

See TURTLE, Page A3

Terri Harber Photo

The roofline of a residence on Roswell’s southeast side on Sunday afternoon, once the sun came out and the 
clouds cleared. Drivers in this part of the state are reminded to be mindful of icy patches of road and the potential 
for freezing fog during early hours of the day, with daytime temperatures in the 40s while the lows stay below 
freezing.See COLD, Page A3

Second Place, Feature Photo, Roswell Daily Record, Jim  Hilley First Place, Advertising Campaign, Taos News, Chris Wood 
and Sara Kollig

First Place, Best Use of Multimedia, Albuquerque Journal, 
Gillian Barkhurst and Chancey Bush

First Place, Self-Promotion or House Ad, Cibola Citizen, Sylvia Anzures Gonzales Second Place, Self-Promotion or House Ad, Santa Fe New Mexican, Rick Artiaga and the Marketing Team

Target officially set to anchor Lobo Crossing

Meow Wolf names former Epic Games executive as CEO
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BY KYLIE GARCIA
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The sale of a major piece of proper-
ty on the University of New Mexico’s 
South Campus is complete, moving 
the area one step closer to welcoming 
a major retail hub.

Arizona-based developer Simon-
CRE is officially the new owner of 
roughly 38 acres of land previously 
owned by UNM after a transaction 
that began last year closed on Tues-
day, founder and CEO Josh Simon told 
the Journal.

Simon also confirmed a portion of 
tenants slated to join Lobo Crossing 
Shopping Center — a 363,000-square-
foot, open-air food and retail develop-

ment planned for the land SimonCRE 
has acquired. 

The tenants officially leased so far 
include Sierra, HomeGoods, Mar-
shalls, Michaels, Burlington, Boot 
Barn, Five Below, Spencer’s and Jer-
sey Mike’s Subs.

Target will headline the list, accord-
ing to a memorandum of lease docu-
ment reviewed by the Journal on 
Tuesday.

“This is a pretty powerful lineup,” 
said Tom Neale, chief operating officer 
of UNM’s real estate arm, Lobo Devel-
opment Corp. “This is also the first 
major retail center in Albuquerque 
in over two decades, and we’re really 

proud that it’s in the South Campus 
and it’s helping out the southern tier 
of the city.”

The Target lease document ends 
months of speculation and years of 
conversations — the first of which 
were made public when university 
officials revealed talks to potential-
ly incorporate a Target into UNM’s 
South Campus Tax Increment Devel-
opment District, or TIDD, in 2023.

Simon could not comment on Tar-
get but said the project’s anchor tenant 
“does offer grocery” and will help to 
address UNM South Campus’ current 
existence as a food desert.

BY JUSTIN HORWATH
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Meow Wolf, the arts and 
entertainment company that 
opened its immersive “House 
of Eternal Return” in Santa 
Fe in 2016, said Tuesday that 
it hired Matthew Henick as 
its CEO. 

Since the Santa Fe instal-
lation opened 10 years ago, 
Meow Wolf has established its 

quirky installations in cities 
across the nation, with perma-
nent locations in Texas, Neva-
da and Colorado. It is current-
ly working on installations in 
New York and Los Angeles. 

“Matthew brings a remark-
able combination of media, 
technology and immersive 
experience leadership at 
exactly the right moment for 
Meow Wolf,” said Christopher 

Sobecki, chair of Meow Wolf’s 
board of directors. “With the 
company expanding both its 
geographic footprint as well as 
its new media presence beyond 
the four walls, the board is 
confident he is the right leader 
to build on Meow Wolf’s artis-
tic foundation while guiding 
its growth in a rapidly evolv-
ing entertainment landscape.”

Before joining Meow Wolf, 

Henick worked as the senior 
vice president of consumer 
products for The Trade Desk, 
a California-headquartered 
digital marketing company. 
Before that, he was the CEO of 
Deep Voodoo, an AI and visu-
al effects studio founded by the 
creators of the animated televi-
sion series “South Park,” Trey 

More tenants revealed for the $150M project as land sale crosses finish line

Matthew Henick had also served as the CEO of AI company Deep Voodoo

BY GILLIAN BARKHURST
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Not all heroes wear capes — this one 
carries Narcan. 

Recently, an Albuquerque local, known 
by the superhero moniker Skyline, went 
viral online for his civic powers rather 
than his super ones.

Skyline sits in on City Council meet-
ings, attends protests and helps out people 
experiencing homelessness — all while in 
blue and white tactical gear. 

“Anybody can be a superhero,” he said. 
“I mean, I’m just a short little dude. I 
didn’t have a whole lot of anything grow-
ing up and I’m still out here doing it.”

Skyline began patroling along Central 
eight months ago with a backpack and 
painted armor dug out of bins at military 
surplus stores and pawn shops.

Almost overnight, support for his mis-
sion exploded. Now, he rents a storage 

ALBUQUERQUE’S  

Shaped by a tragic backstory, a local superhero patrols Central to aid those 
experiencing homelessness and advocate for civic engagement

BUDGET CUTS?: The 
Santa Fe-based Institute 
of American Indian Arts 
could face another round 
of federal funding cuts. 
A3

THE ABQ CITY 
COUNCIL kills a 
proposal to use ranked 
choice voting for 
municipal elections. A3

ONE OF TWO women 
charged in the 2023 
death of a disabled 
woman in their care 
pleads to six felonies and 
faces decades in prison. 
A3

MAYOR KELLER signs a 
“safe spaces” ordinance 
aimed at protecting 
immigrants. A3

BUSINESS 
OUTLOOK
PACIFIC FUSION has 
named a new head for its 
New Mexico operations. 
A5

SPORTS
PREP BASEBALL saw 
a clash of titans as No. 1 
Cleveland defended its 
home turf against No. 2 
Piedra Vista. B1

LOBO FOOTBALL has 
a new position coach — 
why did longtime NFL 
coaching veteran Carson 
Walch come to UNM? B1

LOBO HOOPS got some 
good news when star 
guard Uriah Tenette 
announced his plan to 
return next season. B1 

NATION & WORLD
WAR IN IRAN: President 
Trump pulls back on 
his threats to launch 
devastating strikes on 
Iran. A2

LEADING 
NEWS

Matthew 
Henick

 See SKYLINE  >>  A6

 See RETAIL  >>  A7

 See CEO  >>  A6

COURTESY RKAA ARCHITECTS INC.

An aerial rendering of the proposed Lobo Crossing Shop-
ping Center in Southeast Albuquerque. The development is 
expected to be the single-largest revenue generator for the 
University of New Mexico’s South Campus Tax Increment 
Development District.

‘SKYLINE’

CHANCEY BUSH/JOURNAL

Skyline, Albuquerque’s local superhero, hands new socks to David Ellis, who is experiencing homelessness, on Central Avenue while out on 
patrol in Downtown Albuquerque on March 5.

t r a d i c i o n e s :  r a í c e s t a o s  n e w s  /  s e p t .  2 5 ,  2 0 2 514

The Only Living Native American Community Designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

“Taos Pueblo represents a significant stage in the history 
of urban, community and cultural life and development in 

the region . . .continuously inhabited and the largest of the 
Pueblos that still exist.” 

—UNESCO

2025 Taos Pueblo Governor Edwin Concha. Photo: Rick Romancito for the Taos News
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By Cliff Brunt
The Associated Press

OKLAHOMACITY—Chet Holmgren
had 24 points and 12 rebounds, and the Okla-
homa City Thunder routed the Los Angeles

Lakers 108-90 on Tuesday
night in Game 1 of their
Western Conference
semifinal series.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der and Ajay Mitchell each added 18 points
for the Thunder. The defending champions
improved to 5-0 in the playoffs, despite
missing 2025 All-Star JalenWilliams with an
injured left hamstring for the third straight
game. The Thunder shot 49.4% from the field
and made 13 of 30 3-pointers.

Oklahoma City will host Game 2 on Thurs-
day.

Los Angeles struggled to find offense
without scoring champion Luka Doncic, who
has missed the past month with an injured
left hamstring. LeBron James scored 27 points
and Rui Hachimura added 18 for the Lakers.
Austin Reaves, who averaged 23.3 points in
the regular season, was held to eight on 3-for-
16 shooting.

Oklahoma City won all four regular-season
matchups by an average of 29.3 points, and
this one was only slightly closer. The Thun-
der held the Lakers to 41.7% shooting and
forced 17 turnovers.

The Lakers ran out to a 7-0 lead, with James
scoring five of the points. Eventually, the

Thunder shook off the rust from an eight-day
break and went up 31-26 at the end of the first
quarter, despite 12 points from James.

Holmgren’s two-handed alley-oop dunk on
a lob from Isaiah Hartenstein put the Thunder

up 48-39. Lakers forward Jarred Vanderbilt
injured the pinkie finger on his right hand on
the play, left the game and did not return.

Oklahoma City led 61-53 at halftime, despite
16 points from James.

KYLE PHILLIPS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Oklahoma City Thunder’s Chet Holmgren, left, competes for a loose ball against Los
Angeles Lakers’ Jaxson Hayes, above, and Rui Hachimura in Game 1 in a second-round
playoff series Tuesday in Oklahoma City. The Thunder won 108-90.
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The contract had been signed
and dated by NMHU President
Neil Woolf on April 22, by
Settembre the following day, by
NMHU budget director Emily
Montoya on April 27 and by
Noble on April 29.

Hewould have received a base
pay of $90,000 a yearwith built-in
bonuses ranging from $500
for the team reaching certain
academicmilestones to $10,000
forwinning anNCAADivision II
national championship.

Settembre’s early exit follows
a tumultuous week at the
university. Woolf was placed on
administrative leave Friday, the
first of what could be multiple
departures at high-ranking posi-
tions at the university.

Woolf’s leave began a day after
he was asked byTheNewMex-
ican to confirm he had levied
multiple suspensions of Settem-
bre during the 2025-26 season.

Woolf responded via a text
thread that included NMHU
vice president for Advancement
and University Relations Paul
Grindstaff.

“Therewas a report of possible
contact, and after a reviewof the
video, itwas found to not be the

case,”Woolfwrote regardingmul-
tiple sources tellingTheNewMex-
ican about an incident involving
Settembre andone of his players.
“I think, unfortunately, people
enjoy rumors a bit toomuch.”

Woolf texted he had Settem-
bre sit out one game earlier in
the season due to an excessive
amount of technical fouls against
the coach, then for another “out
of an abundance of caution”
while reviewing the video of the
coach’s exchange with his player.

Settembre refuted that report
and identified the player as
Marcus Pierce, a senior on last
season’s team.

Settembre had previously
reported he’d landed commit-
ments from eight players for
next season, one of which was
returning power forward Ibra-
hima Sacko and incoming trans-
fers Miles Gurske (Montana
State), Chae Haynes (Central
Washington), Michael Mackey
(NewMexico Junior College),
Chaydon Stone (Nicholls State)
and Jeremy Innocent (Florida
Southwestern State). There
were two high school recruits in
that group: Remy Albrecht out
of Cleveland and Nico Sanchez
from Highland High.

ter and put the Pistons up 83-76.
After the Cavs cut their deficit

to three again early in the fourth,
the Pistons responded with eight
consecutive points to restore a
double-digit lead.

Cleveland, though, wouldn’t
go away.

Harden, playing the Pistons
for the first time since Cleveland

acquired him, scored seven
straight points to pull the Cavs
into a 93-all tie with 5:28 left.

Jalen Duren blocked Hard-
en’s next shot and dunked on
Detroit’s next three possessions
— each off Cunningham assists.

The Pistons won the Central
Division this year by eight games
ahead of the defending champion
Cavs, splitting four games during
the regular season.

Detroit earned 60 victories
and the top seed in the East just
two years after losing 68 games
and setting a single-season NBA
record with 28 straight losses.

The Pistons rallied from a 3-1
deficit in the first round against
Orlando to advance in the play-
offs for the first time since 2008.

Cleveland outlasted Toronto in
seven games to reach the second
round for the third straight year, a
run that started with Bickerstaff,
who was fired by the Cavs and
hired a month later by the Pistons.

Settembre fired
after one season

Pistons beat Cavaliers

Continued from Page B-1

Continued from Page B-1

Thunder top Lakers in opener

Thunder 108

Lakers 90

By Pat Graham
The Associated Press

DENVER—Nathan MacKinnon scored
a goal and assisted on two more as the Col-
orado Avalanche rolled through Minneso-

ta’s newest netminder,
Filip Gustavsson, on
their way to a 5-2 win
over theWild on Tues-
day night, grabbing a

2-0 lead in the second-round playoff series.
The Avalanche have now won six

straight postseason games, which ties the
2021 squad for the franchise’s longest win
streak to begin the playoffs.

This game featured a little more defense
than the 9-6 eruption in Game 1. The 14
goals for the Avalanche are the most in the
first two games of a playoff series since
the Calgary Flames had 15 against the Los
Angeles Kings in 1988.

Martin Necas, Gabriel Landeskog and
Nicolas Roy all scored their first goals
of the series. Valeri Nichushkin added
an empty-netter in the closing seconds.
Twelve different Avalanche players have
scored in the series, an NHL record for the
first two games of a series.

Scott Wedgewood made 29 saves on a
night where he drew contact — he was
knocked into the net on one occasion—

and took a puck off the mask, leading to
some quick repairs.

TheWild went with Gustavsson in net
after JesperWallstedt gave up eight goals in
the 9-6 loss. Gustavsson got off to a rocky
start by giving up goals on the opening two
shots of the first period and the first shot of
the second. He settled down and finished
with 18 saves.

The series shifts to Minnesota for
Game 3 on Saturday.

The Avalanche are 18-2 in best-of-seven
playoff series when winning the first two
games since moving to Denver in 1995-96.

Kirill Kaprizov and Marcus Johansson
had goals for theWild. Tempers flared in
the third, with Parker Kelly getting into
a scuffle with Matt Boldy and hitting the
linesman with his glove. No penalties were
called.

N H L P O S T S E A S O N CO LO R A D O L E A DS 2- 0

MacKinnon has goal, 2 assists as Avalanche beat Wild

Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon, front, and left wing Artturi Leh-
konen celebrate after center Martin Necas scored a goal against the Minnesota
Wild in Game 2 of a second-round playoff series Tuesday in Denver. The Avalanche
won 5-2 for a 2-0 series lead. DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Avalanche 5

Wild 2

TO SUBSCRIBE VISIT: SANTAFENEWMEXICAN.COM/PODCASTS
ALSO AVAILABLE ON APPLE PODCASTS, YOUTUBEMUSIC AND SPOTIFY

New episodes every Wednesday.
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★ ★
★ ★

★

★

SPORTS
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P

O
D

C A S T

with
Will &
James

The

MAY 6

Will and James chat with
Santa Fe Indian School baseball

coach Jude Torres.

JUDE TORRESJUDE TORRES

WILLWEBBERWILLWEBBER JAMES BARRONJAMES BARRON

GET YOUR WEEKLY NORTHERN NEW MEXICO SPORTS 
COVERAGE FROM THE NEW MEXICAN’S

• FOLLOW THE LOBOS, LOCAL SPORTS AND MORE
• ANALYSIS FROM THE REGION’S TOP SPORTS WRITERS
• MEET THE PREP ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
• PODCAST INTERVIEWS WITH COACHES AND ATHLETES
• GRIPPING PHOTOS FROM OUR AWARD-WINNING STAFF
• DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX EVERY WEDNESDAY

SIGN UP TODAY!
SANTAFENEWMEXICAN.COM/HUDDLE
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1st Place
Carlsbad Current Argus
Carlsbad Current-Argus Staff
Carlsbad Current-Argus
Nicely designed site. Clear and 

clean, good size photos, consistent 
across sections, many entry points for 
readers.

Daily Class I
24. BEST WEBSITE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Matt Dahlseid, Brian Barker
Santa Fe New Mexican website

Daily Class I
24. BEST WEBSITE
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque Journal staff
Abqjournal.com
The Albuquerque Journal website 

stood out for its clean, user friendly 
design and overall ease of navigation. 
I especially appreciated that the 
navigation bar remains at the top of 
the page as you scroll, making it easy 
to move between sections without 
having to return to the top of the 
page. The site is intuitive and well 
organized, allowing readers to quickly 
find the content they are looking for.

Visually, the teal/turquoise accents 
are a nice touch. They add personality 
and visual interest while still keeping 
the overall design professional and 
polished. The color is used effectively 
to help break up content and create 
a clear visual hierarchy without 
becoming distracting.

I also liked how much content is 
available while still being organized 
into clearly defined sections. The site 
feels current and actively maintained, 
with a good balance of prominent 
stories, local and statewide news, 
sports, lifestyle content, and other 
features. Overall, the combination 
of strong navigation, thoughtful 
organization, attractive design 
elements, and an easy to use reader 
experience made the Albuquerque 
Journal stand out.

Weekly Class I & II
25. PUBLIC SERVICE
2nd Place

Cibola Citizen
Diego Lopez
TMobile Grant to Improve Parks

Weekly Class I & II
25. PUBLIC SERVICE
1st Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
Tradiciones

What an informative, aesthetically 
pleasing and beautifully laid out 
publication. The vintage art, especially 
the Carson mother and wife, were 
amazingly authentic. The tin-type 
photos usually lose their full effect, 
but not here. Great care was obviously 
taken to cultivate the look of this 
feature insert. Well done!!

Daily Class I
25. PUBLIC SERVICE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Santa Fe New Mexican news 
reporting team
Politics Check

Daily Class I
25. PUBLIC SERVICE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Carina Julig
Homelessness in Santa Fe
After careful deliberation, this article 

distinguished itself through strong 
writing and overall execution.

Weekly Class II
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
2nd Place

NMSU Round-up
Melanie Zepeda
Stories to tell: A Report Back from 

Palestine

Weekly Class II
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua
Jarvis Family
This photo does a great job of 

capturing the fear and desperation of 
the Jarvis Family, while also showing 
their relief. 

Weekly Class I
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Kevin Opsahl
Water woes

Weekly Class I
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Michaela Helean
Claw arcade opens in RR despite 

chilly air
The use of color and perspective in 

this photo is really fun. 

Daily Class II
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
2nd Place

Alamogordo Daily News

Todd Fuqua
Sudderth Drive Flood
The photo is very dynamic. Use 

of leading lines takes the viewer 
throughout the photo to truly see 
devastation of the storm. 2nd place 
because we can not see the subjects 
face, although I do understand that is 
not always possible. 

Daily Class II
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
Habitat Volunteer
Framing is very strong. This photo 

tells me the story of what is happening 
before reading the caption. Subject 
is over-exposed but allows viewers to 
see clearly the wood so it still works. 

Daily Class I
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Jessica Baca
Water Main Break
The contrast of the emergency 

situation to the playful kids shows how 
life goes on. 

Daily Class I
28. GENERAL NEWS PHOTO
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Chancey Bush
ICE Agents Clash with Protesters
Not only does the photo capture 

the news, but each character in it tells 
their own story from the bloodied 
protestor in anguish, to the security 
officer subduing her to the perceived 
nonchalance of the other officer. 

Weekly Class II
29. SPORTS PHOTO
2nd Place

NMSU Round-up
Adrian Villegas
Aggies go up in smoke: Flames win 

77-75

Weekly Class II
29. SPORTS PHOTO
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Todd Fuqua
Faith Roper Pitches to Olyse 

Gonzalez
It’s not easy to capture a photo with 

the ball perfectly still — but it’s done 
perfectly here.

Weekly Class I
29. SPORTS PHOTO
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin

Mike Powers
Lady Tigers

Weekly Class I
29. SPORTS PHOTO
1st Place

Taos News
Clementine Miller
Flips a calf
The choice to use the shot with 

the dust in the foreground helped 
immerse the reader. The capper was 
the youth celebration: Emmylou Sant 
and the young, fluffy goat.

Daily Class II
29. SPORTS PHOTO
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Peter Stein
District title bound (main photo)
So much is going on and nothing is 

out of focus. It captures the intensity 
of the players and the caption names 
everyone involved. Amazing photo. 
Honestly, this one could also be 1st 
place.

Daily Class II
29. SPORTS PHOTO
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Jason Farmer
Buck Brandon Classic (Main photo)
It’s a very dynamic photo that’s 

just great to look at. Getting the 
sand crashing upwards was a great 
opportunity to show movement and 
impact.

Daily Class I
29. SPORTS PHOTO
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Nathan Burton
Last second
The emotions here are raw and 

authentic. Sports are filled with the 
highest of highs and lowest of lows, 
and this moment is one of them.

Daily Class I
29. SPORTS PHOTO
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Jessica Baca
Celebratory backflip
People don’t fly — or do they? This 

photo here makes you question that. 
Perfectly captured moment in a fast 
paced sport.

Weekly Class II
30. FEATURE PHOTO
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Jim Hilley
Braving the storm
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Nice capture of a moment where 
the job needs to get done. The 
expectation of the cow matches the 
viewer’s desire to see what happens 
next. 

Weekly Class II
30. FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place

Sierra County Sentinel
Steve Mull
Veteran Salute
Having the subject in shadow with 

a bright background pulls in the eye 
and gives the gesture deeper meaning 
that begs for contemplation. 

Weekly Class I
30. FEATURE PHOTO
2nd Place

Rio Grande Sun
Bob Eckert
Waiting for the Cows to Go Home
A shot that beautifully captures 

the landscape while telling a story. 
Monochrome was a great choice to 
highlight the sky and ground textures. 

Weekly Class I
30. FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place

Rio Grande Sun
Bob Eckert
A Storm Blowing Through
This is a wonderful shot that 

captures both the event and place, but 
also makes a reader pause and peer in 
to figure out what they are seeing. 

Daily Class II
30. FEATURE PHOTO
2nd Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Adrian Hedden
It’s Apples
Really nice photo.

Daily Class II
30. FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Andy Brosig
Easter Egg Hunt
Really nice photo. Well lit and nicely 

framed.

Daily Class I
30. FEATURE PHOTO
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Gabriela Campos
Currents of light
visually compelling

Daily Class I
30. FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal

Chancey Bush
Holy Week
Fantastic capture of the lighting / 

water / feel like I’m there.

Weekly Class II
31. PHOTO SERIES
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Christina Stock, Alex Ross, Terri 
Harber & Marco Martinez
2025 UFO Festival Photos
The snapshot quality of the images 

makes viewers feel like they are at the 
event themselves. 

Weekly Class II
31. PHOTO SERIES
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Ben Koelkebeck
Inn of the Mountain Gods celebrates 

50 years
Image captures the sequential 

action of cooking, serving, then 
eating, completing the story on the 
page. 

Weekly Class I
31. PHOTO SERIES
2nd Place

Gallup Sun
Jenny Pond
Celebrating culture

Weekly Class I
31. PHOTO SERIES
1st Place

Gallup Sun
Kim Helfenbein
Lady Bengals come up short to the 

Lady Broncos
The placement of these photos 

works at a high level. Each photo is 
not only representing the game, but 
shows contested plays, either shot 
attempts or strong defense.

Daily Class I & II
31. PHOTO SERIES
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Jim Weber
Meow Wolf turns 10

Daily Class I & II
31. PHOTO SERIES
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Gabriela Campos
Ruidoso Flood
The cover photo here is captivating 

— beautifully shot. Photographer 
captured how devastating the flood 
was.

Weekly Class I & II
32. ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY

2nd Place
Taos News
Clementine Miller
Pray for Rain

Weekly Class I & II
32. ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Ben Koelkebeck
A Weekend of Tattoos
This was the strongest entry in the 

contest, hands down. Congratulations, 
well earned.

Daily Class I
32. ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Gabriela Campos
Day at the State Fair

Daily Class I
32. ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Gabriela Campos
Ruidoso flash flooding
This gallery stood out for its 

powerful storytelling and emotional 
impact. The photographer captured 
not only the immense physical 
destruction left by the Ruidoso flash 
floods, but also the very human 
aftermath. The residents returning 
to damaged homes and businesses, 
salvaging belongings and beginning 
the difficult work of recovery. The mix 
of wide scenes, intimate moments 
and small details tells a complete 
story, with each image adding 
something meaningful rather than 
feeling repetitive. A compelling and 
thoughtfully documented gallery that 
puts the viewer in the middle of the 
aftermath.

Weekly Class I & II
33. BEST USE OF MULTIMEDIA
2nd Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
“Tradiciones”

Weekly Class I & II
33. BEST USE OF MULTIMEDIA
1st Place

Taos News
Stephanie Gates, Clementine 
Miller
“‘Reciprocal relationship’ - Youth fly 

fishing camp teaches tradition”
Outstanding!! I recognize well shot 

and edited videography. Couple that 
with a program that teaches fishing 
and tradition to youth? Great job and 
the move to YouTube for you videos 
only guarantees more views, more 

donations, and sustainability. 

Daily Class I
33. BEST USE OF MULTIMEDIA
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Nathan Burton, Gabriela Campos, 
Brian Barker
“New Mexico’s strained river 

systems”
A lovely data driven piece with a 

wealth of information and visuals. 
The use of drone shots as well as 
human interest photos made a perfect 
balance between the dwindling 
nature and the people involved/being 
impacted by that. The use of graphs 
illustrated well the changes in water 
resources in a visual way. 

Daily Class I
33. BEST USE OF MULTIMEDIA
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Gillian Barkhurst and Chancey 
Bush
“Meet ‘Skyline’: Albuquerque’s 

street superhero takes on 
homelessness”

Amazing photos and videos, the 
music could have been better chosen. 
The lo-fi beats often did not match the 
narrative and using classic superhero 
royalty free sound effects/ music 
would have added a great level of 
interest. The tight shot of the interview 
had slightly too much head room, I 
understand the intention to show his 
antennas but going tighter to draw 
the focus to the subjects eyes would 
have made him feel more human and 
connected better with audiences. 

Weekly Class II
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Aric Loomis
“Vision Magazine Coming Soon”

Weekly Class II
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
1st Place

NMSU Round-up
Karla Hernandez Chew
“NMSU Round Up Instagram”

Weekly Class I
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
2nd Place

Taos News
Taos News staff
“Taos Plaza Bomb Threat”

Weekly Class I
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
1st Place

Taos News
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Second Place, Best Front Page Design, Lovington 
Leader, Angela Taylor

ESTABLISHED

OLDEST NEWSPAPER
IN LEA COUNTY
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$100

LAND OF THE FREE... HOME OF THE BRAVE

Hop on, get comfortable, and go. 
JSX offers simple, effortless, premium travel. 

Travel in style at flyhobbs.com.

There’s a new way to Fly Hobbs.

a week to 
Dallas 

Love Field

3x

MOISTURE
Guage

!e past week........1.74
YTD...........8.83 inches

“Be the change that you 
wish to see in the world.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Urlacher 7

Mom 8

Students 8

Briefs 2

Briefs

Thursday: Sunny, with 
a high near 71. Northeast 
wind 10 to 15 mph becom-
ing south in the afternoon.
Friday: Sunny, with a 

high near 85.
Saturday: Sunny, with a 

high near 92.
Sunday: Sunny, with a 

high near 87.
Monday: Sunny, with a 

high near 84.

Correction

Lea County 
announces ‘I 
Voted’ sticker 

winners

New world 
screwworm

The first name of  coun-
ty commissioner candi-
date Jennifer Grassham’s 
husband was incorrect 
in the April 30 Lovington 
Leader. His name is Josh. 

The Leader regrets the 
error.

After weeks of  creativ-
ity, community partici-
pation, and an incredible 
response from young art-
ists, Lea County is proud 
to announce the winners 
of  the 2026 “I Voted” 
Sticker Design Contest.

Open to Lea County 
students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade, this 
year’s contest encouraged 
participants to design an 
official “I Voted” stick-
er centered around the 
theme “Future Voters are 
Tomorrow’s Leaders.” 
The goal was to inspire 
civic pride and highlight 
the importance of  vot-
ing through the eyes of  
our next generation, the 
county website said.

Entries were submitted 
from across the county 
and evaluated based on 
creativity, originality, 
clarity of  theme, and 
age-appropriate design. 

Congratulations to our 
winners:
■ 1st Place: Noelia Del-

gado
■ 2nd Place: Claire Tor-

rez
■ 3rd Place: Greyson 

McBeth
These winning designs 

will soon be featured at 
polling locations across 
Lea County during 
upcoming elections.

“Thank you to all stu-
dents, parents, and edu-
cators who participated 
and supported this ini-
tiative. Your creativi-
ty and enthusiasm help 
strengthen civic engage-
ment and community 
pride across Lea County”, 
the website said.

a special time for local mom
Mother's Day 

Lovington Leader 
Without God and a strong mindset, 

Crystal Putman might not have her 
two children by her side for Moth-
er’s Day.

A Lovington resident for more than 
25 years, Putman’s past includes an 
addiction to methamphetamine and 
pot, arrests and having her oldest 
child placed in foster care.

As a police detective, Lovington 
City Manager David Miranda said 
he arrested Putman many times 
and took her children from her.

Putman now lives in Hobbs and is 
the general manager of  Pizza Hut. 
Every Mother's day for her is extra 
special.

“I had a good childhood, but I 
started hanging out with the wrong 
crowd … I started drinking in high 
school, but after I graduated, I had 
gotten into drugs and all that stuff,” 
Putman said.

She got pregnant when she was 25 
with her son, Isaiah Jadrien Put-
man, now 19. She also has a 12-year-
old daughter, Arehli Elizabeth Put-
man.

Putman’s mother passed away two 
weeks after Isaiah was born and 
that started a downward spiral.

“Isaiah was born five weeks early. 
They had induced (labor) because 
he had stopped growing. I actually 
almost lost my life that day, because 
the placenta started to attach itself  

to the uterine wall, so I essential-
ly bled out and I went into shock. 
They had to give me several … blood 
transfusions. They brought me back 
to life,” Putman said.

It was already a rough start. Her 
addiction along with the passing 
of  her mother led her to hit rock 
bottom.

“… The state finally got involved 
when he was about 5 and took him 
from me. Long story short, they 
took him from me and … that was 
an eye-opener to me. My kids mat-
ter. I'm not going to let them get 
lost,” Putman said.

She added that the state took Isa-
iah from her when she was preg-
nant with her daughter.

“That was like a light switch went 
off,” Putman said.

She was determined not to lose her 
children to the system.

“I know it’s not the same for every-
body. Some people, they're just so 
bound by the addiction,” Putman 
said.

Previously, she didn’t attend 
church, but now she goes to Choose 
Life in Hobbs regularly and is very 
involved.

“I just give God the glory, because 
without him, I would not be where 
I am today. Essentially, I jumped 
through all the hoops to get Isaiah 
back. I went through drug court,” Courtesy Photo 

Crystal Putman (center) poses for a photo at church with her children. 

Lovington High School 
honors students

Lovington Leader 
Dozens of  Lovington High School stu-

dents were honored with scholarships and 
awards for their achievements at Pannel 
Auditorium April 28. 

Maddox Astudillo was honored as Mr. 
Lovington High School and Lauren Corral 
was recognized as Miss Lovington High 
School. 

Astudillo plans to attend Eastern New 
Mexico University to study social work and 
Corral to attend Texas Tech University and 
major in kinesiology to become an athletic 
trainer. 

LHS Principal Trey Williams said Mr. 
And Miss LHS aren’t just titles. 

“It’s a reflection of  who you are when no 
one's watching,” Williams said. “At Lov-
ington High School, this honor represents 
students who handle their business in the 

classroom, show up for their teams and 
organizations, stay out of  trouble and lead 
by example every single day.”

To be considered for the recognition, stu-
dents must carry at least a 3.5 GPA, be 
actively involved in two or more activities, 
maintain a clean discipline record and 
show up with consistent, reliable atten-
dance, he added. 

“This isn't about being perfect. It's about 
being steady, committed and doing things 
the right way. What makes this even more 
meaningful is that is voted on by the LHS 
staff. The people who see you day in and 
day out. They notice the effort, the attitude, 
the way you treat others and how you rep-
resent our school. This award is personal. 
It's about pride in your name, your family, 
and the legacy you leave behind at LHS,” 
Williams said. 

John Graham, chairman of  the Lea Coun-
ty Electric Cooperative Board, distributed 
$408,000 worth of  scholarships to 51 Lov-
ington students. 

Each scholarship was worth $8,000. 
“It's the most we've given at one time, 

and we're honored to do that. The funding 
comes from return capital credits that are 
unclaimed. It goes into a special fund, and 
we take that money and put it right back 
into our students in Lea County and Yoa-
kum County, Texas, in our home service 
area,” said Graham, who co-owned the 
Leader with his wife, Jeanine.

Some of  that revenue will go to students 
in Tatum and Plains, Texas. 

Graham is also scholarship chairman for 
the Lovington Rotary Club. The club has 
been taking part in the scholarship pro-
gram for as long as he can remember. 

This year, Rotary awarded $20,000 in 
scholarships. Graham said that amount 
has increased through the years. 

The awards ranged from $500 to $2,500, 
including the Will Palmer Memorial Schol-
arship. 

Caitlin Henry of  the JF Maddox Founda-
tion awarded scholarships for students to 
attend the university of  their choice. 

“There is a rigorous interview process to 
select the brightest students in Lea Coun-
ty as a reward for their hard work and 
achievements. Each student finalist that 
is selected for an interview receives $5,000 

Courtesy Photo
Mr. And Miss Lovington High School 
pose for a photo April 28 at Pannel Au-
ditorium. Lauren Corral was honored as 
Miss Lovington High School and Mad-
dox Astudillo earned Mr. Lovington 
High School recognition. 

Pro Football Hall of 
Famer Urlacher reflects 

on Lovington upbringing
By Bob Campbell
Lovington Leader 

Before he was an All-American at the University of  New 
Mexico and a Pro Football Hall of  Fame middle linebacker 
for the Chicago Bears, Brian Urlacher was just a kid in 
Lovington who loved being outdoors and playing all day 
with his friends.

Interviewed at his home in Chandler, Ariz., Urlacher 
said he moved here with his family at age 7 from Pasco, 
Wash., and he has wonderful memories of  the town and 
its people.

“Lovington was a great place to grow up in,” he said. 
“When I look back, my childhood was awesome.

“You were outside pretty much all day long. I remember 
playing basketball in the summertime. We’d mow yards 
for money and then go play basketball at the elementary 
schools.

“You were always doing things with your buddies. There 
was not a whole lot of  trouble to get into back then. So I 
have very fond memories of  growing up.

“The people were great, man. We had some good old 
boys, good old people growing up in Lovington.”

Urlacher said that small town background helped him 
stay grounded during his years in Albuquerque and Chi-
cago.

“I never thought I was too big for my britches,” he said. 
“I always tried to remember where I came from, how I 
grew up and how my parents tried to raise me.”

His parents divorced after the family reached Lovington 
and both his dad and step-dad worked in the oilfield. His 
late mom Lavoyda worked at a grocery store, was a youth 
director and cleaned houses during the five years she was 
a single parent and you can guess who was the big boy’s 

Photo Via Dreamstime 

Lea County is taking 
proactive steps to prepare 
for the potential threat 
of  the New World Screw-
worm, a serious concern 
for livestock, wildlife, 
and the local agricultural 
economy.

In partnership with 

Second Place, Best Front Page Design, Valencia County 
News-Bulletin, Clara Garcia

By Clara Garcia
News-Bulletin Editor

Rio Communities
What started out as a 

bypass to keep large semi-
trucks hauling massive 
wind turbines through the 
middle of Rio Communities 
is now a public road for 
everyone to use. 

The 100-foot wide, 1.3-
mile stretch of bypass road, 
now named Founders Way, 
connects N.M. 304 to N.M. 
47 just north of the Arcosa 
Wind Towers manufactur-
ing plant in the Rio Grande 
Industrial Park. The state 
of New Mexico appropri-
ated $6.5 million in Local 
Economic Development 
Act funds to construct the 
road. 

During a city council 
meeting Monday, the coun-
cilors unanimously agreed 
to accept the road, mean-
ing the city will now be 
responsible for maintain-
ing the newly-built bypass. 

Before the road was 

constructed and finished 
last week, trucks hauling 
the 190-foot towers made 
their way from the facility, 

through Rio Communities, 
south to U.S. 60 in Socorro 
County and then west to 
Interstate 25.

Since October 2024, the 
intersection of N.M. 304 
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Noah Suarez | News-Bulletin photo
You know it’s autumn in Valencia County 
when the leaves turn, putting on a dazzling 
display in our bosque with brilliant col-
ors such as gorgeous yellow aspens and 
burnt-orange cottonwoods.

Valencia County taxpayers billed incorrectly

Rio Communities accepts new 
bypass road to help with semi traffic

By Julia M. Dendinger
News-Bulletin Assistant Editor

A discrepancy on tax bills recently sent 
out to Valencia County property owners has 
increased bills by hundreds of dollars across 
the board.

Celia Dittmaier, Valencia County asses-
sor, said during a phone interview Monday 
the large increase is coming from the mill 
levy rate for the county operational levy 
applied to residential properties. 

For 2025, the rate is set at 11.85, nearly 
double the 2024 rate of 6.817. A mill is equal 
to $1 per $1,000 of net taxable value of a 
property.

Dittmaier said when concerned and out-

raged residents began calling her office 
and the Valencia County Treasurer Ron 
Saiz’s office late last week, they immediate-
ly began looking into the increase.

“We’ve already talked to the (state) prop-
erty tax division and they said the (property 
tax) certification I sent was normal, showing 
a typical growth rate,” Dittmaier said. “We 
have a call into the New Mexico Department 
of Finance and Administration and we’re 
looking at what the county finance director 
submitted in our own budget.”

In the meantime, after meeting with Saiz, 
Dittmaier said their best advice to taxpayers 
is to only pay the first half of their 2025 tax 
bill, which is due by Dec. 10.

“Right now, we aren’t sure what DFA is 

going to do, so we don’t want to promise a 
refund. The best plan is to pay the first half, 
so there aren’t any penalties or fees. If there 
is an adjustment, it will be a reduction for 
the second half,” the assessor said. “If we’re 
lucky, it’s only the county operational and 
we should be able to fix it internally.” 

Lou Sisneros actually didn’t get her tax 
bill this year, which raised a red flag. When 
she called the county, Sisneros found out 
the bill had been sent to her home builder 
instead. 

After seeing multiple posts online about 
skyrocketing tax bills, the village of Los 
Lunas resident decided to look for hers on 
the county website instead of waiting for a 
new one to be mailed.

“Mine went up 22 percent, almost $900. 
Looking back at the assessment (of value) it 
was only a $158 increase, so not some huge 
discrepancy in the assessment I’m taxed 
on,” Sisneros said of her residential property 
in Ranch Valencia. “(The assessed value of 
the property) was in line with what I’d seen 
year on year.”

When she called the county assessor’s 
office, staff told her they have been “bom-
barded with calls.” Sisneros said she was 
advised to pay the first half of her tax bill, 
but she is concerned and disappointed there 
hasn’t been more proactive communication 
from the assessor’s office.

“There isn’t anything on the website 

Clara Garcia | News-Bulletin photo
Standing on the recently-completed bypass, Rio Communities City Manager Martin 
Moore, Mayor Joshua Ramsell and City Councilor Lawrence Gordon say the new road is 
the beginning of economic growth for the city. 

n  See Bypass, Page 12

Los Lunas native 
Nancy Jo Gonzales 
hoping to connect 
with community
By Kenn Rodriguez
News-Bulletin Staff Writer

Los Lunas
Speaking to Los Lunas 

native Nancy Jo Gonzales 
is very much like taking a 
pleasant walk through the 
forest. It’s always interesting 
and you never know which 
path you’re going to go 
down. 

It seems that her life has 
also had the same quality. 

As the only one of five 
siblings who left the state 
for college, she went from 
studying journalism to 
managing restaurants to vol-
unteering to work with the 
elderly after graduation.

That stint in volunteering 
is what led her to her current 
career in public administra-
tion and her current position 
as deputy administrator for 
the village of Los Lunas.

“I started volunteering to 

provide respite care for care-
givers. So I’d go spend time, 
usually with an elderly fami-
ly member,” she recalled. 

n  See Taxpayers, Page 12

n  See Gonzales, Page 12

Kenn Rodriguez | News-Bulletin photo
Nancy Jo Gonzales was 
recently hired as the village 
of Los Lunas’ deputy admin-
istrator. 

First Place, Best Front Page Design, Hobbs News-Sun, 
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Lea County State Bank 
parking lot

1017 N. Turner, Hobbs

Protect your personal information by shredding your 
sensitive documents. Customers & Non-customers 

are invited. The shredding services will be provided by 
Secured Document Shredding, Inc.

After each shredding bin is full; 
the documents will be shredded 

on-site at no-charge.

Tuesday, April 21st
11:30 AM to 1:30 PM
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Paid for by the Committee to 
Elect Sharon Payne, LaKeasha 

Stewart Treasurer.
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Metal - Shingles - Flat roofs

 New construction
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Where Americans Pay the Most in Taxes by State
Tax burden = property, income, and sales & excise taxes as 
a share of total personal income (excludes federal taxes)

Total Tax
Burden (%)

Hawaii leads in stales and excise
taxes at 7.48% of personal income

Source: WalletHub analysis of 
Tax Policy Center data (March 3, 2026).
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4th highest taxes
50th on R.O.I. 
Dead last

LEVI HILL
NEWS-SUN

Think your taxes are too high? Well in New Mex-
ico you pay some of  the highest taxes per capita of  
any state and receive the absolute least return from 
the state government for those tax dollars.

That’s according to a study released by WalletHub 
looking at 29 key metrics to judge what residents in 
each of  the nation’s 50 states pay in taxes and how 
much they get back for their sacrifice.

Around 66 percent of  Americans think their cur-
rent tax rate is too high, according to WalletHub’s 
Taxpayer Survey.

“There can be a tradeoff  between how much 
tax you pay and what you receive in return from 
the government,” a news release from WalletHub 
reads. “Several of  the states with the best taxpayer 
ROI don’t charge any income tax, and residents 
pay less at tax time while receiving good-quality 
(though not necessarily the best) government ser-
vices. At the same time, while people pay more in 
states that do charge income tax, they may benefit 
from better infrastructure, education, safety or 
public health as a result.”

That isn’t the case for New Mexicans, who rank 
46th on the amount of  taxes paid — the 5th highest 
taxing state in the union — but are ranked 50th 
— dead last — in return of  service from the state 
government.

The study analyzed each state across five key 
government-service categories: Education, health, 
safety, economy and infrastructure and pollution. 
The categories were further broken down into 29 
relevant metrics. Each metric was graded on a 100-
point scale, with a score of  100 representing the best 
quality of  government service.

The survey results for New Mexico came as no 
surprise Brandon Harris, communications director 
for the New Mexico Senate Republican Caucus.

New Mexicans pay the 4th highest, get the least return

SEE TAXES, Page 7

LEVI HILL
NEWS-SUN

EUNICE — After more 
than 15 years with the city 
and four as the town’s city 
manager, Shannon Cum-
mins is stepping down, 
effective June 30.

The city is slated to appoint 
current Eunice Chief  of  
Police Danny Garrett to 
serve as interim city man-
ager.

Discussion of  the move 
took place at Monday’s regu-
lar council meeting, with the 
council indicating it would 
make an official decision at 

its meeting next month.
“I have reached out to 

Danny in the last few days 
and he is attending school 
at OU,” Mayor John Dean 
Davis said during the dis-
cussions. “I have asked him 
if  he would step in in Shan-
non’s absence. He does want 
‘interim’ in that title. I say 
we give him the reins and let 
him run with it.”

Cummins said she has the 
years in to retire after a pre-
vious career as an educator 
and it was time to step aside 
and go fishing.

“I am going to enjoy retire-

ment,” Cummins said. “My 
husband is retired. It is time 
to do something new.”

Cummins spoke highly 
of  Garrett taking over the 
role as interim city manag-
er, which would also require 
him to continue filling his 
role as police chief.

“I feel good about it,” she 
said. “He has done some 
great things with our PD 
and has that department 
going in a good direction. 
I feel like he won’t miss a 
beat.”

Councilor Edward Charo 
asked Garrett during the 

discussions how he would 
juggle the two jobs and if  
he would feel displaced if  
not offered the city manager 
position permanently.

“I see both roles the same,” 
Garrett said. “It is not nec-
essarily different. I wouldn’t 
be doing anything different. 
Everybody is going to be an 
absolute resource to me. I 
have been up here, I have 
been a council member, but 
I haven’t been involved in 
the finances as much. It is 
drinking from a fire hose at 
first, but once you get every-

Eunice to appoint police chief interim city manager

SEE EUNICE, Page 7Garrett
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BY DAN ALLISON
OBSERVER SPORTS WRITER

RIO RANCHO — Deciding 
between watching football or 
trick-or-treating? Well, you don’t 
have to pick anymore.

Announced on Monday morn-
ing, the rivalry football matchup 
between Rio Rancho High School 
and Cleveland High School has 
been moved from Friday, Oct 31, 
to 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct 30.

While the crosstown battle is a 
late October/early November sta-
ple, the 2025 installment was set 
to be the first ever to take place 
on Halloween.

This is the first time the holiday 
has fallen on a Friday since 2014, 
when the Rams and Storm faced 

off a week later on Nov. 7.
Cleveland will also witness 

another schedule change the week 
prior, now facing Volcano Vista at 
7 p.m. Friday, Oct 24, instead of 
11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 25.

It would have been some spooky 
history in the making, but in a 
town that loves its Halloween, 
the schools decided it would be 
in the best interest of everyone 
to make the switch.

“We just don’t want the game 
interfering with Halloween,” 
Executive Director of Athletics 
Todd Resch stated.

Cleveland last played on Hal-
loween 11 years ago, defeating 
Cibola 43-7 before losing to the 
Rams a week later. For the Rams, 

their last Halloween matchup 
came in 2003, beating West Mesa 
40-7.

The last time these two played 
on Halloween Eve? In 2009, 
Cleveland’s first football season. 
The Rams took that first match-
up 50-19. The schedule was set 
up in 2020 for these two to meet 
again on the 30th, but it was nev-
er played due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Cleveland took last year’s meet-
ing the day after Halloween, 
defeating the Rams for the eighth 
straight year, 40-12, on Nov. 1.

No matter what the date is, 
fans should be in store for anoth-
er good one between these two 
heated rivals.

Rivalry less spooky: Rams, Storm move matchup away from holiday

OBSERVER FILE PHOTO

The Storm line up for a goal-line push versus the RRHS Rams in the 2024 
rivalry game.

BY MICHAELA HELEAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

RIO RANCHO — A small group that never forgot 
one of the United States’ most horrific events gath-
ered Thursday at Vista Verde Community Cemetery 
and Memorial for a 9/11 remembrance ceremony.

Daniels Family Funeral Services, which has 
hosted a ceremony for more than 20 years, once 
again brought together local first responders, 
community leaders and residents for the sol-
emn moment of commemoration.

“We wouldn’t forget that tragic day 24 years 
ago,” Daniels General Manager Ray Baldona-
do said before the ceremony started.

He added that for the people who remember where 
they were that day, it is important to recognize the 
2,977 souls that passed in New York, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania — the number according to the Nation-
al Sept. 11 Memorial and Museum website.

“I was on my way to work, driving from Berna-
lillo to Albuquerque, when I got the phone call from 
a co-worker telling me what happened,” he said.

He recalled feeling sorrow, anger and worry 
that day. “It was just a whole lot of emotions.”

One attendee, Leah Dolan, remembers hear-
ing from students at University of New Mexico 
as a resident advisor.

“Today is just a hard day for me and always 
has been,” Dolan said.

“I just think of the faces of all those lost in 
the confusion, the chaos of our country. But 
what makes me smile is thinking of September 
12 and how unified we were.”

Dolan wore a 9/11 New York Fire Depart-
ment shirt to represent the fire department 

community and also her husband who is now 
deputy chief of Rio Rancho Fire and Rescue.

“That day changed our lives because neither one 
of us were planning on entering the profession we 

Never Forget

Annual ceremony honors the lives lost on 9/11

MICHAELA HELEAN/OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Attendees look on as fire departments raise American flag.

MICHAELA HELEAN/OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A commemorative wreath for 9/11 with the number 343 representing the fallen firefighters from 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

See Ceremony - A6

BY KEVIN OPSAHL
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

RIO RANCHO — The Rio 
R a ncho  G ove r n i ng  Bo dy 
approved a developer’s plan to 
transform the old golf course 
into a sprawling new develop-
ment Thursday.

The decision came after a 
public hearing on the Chamisa 
Hills Master Plan, envisioned 
by Steve Chavez, and an ordi-
nance creating zoning amend-
ments to make it possible for 
him to build.

Chavez and his associates, 
including Albuquerque-based 
Consensus Plan n ing,  have 
descr ibed Chamisa Hills as 
a 281-acre development with 
houses, a business park, a town 
center called the “La Joya de 
Rio” (Jewel of Rio Rancho) and 
open recreational spaces, all 
located on the site of the for-
mer Rio Rancho Golf Course 
and Clubhouse.

Chavez said after the meet-
ing that the approval could not 
have come without “a lot of 
hard work” from his team — 
and the residents.

“It was impor tant that we 
communicate — and I think 
that’s the key to getting this 
development moving forward,” 
Chavez said.

Thursday’s aff irmation by 
the six-member council came 
a little more than four months 
after a spring hearing in which 
the project seemed in doubt. On 
May 8, councilors and residents 
roundly cr it icized specif ic 
aspects of the plan and Chavez 
for allegedly not doing enough 
community out reach. Some 
residents circulated a petition 
asking the council to reject 
the plan until studies could be 
completed.

In between that time, Chavez 
and his team made revisions 
recommended by city coun-

‘It’s time 
to move 
forward’
Governing 
body approves 
development plans 
for old golf course

See PlAn - A6
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Pasapick 313th Fiesta de Santa Fe
Food vendors and arts & crafts booths;
9 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, on
the Santa Fe Plaza; continuing Wednesday
and Thursday; santafefiesta.org/events.
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Texas, N.M. reach
deal on Rio Grande
Legal battle that has spanned
more than decademay come to
close pending final OK. PAGE A-9

Uphill battle
Lobos heavy under-
dogs in coach Eck’s
1st game against No.
14 Michigan. PAGE B-1

MECHANICAL
MELTDOWN

101ST BURNING OF ZOZOBRA

Complete coverage, Page A-6

Old Man Gloom
burns on Friday
during the
101st Burning of
Zozobra at Fort
Marcy park.

MICHAEL SEAMANS
THE NEW MEXICAN

First Place, Best Front Page Design, Roswell Daily 
Record, Toby Martinez

As New Mexico Military Institute 
celebrates its 135th anniversary 
this year, Superintendent Voris 
McBurnette said he is very proud 
of the progress the school has been 
making in achieving its goals in 
academics and recruitment.

McBurnette noted that 2026 is 

not only the 135th anniversary of 
the school’s founding in 1891, but 
it has also been 50 years since the 
school began the planning process 
to readmit female cadets.

He said female cadets were 
admitted to the school when it was 
founded as a private institution 
by Joseph Lea and Robert Goss; 
however, when the school became 
affiliated with the territorial gov-
ernment of New Mexico two years 

later, it changed 
over  to  a l l -male 
enrollment.

“One of the things 
about this is that 
the school ... is older 
than the state as we 
start talking about 
how things evolved 
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Lanier speaks to Roswell audience about bid for governor

A former farm boy, Sen. Steve 
Lanier (R-Aztec) likes to tell audi-
ences that his work in the Legisla-
ture is not much different from his 
first boyhood job.

“I’m still shoveling manure. 
Now I’m just doing it in Santa Fe. 
We just move it from one place to 
another,” Lanier said on Monday, 
evoking laughs from the audience 
as he addressed a meeting of the 
Republican Party of Chaves Coun-
ty at Grace Community Church in 
Roswell.

Last year, Lanier, a former 
school teacher and football coach 
turned officeholder, declared him-
self a candidate for his party’s 
nomination for governor. He is 
vying against Rio Rancho Mayor 
Gregg Hull, Duke Rodriguez, a 
former secretary of the New Mex-
ico Human Services Department, 
businessman Doug Turner and 
former Public Regulation Commis-
sioner James Ellison for the nom-
ination.

The winner of the primary will 

face either former Bernalillo Coun-
ty District Attorney Sam Bregman 
or former Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland, both Democrats, in the 
November general election.

After seven years of a Democrat 
in office, Republicans are hoping 
to have one of their own as gover-
nor. But Lanier said who the party 
nominates matters.

“We’ve got to elect a Republican 
governor who has guts enough to 
go in there and make some people 
mad and go, ‘I might only be a one-
term governor, but we are going to 
get some things fixed in those four 
years,’” Lanier said.

Lanier, 59, a native of Aztec, 
spent 28 years as a high school 
history and computer science 
teacher, as well as a football and 
track coach. After retiring in 2017, 
he tried to find ways to serve his 
community, eventually running 
for and winning the District 3 seat 
on the San Juan County Board of 
Commissioners.

Four years later, Lanier opted 
not to seek reelection and instead 
ran for the open seat in New Mex-
ico Senate District 2. He defeated 

Democrat Songtree L. Pioche 78% 
to 22%.

Lanier’s visit to Roswell came 

nearly three weeks following the 
end of the 30-day legislative ses-
sion that saw the passage of an 

$11.1 billion general fund budget 

By alex Ross
Roswell Daily RecoRD FReelanceR

Alex Ross Photo/Freelancer

Republican Party of Chaves County Chair Kevin Berry, left, speaks with State Sen. Steve Lanier (R-Aztec) at a Mon-
day night meeting at Grace Community Church in Roswell.

McBurnette 
touts 
NMMI’s 
progress

 See LANIER, Page A3 Ø

Some city councilors voiced res-
ervations on Thursday about pro-
posed changes to the city’s pur-
chasing procedures. 

The council vote was tied 5-5. 
Mayor Timothy Jennings broke the 
tie by voting to schedule the public 
hearing about the code revisions, 
known as Ordinance 26-04, to 
provide a favorable decision of 6-5. 

Jennings said the councilors 
and staff should be able to work 
out a satisfactory solution before 
or during the public hearing. 

Formerly known as Ordinance 
26-01, proposed changes would 
affect Article 5 of the city’s code 
and are based on New Mexico 
Statutes related to procurement. 

After the January meeting of the 
Roswell Finance Committee, Judy 
Scharmer, the city’s internal audi-
tor, sent a memo about the revi-
sions, dated Feb. 3. She described 
the purpose of the update as not to 
diminish the city council’s ability 
to govern, but to “establish defined 
purchasing thresholds, delegate 
routine purchasing authority to 
city management, and enhance 
transparency and fiscal oversight 

for the city council, particular-
ly through the Finance and Audit 
Committee.”

For example, it currently states 
that before any contract is signed 
that’s worth more than $60,000 
per year is subject to the procure-
ment code and “shall be approved 

by the governing body, excluding 
emergency procurements, which 
shall be ratified as circumstances 
require.” 

Scharmer suggested in her cor-
respondence that thresholds for 
governing body approval instead 
begin at $250,000 for annual con-

tract value or $500,000 for an 
aggregate multi-year commitment.

These suggested amounts are 
“intended to capture transactions 
that meaningfully affect the city’s 
financial position while allowing 
efficient daily operations,” Scharm-
er also explained. “Under the pro-

posed ordinance, any purchase or 
contract that is not budgeted or 
appropriated must receive coun-
cil approval, regardless of dollar 
amount. This preserves the coun-
cil’s authority over public funds 
and ensures management cannot 
commit the city to expenditures 
outside the adopted budget.” 

“I’m not in favor of this,” said 
Councilor Robert Corn. “All I see 
is it gives the city manager more 
authority over dollars, and without 
reporting.”

Councilor Edward Heldenbrand 
said Scharmer hadn’t followed the 
chain of command by providing 
input about this ordinance and 
should have first consulted the city 
treasurer, Toni Gomez. 

“This is only for a reading. Does 
it have to be the way it’s written 
right now?” asked Councilor Juan 
Oropesa. “The concerns of some 
of the councilors — can they be 
addressed?”

“Yes,” City Manager Hess Ynte-
ma replied. 

“It’s routine for purchases to 
take between 90 and 120 days 
before a transaction is authorized,” 
Scharmer said in response to 

Procurement, financial practices among council concerns
By TeRRi HaRBeR
Roswell Daily RecoRD

 See PROGRESS, Page A3 Ø

Terri Harber Photo 

Judy Scharmer, the city’s internal auditor, is shown making a presentation during Thursday’s city council meet-
ing. The most important presentation for Scharmer was her first findings report to the council.

 See CONCERNS, Page A2 Ø
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Taos News staff
“Taos County Sheriff’s deputy killed 

in on-duty motorcycle crash”
Through eight days of this tragedy, 

followers were kept in the loop with 
the facts, figures and explanations for 
each new, sad chapter in the story.

Daily Class I
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Ernesto Cisneros, Lily Alexander, 
Nathan Burton
“Santa Fe mourns slain transgender 

teen”

Daily Class I
34. BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Jaclyn Ruiz
“A commitment to reaching new 

audiences”
A great capture of the excitement 

surrounding this event. I wasn’t there 
but I felt like I was! 

Weekly Class I & II
35  BEST VIDEO JOURNALISM
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Ruidoso News Staff
“Ruidoso Flood Coverage”

Weekly Class I & II
35  BEST VIDEO JOURNALISM
1st Place

Taos News
Clementine Miller
“3D Printed Housing in Taos”
This video couples high quality 

production with an interesting and 
important local innovation. 

Daily Class I
35  BEST VIDEO JOURNALISM
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Chancey Bush
“Echoes of Fallout”

Daily Class I
35  BEST VIDEO JOURNALISM
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Chancey Bush
“‘Skyline’ Albuquerque’s Local 

Superhero”
I thought this was going to be a 

quirky story about a kid who loves 
cosplay, but it got more interesting 
the longer the video went. The dark 
turn at the end caught me off guard, 
but it also gave the story some real 
depth and helped explain what drives 
Skyline. And him kicking his legs from 
the interview chair while insisting he’s 

just a “little guy” — perfect. You can 
tell his heart is in the right place.

All Divisions
36. BEST PODCAST / AUDIO 
JOURNALISM
2nd Place

Taos News
Stephanie Gates
“Voices of Taos - Regenerative 

Agricultural Practices”
This is a tough topic - the host did a 

great job of keeping it interesting and 
keeping the guest engaged.

All Divisions
36. BEST PODCAST / AUDIO 
JOURNALISM
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Will Webber, James Barron, Matt 
Dahlseid
“The New Mexican Sports Den”
The hosts were knowledgeable 

and did a great job of moving the 
conversation forward and keeping it 
interesting. 

Weekly Class II
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
2nd Place

El Defensor Chieftain
Denise Ortega
El Defensor Chieftain Newsletter
These one-chance-to-engage-

readers opportunities have to be 
clear of grammatical errors. This felt 
too prominent to ignore (should be 

“were” and not “was”): “We have new 
and returning school board members 
who was sworn in as well.”

Weekly Class II
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
1st Place

Las Vegas Optic
Phil Scherer, Maria Sanchez
Las Vegas Optic Weekly Headlines
Clean, clearly segmented 

presentation with just enough 
content to inspire readers to click 
for the full story. So important for 
these newsletters to keep clear of 
grammatical errors.

Weekly Class I
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Matthew Meerbott, Kurt Johnson
Best email newsletter
Nice newsletter! It’s aesthetically 

pleasing and very clear. Love the 
graphics and variation throughout. I 
like that it’s a blue background. I also 
appreciated the tasteful integration of 
ads. I also like the redirect to your sites 
as well as the national day header!

Weekly Class I
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer Leading News
Really nice newsletter. Well 

structured. Great balance of lede 
giving you just enough to make you 
want to read more. Love the layout of 
the weather projections. Nicely done!

Daily Class I & II
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Daniel J. Chacón, Nathan Brown
The Roundhouse Report

Daily Class I & II
37. BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Rachel Berry
Leading News
“Leading News” is a great way 

for Albuquerque Journal readers to 
get quick bites of hard news, arts 
and events. Each newsletter entered 
offered a strong mix of content, with 
engaging writing throughout. The 
clean layout made it easy to scan and 
quickly find what interested you.

Weekly Class II
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Rack Locations

Weekly Class II
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
1st Place

First Place, Feature Photo
Albuquerque Journal, Chancey Bush
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Cibola Citizen
Sylvia Anzures Gonzales
Santa Letters House Ad
It grabs your attention with fun, 

standout holiday graphics and colors 
that captures the Christmas spirit.

Weekly Class I
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Matthew Meerbott
Signature edition promotional ad

Weekly Class I
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Susan Saunier, Tracy Goldizen
Even dogs love the Observer
Great eye-catching ad that draws 

you in to read it. You can never go 
wrong with a cute puppy in your ad.

Daily Class I
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Rick Artiaga and the Marketing 
Team
In the Huddle ~ Newsletter 

Promotion

Daily Class I
38. SELF-PROMOTION OR HOUSE 
AD
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Justin Bixler
C.A.R.E. Magazine Promotion Ad
Beautiful ad that visually displays the 

importance of C.A.R.E.

Weekly Class II
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
2nd Place

Ruidoso News
Tim Keithley
Small Business Spotlight

Weekly Class II
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
1st Place

Artesia Daily Press
Tim Keithley
Small Business Spotlight
I like the spotlight actually looking 

like a spotlight, caught my attention. 
Also the photos were a good added 
feature to the ad

Weekly Class I
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
2nd Place

Taos News

Chris Wood and Jason Rodriguez
State Farm, Wanda Lucero

Weekly Class I
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
1st Place

Taos News
Chris Wood and Sara Kollig
Taos Pueblo
These ads deliver with striking, 

dignified portraits that pull you right 
in and honor a rich cultural legacy with 
real authenticity.

Daily Class I & II
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Jeremy Tafoya, Diane Berry
Chamber Music 2026

Daily Class I & II
39. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Christie Harkness
Hobbs Community Players
These ads make me want to see 

every play. They are fun and colorful 
and on theme with each production. 
Every ad was great!

Weekly Class I & II
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer
Readers’ Choice 2026

Weekly Class I & II
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Santa Fe Reporter
Tierna Unruh-Enos, Rachel Mills & 
Santa Fe Reporter staff
Best of Santa Fe 2026
The ads in this section were all 

fantastic. They all went with the theme 
of the section and were well placed. 
Each was very unique and well crafted. 
You can tell a lot of hard work went 
into this section. Excellent!

Daily Class II
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Carlsbad Current Argus
Ashley Curbello
Carlsbad Entertainment Guide

Daily Class II
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun

News-Sun Staff
Graduation 2026
Great ads that are on point with 

the special section. Nice flow and 
placement

Daily Class I
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Diane Berry, Valerie Martinez, 
Autumn Gray, Jeremy Tafoya, Elisa 
Cummings
Summer Guide 2026
Like the overall look and feel of the 

section, consistency is key

Daily Class I
40. BEST USE OF ADVERTISING IN A 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Diane Berry, Wayne Barnard, 
Valerie Martinez, Autumn Gray, 
Jeremy Tafoya, Lois Trujillo
Made in New Mexico
Cover is intriguing and the overall 

look and feel of the entire section kept 
me engaged in looking through it

Weekly Class I
41. INNOVATIVE DIGITAL 
ADVERTISING
2nd Place

Taos News
Sara Kollig
Ryan Trujillo, Berkshire Hathaway

Weekly Class I
41. INNOVATIVE DIGITAL 
ADVERTISING
1st Place

Taos News
Chris Baker, Jason Rodriguez
Taos Map Ad Sales Promotion
Great idea, use of photos and 

content

Daily Class I
41. INNOVATIVE DIGITAL 
ADVERTISING
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Valerie Martinez, Diane Berry, 
Autumn Gray, Robert Rivera
Food Truck Festival

Daily Class I
41. INNOVATIVE DIGITAL 
ADVERTISING
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Valerie Martinez, Diane Berry, 
Autumn Gray
ABQJ Leading News Newsletter-

MOW
Very clever ad about City Council. I 

liked it a lot!

Weekly Class I & II
42. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - BLACK 
& WHITE
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
The Mandalorian

Weekly Class I & II
42. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - BLACK 
& WHITE
1st Place

Taos News
Shane Atkinson
Taos County
Love the sepia coloring, it makes the 

ad/photo look authentic 

Daily Class I
42. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - BLACK 
& WHITE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Elspeth R Hilbert
Retail_BW_BrownBlakeburn_

Elspeth_Hilbert.pdf

Daily Class I
42. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - BLACK 
& WHITE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Elspeth R Hilbert
Retail_BW_SantaFeLightandLazer_

Elspeth_Hilbert
This small ad really caught my 

attention on a page of color ads this 
one stood out more.

Weekly Class II
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Plaza Grill - Dine With Us

Weekly Class II
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
1st Place

Roswell Daily Record
Aric Loomis
Roswell Galacticon Ad
Great ad with a lot of information 

but it doesn’t feel crowded. Good 
pictures that make me want to go to 
Roswell Galacticon. Great ad!

Weekly Class I
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
2nd Place

Taos News
Sara Kollig
Bread Club
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to the amazing team at the

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NEWS WRITING 
André Salkin

NEWS WRITING 
Carina Julig

BREAKING NEWS 
André Salkin

BREAKING NEWS 
Esteban Candelaria

DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE 
Daniel J. Chacón, Clara Bates,  
Gabriela Campos

DIGITAL BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE 
Esteban Candelaria, Gabriela 
Campos, Lily Alexander

SPORTS WRITING 
James Barron

SPORTS WRITING 
Will Webber

BUSINESS WRITING 
Mike Easterling

ENVIRONMENTAL & 
AGRICULTURE REPORTING 
Alaina Mencinger and  
Margaret O’Hara

FEATURE WRITING 
Cormac Dodd

BEST HEADLINE WRITING 
Carolyn Graham

BEST HEADLINE WRITING 
Eric J. Hedlund

A-MARK PRIZE FOR 
INVESTIGATIVE  REPORTING 
Clara Bates, Ed Williams

OBITUARY WRITING 
Gabrielle Porter

BEST NEWS COVERAGE 
Santa Fe New Mexican News  
Reporting Team

BEST SPORTS COVERAGE 
Will Webber, James Barron,  
Eric J. Hedlund, Richard Olmsted, 
Nathan Burton, Jim Weber,  
Gabriela Campos

COLUMNS 
Milan Simonich

SPORTS COLUMNS 
Milan Simonich

SPORTS COLUMNS 
Will Webber

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REVIEW 
Mark Tiarks

EDITORIALS 
Inez Russell Gomez

BEST SERIES 
Alaina Mencinger, Cormac Dodd

BEST SERIES 
Margaret O’Hara, Esteban Candelaria

CONTINUING COVERAGE 
Phaedra Haywood 

TRANSPARENCY & NEWS 
LITERACY 
Bill Church

BEST MAGAZINE 
Ashley M. Biggers

BEST MAGAZINE 
Carolyn Graham - Editor,  
Marcella Sandoval, Taura Costidis,  
Brian Sandford, Ania Hull,  
Holly Weber, Pamela Beach

BEST WEBSITE 
Matt Dahlseid, Brian Barker

PUBLIC SERVICE 
Carina Julig

PUBLIC SERVICE 
Santa Fe New Mexican  
News Reporting Team

SUNSHINE AWARD 
Phaedra Haywood 

SPORTS PHOTO 
Nathan Burton

FEATURE PHOTO 
Gabriela Campos

PHOTO SERIES 
Gabriela Campos

PHOTO SERIES 
Jim Weber

ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY 
Gabriela Campos

ONLINE PHOTO GALLERY 
Gabriela Campos

BEST USE OF MULTIMEDIA 
Nathan Burton, Gabriela Campos,  
Brian Barker

BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
Ernesto Cisneros, Lily Alexander, 
Nathan Burton

BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
Jaclyn Ruiz

BEST PODCAST / AUDIO 
JOURNALISM 
Will Webber, James Barron,  
Matt Dahlseid

BEST EMAIL NEWSLETTER 
Daniel J. Chacón, Nathan Brown

SELF-PROMOTION  
OR HOUSE AD 
Justin Bixler

SELF-PROMOTION  
OR HOUSE AD 
Rick Artiaga and the Marketing Team

RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
BLACK & WHITE 
Elspeth R. Hilbert

RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
BLACK & WHITE 
Elspeth R. Hilbert

RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR 
Elspeth R. Hilbert

RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR 
Rick Artiaga

DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY 
Santa Fe New Mexican Staff

BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN 
Nick Baca, Michael Seamans

BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN 
Zach Taylor

SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE 
Classified Advertising Department

SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE 
Muriah Harding

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION 
Classified Advertising Department

DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 
PROMOTION 
Elthea Miguel

CONGRATULATIONSCongratulations
to the amazing team at the
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Weekly Class I
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
1st Place

Taos News
Sara Kollig
Made in New Mexico
This ad grabs you with New Mexico 

artistic flair, using a sharp, playful 
caption that sells the flavor without 
missing a beat.

Daily Class II
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Cindy Bentle
Corey Helton Ad

Daily Class II
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Cindy Bentle
Cheerleading Event
Good use of color and photography.  

Daily Class I
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Rick Artiaga
Malibu Skin & Goods Ad

Daily Class I
43. RETAIL ADVERTISEMENT - 
COLOR
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Elspeth R Hilbert
Retail_Color_RJSConstruction_

Elspeth_Hilbert
This ad was striking and I found 

myself coming back again and again 
to look at it.  Great creativity and 
design.  Very effective!

Weekly or Daily Class I
44. DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN
2nd Place

Taos News
Sara Kollig, Chris Baker
Zekes Auto

Weekly or Daily Class I
44. DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN
1st Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Matthew Meerbott
Heart of the desert digital 

advertising campaign
Nice imagery and use of animation 

to catch the scroller’s attention. 

Weekly or Daily Class I
45. PRINT ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
2nd Place

Taos News
Chris Wood
State Farm Insurance, Wanda Lucero

Weekly or Daily Class I
45. PRINT ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
1st Place

Taos News
Isabel Pena
Parcht
The slogan, the colors and also the 

artful simplicity made me want a sip. I 
do not drink!  Nicely done. 

Weekly Class I & II
46. BEST WEB ADVERTISEMENT
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Las Vegas Arts Council General Ad
Great color. It was the only entry

Weekly Class I & II
46. BEST WEB ADVERTISEMENT
1st Place

Taos News
Jason Rodriguez
Peñasco Schools
Nice layout/graphics

Daily Class I
46. BEST WEB ADVERTISEMENT
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Valerie Martinez
Enchanted Handbells

Daily Class I
46. BEST WEB ADVERTISEMENT
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Valerie Martinez
Braver Angels
Overall Impression: This ad 

design demonstrates solid visual 
appeal, immediately drawing 
attention through its color palette. 
The composition feels clean and 
professional. Overall a strong ad 
design.

Weekly or Daily Class I
47. BEST SPONSORED CONTENT / 
NATIVE ADVERTISING
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Jeremy Tafoya, Diane Berry, 
Autumn Gray
Law4SmallBusiness10122025

Weekly or Daily Class I
47. BEST SPONSORED CONTENT / 
NATIVE ADVERTISING
1st Place

Taos News

Chris Wood and Sara Kollig
Success Stories
Beautiful.  Well written, engaging 

- and truly feels like true editorial 
content.

Weekly Class I & II
48. DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY
2nd Place

Las Cruces Bulletin
Matthew Meerbott
Las Cruces Bulletin design & 

typography

Weekly Class I & II
48. DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY
1st Place

Taos News
Paul Gutches, Sara Kollig
Taos News 2026 Design and 

Typography Entry
A strong, polished entry with an 

excellent overall design system and 
consistently effective typography.

Daily Class I & II
48. DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff
Design and Typography
The Hobbs News-Sun

Daily Class I & II
48. DESIGN & TYPOGRAPHY
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
SFNM staff
The Santa Fe New Mexican
The layout is clean and visually 

engaging, with typography that 
complements the content and 
enhances readability. The blue 
newspaper flag really stands out and 
looks very nice, adding a strong visual 
element to the overall design.

Weekly Class II
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
2nd Place

Lovington Leader
Angela Taylor
Best front Page Design

Weekly Class II
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
1st Place

Roswell Daily Record
Toby Martinez
Roswell Daily Record Front Page 

March 14, 2026
Very nice front page with great 

pictures. Very good placement of 
stories that are clear and easy to read

Weekly Class I
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Clara Garcia
Valencia County News-Bulletin
nice looking page, although the 

cutline in the corner over the photo 
seems awkward. Nice, clean design.

Weekly Class I
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
1st Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Tracy Goldizen
Rio Rancho Observer Sept. 14, 2025
Love the look of the top of the 

paper. Clean, attractive centerpiece. 
Nice use of fonts, both the look and 
size. Effective and attractive page 
design

Daily Class II
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
2nd Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff
News-Sun May 6 Front
Rocket is clever, but a little too 

disconnected from the story

Daily Class II
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
News-Sun Staff
HNS April 19 Front
Easy to read and interesting graphic 

for the masthead

Daily Class I
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Zach Taylor
Oct. 31, 2025
Typography choices feel purposeful 

and the contrast between headline 
and body text creates a clean reading 
rhythm.

Daily Class I
49. BEST FRONT PAGE DESIGN
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Nick Baca, Michael Seamans
Aug. 30, 2025
The color palette is cohesive and 

reinforces the tone/brand without 
overwhelming the content. The eye 
moves smoothly across the page, with 
a natural entry point and clear focal 
areas.

Weekly Class II
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Roswell Daily Record Staff
Best of Chaves County Signature Ad 

Page
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Weekly Class II
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
1st Place

Cibola Citizen
Cibola Citizen Staff
Cibola Honors Veterans
Great ads with pictures of real 

veterans from the community. Made 
for a very touching page.

Weekly Class I
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
2nd Place

Taos News
Isabel Pena
Taos Map

Weekly Class I
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
1st Place

Taos News
Chris Wood
Enchanted Circle Map
This map was fun and easy to read. 

Daily Class I
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Classified Advertising Dept.
ReSell Theme Pages
Clever theme

Daily Class I
50. SHARED / SIGNATURE PAGE
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Muriah Harding
Faith Directory
Clean and informational layout. I 

appreciate that it’s not necessarily a 
money maker but a good community 
service.

Weekly Class II
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
2nd Place

Roswell Daily Record
Noely Martinez
Classifieds & Legals Layout

Weekly Class II
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
1st Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Classified Page July 5, 2026
The layout was clean, and easy to 

read. The font allowed for small print 
to be easily read.

Weekly Class I
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
2nd Place

Rio Grande Sun

Rio Grande SUN Staff
RGS Classifieds 8/14/25

Weekly Class I
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
1st Place

Taos News
Mary Chavez, Sean Linton, Melissa 
Tyler
Taos News Classifieds Section
Very nice classified page with colors 

and pictures which makes the pages 
really stand out. Spacing is good and 
it is easy to read. 

Daily Class I
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Wayne Barnard, Lois Trujillo, Mark 
Morales, Steve Yoder, Michele 
Aster, David Montoya
Best Classified Section
Good layout, nice ad designs, easy 

to read

Daily Class I
51. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
SECTION
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Classified Advertising Department
Classified Advertising Section
Good layout, nice ad designs, easy 

to read, like the 6 column format

All Divisions
52. OBITUARY PAGE
2nd Place

Valencia County News-Bulletin
Clara Garcia
Valencia County News-Bulletin
Felt dignified.

All Divisions
52. OBITUARY PAGE
1st Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Obituary Page January 9, 2026
I liked that the images were of 

consistent size. The wider column felt 
easier to read. Clean layout.

All Divisions
53. BEST RATE CARD OR 
MARKETING KIT
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
LV Optic 2026 Rate Card

All Divisions
53. BEST RATE CARD OR 
MARKETING KIT
1st Place

TheNew Mexico News

New Mexico
Newsroom Rule #7
If your story missed the
deadline and the graphic
designer stays late to include it
anyway, you owe her a
breakfast burrito tomorrow.

Congrats to all the 
nominees and winners 
across our newsrooms!

Congrats to all the 
nominees and winners 
across our newsrooms!

nm.news
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Albuquerque Journal
Diane Berry, Valerie Martinez, 
Wayne Barnard, Autumn Gray
Albuquerque Publishing Media Kit 

2026
This is easy to read with all the 

information you would need to place 
an ad in any of their many papers. 
Great layout.

All Divisions
54. DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 
PROMOTION
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Elthea Miguel
The Gift of Local Journalism
Only entry, so I’m assuming we 

need to give them first place? Good 
results, but I thought the “12 days 
of Newsmas” was not very customer 
centered.

All Divisions
55. PRINT SUBSCRIPTION 
PROMOTION
2nd Place

Las Vegas Optic
Maria Sanchez
Never Miss An Issue

All Divisions
55. PRINT SUBSCRIPTION 
PROMOTION
1st Place

Cibola Citizen
Sylvia Anzures Gonzales
Cibola Citizen Print Promo for 

Subscription Drive
Nice offer - well laid out.

Weekly Class II
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
2nd Place

Cibola Citizen
Diego Lopez
Charter Crisis: Representation Crisis 

Unfolds to Citywide Charter Collapse

Weekly Class II
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
1st Place

The Tri-City Record
Debra Mayeux
U.S. Marshal shooting
Great public records and 

accountability journalism here. This 
story could have been missed as 
another police shooting. 

Weekly Class I
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
2nd Place

Rio Rancho Observer
Rio Rancho Observer
FOG, ACLU findings not surprising/

Transparency requires talking to the 
press

Weekly Class I
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
1st Place

Taos News
Olivia Lewis, Geoffrey Plant
Forensic audit uncovers kickback 

scheme, years of alleged fraud at Taos 
Schools

Great watchdog reporting. It’s clear 
the reports really went deep into 
these documents to pull out important 
details in these kickback scheme. 

Daily Class I
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
2nd Place

Albuquerque Journal
Colleen Heild, Matt Reisen
Tip from 2022 surfaces that alleged 

DWI corruption on part of BCSO 
deputy

Daily Class I
26. SUNSHINE AWARD
1st Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Phaedra Haywood
Failed by the system
Being on a silent witness board 

of directors for our local police 
department, we are the fundraising 
arm that is tasked with rewarding 
people who help locate violent 
parents who flee because they know 
it’s the easy way out of town. 

In Lake Havasu City, many parents 
work in the service industry, specifically 
with liquor. I do an interview with the 
executive director of our local family 
resource center. The stories, statistics, 
lasting damage and the toll domestic 
violence takes on families should be a 
main talking point this election. 

The writer summed up a huge 
problem with respect to the bodycam 
law. Officers who don’t wear them 
should be held accountable. Bravo 
to Ms. Haywood for standing up to a 
“legal network of enablers.”

 It starts with a crappy 90-day statute 
of limitations in NM, like sexual abuse 
has an expiration date. Then the bad 
cops whose attitudes bleed over to 
the good officers who throw up their 
hands. This coverage is definitely 
deserving of an award. 

All Divisions
10. A-MARK PRIZE FOR 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
3rd Place

The Paper
Pat Davis, Kevin Hendricks & Jesse 
Jones
City Desk ABQ in The Paper: 

Albuquerque elections

All Divisions
10. A-MARK PRIZE FOR 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
2nd Place

Santa Fe New Mexican
Clara Bates
Epstein in New Mexico: Beyond the 

DOJ files
Second Place: Clara Bates, the Santa 

Fe New Mexican Clara Bates work 
demonstrates why local reporting is 
so important.  With all due respect to 
our colleagues at the nationals, Bates 
gives a master class in owning a story. 

All Divisions
10. A-MARK PRIZE FOR 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place

Searchlight New Mexico
Ed Williams
Out of the office and into the fire
First Place: A tie. Ed Williams at 

Searchlight New Mexico and Esteban 
Candelaria at the Santa Fe New 
Mexican Searchlight New Mexico and 
the Santa Fe New Mexican produced 
an outstanding investigation of the 
New Mexico Children, Youth and 
Families Department. This reporting 
serves as an indictment of this 
department, its administrators and 
government leaders. 

The Searchlight lead delivers a gut 
punch, “In the New Mexico Children, 
Youth and Families Department’s 
office in Hobbs, an eight-year-old 
boy wandered from room to room, 
desperately hungry, scrounging 
for food. An empty feeding tube 
was taped to his stomach, and a 
pacemaker implanted in his chest.” 
From that beginning these journalists 
documented systemic failures and 
crafted riveting storytelling using 
public records, cold calls, door-
knocking – great shoe-leather 
reporting.

Calling this a systematic moral 
failing doesn’t begin to address how 
those in authority abandoned their 
responsibility to our children. 
Absolutely outstanding reporting. 
Congratulations to Ed Williams and 
Esteban Candelaria and their editors 
at Searchlight New Mexico and the 
Santa Fe New Mexican.

Weekly Class II
27. GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st Place

Ruidoso News
Ruidoso News Staff
From powerful photos displayed 

powerfully to riveting writing. 
Engaging headlines and a great 
story mix, the Ruidoso News is a true 

public service for the community it 
covers and a genuine treat for its 
readers. Its coverage alone of the 
flash floods was a textbook example 
of why newspapers remain not only a 
vital component of a community but 
also how a talented newsroom rises 
to the occasion of a catastrophe with 
solid factual reporting and necessary 
emotion. Overall, the paper is well-
organized, relevant and INTERESTING. 
Hard to beat that combination.

Weekly Class I
27. GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st Place

Taos News
Taos News Staff
Nice big photos jump off the page 

and the design is clean and crisp. Ads 
are really strong, especially the simply 
Sheriff’s Political Ad. Wish I could get 
my politicians to buy ads that big.

Strong, strong Sports Section and 
liked the Business Section and the 
“Lifestyles” Section. The one I saw 
had the cooking theme and it looked 
really good.

Classified Pages are very 
interestingly done with photos going 
with nearly every ad. Must be nice 
to have the color capability that this 
paper has available to it because the 
color photos on the Classified Pages 
(yes, pages) really make them “pop” 
while also generating extra revenue, 
which is always nice.

Daily Class II
27. GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st Place

Hobbs News-Sun
Hobbs News-Sun Staff
I found this paper’s front pages 

to be eye-catching with unique 
graphics, solid writing and a good 
mix of different topics. Those positive 
features continued throughout the 
paper. 

Daily Class I
27. GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st Place

Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque Journal staff
Well designed and packed to the 

brim with content that is helpful to 
community members. From stories on 
money in politics to the inclusion of 
world news that is likely to hit home, 
the Albuquerque Journal provides 
readers with all the information they 
need to be informed members of 
society. Ads don’t take over and 
information that needs to be large and 
upfront clearly is. Well designed and 
implemented. 
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From investigative reporting 

to engaging special sections, we’re committed to

AWESOME, BLUE-CHIP, CHOICE, DYNAMITE, EXCEPTIONAL, FIRST-CLASS, GREAT, HIGH-GRADE, 

INCOMPARABLE, INIMITABLE, INSPIRING, JUST, KEEN, LIVELY, MARVELOUS, NUMERO UNO, PAR EXCELLENCE, 

QUALITY, RESPONSIBLE, SPLENDID, STELLAR, SUPERIOR, SUPERLATIVE, TIP-TOP-NOTCH, 

UNPARALLELED EXCELLENCE.
BEST LARGE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IN NEW MEXICO 

2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 and 2026.


